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   Vision                    
                      Statement

Every member of Living Waters
is ExcitEd about the Gospel, 

EquippEd for ministry,
and EffEctivE in fulfilling

God’s mission.

the three E’s 
ExcitEd, EquippEd

and EffEctivE

 24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 25 not 
giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—

and all the more as you see the Day approaching.                                                   Hebrews 10: 24 - 25

You may not know it but we are on the cusp of something big for Living 
Waters. We have always been a mission-minded and outreach-oriented 
church. We have always put a high value on learning God’s Word together 
and creating a culture of vibrant worship and vibrant community. But now 
we are about to connect those values in a brand new initiative called the 
Three E’s Strategy. Living Waters’ leadership developed a vision state-
ment earlier this year to help drive our mission: Every member of Living 
Waters is Excited about the Gospel, Equipped for ministry and Effective 
in fulfilling God’s mission. Foundational to this vision statement are the 
words excited, equipped and effective. Beginning this year, everything we 
do as a church will contribute to one or more of the Three E’s at Living 
Waters. Look for details regarding how you can connect to the Three E’s 
Strategy in your faith life! 

Current

Our goal is for everyone at Living Waters to be excited about the Gospel. We 
want the family of Living Waters to come together in as many ways as possi-
ble, by centering around God and learning more about Him, yet having fun and 
enjoying authentic fellowship with one another.  We are so excited about our 
upcoming Family Camp (Sept. 26-28) which is for anyone, of any age. It is about 
enriching the relationship we have with our heavenly Father and learning togeth-
er with our Living Waters family.  Be sure to check out our “Guess Who?” game 

where you can learn more about a number of our members 
(see the Community Table). There are several small 

groups starting this fall. If you are not currently a 
part of a small group or Bible study, now is a great 

time to join. Feel free to jump right in to any 
one of these.  And of course, join us Wednesday 
night for a wonderful family dinner at 5:30pm 
followed by small groups and classes for all ages. 

If anyone has an idea/event they would like to 
see at Living Waters, please contact me so we can 

talk about making it happen.

A few words from Pastor Mark

Deacon: Katie Diestelhorst

Excited
about the Gospel

Community
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Have you ever wondered why we worship? Worship is first and foremost 
giving glory to God,  to “ascribe to him the glory due His name!” Psalm 29:2. 
When we approach God in such a way, vibrant worship is 
the result. Jesus described how a believer will worship in 
“spirit and in truth,” when he talked with the woman 
at the well, John 4:24. There is no doubt that vibrant 
worship, worship offered in spirit and in truth, is 
exciting! We have all been part of worship settings 
were we walked away enriched, enlivened and ex-
cited for our relationship with God, His Word and 
the Gospel. That is the goal for our worship experi-
ences at Living Waters. 

“Exciting” worship may sound misleading. We are not going 
to employ a smoke machine. We are not looking to entertain! Our culture 
may have those kind of associations with the word “excited”. But the “ex-
cite” we are talking about is more akin to what happens to the molecules in 
a test tube when heat is added. There is interaction and a reaction. Pray for 
exciting worship at Living Waters where we are truly stirred up together, 
where we interact with God’s Word and an experience of His Grace and 
where a “reaction” truly takes place between our souls and the Spirit of 
God. If we all come expecting that this is what worship is meant to be, our 
hearts will be open to what God intends to do.          Are you excited?

TheCurrent

Equipped
for Ministry

Worship

 “…11And He gave some as apostles, 
and some as prophets, and some 
as evangelists, and some as pastors 
and teachers, 12for the equipping of 
the saints for the work of service, 
to the building up of the body of 
Christ; ”               Ephesians 4:11-12

Discipleship
Deacon: Sumitha Raya

Research shows that people are 
more likely to grow in their faith 
when their families put faith into 
practice at home. According 

to Search Institute, “Four 
family practices are partic-
ularly important for help-
ing young people grow in 
faith (both in childhood and 
adolescence): talking about 

faith with your mother; 
talking about faith with your 

father; having family devotions 
or prayer; and doing family 
projects to help other people.” 

Our Sunday School and Mid-
week continues to use Faith 
Weaver NOW and ‘The Faith 
Weaver Family’ curriculum. We 
are so grateful to have Jonathan 
back leading our youth. We have 
newly refurbished classrooms, 
confirmation classes are in 
full swing and there are many 
events being planned for the 
youth.

We have many opportunities 
to participate and grow spir-
itually at Living Waters for 
adults as well. In Bible classes 
and in small groups, we are 
equipped by God’s Word to 
be His disciples. Having such 
a strong, faithful Living Waters 
family that supports both our 
young people and one another 
in learning God’s Word allows 
us all to become equipped for 
ministry.

upcoming events:
 · LCMC Conference ~ Oct. 5-8
  Des Moines, IA
 · Advent Family Festival ~ Wed., Dec. 3
 · Christmas Pageant ~ Sun., Dec. 14



Deacon: Allen DurrEvangelism
  In the same way, let your light shine before others,

that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.
Matthew 5:16

Through acts of evangelism, service and mission, we discover what it means to 
be effective for the Kingdom of God. By shining our lights for Jesus right here in 
our community, we are seeing the message of the Gospel take root in the hearts 
of new sisters and brothers in Christ, as well strengthening and building strong 
Christian families that shine to glorify Him. 

Our annual Father~Daughter dance brightened the lives of 586 fathers and daugh-
ters.  We gave out 294 build-a-bears to the girls that attended the dance. The dads 
were able to write a special note and place it inside a zipper pouch for the girls 
to read at a later time.  This spring Living Waters started their first softball team 
playing against other teams that were in the Peoria Park District. It was a fun way 
to shine our lights in Peoria each week. Several Living Waters members washed 
cars, shared good conversations and sent new friends off with a message of God’s 
love. Our VBS this summer, brought 59 youngsters to Living Waters for a week 
filled with fun and the message of the Gospel. Our Endres Park worship and picnic 
was detoured to the church due to rain but that did not deter this family of faith 
from having fun. After a fabulous pot luck lunch, the kids got to play a lot of games 
and a bag-toss tournament made for a great day! We have a 
wonderful group of folks that are reaching out to our 
neighbors in the Royal Highlander neighborhood, 
building relationships and offering the helping 
hands of our church. We have a fun opportu-
nity coming up in a couple weeks, to share 
an evening with our neighbors in fellow-
ship as we show a double feature “drive-in” 
movie. All of the above activities would not 
happened without the generous gifts of time 
of Living Waters members and the willingness 
to shine your lights for Christ. 

Effective
in fulfilling 

God’s Mission
Then I heard the voice of the Lord 
saying, “Whom shall I send? 
And who will go for us?” And 
I said, “Here am I. Send me!”
Isaiah 6:8

Stewardship
Deacon: Don Stroup

“When the famine had spread over the 
whole country, Joseph opened the store-
houses and sold grain to the Egyptians, for 
the famine was severe throughout Egypt.” 
Genesis 41:56

Giving God’s Way
During Joseph’s time as ruler of Egypt, 
the people were starving. Crops hadn’t 
grown, so trading stopped and a once 
wealthy nation was brought to its knees. 
Sound familiar? Much of the western 
world is in a time of crisis right now. 
Recession, unemployment, prices rising 
and benefit payments falling. Sadly, you 
don’t have to look far to find good peo-
ple struggling to feed their families for 
reasons beyond their control. 

As a young man Joseph was foolish at 
times, but despite that he loved God and 
worked hard. His life was a roller coast-
er of ups and downs, and through it all, 
he remained faithful to God, learned his 
lessons, used his gifts and ultimately God 
blessed him and his country through him. 
God have him wisdom to see the prob-
lems coming and a plan to save Egypt.

God wants to use you, too. Greed has 
brought our nation to its knees and we 
need an antidote. God is calling young 
people like you to model a new way  of 
living, a new way of working, a new way 
of doing business and a new way of tak-
ing care of the lost, the last and the least. 
If you‘re coming out of a family or com-
munity hit hard by hopelessness, don’t 
lose sight of God. He hasn’t lost sight of 
you, and hasn’t abandoned His hope for 
you . This is actually going back to what 
this great country was founded on!

Heavenly Father, in these current 
times help me to be an instrument of 
Yours, to help others and show others 
Your nature and character, so that 
through myself and others a change 
can be made in this nation and world. 
In Jesus’ Name,  Amen.
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And He said to them, “Go into all the world 

and preach the gospel to all creation.
Mark 16:15

Through your faithful tithing, talents and time, you, the family of Living Waters 
Lutheran have contributed to the community and missions ~ locally, nationally 
and internationally.  Through these ministries we share the love of God with our 
neighbor.  When we serve those in need without any expected reciprocation, we 
take Jesus’ teaching seriously that when we serve the “least of these”, we serve 
Christ Himself. Service is an end in itself which brings honor to Jesus Christ.

There are so many opportunities to serve right here in Peoria. Out missions 
committee has a goal to see every member of Living Waters serve in at least 
one way each year.  Service can take many forms ~ pound nails or wield 
a paintbrush for Habitat for Humanity and His Helping Hands, assemble 
Tender Mercies meals at the Midwest Food Bank, sort donations at the 
South Side Mission, pick up rubble at the tornado sites, tie quilts, pack 
school supplies or gifts in shoe boxes.  Even those of you who cannot 
physically serve in these areas can sign Christmas cards or make Valen-
tines for someone hospitalized during the holidays. These cards can be 
left at the mission table anytime. 

This past summer our youth spent a week in the Quad Cities serving needy 
families.  The pictures of the participants tell stories of growth not only for those 
they served but also for our own kids.  Service helps all of us grow in our faith. 

Internationally, one of our members will be serving on a Medical Mission trip to 
Kenya later this year. The international mission team decided to help support her 
trip with a $1000 donation. Several others will be traveling to India in December.  
They plan to meet and serve with our Mission Partners - Kharagpur School and 
Home of Love. Please keep these ambassadors of Christ in your prayers as their 
journeys unfold.

We continue to support two children ~ Leidy and Fredy ~ from Guatemala. 
Consider writing them a letter which we will translate and send to them.  Maybe 
you’d be willing to cut squares for the quilters to sew. Our quilts are donated to 

Lutheran World Relief to be used all over the 
world. We will continue to assemble gift 

boxes for Operation Christmas Child 
and can always use small things to put 
in the boxes, Christmas cards can be 
added to each of these boxes as well. 

I challenge all of you to find a way to 
serve.  You will not regret the time 
spent and camaraderie that will bloom 

within our Living Waters family.  There 
is a joy that fills your heart that only can 

be found in service for the Kingdom of God.

Deacon: Jeanne SetterlundMissions


