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In 2017 Christians around the world are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation. It’s a year to remember what God did through people like Martin
Luther to preserve the Gospel and the Word of God as available to God’s people.
One way to celebrate this special event is to renew our focus on personal and
group Bible study throughout the year. We’ve had an all-congregation Bible study
and we’ve gotten back to our weekly small group studies in people’s homes. (If
you’d like to join one please see the list of groups in this newsletter and contact
the leaders.) Wherever you participate you can be assured of the “No Embarrassment Guarantee” (offering a promise that you don’t need to worry about embarrassment if you don’t want to read out loud or think you don’t know “enough” of
the Bible yet).
This emphasis will help us to embrace the motto of the Reformation. Verbum
Domini Manet in Aeternum (The Word of the Lord Endures Forever) was a motto
of the Lutheran Reformation, a confident expression of the enduring power and
authority of God’s Word. The motto (sometimes abbreviated “VDMA”) is based on
1 Peter 1:24–25. It first appeared in the court of Frederick the Wise in 1522. He
had it sewn onto the right sleeve of the court’s official clothing, which was worn
by prince and servant alike. It was used on flags, banners, swords, and uniforms as
a symbol of the unity of the Lutheran church members who struggled to defend
their beliefs as part of the Smalcaldic League. It was found inscribed inside churches, over doorways, on foundation stones, even on horse’s helmets!
The VDMA logo and statement has appeared throughout Lutheran churches
worldwide and remains an enduring motto of the Reformation to this day. Knowing that the Word of the Lord endures forever, we honor Him as we study His
Word, encourage each other in faith and reap the benefits that it brings to us.
May God bless our efforts so that His Word WILL endure in us and to others
through our efforts.
-Pastor Toenjes

1

MEMBER NEWS
Member changes or additions
will be posted in this section
Laurie Hillis new phone # 864-7840
Kerin Chirstensen zip code 93312

God’s blessings to everyone on your special occasion. If you don’t see your name, please call the
office to make corrections or additions. We want to
include everyone!
Cards, calls and prayers are much appreciated by
our homebound members:

♥SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES ♥

Ruth Jones

*SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS *

Carol Kritsch

Bob Kuster
Lane McClure
Rylee Huens
Heidi Frye
Marlene Cawelti
Patricia Rosenfeld
Carolyn Griggs
Megan Arnold
Trevor Blankenship

LCoP Prayer Chain
When you have any prayer concerns, please let
our prayer chain pray for you by contacting
Chuck Jordin at 661-873-9565 or email
chuck.jordin@yahoo.com.
Online Calendar!
Did you know that our event calendar is online so
you can access it anytime, anywhere, from the internet? Check it out at www.lcop.org, click on Info
Center and Calendar. This will also be updated
during the month as events change or are added!
To update, please email info@lcop.org.
Join Our Email List!

We honor birthdays and anniversaries on the
Second Sunday of every month. If you would like
to help with refreshments for those who are celebrating, bring your treat to church that morning.

Are you on our email list to have the newsletter
and
event reminders delivered to your inbox?
Subscribe by sending an email to info@lcop.org.
In the Hospital?

Thrivent—Action Teams

If you find yourself hospitalized, I would like to
visit! But rather than relying on the hospital to
contact me, please give me or the church office a
call with your information.

Thrivent Action Teams make it easy for
you to bring people together to make a positive change in your community.

I’d be happy to stop by, share a word of Scripture
and prayer.

For More information on becoming a

If you have a planned surgery, I’d be happy to visit before the procedure. Just let me know the specific hospital as well as the time you are supposed
to check in and the time of the procedure. I’ll do
my best to be there in between those two times.
Thanks! – Pastor Toenjes

Thrivent member,
contact John Heideman 661-3212-3443
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Board of Directors Nominations Open
Lutheran Church of Prayer is governed by the five members of our
Board of Directors, three of which
will be leaving the Board at the
end of this year. A Nominating
Committee has been established
to put together a list of candidates to stand for
election to serve in these important leadership
roles. The election will be held at our November
congregational voters’ meeting. The Nominating
Committee is led by Jerry Sturz and includes
Sheila Eynaud, Bennie Loudermilk, Justin
Madding and Bonnie Grisso. If you know of
someone you think would be a good candidate
for consideration by this committee please contact them directly.

Inquirer’s Class Starts
Sept 10
Inquirer’s Class introduces new members to the
basic beliefs of the Bible
and our Church and provides an excellent opportunity for LCoP members to stay firm in their
faith by a regular review of the foundations of
our faith. Our class meets weekly at 10:30 on
Sunday mornings starting Sept. 10 in the
Conference Room (in the Administration
Building by the church and school office).
We’ll go through the six parts of Luther’s
Small Catechism as a summary of what we
believe and teach based on God’s Word.

What does the Board of Directors do? Our congregational constitution lists several responsibilities for them at their monthly meetings, but
in general they conduct the secular (business)
affairs of the church and school according to
the wishes of the congregation (in contrast to
the Board of Elders which is responsible for the
spiritual welfare of the pastor and congregation). The Board of Directors is responsible for
managing the budget and other financial matters, overseeing and evaluating called workers
and church staff, and handling any contract
matters. They also serve as the contact point
between the pastor, staff and the ministry
boards to facilitate planning of the total work of
the congregation.

THE MIRACLES OF JESUS

This will be the title of the Bible Study starting on Thursday Sept. 7th in the home of
Marilyn Wilson
at 10206 Toscana Drive in the Four Season
Community.
The Bible Study will begin at 6:00PM with a
taco salad potluck and the study will begin at
7:00.
Please give Marilyn a call at 437-7381 if you
are interested in attending.
This study will last 6 weeks as we look at:
1. The Clean Daughter-A Bleeding Woman

Thank you for your prayers for the Nominating
Committee, for those who have served and are
completing their terms in 2017 (Tim Hartnett,
Terry Vergon and Kate Zimmermann), those
who will continue to serve on the Board in
2018 (David Madding and Kristy Sturz), those
who will be nominated to stand for election,
and those who will be elected.

2. The Heartbeat of God-Water into Wine
3. Knowing the King-Feeding the 5,000/
Walking on the Water
4. A Faith-full Outsider-A Canaanite Woman
5. Fruitless Lives-The Cursing of the Gif
Tree.
6. Grateful Outcasts-The Ten Lepers.
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Back to School Night
Monica Gutierrez

Please mark your calendars for Monday, September 11th for our annual Back to School
Night at 6pm. If you’d like to provide cookies
to serve our parents and children on back to
school night, please contact Vivienne or Ms.
Monica at 661-871-7051. Thank you!
I look forward to seeing everyone there!

Director
Welcome back to school family and friends! It’s
great to see returning faces and meet new families with the new school year! I can’t tell you
how much I’ve enjoyed getting to know everyone!
We’re starting our year with the following curriculum themes: All About Me, School Safety,
Apples, Autumn, and Harvest. Your children
will be learning about squares and circles, and
the numbers 1, 2 and 3. During the year, our
weekly alphabetical letters will differ for the
2s/3s and Pre-K classes. 2s and 3s will be
learning A, B, and C this month. Pre-K will be
learning S, A, and T. Please refer to notes being
sent home by your child’s teacher for more information.
Our Wonder Window children are loving chapel
and daily worship! God’s love definitely shines
through their singing! This month they will be
learning about: The Flood, The Birth of Isaac,
Joseph Forgives His Brothers, and The Birth of
Moses. The Pre-K and School Age Children
memorize weekly Bible verses. You can find
those by your child’s sign in/out book as well
as on our Wonder Window Facebook page.
We would love for you to join us on Sundays for
worship service and Sunday school at 9am.
If you’d like to learn more about the foundations of the Lutheran faith and what we’re all
about, Pastor Toenjes will begin an Inquirer’s
class on Sunday, September 10th at 1030am.

Ms. Stephanie’s Class

Happy September parents and families.
School has started off to a wonderful start.
Our class has been having a wonderful time
getting to know each other. Remember to
please read the parent letter I sent home on
your child’s first day of school. This lets you
know our rules and how our class is run on a
daily basis.
During September we will be reviewing: our
phonic sounds t, i, and p, numbers 3, 4, and
5, the color red, and our shape is a circle.
Please review everything sent home. This will
help greatly in their learning.
We will be having our back to school night on
Monday September 11th at 6pm. Please write
this date down. All of my students have projects they have worked so hard on that I have
held back to specially be displayed that night
for them to show you.

We have some new fun and exciting things
planned this year for the children and parents!
As always, make sure to stay on top of the informative notes going home as well as the
monthly newsletter to stay up to date.

Our class would like to say happy 4th birthday to Andress on the 11th and Caterina on
the 17th.

Thoughts, hugs and prayers,

God Bless,

Monica Gutierrez, Director
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Ms. Vanessa’s Class
Happy September families and friends. We are
off to a new school year! The 2s class is ready
to step right up to learning our letters, numbers, shapes, and colors.

Ms. Rachel’s Class
Wow! It’s hard to believe that we started
school for the fall. Summer went by so fast
the children had a blast this summer. Our
themes for September will be schoo safety,
Apples, Autumn and Harvest.

We want to wish Kolton a happy 3rd Birthday
on September 1st. I want to invite everyone to
our Back-to-School Night on September 11th.
It will be a fun night to see what the children
are creating and learn more about our class.

We would like to welcome our new Director
Ms. Monica. She is doing a fantastic job.
Hope to see you all at our Back to School
Night on September 11th.

God Bless,
Ms. Joyce’s Class

Looking forward to a good year with God’s
help and pry for our children.

Happy school year parents and families! I am
very excited to be with you and your child at
Wonder Window this year! We are off to a
great start and are ready for a year of learning
and growing.

God Bless Everyone!
Mr. Jacob’s Class
My little superheroes are off to a great start
this year. For the month of September, we
will be doing fair crafts, along with learning
about Johnny Appleseed. We will also be going over The Flood, Joseph and Moses.

Please make sure you have read through all
the information that was sent home on the
first day so you are aware of some of the
things your child will be doing this year. Look
for regular updates on our classroom Facebook page! I’m looking forward to seeing all of
you at our Open House on September 11.

We would like to wish Lexi Nordine a very
Happy Birthday.

This month we will be working with letters t,
i, p, and n. During math time we will work
with numbers 1 -5. We will have a special Red
Day and also Square Day to begin a review of
our colors and shapes. Please continue to use
the classroom book bags to read to your child
daily and review any work that comes home
to reinforce what he/she is learning at school.
My favorite time of the morning is sharing Jesus with your child! I pray that their faith
will grow this year and their love for their Savior will be strong.
A big HAPPY 5TH BIRTHDAY to Aubrey this
month on the 10th!
God bless you and keep you!
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Steve McQueen Movie
Coming Sept 28

Steve McQueen had it
all—but it still wasn’t
enough for the worldrenowned actor. There
was something missing. Get ready for an incredible journey that will inspire your faith—
and point your nonbelieving friends to the
grace and mercy Steve McQueen found late
in his life.
Steve McQueen: American Icon will have a
one-night showing Sept. 28 at 7:00 PM at the
Edwards Theater on Ming. For more information visit

Update on Operation Christmas Child
Operation Christmas Child is a Franklin Graham ministry our church has participated in for
many years. This year we have been informed
that they will not accept
toothpaste or any candy. Other items are still
okay (including toothbrushes). Also for anyone who
likes to pick up items for
their shoeboxes when they
are on sale, July and August are great months
to purchase school supplies (pencils, crayons,
pencil sharpeners, small notebooks or coloring
books). If you have questions contact Heidi or
Gayle Frye. We'll have more information later

stevemcqueenmovie.com.

Seminary Recruitment Visit September 12
Have you ever considered becoming a pastor
or deaconess? Or do you know someone who
has? Is so, Rev. Jaime Nava from Concordia
Seminary, St. Louis would like to meet with
you Tuesday morning, September 12 between 9:00 and 1:00. Rev. Nava is interested
in meeting with prospective students of all
ages – elementary school age through adults.
Appointments are individual, informal, and
family/friends are welcome to come with you.
Appointments are not necessary but encouraged. If you are interested in scheduling a
specific time please contact Rev. Nava at 314
-505-7224 or navaj@csl.edu.

Service and Activities Ministry (SAM)
If you are interested in planning and helping
with different activities at church, please join
us!
It may be HOT but we plan on having a COOL
Trunk or Treat for our neighborhood! Save the
date, Saturday, October 28. There will be a signup sheet for anyone wanting to decorate their
car or truck and helpers for setup. Also, we will
be taking donations of treats, trinkets etc.
Questions and ideas? See Linda Hartnett
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Property Board
Thank you everyone for your support. Our next meeting will be on
Monday September 11th at 7pm and
our next work day will be Saturday
Sept 16th at 8am. There is always
something to do so
come out and give a
hand. You may have
talents you don’t
know about.
Continued prayers for
our president, our
country, our state,
our Pastor and all Pastors.
Donald Votaw

Wonder Window School Board
Who would believe that we are in September
already? Wonder Window will have its Back to
School Night on Monday, September 11, at
6pm. This is the evening when our students
proudly show their guests their classrooms,

Work Day September 16th
8am All helpers welcome!

introduce their teachers and display their
work. Wonder Window would appreciate any
donations of cookies from LCoP members to

serve that evening. There is a sign up sheet
in the Narthex. Thank you for your help.
We would also like to thank the volunteers
who have made it possible to paint a lot of
the rooms and hallways in the Administration/
School Building. We appreciate you!
Please continue your prayers for our school,
teachers, students and their families. Our church
family shows the love of Jesus to our school
family everyday through prayer and kindnesses.
God's Blessings on you, Vivienne Kuster
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The 1965 Bakersfield College
European Tour Choir Alumni Association
Presents
The World Premiere of

One Heart, One Voice
How the Bakersfield College Choir
found success on the International Stage
Sunday, October 8, 2017
4:00 p.m.
Bakersfield College Campus
The Simonsen Performing Arts Center Indoor Theater
1801 Panorama Drive
Bakersfield, California
$10.00 per person
For tickets contact
Marilyn Wilson 661-437-7381
Proceeds will benefit promising choral arts students
through the Association’s Scholarship Fund.
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