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The Prayer Line
Pastor’s Page
By Rev. Hal Toenjes

Love and Evil
On February 14, 1929, Al Capone orchestrated what came
to be known as the St. Valentine’s Day Massacre. On
February 14, 2018, a disturbed young man opened fired on
his former school in what became the fourth school shooting
with fatalities in 2018. After 89 years, it is hard to say that
humans are making the kind of progress once dreamt of by
politicians, prognosticators and even pastors. Many are
questioning whether humans are able to make progress of
any tangible quality or not.
As Christians, we understand the role of sin in the world.
Sin lures us into thinking we know best. Sin lures us into
thinking we are the judges of this world. Sin lures us into
arrogance and pride and boasting of our abilities. Sin lures
us out of God’s peaceful path and onto a wicked way won
over by wrongs. On a day which commemorates love, evil
again notifies of its nefarious nature.
Happy March! As we receive a bit more of our hoped-for
rain, the signs of new life are everywhere around us. The
grass starts greening, the days lengthen, and trees bud and
leaf out.
Psalm 1 says, “Blessed is the man who walks not in the
counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor
sits in the seat of scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the
LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night. He is like
a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its
season, and its leaf does not wither.
Continued on page 3

MEMBER NEWS
Member changes or additions
will be posted in this section.

God’s blessings to everyone on your special occasion. If you don’t see your name, please call the
office to make corrections or additions. We want to
include everyone!
♥March ANNIVERSARIES♥
John & Diane Lunsford
Pete & Kate Zimmermann

Cards, calls and prayers are much appreciated by
our homebound members:
Ruth Jones
Carol Kritsch
Phyllis Whitfield

*March BIRTHDAYS*
Joyce Toenjes
Payton Hampton
Gary Adams
Frank Cressy
Don Votaw
Megan Andrews
Roy Eynaud
Shaun Sturz
John Hanson
Charles Kauffman
Courtney Jaquette
Rebecca Smith
Jordan Adams
Bennie Loudermilk
Tim Hartnett
Marion Bogle
Marilyn Wilson

LCoP Prayer Chain
When you have any prayer concerns, please let
our prayer chain pray for you by contacting
Chuck Jordin at 661-873-9565 or email
chuck.jordin@yahoo.com.
Online Calendar!
Did you know that our event calendar is online so
you can access it anytime, anywhere, from the
internet? Check it out at www.lcop.org, click on
Info Center and Calendar. This will also be
updated during the month as events change or
are added! To update, please email info@lcop.org.
Join Our Email List!
Are you on our email list to have the newsletter
and event reminders delivered to your inbox?
Subscribe by sending an email to info@lcop.org.

We honor birthdays and anniversaries on the second Sunday of every month. If you would like to
help with refreshments for those who are celebrating, bring your treat to church that morning.

In the Hospital?
If you find yourself hospitalized, I would like to
visit! But rather than relying on the hospital to
contact me, please give me or the church office a
call with your information.

Thrivent—Action Teams
Thrivent Action Teams make it easy for

I’d be happy to stop by, share a word of Scripture
and prayer.

you to bring people together to make a

If you have a planned surgery, I’d be happy to
visit before the procedure. Just let me know the
specific hospital as well as the time you are
supposed to check in and the time of the
procedure. I’ll do my best to be there in between
those two times.
Thanks! Pastor Toenjes

positive change in your community.
For more information on becoming a
Thrivent member, contact
John Heideman at 661-321-3443
2

Continued from Pastor,
In all that he does, he prospers.” (Psalm 1:1-3 ESV) The word translated “planted” literally
means transplanted. How great it would be if the Lord transplanted us from a place of harm,
death, and evil to a place of peace!
I have good news for you – our God has done precisely that! On March 30, evil will think it
has won the day – the Son of God is left dead, pierced through the side to prove His expiration when water and blood flow out together. By April 1 – no fooling – the Son of God is alive,
resurrected, and reigning for all time even over the evil of this world, an evil which is putting
up its last fight until the day Jesus returns.
Why is there evil in the world? Because of sin. What gives us hope, planting us for peace by
the stream of water? The Word of God. In this evil age, we need now more than ever to be
regularly in the Word of God.
--Pastor Toenjes

Holy Week Schedule
Palm Sunday (and Confirmation) March 25. The service will begin outdoors, with a congregational procession with palms into the sanctuary.
“We remember our Savior’s” 7:00 pm, March 29. Remembering our Savior’s institution of
the Lord’s Supper as He celebrated the Passover meal with His disciples. Our communion service concludes with a stripping of the altar as a reminder of our Lord’s humiliation and suffering as He is arrested and put on trial.
Good Friday Tenebrae Service 7:00 pm, March 30. This “service of darkness” marks our
Lord’s crucifixion with a gradual darkening of the sanctuary as His seven words from the cross
are heard.
Resurrection of Our Lord, Easter Sunday 6:00 and 9:00 am, April 1. You have two options
to celebrate our Savior’s victorious resurrection. An Easter breakfast will be served between the
two communion services.

2018
Palm Sunday (March 25) will be the date for our celebration of the rite of Confirmation for
Lutheran Church of Prayer’s two junior confirmands: Macy Arnold and Bella McKinney. A
reception in their honor will be held following the service. Join in giving thanks to God for
their confession of faith and their joy in serving the Lord!
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Women’s Fellowship Guild

Dear LCOP Family,
You are the finest in the land, the foremost in
culinary skills and peerless with your
prayers. Jerry and I feel blessed to know you
and to be a part of this terrific, caring
congregation. The unrivaled meals and firstclass encouragement post my garage mishap
have been so welcomed! Thank you from the
bottom of my heart,

Note: Ladies our Fellowship will begin meeting again on Tuesday March 6th at 11:00 in
the Library. We will want to meet quarterly
with new ideas of stewardship and your input is essential. Follow-up is lunch as we
gather together again at a chosen and convenient eating spot. Until then here’s hoping
your calendar will be open to attending this
long standing ministry of LCoP allowing us to
continue to are our blessings with others.

Kristy Sturz

Shirley Curran

Church Golfers!
Come and join us!
Do you like to golf?

Mission Scholarships
Are you interested in going on a mission? Are you involved in missions projects? Don’t let lack of funds stand in your
way! LCOP has a Mission Scholarship Fund
that may be able to provide you with the
help you need. Scholarship forms and
guidelines are available in the narthex. Talk
to a member of the Board of Directors if you
have questions.

We golf every Friday morning!
For information, please call
or text Tim Hartnett at
661-319-8469.

Following Jesus Roundtable
Last November (and December) we gathered for
a Vision Retreat to consider how we might grow
in our relationship with God, with fellow
Christians and with the world. We will continue
that discussion on Saturday, April 7, from 9noon at Lutheran Church of Prayer. You are
invited to a series of video presentations put on
by our California-Nevada-Hawaii District
missions committee, featuring author and
pastor Greg Finke (Joining Jesus on His
Mission and Joining Jesus: Show Me How).

March 20th

Prayer Event
The Billy Graham Evangelistic Association will be holding an outreach event here in Bakersfield
in May. In anticipation of that event there will be a “pre-tour prayer gathering” Monday night,
March 19, from 7-9pm at Canyon Hills Assembly of God church. In addition to prayer and worship, information will be shared concerning how you might be involved as a volunteer for the
May event. For more information, contact Karen Johnson or visit DecisionCalifornia.com
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Property Board

Wonder Window School Board

The next meeting will be Monday March
19th at 7pm and our next work day will be
Saturday March 24th at 8am. We would
like to thank everyone that comes out to
help. It’s greatly appreciated.

The School Board is looking forward to a
full March calendar since it will be the
Easter celebration in the classes.
Spring break will be the last week of
March, culminating with Easter Sunday
on April 1. We pray that all of you have a
time of reflection during Lent as we draw
closer to Holy Week and the death of Jesus on the Cross and His glorious resurrection on Easter morning.

Work Day March 17th @
8:00 a.m.
All helpers welcome!

Please continue to pray for Wonder Window, our teachers, staff, parents and students.
Men’s and Women’s Weekly Bible Studies Continue

A weekly women’s Bible study has been ongoing for over a year meeting Tuesday mornings
9:30-10:45 at LCoP, focusing on the Women of the Bible. Our current focus is the book of
Ruth.
A new weekly men’s breakfast Bible just started in February on Friday mornings at Hodel’s
at 6:00. Our current focus is Psalm 23.

March 11th Daylight Saving Time Begins

Dates to Remember
Third Sunday in Lent
March 4, 2018
Daylight-Saving Time
Begins
March 11th
Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 11, 2018
St. Patrick’s Day
March 17, 2018
First Day of Spring
March 20, 2018

2018 Golf Tournament
Our annual golf tournament is coming in April, on Sunday, the

Fifth Sunday in Lent
March 18, 2018

29th.

Palm Sunday
March 25, 2018

Mark your calendars if you are interested. If you want to help please contact Mike Lehmann.
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your own items or donate items for the school
to sell for you with proceeds profiting Wonder
Window.

Monica Gutierrez
Director

Graduation will be here in no time! Keep your
eyes out for Graduation/Cap and Gown
information coming home soon. We’re looking
forward to another exciting year in our Pre-K 2
class with all who are not going into
Kindergarten!

Happy March LCoP – Wonder Window Families
and Friends!
Although the weather has been unpredictable,
God’s love has proven time and time again to
be endless. Through ups and downs in life,
“Draw near to God, and He will draw near to
you” James 4:8.

This month, the Wonder Window children will
be learning the Numbers 19 & 20; Letters S and
T; Colors Lavender and Purple; and our shape
will be the Diamond. Our Bible stories will
focus on the time of Easter, starting with Jesus
in Gethsemane, Jesus is Crucified, and The First
Easter. Our month’s themes will include:
Insects, St. Patrick’s Day, He is Risen, and Easter
Symbols. Please check with your Pre-K teachers
for Phonic Sounds.

Thank you to the families who joined LCoP for
Children’s Church on Sunday, February 25th! Oh
my … how cute were the Wonder Window
children?! What a wonderful turn out and
special event for everyone there!

We will be closed On Friday, March 30th in
observance of Good Friday. For school age, I’ll
be sending a note home regarding Spring Break
Week to see if your child will be attending.

We have a lot of new children who have joined
our Wonder Window family! Welcome!!!

Spring is right around the corner! And March is
such a fun month! Each class had so many fun
activities to celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday the
first week of March, including a Wacky
Wednesday. We celebrate a couple of teacher’s
birthdays this month as well. Ms. Joyce on the
1st and Ms. Delia on the 17th! If you see them,
make sure to wish them a very Happy Birthday!
Join us in wearing GREEN on Friday, March 16th!
Finally, make sure to keep in touch with your
child’s teacher for Easter fun at the end of the
month!

I look forward to everyone at the Rummage
Sale! … Happy Easter!
Thoughts, hugs, and prayers,
Monica Gutierrez, Director

We have Bunny Pictures for the 2s and 3s on
Wednesday the 7th and Pre-K on Thursday the
8th of March. Dress your child in their Easter
best!
Don’t forget our Parking Lot Rummage Sale on
Saturday, December 10th from 7am to 2pm.
Reserve a spot to sell and enjoy the profits of

March 2018
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Ms. Stephanie’s Class
Happy March parents and families. This
month we will be celebrating Dr. Seuss’
birthday on Friday March 2nd. All children can
wear pajamas on Wednesday March 21st. We
will be having our Easter party from 9am to
10:30am. We will need a lot of help on that
day.

Ms. Vanessa’s Class
Happy Spring parents and families. The 2’s
class is ready for Spring and some warmer
weather. I want to thank everyone who
brought items for our Valentine’s party. This
March will be a busy month for our 2’s class.
We will be learning about the real reason for
Easter … Jesus! We want to wish Valerie a
happy 3rd Birthday this month. I also want to
wish Ms. Joyce and Ms. Delia a very happy
birthday this month. We will be having our
“He is Risen” party on March 23rd. Our party
list is posted and all ready for sign-ups.

During March our Phonic Sounds will be s, a
and T. Numbers will be 1-15. Our shape will
be a Diamond. Our colors will be green and
gold. Remember next month we will be having
our family picnic. Keep an eye out for that
day. Our hope is that all students will have a
family member that day. Also, I will be taking
their spring pictures for the students that
ordered a yearbook. These photos will be on
front of their year book. I will also be taking
graduation pictures of the children going into
Kindergarten on the same day.

God Bless
Ms. Vanessa

A big happy birthday to Thomas on the 1st
and Melody on the 10th.

Ms. Joyce’s Class

God Bless,

March is here and despite cooler days hints of
spring have sprung! Thanks to everyone who
helped make our Valentine’s Day Party a
success. I appreciate your many expressions
of kindness. Thank you! This month we will
be celebrating Dr. Suess’ birthday March 1-3.
Some St. Pat’s fun will be had on the 16th.
We will also be celebrating Easter with a
special party and egg hunt on March 22. We
continue to review and work with our letters
and numbers in many different ways to build
our skills! It’s exciting to see the many ways
the children have grown this year! Happy 5th
birthday to Penny on the 6th! God bless you
and keep you!

Ms. Stephanie

Ms. Rachel’s Class
Wow! Where did February go? I’m ready for
some spring warm weather. For this month,
we will start with Dr. Seuss’ birthday and end
it with Easter symbols. Our class is busy
learning and growing and having fun at the
same time.
Happy St. Patrick’s Day! Happy birthday to
Abigail Turney and to the following staff,
Joyce and Delia. May they have a blessed and
wonderful day!
Hope to see everyone for our Parking Lot
Rummage Sale on March 10th. Help Wonder
Window! All profits go to the school.

Mr. Jacob’s Class

Thank you,

March is a busy month for School Age with
Dr. Seuss, St. Patrick’s Day and Easter. We
will also be celebrating 3 birthdays. We would
like to wish Lily Myers, Colin Childress, and
Brynn Miller a very happy and blessed
birthday. We will be having an Easter party
on the 23rd. Keep an eye out for the sign-up
sheet. May you all have a blessed Easter.

Ms. Rachel

Mr. Jacob
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Thank You!
I would like to thank Zac Arnold, Grace Kraley,
Ben Toenjes, Kathi Loudermilk and Don Votaw
for all the hard but very rewarding work they did
Friday night for the "Night to Shine". This event
was held at Crossroads Church. "Night to
Shine" is sponsored by the Tim Tebow Foundation. The event is a prom for people of special
needs. The "Night to Shine" started off with the
guest having a buddy to escort them for the
night. They received a corsage or boutonniere,
then a walk down the red carpet while having
pictures taken and people cheering for them. All
the guests are served dinner with a dessert bar
including a huge chocolate fountain. (The chocolate fountain was a BIG hit.) There was a place
to get their hair and make up touched up, a
dance, karaoke room and a game and movie
room. The parents if they chose to stay had a
place to go and relax while still able to watch
the events on a big screen television. They also
received dinner, massage, and much deserved
pampering. At the end of the evening all the
guests are crowned King and Queen of the Prom
in God's eyes. The excitement in the room was
very emotional. Since the event I have heard so
much positive feedback. There were a couple
people that donated to this event and asked if
they could come by and see what it was all
about. After being there, they told the event coordinator that this event touched their heart so
much that they want to start going to church. I
can hardly wait for next year to help again. It
was so much fun to see all the beautiful children of God having their "Night to Shine".

Federwitz Update!
February 26, 2018
You may have heard that Papua New
Guinea experienced a major earthquake
this morning. So we just want to write
and let you know that we are fine.
The earthquake occurred at about
3:45am local time on Monday, February
26th. The magnitude was about 7.5 and
the epicenter was just over 200 miles west
of where we live in Ukarumpa. We definitely felt it – one of the biggest earthquakes we have experienced. But it was
far enough away that we did not receive
any damage from it.
Jonathan & Carrie Federwitz

Jann Votaw

PARKING LOT YARD SALE
Saturday, March 10th
Clean out your Closets, Garage & Cupboards!
RENT-YOUR-SPACE for only $10! (1 car = 1 space)
Last year was a great success with lots of fun and fellowship.
Community, friends and family are also welcome.
Contact Linda Hartnett for more information.
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Awarded to our Sunday School for their Contribution
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