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Sunday, August 20, will be “Back to School Sunday.” Among
other things going on that morning will be an all-church Bible study. So consider this your invitation: whether you are
a regular attender of a Bible study or you can’t remember
the last time you went to one, make a point to come back
into church after coffee and snacks that morning for time
together in God’s Word. You won’t regret it.
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Calendar:
August event calendar
Serving us in August
Newsletter Deadline!
Thursday,
August 28, 2017

Here’s why: We’re at an important point in our life together as the Lutheran
Church of Prayer. I’ve been here one year and our new Wonder Window Director,
Monica Gutierrez, is just getting started. We will soon be setting goals for the next
few years but before we do it’s important to take some time to get back to the
basics: Who are we and why are we here? What does it mean to be a child of God
and how are we to follow Him?
The answers to those questions come from God’s Word and should serve to guide
our decisions as to how we build for the future. Everyone would agree that whatever we build needs to have a solid foundation. The apostle Paul agreed too:
“According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a
foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he
builds upon it. For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid,
which is Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 3:10-11). Our foundation is Jesus Christ Himself; many others have built upon that foundation over the years here at Lutheran
Church of Prayer, and now it’s our turn to “take care how we build upon it.”
You are invited to join for an all-church Bible study August 20, 27 and September
3, as we review the basic building blocks of our shared life and fellowship in Christ
and then “consider how to stir up one another to love and good
works” (Hebrews 10:24).
Bring your Bible and your friend.
-Pastor Toenjes
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MEMBER NEWS
Member changes or additions

God’s blessings to everyone on your special occasion. If you don’t see your name, please call the
office to make corrections or additions. We want to
include everyone!
♥AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES ♥

Cards, calls and prayers are much appreciated by
our homebound members:

Michael & Carolyn Griggs
William & Carolyn Schaefer

Ruth Jones

*AUGUST BIRTHDAYS *

Carol Kritsch

Linda Downen
Shirley Foster
Jill Scott
Margie Palmbach
Kyndal Hampton
Riley Douglas
Keira Kuster
Marie Lehmann
Janet Raasch
John Wynn
Shirley Curran
Lundin Kania-Frank
Lilian Schabarum
Michael Jacobsen
Cherryl Biggar

LCoP Prayer Chain
When you have any prayer concerns, please let
our prayer chain pray for you by contacting
Chuck Jordin at 661-873-9565 or email
chuck.jordin@yahoo.com.
Online Calendar!
Did you know that our event calendar is online so
you can access it anytime, anywhere, from the internet? Check it out at www.lcop.org, click on Info
Center and Calendar. This will also be updated
during the month as events change or are added!
To update, please email info@lcop.org.
Join Our Email List!

We honor birthdays and anniversaries on the
Second Sunday of every month. If you would like
to help with refreshments for those who are celebrating, bring your treat to church that morning.

Are you on our email list to have the newsletter
and
event reminders delivered to your inbox?
Subscribe by sending an email to info@lcop.org.

In the Hospital?

Thrivent—Action Teams

If you find yourself hospitalized, I would like to
visit! But rather than relying on the hospital to
contact me, please give me or the church office a
call with your information.

Thrivent Action Teams make it easy for

I’d be happy to stop by, share a word of Scripture
and prayer.

positive change in your community.

you to bring people together to make a
For More information on becoming a

If you have a planned surgery, I’d be happy to visit before the procedure. Just let me know the specific hospital as well as the time you are supposed
to check in and the time of the procedure. I’ll do
my best to be there in between those two times.
Thanks! – Pastor Toenjes

Thrivent member,
contact John Heideman 661-3212-3443
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Pastor cont.

New Inquirers’ Class to
Start September 10

Back to School Sunday on August 20

August 20 will be “Back to School” Sunday. At worship that morning we will be
welcoming Monica Gutierrez as the new
Director of our
Wonder Window
Children’s Center. We will be
praying for her
and for her staff
as they kick off
their new school year.

If you are interested in
learning or reviewing the
basics of the Christian
faith from a Lutheran
perspective, you are invited to sign up for the next
session of pastor’s Inquirers’ Class, starting
Sunday, September 10. Class meets weekly at
10:30 after church. Please contact pastor or
the church office if you are interested!

We will also be starting a new season of
Sunday School and Bible studies, so we
will be introducing and praying for all of
our teachers in these ministries as well.
Then after church there will be the first
installment of a three-week series of allchurch Bible studies in the Sanctuary led
by Pastor Toenjes. (More on this in the
front page article.)

Vacation Bible School Thank You!
A big Thank You to all who
volunteered their time to
help make VBS 2017 a big
success! Whether you
helped with Operation Arctic in June for our Wonder
Window summer school
families or in July for our church and community families, all the children and their
families were blessed through your efforts.
Please keep these kids and their loved ones in
your prayers that the Gospel seeds that were
planted would take root and grow to produce
abundant fruit!

In addition, we will be inviting our Wonder
Window families to bring their kids to
church to join our church member kids
for a children’s message. We will also be
praying for them as they start or head
back to school. Blessings on the new
school year!

New Members Welcomed

Worship services on Sunday, August
13, will include the reception of new
members to Lutheran Church of Prayer.
We will be welcoming those who have
finished Inquirers’ Class as well as
those who are transferring their membership here from other Lutheran
Churches. Welcome to LCoP!
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the community! The children were invited into a frosty land of Operation Arctic, exploring
the wonders of the “coolest Book on the planet.” With exciting songs, led by Pastor Toenjes
and Ms. Joyce, fun filled crafts, engaging activities, and delightful snacks; our children
learned all about God’s eternal love for us.

Monica Gutierrez

Director

Hello to the Wonder Window and Lutheran Church of Prayer Families!

So as we say goodbye to the summer,
to snow cones, water days, 4th of July celebrations, around the world and beach
themes, we will arrive at our final summer
destination on our cultural excursion in the
land down under, Australia.

I’d like to start by thanking everyone
for such a warm welcome equally to the
Wonder Window Children’s Center family
and to the Lutheran Church of Prayer family. Not a minute has gone by that I haven’t
been instantly greeted by warm reception,
even with the added excitement during the
week of Vacation Bible School and that
pesky, tenacious Bakersfield heat.

Let us all take some time to thank God
for blessing our lives with such a dedicated
and loving community of Church leaders,
teachers, parents, families, friends, and volunteers within the LCOP and Wonder Window
Children’s Center. It’s this type of positive interaction that sets quite the lasting example
to God’s precious children.

As I look around at what a great running program my predecessor Charla has
upheld, I see I have big shoes to fill. I’m excited to jump right on in and continue the
success of the Wonder Window Children’s
Center. I can’t say enough how God’s hand
has truly guided my transition here … I am
blessed beyond words.

A special thank you to Ms. Stephanie
for taking the Interim Director title and
providing a smooth transition between Charla
and myself. And personally, for being a patient, wealth of knowledge for me. It’s so
greatly appreciated.
Although the summer may be coming
to an end, remember that as the heat persists, please continue to apply sunscreen to
your children so they may be ready to play
outside in the morning when they arrive.

It feels like in the blink of an eye,
summer is coming to an end, and boy was
it packed with activities to keep everyone
more than busy with fun!
The Annual Summer Dinner kicked it
off to a great start! From the chatter I continue to hear in the halls, this event is a
kind of a big deal around here! Nothing like
great food and fellowship to contribute to
the school age field trips. They’ve gone
bowling, to the movies, Rusty’s pizza, Rush
Air Sports, and Edward’s Air Force Base.
How fortunate these children are to have
such an involved community to provide
them with all of these memorable experiences!

As the school year begins, please take
the time to read any posted signs, notes sent
home updating you on your child’s progress,
newsletters notifying you of events going on
in the month, and menus detailing meals
served daily, as we will be sending them
home throughout the year.
For all the families leaving the Wonder
Window after the summer, I’m grateful for the
time, although brief, that we’ve shared. I wish
you and your family the best in your journey!
And to the returning families, welcome back!
I’m eager to get to know everyone!

This year was a first in hosting 2
weeks of Vacation Bible School. The first in
June for our Wonder Window preschool and
a second week for the school age which welcomed over 90 children from the LCOP family, Wonder Window Children’s Center, and
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Ms. Vanessa’s Class

Ms. Rachel’s Class

Parents and families, summer is coming to an
end. The 2’s have had a blast learning about
all the countries. We want to welcome Miss
Monica as our new director and to our Wonder Window family. We have lots of birthdays
this month to celebrate. We want to wish a
very happy 3rd birthday to Dominic, Keira,
and Reese. We also want to wish Ms. Karena
a happy birthday on the 19th. I’m excited to be
seeing the children come back and start a
new school year!

Hello Parents! Wow! It’s been a hot summer!
Children are having fun with water day to
stay cool. We’ve been busy learning about different countries; so much fun learning about
their culture and lives. Our last country will
be Australia, land of down under. Summer is
coming to an end … the school year will soon
start. Hope everyone has enjoyed their summer, either staying home or traveling. Let’s
keep those who are sick in prayer.
Take care and God Bless!

God Bless

Ms. Stephanie’s Class

Happy August parents and families.
This month we will be ending our summer
with lots of water play and fun. Our class
will be traveling to Australia and doing lots
of crafts from that country.
School will be starting on August 16th. If
you are leaving for the school year have a
blessed year and we will see you next summer. I can’t wait to see a lot of returning
students. We are going to have a wonderful
year.

Upcoming dates to remember:
08/02 School age field trip to Dewar’s
08/03 Water Day
08/09 Final School age field trip to
the Mall for a fun day of shopping and lunch at Red Robin

God Bless

08/11 Final water day

Mr. Jacob’s Class

08/11 Tuition is DUE

As the Summer Program comes to a close, I
would like to say good bye to our summer
time friends and wish them the best of luck
in the school year.
As we close the chapter of summer, we are
opening a new school year. With a new Director, I would like to welcome Miss Monica
to the Wonder Window family, she already
seems like a great fit! May this new school
year be blessed with new friends and lasting
memories!

08/14 &15 Wonder Window is CLOSED
to prep for the school year
08/16 First day of school

God Bless
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Wonder Window School Board

The Fall 2017 school term will begin on August 16th this year. Wonder Window has a
stand up request board in the Narthex of
the church. If you see something on the
board that you feel you can provide for
WW, please have it to church by August
9th so we can know what supplies the
school still needs to purchase.
Monica, our new Director, is settling into
her duties and acquainting herself with the
students, parents, staff and volunteers.
Please stop by, introduce yourself and say
hello. Thank you all for always being so
willing to help Wonder Window. Please continue to pray for our school, the staff, students, parents and others involved with
caring for these precious children God has
placed in our care.

Update on Operation Christmas Child

Operation Christmas Child is a Franklin Graham ministry our church has participated in
for many years. This year we have been informed that they will not accept toothpaste or any candy. Other items are still
okay (including toothbrushes). Also for anyone who
likes to pick up items for
their shoeboxes when they
are on sale, July and August are great months
to purchase school supplies (pencils, crayons,
pencil sharpeners, small notebooks or coloring
books). If you have questions contact Heidi or
Gayle Frye. We'll have more information later.

Blessings, Vivienne Kuster

August 23rd there will be a potluck dinner
at Cliff & Karen Johnson’s house @ 5:30
p.m. Please contact Karen with what you
are going to bring. Then after dinner met
back at church for practice @ 7p.m.
Cliff & Karen’s
address:
5311 East Cove Court
Phone# 871-3708
Any questions please
see Brenda Higgins.
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