
 

 
Live Oak United Methodist Church 

P.O. Box 709, Watson, LA 70786 
(225) 664-4801  

www.loumc.org  -  liveoakumc@aol.com 

Sunday Worship - 8:00 AM., 10:00 AM., 11:30 AM.  
 

Sunday School - 9:00 AM & 10:00 AM 

Thursday Worship – 7:00PM 

  
Sunday School, 9:00 & 10:00 A.M/ 

  

  
 

Pastor ……………………….…….. Dr. Mark Crosby 
Associate Pastor ……….……..   Rev. Dickie Davis 
Pastoral Care Director ……....Rev. Tom Bergeron 
Asst. Pastoral Care ………..… Rev. Rita Chiasson 
Youth/Missions Director ……....Rev. David Orges 
Assoc. Minister/Worship Leader …. Trent Barnett 
Music Director ………………....… Melanie Rushing 
Asst. Music Director ………………....David Easley 
Education Director ……………….....Terrie Crosby 
Administrative Asst. ………………..Cathy Bermes 
Treasurer …………..…………………….. Jim Otken 
Maintenance …………………………… David Drake 
Organist …………... Carol Justice & Vickie Arbour 
Keyboard ………………… Brittany Crosby, Sammi 

                                                 Rushing, Sarah Rushing 
 
 

http://www.loumc.org/


 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
 
Summer time is a unique time in most of our lives. During the 
summer months we get to enjoy the outdoors, time off, and     
various celebrations (Memorial Day, Father's Day, and 4th of July). 
We also restructure our schedules and enjoy other            
opportunities that we don't have during other times of the year. 
 
One of the great opportunities we enjoy at Live Oak UMC is our      
Vacation Bible Schools. Vacation Bible School is a great time for our 
children (and adults) to learn about the Love of God and the grace of 
Jesus. VBS is a time for our children to grow in their faith in ways 
that they may not experience in other arenas of life.  We at Live Oak 
UMC believe in teaching the Word of God so that all of us and 
especially our children will have an amazing mountain moving faith. 
 
Our Heavenly Father wants us to have an amazing, life changing, 
mountain moving faith. That kind of faith doesn't just happen, but      
begins to grow and take root as children and continues to grow 
throughout our lives. 
 
Therefore the series we have chosen for the month of June is 
entitled "Will our children have faith." I hope you will join us in June 
for a   series that I hope will challenge you and encourage you during 
a unique time of the year to help your children to have an amazing 
and life changing faith. 
  
So please join us this Sunday, and for VBS (from June 10-13) so that 
we can insure that our children have faith. 
God bless. I hope to see you Sunday. 
Mark C. 
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Galatians 1:6-7; 1 John 4:1; 2 Timothy 4:3-4 

“I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him 
who called you in the Grace of Christ, to a different 
gospel, which is not another; but there are some who     
trouble you and want to prevent the gospel of Christ.” 

“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits 
whether they are of God; because many false prophets 
have gone out into the world.” 

“For the time will come when they will not endure 
around doctrine, but according to their own desires, 
because they have itching ears, they will leap up for 
themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears away 
from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.” 

Truth matters!  False religions and erroneous beliefs 
have grown and spread in the past than ever.  Some of 
these religious groups are on the fringes and some are 
in the mainstream of society.  They offer a bewildering 
variety of beliefs about God and human destiny.  Most 
of these religious teachers and groups claim that their 
beliefs are either true Christianity or at least consistent 
with the Christian faith.  They talk about God, Jesus, 
faith and love; they usually quote the Bible. 

How can we know what is true and what is not?  It is 
possible to know the essential truth that is basic to a 
health Christian faith and be able to discern truth from 
error.  Truth does matter. 

The message that gives the true gospel is that Jesus 
Christ, the one and only Son of God, died for our sins 
and rose from the grave, conquering death for us (1 
Corin. 15:1-4), bringing us forgiveness, a relationship 
with God the Father, and the   promise of eternal life 
(Acts 26:18; Rom. 6:23; Col. 12:12-14).  The basis of 
this relationship with God is grace - God’s underserved 
kindness and favor - not our works (Eph. 2:8-10; 2 Tim 
1:9; Titus 3:4-7).  False gospels typically take one of 
three forms - First, the belief that salvation is by works 
(legalism).  Many religions teach that we must earn 
eternal life by our good works.  Some teach that we 
must be saved by faith in Christ plus works.  They 
maintain that Christ’s death gives us a kind of second 
chance to prove ourselves worthy of eternal life.  
(con’t) 
      

  

 

Nuggets from the Bible 
 

 

Nuggets From the Bible (con’t) 
 
Second, is the belief that salvation does no works, 
(antinomianism).  Those who believe this may 
accept the facts of the gospel and then are free to  
go on  living the same way.  True saving faith 
includes an attitude of trust and reliance on God 
and desire it pleases God.  It results in a life of love 
and good works (Gal. 5:6; Eph. 2:10).   

Third, is the belief that salvation is for everyone 
(universalism).  The claim that God will save 
everyone flatly contradicts the Bible’s many 
warning about eternal punishment (Rev. 20:10-
15).  The Biblical message is not faith plus works 
or faith minus works, or optional faith.  It is not by 
a person’s choice, but God’s word. 

There are many false gospels in our world but only 
one true gospel.  

God says that salvation is by grace through faith.  
Truth Matters!     (To be continued) 

Information from:  Robert M. Bowman, Jr.  

                                                                                   ARA 

 



Vacation Bible School - 
2012 
 Mark your calendars for June 10th through the 13th for this 
year’s Vacation Bible School, “Born Again on the Bayou.” 
Bring out your shrimp boots & your best Cajun accent as we 
travel through the swamps of Louisiana and learn what the 
Bible says about things like greed, pride, jealousy & 
temptation. We’ll even teach you a few Cajun French words! 
We have classes for ages 3 to 5th grade.  
 
Our Pastor teaches the adult class and nursery is provided.  
If you are new to LOUMC and have not yet experienced our 
VBS, you’re in for a treat. From 5 to 6 PM we enjoy a      
delicious hot meal & salad bar. It’s 4 nights of no cooking 
for you! From 6 to 6:30 we go into the main sanctuary for 
music then at 6:30 the children follow their class for 3 
thirty minute rotations of Bible study, music and crafts.  

The adults remain in the sanctuary for their study.  At 
8PM, families reunite in the sanctuary then at 8:15, we 
top off the night with an inspirational and always fun skit. 
By 8:30, the festivities are over. 
I am needing donations of children’s building blocks 
or Lego’s for one of our lessons. 
 
Please join us for a VBS that is unlike any other. If you 
would like to be a part of our team by being a teacher’s 
helper, or help in crafts, music, food service or clean up, 
please contact Terrie Crosby at 225-664-4801.  

  

Cathy Bermes - Biography 
 
Cathy was born and raised in Miami, Florida and moved 
to Baton Rouge in 1976 with her parents. She graduated 
from Belaire High School in 1980.  After High School she 
attended Business College and Graduated in 1981. 
 
In March 2001, Cathy moved to Watson and began raising 
her 4 boys (Owen, Dylan, Quentin & Nathaniel).  She 
began her search for a church family, started attending 
Live Oak United Methodist Church in 2004.    
 
In 2005, Cathy was hired to work in our church nursery 
with our little ones, and most likely you will see her on 
Sunday morning with a baby on her hip.  In September 
2010, Live Oak United Methodist Church hired Cathy as 
Administrative Assistant.  She will be the one who    
answers the phone when you call the church office and 
answering any questions that you may have.  Cathy also 
works during Valentine Banquet, Vacation Bible School, 
Live Oak Angels and anything else that may come up. 
Cathy continues to work in our nursery on Sunday 
mornings.   When she is not at work, she enjoys watching 
her sons play basketball and football.  

  
 “In all things I have shown you that by working hard in 
this way we must help the weak and remember the 
words of the Lord  Jesus, how he himself said,  
“It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 
                                                                                       Acts 20:35 

  
  

Live Oak United Methodist Church 

“Little Acorns” 
Summer is coming soon and the “little acorns” will be 
back at work every Tuesday helping our church 
beginning June 5th.  “Little Acorns”  which is a group of 
young boys and girls who volunteer their time working 
around the church every Tuesday morning from 9:00 to 
noon, followed by pizza. We have a lot of fun eating 
pizza afterwards and  going on field trips throughout 
the summer.  Kids please come join us for some 
wonderful fellowship and good works.  
 
“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus  
for good works, which God prepared beforehand,  
that we should walk in them.”  
  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Otken – Biography 
 

 

Jim has has been on the staff at Live Oak since January 
2007.  He performs all of the accounting and bookkeeping 
functions for the church and reports all financial activities 
to the Finance Committee and Administrative Board. 
  
Jim graduated with honors from Broadmoor High School in 
Baton Rouge in 1986.  It was in Jim’s senior year that he 
began to turn    toward Christ.  God used His church’s 
basketball team to draw Jim closer to Him.  This is a 
ministry that Jim would help bring to Live Oak to reach out 
to other young men. 
  
After high school, Jim went on to LSU to earn his bachelor’s 
degree in Finance.  It was toward the end of his schooling at 
LSU that Jim met and married his wife Michelle.  From 
there, Jim seized the opportunity to go to a school his father 
attended, raved over, and loved his whole life:  Texas A&M 
University.  So in 1992, Jim packed up and took his bride 
Michelle to College Station where he would earn his MBA. 
  
Jim’s father had always emphasized the importance of 
education.  In 1998, Jim earned his CPA license, and 
followed that up in 2004 by becoming a Notary Public.  But 
it wasn’t until 2006 that Jim really felt a desire to learn 
about someone he didn’t know much about….Jesus. 
  
On a Sunday morning in 2006, Jim, Michelle, Emily, and Ella       
attended Live Oak UMC for Sunday worship.  It was a life 
altering event for they immediately felt at home.  God 
moved swiftly upon them as He opened up opportunities 
for them to serve.  Michelle helped and eventually was 
asked to handle the 2007 church directory while Jim was 
put to work painting one of the Sunday school rooms (the 
most beautiful shade of neon lime green).  But that was 
only the beginning. 
  
With the new sanctuary’s financial campaign kicking off, 
Jim’s     volunteer efforts quickly turned into the treasurer 
position that he holds today.  Jim is blessed that he can now 
see how God has guided his steps all along the way. 
  
Jim loves his family, Sophie (the family’s new Chihuahua),      
chocolate, swimming, and basketball.  He is an avid mixed 
martial arts (MMA) fan though you might never know it by 
his appearance.  Generally wearing business-casual attire 
for work and having to be serious most of the time, Jim 
prefers shorts, t-shirts, and sarcastic humor.  And yes, there 
is nothing like a good Aggie joke.  Gig ‘em. 
  

 

 

 
New Cemetery Policy 

May 14, 2012 

In September 2011 new fees and 
regulations for burial in the church’s 
Cemetery were unanimously approved 
by the Administrative Board, the first 
such changes since 1992. The changes 
include increases in service charges, 
burial fees for both members and non-
members, reserving of gravesites for 
spouses, selection of gravesites, grave 
marker regulations, plants and similar 
items   regulations, gravesite materials 
and permanent items regulations, etc. 
You may obtain a complete list of the 
regulations and fees from the church 
office. 

 

 

  
 
We say good bye to James and Bukky 
Harthoorn and their family as the follow 
God’s direction in their life to begin new 
ministry. 
James and Bukky served Live Oak for 5 
years and we are thankful for their 
services. 
Our prayer is that God will continue to 
bless them in their new  ministry and 
use them as they serve and minister to 
those that God brings into their lives. 
Thank James and Bukky 
God Bless You! 
Dr. Mark and Live Oak UMC 
  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Children’s Guitar & Piano Classes 
Summer music classes are here! Guitar classes are for grades 4th- 12th. Piano classes are 1st-2nd grades, 3rd-5th grades and a 6th 
-8th grade class for beginning pianists. Call the church office for day/ times. Get your registration forms from the church 
office, lobbies or music suite. Registration is $20 for materials and books.  
  

 

 
 

Piano 101  
 
 

This group piano class is for you if you want a crash course in piano 
lessons!  Taught by David and Melanie for HS thru adults, it will be held 
on Wed evenings beginning June 6 from 6:00-7:00pm in the music suite. 
(not meeting the weeks of VBS and July 4th) This class is for beginners,              

recreational piano and no pressure, just fun!      
 

Supply fee $20.   
Limited enrollment. Registration forms are in the office and music suite. 
  
 

Spend Awhile on the Nile! 
LOUMC Summer Musical Theater Camp   

 
This one week summer music day camp is for children entering 1st -7th grades held in the mornings 
Mon-Fri July 30-Aug 3. Camp consists of drama, music rehearsal, and Bible study with a musical 
production  culminating the week.   
Travel along the Nile River with Mr. Cruise, his daughter Liza Cruise, and his performing troupe as they 
retell Bible stories that occurred long ago, with a twist: they get the Bible stories wrong! Watch and 
see what happens as the kids from Live Oak Church help Mr. Cruise and his crew understand the truth 
about God’s enduing love and faithfulness to His people. Hiding God’s word in their heart is one of the 
most  valuable things we can do for a child. Music makes this process  easier and fun!  
Sign up now to attend the pre-camp introduction rehearsals on Sun June 3 and Sun July 15 from 3:00-
5:30pm. Get your CD and script to learn the music and speaking parts when you register! Registration 
fee is $20. Auditions will be held before camp begins at pre-camp rehearsals in June and July. Song 
sheets and CDs are available in the office or  Music Suite. 
Look for registration forms in the lobby of the church, choir room, and the church office. Call or email 
for more info or to audition for  characters: Melanie Rushing 225-665-1571  rushing1@cox.net or 
Sarah  McGibboney  225-803-4612 smcgib@gmail.com 
  

mailto:rushing1@cox.net
mailto:smcgib@gmail.com
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 In Memory 
4/29/12 

Bobbie Underwood:  Frances Sims 

5/6/12 

Jerry Fugler:  M/M Craig Harris, Carol Justice, Steve & Jane Muller 

Odom & Wyonna Graves:  Tressie Tate 

Bobbie Underwood:  Thrift Shop, Marie & Doug Simoneaux 

5/13/12 

Jerry Fugler:  M/M Jim King, Don & Shelly Strobel, M/M Warren W. 
May, Scott & Julie Smith, Vetra Wilson 

W.B. Allen:  Kirk & Mandy Benton 

Jessie Coxe:  Mary Ann Allen 

Mary Philpot on Mother’s Day:  Roseanne Erwin & Tim Chavers 

Pat Turner:  Vickie Linder 

5/20/12 

Jerry Fugler:  Kirk & Mandy Benton, Roseanne Erwin & Tim  Chavers 
Family, Doug & Marie Simoneaux 

June Owens:  Family of June Owens 

5/27/12 

Jerry Aisworth:  Tom R. Richardson, Bill Hood, Shelby Easterly, Jack 
Fugler, Sam & Linda King, Jeanita Slaton, Mary Ann Allen 

Jerry Fugler:  Jack Fugler, Virginia Meinke 

L.C. Harris:  M/M Craig Harris 

  

 

In Honor 
4/29/12 

Johnny & Marcie Hancock and Sarah Easterly:  From Charles and 
Latonia Roberts and boys 

Taylor’s Baptism:  Angela & Jason Alleman 

05/20/12 

Summer Sumich Orges: Sandy Burke 

05/27/12 

Virginia Meinke:  Chris C & Carol Ducote 

  
 


	staff
	june2012loumc_1
	music_2
	facebook
	honormemory

