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From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

 
Happy New Year! 

 

I want to begin by saying THANK YOU for making 2012 another 
wonderful year at Live Oak UMC. We saw marriages restored, broken 
hearts healed, families reunited, and hearts opened to the grace of God 
found in Christ. We saw lives changed to the Glory of God. 

 

The memories of 2012 will be etched in my heart and mind forever. The 
Valentine Banquet (gotta love Elvis), Vacation Bible School, Brittany's 
wedding, the mission and youth trips, and the amazing victories we 
experienced in the lives of so many. 

 

We also shared the grief and sadness of saying goodbye to so many that 
we loved. Yet in saying goodbye we are reminded of the great promise of 
our Lord and Savior "that whosoever believes in Him has eternal life." 

 

The year 2012 will be one we will never forget politically, personally, and 
pastorally. 

 

We now look forward to a New Year with hopes, dreams and expectations 
that each New Year brings. I hope that you will pray about getting more 
involved at Live Oak, reaching out to those around you and seeking God's 
will and blessing for your life. 

 

Music Opportunities 
 

In Honor/Memory 

Continued on page 2... 



 

 

A New Year’s Blessing 
 

May God make your year a happy one! 

Not by shielding you from all sorrow 
and pain, 

 

But by strengthening you to bear it 
as it comes; 

Not by making your path easy, But 

by making you sturdy to travel 
any path; 

Not by taking hardships from you, 

But by taking fear from your heart; 

Not by granting you unbroken sunshine, 
 

But by keeping your face bright, 
even in the shadows; 

Not by making your life always pleasant, 

But by showing you when people and their 
causes need you most, and by making you 

anxious to be there to help. 
 

God’s love, peace, hope and joy to you 
for the year ahead. 

Pastor’s Desk Continued… 

 
Time goes by too fast without spending time asking, seeking and 
knocking for God's best in your life. 
 

I pray that in 2013, we will all grow and grace and truth and seek 
God's will for each area of our life. 
 

Join us this Sunday as we celebrate a New Year and God's best for our 
lives. 
 

See you Sunday, 

Mark C. 

 
 
 
 

“The Journey of Loss and Grief” 
 

(A place to share with others) 

 
Facilitated by: Jennifer Thomas, RSW, LPC, LMFT and 

Rev. Rita Chiasson 

Location: Live Oak United Methodist Church Library 

When: Resuming every Tuesday at 2:00 p.m. January 8th 
 
 
Generations Hospice and LOUMC is offering grief support to anyone who 
has experienced the death of a loved one. Our support groups assist 
individuals in expressing, understanding, and coping with their emotions. 
For more information contact Jennifer Thomas at (225) 791-7775, or Rev. 
Rita Chiasson at (225) 664-4801 



 

Nuggets from the Bible 
 

 
 

2 Corinthians 5:17 
 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old 
things have passed away; behold all things have become 

new.” 
 

In January we always think of a New Year, but it’s also a 
good time to think of new things stated in scripture.  In the 
Old Testament the word new is found approximately 80 
times; in the New Testament about 55 times. 

 
“New” is defined as “never existing before, fresh, different in 
the form or quality as contrasted with what was before.” 

 
Under the Mosaic Law system, Israel had instruction about 
new moons, festivals, things, offerings, wine, and a new song. 
These were connected with their religious rights and system. 
One of the most quoted scriptures comes from the prophet 
Jeremiah in 31:31-34. Here he speaks of a new covenant in 
which is found provision for regeneration, a national 
restoration, personal ministry of the Holy Spirit, and full 
justification for sins.  This new covenant is made sure by the 
blood that Jesus shed on Calvary's Cross.  That blood which 
guarantees to Israel a New Covenant, also provides for the 
forgiveness of sins for the believers who comprise the church. 
Jesus' payment for sins is more than adequate to pay for the 
sins of all who will believe in Him. 

 

In the New Testament the believer in Jesus’ cross work is 
promised many new things — a new commandment (John 
13:34), New doctrine (Acts 17:19), a new creation (2 
Corinthians 5:17), a new man (Ephesians 2:15), and many 
more — a new home, new song, new name, new spirit, and a 
new body.  There is also the promise of a new Jerusalem and 
a new heaven and a new earth. 

 
The Apostle John sums it up pretty well when he says in 
Revelation 21:5, “Then He who sat on the throne said, 
“Behold I make all things new.” and He said to me, “Write 
for these words are true and faithful.” 

 
As believers in the age of Grace we have a bright new future 
ahead and are encouraged to continuously look for that 
blessed hope. 

 
 

“Mother-Daughter & Friends Tea” 
 

Tickets are now on sale for the 5th 
annual LOUMC “Mother-Daughter & 
Friends Tea” to be held Saturday, 
January 12, 2013, in our Family Life 
Center from 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Tickets 
are $8 adults (11 yrs. and older) and $5 
children (5-10 yrs. of age). Tickets will 
be on sale in our church sanctuary for 
the 10 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. services. 
Over 160 attended the 2012 event so 
plan to get your tickets early. The 
fellowship will include various teas and 
food.  Casual dress is appropriate, but 
feel free to wear your favorite “tea hat 
or tea attire.” For more information, 
contact Peggy Molcany at 664-9627. 

 

 
 

REFUGE 
Addiction Recovery Groups 

 
Thursdays at 7:00 PM 

 
These are Christ centered groups 
helping people that experience a 
variety of different addictions. At 
REFUGE people will meet to share and 
learn together. 

 
As a result they will have the 
opportunity to experience God’s 
presence, comfort and strength. Men 
and women meet together initially and 
then separate into gender-specific 
groups. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pull me out of the net 
which they have secretly 

laid for me, 

For You are my strength. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Financial Peace University 
 

Dave Ramsey 
 

Preview Class:  Wednesday, January 23rd at 6:30 

Class Starts: Wednesday, January 30th at 6:30 

Location: Upstairs Classroom behind Baptistry 

Coordinator: Lori Champlin 

Your money. Your Story. Your Life. 
 

Learn God’s way of handling money with Dave Ramsey’s  Financial 
Peace University. This 9-week video program will teach you how to 
pay off debt, save for the future, and give like never before.  FPU will 
walk you through a process that will get you there and make it very 
practical in your daily life. And if you know anything about Dave 
Ramsey, you'll laugh a lot along the way. Find more information on 
our church website or contact coordinators. 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
Saturday, January 12

th 
at 7:30 a.m. 

Conference Room 

“You’ve got five minutes . . . 

· . . And then I’m killing myself.” 
 
 
Come to our first Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast of the New Year and hear 
testimony of how God worked through 
one of our men to minister to 
someone who came by that was so 
desperate they were about to take 
their life! 

We will also hear from Bro. Sam about 
the upcoming Men’s Conference here 
at Live Oak United Methodist Church 
March 8th and 9th. 

It’s an awesome opportunity! 
 
 
 
 
 

We’re Back!  
 
We start back on Wednesday, January 9th 

 
Our Fall Semester in AWANA was awesome! Our second semester 
promises to be Super Duper with 75 kiddos and 25 adult AWANA workers 
rotating from Handbook Time, to Game Time, to Council Time. Our 
workers are committed to investing their time in ministering God’s Word 
and love to your children in a fun environment that affirms and 
encourages them. We have AWANA Kids Clubs for children ages 3 years 
old through 5

th 
grade. 

Come join us for an Awesomely Super Duper Time! 



 

 
Membership 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

H old fast to your faith (Hebrews 4:14) 

A ssemble with the saints (Hebrews 10:25) 

P ray earnestly every day (1 Thessalonians 5:17-18) 

P ray for great blessings (Malachi 3:10) 

Y ield not to temptation (1 Thessalonians 5:22) 
 
 

N eglect not your talents and opportunities 

(Galatians 6:10) 

E xamine yourself daily (2 Corinthians 13:5) 

W ork diligently for the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58) 
 
 

Y ield your members to righteousness 

(Romans 6:11, 16) 

E xercise yourself in godliness (1 Timothy 4:7) 

A im for a perfect, mature faith (Hebrews 6:1) 

R edeem the time (Ephesians 5:15-16) 
 

 
—Gus Nichols 

Church membership is vital to a community of faith. It declares to 
others that this is where God wants one to worship and grow in 

Grace and Truth. 
 

Church membership gives a person certain rights, privileges and 
opportunities that are recognized in a variety of settings. 

 

Church membership declares one’s willingness to invest their 
presence, prayers and gifts (Financial and acts of service). 

 

Church membership creates a sense of identity and responsibility 
. . . “Hey that’s my church” or “that’s where I go to church.” 

 

So how does one become a member? 
 

 
1.    Attend, pray and seek if LOUMC is where God wants you to 

learn worship and fellowship. (There is no set timeline or 
limit) 

 

2.    Contact the office/pastor during the week, or meet with 
the minister on a Sunday during the invitation time. 

 

3.    The pastor will set up a time to visit with you (and your 
family) and answer questions, explain concepts, and give 
an overview of membership. 

 

4.    If you are a member of another church, it is often right and 
customary for the church office to contact that church for 
your letter of membership. 

 

5.    If you have never been baptized or embraced Jesus as 
your Lord and Savior, then the pastor will explain and 
counsel the importance of this step of faith. 

 

6.    Once a person has declared their faith in Christ and to 
follow Him, and has been baptized and has spoken to the 
pastor about being a part of Live Oak, a packet will be sent 
to gather information for membership. 

 

7.    On the month that has five (5) Sundays there will be a “5th 

Sunday” recognition of all our new members. 
 

8.    If one has any questions, concerns or problems please call 
our office at 664-4801 for clarification, counsel and 
answers. 

 

 
Thanks, LOUMC Staff 



 
 

 
 

 
 

   

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Faith expects from 
God what is beyond 

all expectation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Men’s Conference 
 

March 8th and 9th 
 

 
Have you ever been at someone’s bedside to hear them utter their 
last words? I would think what they had to say would be pretty 
important to them, don’t you think? 
Among Jesus’ last words, as recorded in Matthew’s gospel, are 
these . . . 

 
“All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all people . . .” 
 

I believe the last words of Jesus that Matthew recorded are of great 
importance. Some refer to this passage of Scripture as the Great 
Commission. It is believed that Jesus is sending His followers out 
on a mission to reach the lost and disciple the saved. 

 
Do you reckon that when we die as Christians and face Jesus that 
He may well ask us, “How did you do with the last thing I told you 
to do?” Wow! Making disciples is important to Jesus. 
So….making disciples should therefore be important to us! 
This is why the March Men’s Conference has been scheduled at 
LOUMC. 

 
When it is over we will have learned an Intentional Process for 
Making Disciples that we can implement here at Live Oak United 
Methodist Church until Jesus returns! 

 
Do you want to be a part of something that is life changing? Want 
to be a part of something authorized by Jesus Himself?  Come join 
us at our March Men’s Conference. For more details contact Bro. 
Sam at 266-8954 or David Drake at 362-0836 

 

“Go. . . Make disciples . . .” - Jesus 

 

Valentine’s Banquet 
 

Ticket Sales begin January 6th
 

in the 
Family Life Center after 8:00 
service through beginning of 

11:30 a.m. service. 
 
Dinner Show tickets $25.00 each 

 

Dinner Shows 
Thursday, February 14th at 7:00 p.m. 

Friday, February 15th at 7:00 p.m. 
Saturday, February 16th at 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday, February 17th at 6:00 p.m. 
Friday, February 22nd at 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday, February 23rd at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Free Show 
Sunday, February 24th at 5:00 p.m. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Honoring our Veterans: December 1st opened the Christmas season for the 150 residents at the LA War 
Veterans Home and to the team who made the Christmas Party for them such a success. There are those 
who donated fresh fruit, snacks, and beautiful cakes. Others took time to load gift bags and wrote 
Christmas cards. Some chose to share their musical gifts and a very special poem praising Jesus our Savior. 
Through your generous donations, each HERO received $30 to spend as they need or choose. This was 
indeed a special blessing for those of us who made the trip to spend time with them.  We sadly missed some 
familiar faces, but new residents expressed joy as they adjust to their new home. They are all eager to 
celebrate Christmas in July with our church family. They are a very special group of men and women 
deserving our appreciation and acknowledging their sacrifice to God and country. On their behalf, THANK 
YOU for the role you played in making this time special for them. May God continue to richly bless you all. 

 
Honoring our Troops:  Your generosity allowed 34 Christmas packages to be sent to our troops. Stateside 
troops were sent Louisiana products; since only Louisiana can supply that “home flavor” they so miss. 
THANK YOU for making this Christmas special for our active HEROES. If you know someone in the military 
you would like included in our mailings, please fill out the blue slip on the foyer table. 



Music Opportunities 
 

Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet;… 
Praise Him with the timbrel and dance; 

Praise Him with stringed instruments and flutes! 
Praise Him with loud cymbals; 

Praise Him with high sounding cymbals! 
Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. 

Praise the Lord! 
Psalm 150: 3-6 

 

 
Chancel Choir for adults and teens meets Wed 7:00-8:15pm. We need more voices for our 

Sunday morning worship! 
Join a fun, loving, edifying group that loves to make a joyful noise to the Lord! 

Youth Bell Choir resumes on Sun. Jan. 13th at 6:00pm. Music reading required for grades 
6-12. Contact Melanie or Rita Chiasson  pianobells88@aol.com 

 

The Southern Bells handbell choir for adults and older teens meets on Wednesdays at 6:00pm. 
Music reading experience required. Subs needed for ringers if you’re interested in playing part 

time. 
 

The Youth Ensemble and Praise Band practice each Sunday except holidays from 
5:00-6:00 p.m. Singers, keyboardists, guitarists, & drummers grades 6-12 

are invited to join us! 
Rehearsals resume Jan. 13th. 

 
Music Maker’s Children’s Choir: Come join the fun with singing, bells, chimes, and rhythm 

instruments. The spring session begins Sunday, Jan. 13th from 4:00-5:00pm. 
 

After School Music Ministry 
 

Piano Classes: New beginner’s class starts in January. Ongoing lessons and classes resume in 
January, also. Contact your teacher for dates and times. 

Drum Ministry Class for beginning and early intermediate drummers grades 6-12th. Session 
begins in January and meets in the Music Suite. 

 

Guitar Ministry Class: Sign up now for classes beginning in January. Ongoing class resumes 
and new students are welcome, too. 

 

 
 

SIGN UP TODAY! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Registration forms for all of our After School Music Ministries are in the lobbies, 
music suite and church office. 

 
 

Contact Melanie Rushing at  rushing1@cox.net for more information. 

mailto:pianobells88@aol.com
mailto:rushing1@cox.net


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Live Oak 
United Methodist Church 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000932921009&amp;ref=ts
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In Loving Memory of: 
 
 
 

 
Charles Grantham (Ruth Goodwin’s brother):  Given by Thrift Shop 

 
 

12/2/12 

Sammy Davis: Lillian & Richard Thompson, M/M Craig Harris, Angela & Jason Alleman & girls, Carol 
Justice 

James Underwood; Scott Underwood, Gertrude Devall: Virginia Meinke 

Donna D. Parker: Lyman J. Parker 

Jim Justice: Lyman J. Parker 

Bobbie Underwood: Lyman J. Parker 

 John  Keith’ s  Mother (Elsie  Johnson) : Lillian & Richard Thompson, Carol Justice 

Frances Lefleur: M/M Jim King, Carol Justice, James & Georgia Papizan, M/M Rodriquez, Vetra 
Wilson, Bobbie Nanney 

 Ronni e  Nolan’ s  Mother in Law :  Carol Justice 
 
 

12/9/12 

Francis LeFleur Memorial Sign: Charles Lefleur, Willie Graves & Family 

Francis Lefleur: M/M B. L. Linder, Sr., Beverly & Henrietta Thames, Bo & Lounette Townson, Lionel 
& Susan Gloves, Wall & Rosilyn McKneeley, Jeremy & Rebecca Tripp 

 Elsie Johnson;  Sam  Davis; Wanda  S.  B ozeman, “Corkey ” Landry : Mike & Lisa Morris 
 
 

12/16/12 

Frances Lefleur: Steve & Jane Muller, M/M Jim Otken and girls 

Elsie Johnson: James & Georgia Papizan 

Bunkie Foster and Pat Turner: Boo & Devona Foster 
 
 

12/23/12 

Bunkie Foster at Christmas: Lillian Foster and Family 

Wallace Odom: Mrs. Wallace Odom 

Tommie Thompson at Christmas: Richard Thompson 

 La  Raye  Landon Phillips : Ann Lea 

Garrett Arnold: M/M Scott Smith 

 Kelton Whitehead  (Lannel Rasberry’s Brother): M/M Craig Harris 

L.C. Harris: Ginger & David Heuval 

Russell Buhler: Johnny & Norman Morgan 


