Live Oak United Methodist Church
P.O. Box 709, Watson, LA 70786
(225) 664-4801
www.loumc.org liveoakumc@aol.com
Sunday Worship - 8:00 AM., 10:00
AM., 11:30 AM.
Sunday School - 9:00 AM & 10:00
AM
Thursday Worship – 7:00 PM

Pastor ……………………….…….. Dr. Mark Crosby
Associate Pastor ……….…….. Rev. Dickie Davis
Pastoral Care Director ……....Rev. Tom Bergeron
Asst. Pastoral Care ………..… Rev. Rita Chiasson
Youth/Missions Director ……....Rev. David Orges
Assoc. Minister/Worship Leader …. Trent Barnett
Music Director ………………....… Melanie Rushing
Asst. Music Director ………………....David Easley
Education Director ……………….....Terrie Crosby
Administrative Asst. ………………..Cathy Bermes
Treasurer …………..…………………….. Jim Otken
Maintenance …………………………… David Drake
Organist …………... Carol Justice & Vickie Arbour
Keyboard ………………… Brittany Crosby, Sammi
Rushing, Sarah Rushing

Live Oak
United Methodist
Monthly Newsletter | July 2012

In This Edition
Pastor’s Desk
Nuggets from the Bible
Congratulations!
New Ministry
Little Acorns
Christian Education
Fifth Sunday
Music Opportunities
In Honor/Memory

From the Desk of the Pastor

Vacation Bible School 2012 was amazing. It was one of our largest and
most unique, with a petting zoo, Cajun stories, and the most adult
participation in recent history! Thanks Terrie and all the volunteers who
made this happen!! The efforts, sacrifice, and dedication were
demonstrated in a wonderful and fruitful way.
July is now here and that means summer camps, youth VBS and July 4th
celebrations.
We are very excited about the new series on "How We the People Can
Recover." We live in the greatest Nation in the world and we have been
blessed by God in so many ways. However, there is a sense of dread, and
pessimism in our nation as our national debt continues to grow, as
unemployment continues to be a major concern in many areas of our
nation, and as religious liberties continue to diminish.
Many ask is there any hope, is anyone going to do anything about the
problems we face as a nation? What if the ones who did something about
these problems were us? What if "We the People" made some personal
changes in how we live, give, pray, support, vote, encourage, and evangelize.
History demonstrates that when God's people seek the face of God, and take
seriously the Great Commission, amazing things happen within the culture.
This nation was founded by men and women who took a stand
for righteousness, and freedoms granted by God and the result was the
greatest nation the world has ever known. We the People can make a
difference when we the people take God at His word and apply it to our
lives and communities.
So join us in July as we celebrate our Nation's birth and the many
freedoms and privileges that God has given us as we learn how we the
people can preserve our amazing liberties for the next generation.
Hope to see you Sunday!! Mark C.

New Ministry Coming Soon
Our new young couples’ ministry,
"The Union" has become so
popular, we have "older" couples’
wanting the same. Beginning
some- time in August, we will
begin "The Covenant" which is a
new couples’ ministry designed to
meet the spiritual needs of
couples’ 35-60ish. We are hoping
to gather once a month with Bible
study, food and fellowship.

Reminder:
Fifth Sunday
July 29, 2012
Camp Istrouma
3-7 p.m.
See the flyer for details inside!

Nuggets from the Bible
(June 2012 Part I)
Galatians 1:6-7; 1 John 4:1; 2 Timothy 4:3-4
“I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in
the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, which is not another; but there
are some who trouble you and want to pervert (distort) the gospel of
Christ.”
“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits whether they
are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.”
“For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but
according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will
heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears away from
the truth, and be turned aside to fables.”
Truth matters! False religions and erroneous beliefs have grown and
spread in the past two centuries, and are more popular than ever. Some of
these religious groups are on the fringes and some are in the mainstream
of society. They offer a bewildering variety of beliefs about God and
human destiny. Most of these religious teachers and groups claim that
their beliefs are either true Christianity or are at least consistent with the
Christian faith. They talk about God, Jesus, faith, and love. They usually
quote the Bible.
How can we know what is true and what is not? It is possible to know
the essential truth that is basic to a healthy Christian faith, and to be able
to discern truth from error. Truth does matter.

For more information about this
new group: Please contact Kristy
Arbour at 225-362-3627, Kim
Couvillion at 225-485-5878 or
Terrie Crosby at the church office,
664-4801 to express your interest
or for more information.

The true gospel message is that Jesus Christ, the one and only Son of God,
died for our sins and rose from the grave conquering death for us (1st
Corinthians 15:1-4, bringing us forgiveness, a relationship with God the
Father, and the promise of eternal life. (Acts 26:18; Romans 6:23; Col.
12:12-14). The basis of this relationship with God is grace—God’s
undeserved kindness and favor---not our works. (Eph. 2:8-10, 2
False gospels typically take one of three forms: First, the belief that
salvation is by works (legalism). Many religions teach that we must earn
eternal life by our good works. Some teach that we must be saved by faith
in Christ plus works. They maintain that Christ’s death gives us a kind of
second chance to prove ourselves worthy of eternal life. Second: the
belief that salvation does no works (antinomianism). Those who believe
this many accept the facts of the gospel, but think they are free to go on
living the same sinful way as before. True saving faith includes an attitude
of trust and reliance on God, and a desire to please Him. It results in a life
of love and good works. (Gal. 5:6, Eph. 2:10). Third: the belief that
salvation is for everyone (universalism). This claim that God will save
everyone flatly contradicts the Bible’s many warning about eternal
punishment. (Rev. 20:10-15).
The Biblical message is not faith plus works, or faith minus works, or
optional faith. It is not by a person’s choice, but by God’s word.
There are many false gospels in our world, but only one true gospel.
God says that salvation is by grace through faith. Truth matters!
(Continued Below)
By: Robert M. Bowman, Jr.
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Nuggets from the Bible
1 Timothy 6:3-4a, 9
“If anyone teaches false doctrine and does not agree to the sound
instruction of our Lord Jesus Christ and to godly teaching, he is
conceited (proud) and understands nothing.” “Godliness with
contentment is great gain.”
Part II
(Continued from above)
In our world there are false gospels vs. the true gospel. Another
error is false doctrines vs. true doctrines. We learn true doctrine
from the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16). The core of Christian doctrine is
what Jesus taught to, and through, his apostles, the truth that sets us
free. (John 8:31-32). Although God does not expect us, in our mortal
lives, time to attain perfect understanding of that truth, He does
expect us to learn and understand sound doctrine—a healthy,
practical knowledge of essential Christian truth. (1 Tim. 4:6; 6:3;
Titus 1:9; 2:1)
False doctrine mishandles scripture in one of two ways: either it
denies its truth, or it distorts its meaning (Proverbs 30:5,6;
Revelation 22:18, 2 and Peter 3:16). Many people profess respect
for the Bible but deny those parts that do not fit their views. This is
theological liberalism. This view denies some, or most, of the
miraculous elements of Bible history and believes that fulfilled
prophecies were written after the fact. To distort the Bible truth is to
twist its meaning to fit false views.
Another area of false belief is the view of false Gods. False gods
may be spoken of in three senses. One of these is mythical gods.
Most ancient societies worshipped a multitude of deities, and
developed stories about them (myths.) Some of these deities were
imagined figures. Others represent various forces or creatures of the
natural world. The Bible warns that demonic beings are the real
inspiration behind such pagan deities
The apostle John, inspired by the Holy Spirit, warned about false
spirits. (1 John 4:1-2). Scripture gives us two basic ways to test
spirits to see whether they are from God. The first is to determine if
the spirits reveal truth, and the second is to determine whether the
spirits produce or encourage healthy, righteous values and behavior,
because the Spirit of God is the Holy Spirit (Rom. 14:17, 1 Tim. 4:1-5)

Nuggets from the Bible con’t
A second sense of false gods is that of human
beings worshipped as gods. People throughout
history have worshipped powerful human beings
as deities. Today several religions have revered
their founders or other men as god in human form.
A third sense of false gods is that of false
conceptions of God. Over half of the world’s
population belongs to the three major monotheistic
religions: Christianity, Islam, and Judaism. These
religions all classically acknowledge that one God
exists, that he created the world, and that he
revealed himself to Abraham. However, most
deny that God is triune (Father, Son and Holy
Spirit). Millions of people reject this essential
Christian truth.
A fourth factor in relation to falsehood is that of
false Christ. Jesus warned: “For many will come
in my name claiming, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will
deceive many.” (Matt. 24:5). Jesus Christ was the
promised Christ (Messiah) and the Son of God
(Matt. 16:16). He existed before creation and
made all things. (John 1:1-3, Col. 1:16). Although
he is distinct from the Father, the Son is himself
God (John 1:1, Titus 2:13). He humbled himself to
become human and was born of a virgin. He lived a
fully human life, subject to human temptations, yet
without sin. He died on the cross, was buried, rose
from the grave in an immortal glorified human
body; and ascended bodily to heaven. He sits on
the throne of God at the Father’s right hand and
will return to earth to judge and rule all humanity.
He is the object of the same honor, love, faith,
worship and prayer as God. False doctrines about
Christ deny or diminish his deity in some way.
Many modern religious leaders have claimed to be
Jesus or Christ.
A fifth factor in relation to Bible truth is that of
false spirits. The apostle John, inspired by the Holy
Spirit, warned about false spirits. (1 John 4:1-2).
Scripture gives us two basic ways to test spirits to
see whether they are from God. The first is to
determine if the spirits reveal truth, and the
second is to determine whether the spirits produce
or encourage healthy, righteous values and
behavior, because the Spirit of God is the Holy
Spirit (Rom. 14:17, 1 Tim. 4:1-5)
By: Robert M. Bowman, Jr.
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Congratulations!
Congratulations!
We would like to Celebrate the marriage of Brother
Tommy and Ms Jeanie .
They were married on Saturday, June 23rd at 2:00
p.m.
We wish them all the happiness in the world and let
them be blessed and honored that they have found
that special someone to share their life with.

Live Oak United Methodist Church
“Little Acorns”“

Little Acorns” is a group of young boys and girls
who volunteer their time working around the
church every Tuesday morning from 9:00 to
noon, followed by pizza.

FROM CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Vacation Bible School 2012 has passed, but
leaves behind some great memories. With over
600 people attending every night, (our highest
attendance night had 662!) "Born Again On The
Bayou" was a hit! I'd like to thank all of our
volunteers and staff who worked so hard to
ensure that everyone that attended felt
welcomed & encouraged, was given laughter, fun,
great food and most importantly, experienced
Christ. Our children raised almost $1100 for The
Louisiana Methodist Children's Home & our
concessions allowed us to donate $500 each to
our Honduras & Cambodia mission trips. It takes
many hands & hearts to pull this off. I feel
honored to have been able to work with all of
you! Sincerely Yours in Christ, Terrie Crosby,
Christian Ed Director.

July 29, 2012

3 -7 PM
Fifth Sunday
We will be going to Camp Istrouma for lots of fun with the blob, slide, zip line,
rock climbing, low & high jump, canoeing and fishing (bring fishing pole) from
3:00 - 7:00 p.m.

Please mark your calendar and bring a basket lunch for your
family. We hope to see you there!
Camp Istrouma is a retreat center and summer camp located 10 miles northeast of
Baton Rouge, Louisiana. The camp features 167 acres of magnificent south Louisiana
natural woodlands. Some of the outstanding features of the camp grounds are its miles
of beautifully marked nature trails along Sandy Creek with its bluffs and beaches.
These trails can be reached by crossing the famous “Old Swinging Bridge”. There is
also a seven-acre recreational lake which provides many high adventure water
activities year round. The camp is owned and operated by the United Methodist
Church.
At Camp Istrouma retreat facility and summer camp, we are
“Developing Disciples, Forming Friendships and Impacting
Lives Forever.” Through the years, we've had the privilege of
making a difference in countless lives, first through summer
camps, and then with outdoor adventure activities and
retreats. Now, let us extend that service to you. Whether
you're looking for an incredible Summer Camp, an out-of-theordinary adventure activities experience, or a serene place to
hold a retreat, Camp Istrouma retreat center in Greenwell
Springs, Louisiana is the place for you.

Live Oak
United Methodist Church

Spend Awhile on the Nile
LOUMC Summer Musical
Theater Camp

Hiding God’s word in their heart is one of the most valuable
things we can do for a child. Music makes this process
easier and fun! Travel along the Nile River with Mr. Cruise,
his daughter Liza Cruise, and his performing troupe as they
retell Bible stories that occurred long ago, with a twist: they
get the Bible stories wrong! Watch and see what happens
as the kids from Live Oak Church help Mr. Cruise and his
crew understand the truth about God’s enduing love and
faithfulness to His people.
This one week summer music day camp is for children
entering 1st -7th grades held in the mornings Mon-Fri July
30-Aug 3 from 9:00am-noon, with a musical production
culminating the week on Friday, Aug 3 at 7:00pm. Drop off
between 8:30am-8:55am each morning. Camp consists of
drama, music rehearsal, and Bible study with a musical
production culminating the week.
Attend the pre-camp introduction rehearsal on Sun July 15
from 3:00-5:30pm. Auditions for characters and speaking
parts will be held before camp begins at this rehearsal. Song
sheets and CDs are available in the office or Music Suite
when you register. For auditions, speaking parts and
characters check out the book for the script from the choir
room.
Look for registration forms in the lobby of the church, choir
room, and the church office. Registration fee is $20. Call or
email for more info: Melanie Rushing 665-1571
rushing1@cox.net or Sarah McGibboney 803-4612
smcgib@gmail.com

Children’s Piano Classes
We will be continuing piano lessons and classes for children
for the fall semester taught by our church pianists. If
interested contact Melanie at rushing1@cox.netor Rita
Chiasson pianobells88@aol.com

In Honor of
06/17/2012
Jimmy Turner for Father’s Day: Boo & Devona Foster, Vickie Linder
Richard Thompson: Boo & Devona Foster

In Loving Memory of
06/03/2012
Jerry Eisworth: Ronny J. Champlin, Kirt & Mandy Benton, Jean Anne
Easterly & Raymond Brooks, Family of Boyd Eisworth, Carol Justice
Jerry Fugler: M/M Jim King

Gail Morgan: Louis & Inell Harrison
Wynona & Odom Graves: Julius D. Nesom
06/10/2012
Jerry Eisworth: Steve & Jane Muller
Jerry Fugler: Fulton & Julia Underwood
Mother: June D. Owens: by David and Janice Huge
Pat Turner on her birthday: Vickie Linder
Floyd Frelick: Harold & Rhodesia Treadaway, Verna G. Bondi & Charles;
Frances B. Frelick, Greta & Jerry Frelick
6/17/2012
Jerry Eisworth: Kirk & Mandy Benton, Scott & Charlotte Landry
Russell Buhler: Johnny E. & Norma Morgan
Anne Easterly: Jean Anne Easterly, Dantin & Raymond Brooks
Eldo & Anne Easterly: Roger & Linda Roy
Pat Turner on her birthday: Boo & Devona Foster
Bunkie Foster on Father’s Day: Boo & Devona Foster
Bryan Linder, Jr.: Tyler Linder

