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From the Pastor’s Desk
The month of April was amazing! We set a record in attendance at Live
Oak on Easter Sunday with over 1,800 in attendance. We also had an
amazing confirmation class who declared their faith and belief in Christ
therefore beginning a new journey of faith.
We embraced several wonderful new members and rejoiced in the fact
that God is adding to His church. It has been a wonderful year and we
give
God all the
glory.
Sowing
the
Field / Reaping the Harvest
The month of May is also a month of wonderful opportunities and
celebrations. We will be recognizing our graduates and praying that
God will use them as they begin a new phase of life. We will recognize
those graduating from High School, College, and Graduate School. We
are so thankful for our graduates as they have worked, and sacrificed
to obtain this wonderful goal at this stage of life. Our prayer is that God
will continue to bless them and use them for His Glory.
We will also celebrate Mother's Day and recognize the love, sacrifice
and dedication of so many of our mothers. We hope that these
celebrations will bring joy and encouragement into your life.
We also cannot forget that for many of our children and youth, that
the month of May means summer break and the opportunity to relax,
play ball, go on vacation, attend Vacation Bible School, and the many
other pleasures and opportunities of the summer season. Please make
an effort to join us at Live Oak UMC for the many programs, camps, and
opportunities that come with the summer season.
Therefore with all of the celebrations and opportunities that are ours,
the Lord reminds us to be the "Salt of the Earth" and the "Light of the
World." Many ask what does that mean, and why is that so important?
Many do not realize and forget that they are the "salt" in their office,
school, home, business, factory, plant, rig, and neighborhood. The
Bible makes it clear that being salt is what preserves the world, and
brings flavor and healing to that arena of life.
In the month of May we will be looking at what does it mean to be
"Salt and Light". So as God gives us a new season, and new
opportunities and a new journey, let’s be "Salt and Light" in a world
that needs hope and grace.
God bless and always I hope to see you Sunday!!
Mark C.

Nuggets from the Bible
“Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us
free, and do not become entangled again with a yoke of bondage.”
“For brethren have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as
an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.”

If you have a heart for our active troops
and veterans, please join in
remembering them as our church
family. If you know someone who is
serving at this time, we will be happy to
add their name and address to the
LOUMC mailing list. Just fill out the blue
slip on the round table in the Foyer of
sanctuary your next visit to church. The
Upper Room is mailed to the active
troops, along with letters of
encouragement and packages at Easter
and Christmas. We also provide a
Christmas party and a Christmas-In-July
party for the Veterans who reside at the
Louisiana Ware Veterans Home in
Jackson, LA. If you would like to join in
THANKING OUR HEROES for their
service to God and country, you may use
the Offering Envelopes designating
“Military Fund” knowing those funds
will benefit both groups of HEROES. If
you are interested in helping with either
or both projects, please contact Toni
Terral email (raytoniterral@yahoo.com)
or call 225-667-5974.
On behalf of our HEROES.
Thank you!
.

Everywhere Paul went on his missionary journeys he preached the
gospel of grace - faith (believe) in the cross work of Christ plus
nothing equals salvation - no works - no laws. Religious, legalistic
Jews followed Paul and added Jewish Law to faith. The Galatians had
believed the gospel from Paul then began to doubt that faith was
enough. When Paul heard of this situation he wrote the Letter to the
Galatians.
In chapter 5 Paul explains the liberty found in the gospel of grace.
Today, different people choose to exercise their faith in different
churches. We have liberty but laws, rules, and regulations, like in
Paul’s day, are not to be added to grace for salvation. This liberty is
not to be license to do anything the flesh might desire. But through
love we are to serve on another.
In spite of this freedom in grace, some people feel that they need a
checklist to guide their Christian life. Paul gives us a wonderful list
that some scholars call “God’s To Do List.” We find it in 1
Thessalonians 5:8; 11-22. This is not a complete list. The scriptures
give us many more things that can be added—not for salvation but for
good works, and through love to serve.
Comfort each other
1. Edify one another
2. Recognize those who labor among you
3. Esteem them highly in love
4. Be at peace among yourselves
5. Warn those who are unruly
6. Comfort the faint hearted
7. Uphold the weak
8. Be patient with all
9. See that no one render evil for evil
10. Pursue what is good
11. Rejoice always
12. Pray without ceasing
13. In everything give thanks
14. Do not quench the spirit
15. Do not despise prophecies
16. Test all things
17. Hold fast what is good
18. Abstain from every form of evil
19. Pray for workers
20. Greet brethren with a holy kiss
21. Read this epistle

Trent Barnett - Biography

Trent Barnett is the Associate Minister/Worship Leader
here at Live Oak. He has been serving in various
ministries since January 2005. Since coming on staff
full-time in January 2012, he has begun leading the
11:30 Praise Band, “Purpose.” He also leads worship
for the youth on Wednesday nights, the Thursday night
service and the Sunday night service. When Trent is not
leading worship, he assists other pastors with funerals,
weddings, hospital visits and pastoral care.
Additionally, he works with the Pie Ministry, Missions
Committee, Youth, and VBS, along with various other
ministries.
Trent graduated from Denham Springs High School in
2004 as an Honor Graduate. He played French Horn
in the school band and also ran Cross Country. While in
high school, Trent helped start a Christian rock band
called “Seven Day Sacrifice (sDs),” which was able to
travel to 9 states, playing over 200 shows during a
period of 4 years. With sDs, he traveled as far as South
Dakota to serve on a mission team working with the
Lakota Sioux Tribe. Being in sDs opened many doors
for Trent to serve in ministry, including coming to Live
Oak in 2005 to lead worship for the youth.

In December 2008, he graduated from LSU with a B.A.
in Political Science. After graduating and searching for
jobs in the political realm, it became clear that God had
other plans for Trent’s life. As he stopped pursuing his
own goals and began focusing on God’s will for his life,
God placed a calling on Trent’s heart to enter the
ministry full-time. During this time, Trent was able to
participate in a mission trip to Tumbaco, Ecuador,
working with local missionaries to host a children’s
camp. This was one of the most rewarding experiences
of Trent’s life and helped to reaffirm the calling God
had placed on his heart.
As a result of God’s calling, Trent enrolled at New
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary in the fall of
2009. While at seminary, he was able to take a variety
of courses, including courses in hermeneutics,
philosophy, history, apologetics and biblical studies, as
well as Greek and Hebrew. During this time, Trent
began playing bass guitar with the 11:30 Praise Band,
“Purpose,” while also leading worship for youth on
Wednesday nights and for Thursday night service.
Upon graduating from seminary in December 2011 with
a Master of Divinity, Trent accepted a full-time ministry
position here at Live Oak.
If you spend any length of time around Trent, you’ll
soon learn he likes to engage in theological and political
debates. He also enjoys writing and playing music, as
well as playing tennis and running. Most importantly is
his faith in Jesus Christ. Without Him, he is nothing –
“sweetly broken, wholly surrendered.”

Find us on Facebook
and Twitter!
Did you know we are linked
to Twitter and Facebook!
Please visit our website for a
direct link to our Facebook
and Twitter pages!

Families Reaching the Lost
Live Oak United Methodist Church
“Little Acorns”

Summer is coming soon and the “little acorns” will be
back at work every Tuesday helping our church. Little
Acorns which is a group of young boys and girls who
volunteer their time working around the church every
Tuesday morning from 9:00 to noon, followed by pizza.
We have a lot of fun eating pizza afterwards and going on
field trips throughout the summer. Kids please come join
us for some wonderful fellowship and good works.
“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
for good works, which God prepared beforehand,
that we should walk in them.”
Ephesians 2:10

We value keeping our
membership informed, so
please log on to see what is
happening in your church
family!
If you have any questions,
please contact our church
office at 225.664.4801 or
email us at
liveoakumc@aol.com

To My Live Oak Church Family,
Thank you for the beautiful quilt.
I have enjoyed it every day! I
finally decided I better wash it! It
is so perfect for me - I am so cold
natured - I use it every day.
Thanks for the thoughtfulness! I
appreciate it.
Hopefully I will feel that I can
return the services very soon.
With Love & Prayers,
Julie Moorehead

Melanie Rushing -Biography
I have had the privilege of serving at our church as Director of Music
Ministries and pianist for 32 years. Working with children, youth and
adults in choirs, musicals and plays, piano classes, bell choirs and
planning and leading worship at the 8:00 and 10:00 services has been
such a fun musical journey. I am blessed to have such wonderful and
dedicated musicians to work with and a loving and caring congregation
to sing with.

Sowing
Field
/ Reaping
Harvest
I am married the
to Perry
Rushing
and have threethe
grown
children, Shelby,
Ryan, and Sarah, all musicians, whom I also have had the blessing of
playing and singing with in our church and community.
As co-director and accompanist for the Livingston Parish Children’s
Choirs, I have worked with founders Barbara and Regina Walker with
the children’s community choirs since 1991, and have taught private
piano lessons for almost 40 years. I received my Bachelor of Vocal
Music Education degree from LSU and hold State Certification in Piano
Teaching with the Certificate of Professional Advancement given by
Music Teacher’s National Association. I also hold membership in the
American Choral Director’s Association and Louisiana Music Teachers
Association.
Founding the LOUMC Adult Bell Choir in 1982, we have grown from a
three octave set to a full five octave set of 61 bells and three octaves of
hand chimes with members of youth and adults who have played
consistently with each other for 25 and 30 years. We lovingly call
ourselves the “ding-a-lings” and have named ourselves “The Southern
Bells.”

We will be recognizing all
graduates from High School and
College at all services on

May 13, 2012

I have enjoyed working with many singers and instrumentalists
teaching and directing these youth musicals and cantatas throughout
the years: Christmas 2001, The Story Telling Man, Welcome to the
World, “Sonlight” Tour, A Christmas Candlelight Celebration, Twinkle,
The Christmas Visitor, a musical play for children and youth written
by Terry Easterly, Angel Alert , The Christmas Puzzle, Come Together,
Kids Praise, Kids Praise2, An Easter Narrative Service w/Chancel Choir,
Bells and Children’s Choir, Now Hear It Again, Making the Grade, The
Balloon Party, The Race Is On, Kingdom Quest, Family Portrait, Get On
Board, Don’t Rock the Ark, Kids Telling Kids, It’s Cool in the Furnace,
What A Day for A Daydream, Captain Noah and the One and Only Zoo
Cruise for Twos, The Amazing Grace Race, and with the adult Chancel
Choir: Alleluia, The Brush Arbor Meeting, The Love Story, Easter
Celebration, The Nail Scarred Hands, Give Him Thanks,
Continued on page 2...

Melanie Rushing – Biography
(Con’t)
The Old Fashioned Singing, A Crown For the King, Liberty, This Is
My America, His Truth Is Marching On, Risen This Day, Once and
For All, God With Us, A Candlelight Carol Festival, A Carol
Celebration, The Living Creche, Touched By A Child Touched By A
King, Christmas Canticles, Christmas Joy, A Ceremony of Candles,
The First Noel, The Old Fashioned Christmas, Mary Did You
Know, King Jesus Is His Name, Noel Jesus Is Born, and Light
Looked Down.

Love is patient; love is
kind. Love is not
jealous; is not proud; is
not conceited; does not
act foolishly; is not
selfish; is not easily
provoked to anger;
keeps no record of
wrongs; takes no
pleasure in
unrighteousness, but
rejoices in the truth;
love bears all things,
believes all things,
hopes all things, and
endures all things.
~I Corinthians 13:4-7.

I thank God, and thank you for giving me the opportunity
to sing and direct the music ministries of Live Oak
Methodist!
Melanie Rushing

Thank You!
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
A great big THANK YOU to all of my fellow friends and church
members who donated their time and effort in making 800
Easter Baskets filled with candies going to the underprivileged
children in Livingston and East Baton Rouge parishes.
With God’s blessings and your help, “I know we made many
young children smile on Easter morning!”
Thank you! Gaynell Rhodes

Dear Church Family,
Thanks for all your thoughts and prayers during our time of
need. The Orchid is awesome!
Robin, Mike and Maribeth Attaway
To Our LOUMC Family
What a blessing you all are to us! During this difficult time of our
loss words can never say how much better it has been knowing
we have you and all your help with us and the beautiful sermons
of heaven have touched our souls. Amazing you all are!
Love, Brad & Stephanie Crawford
We appreciate the prayers, thoughts, and kind words during
our mother's time of need and her death. She loved you all,
stranger and friend alike. Her wish for you would be that you
always experience God's peace and love.
The Bobbie A. Underwood Family

A MOTHER’S LOVE
Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
I give thanks to my God upon every
remembrance of you.

~Philippians 1:2-3

Vacation Bible School 2012
6PM we enjoy a delicious hot meal & salad bar. Its 4
nights of no cooking for you! From 6 to 6:30 we go into
the main sanctuary for music then at 6:30 the children
follow their class for 3 thirty minute rotations of Bible
study, music and crafts. The adults remain in the
sanctuary for their study. At 8PM, families reunite in
the sanctuary then at 8:15, we top off the night with an
inspirational and always fun skit. By 8:30, the festivities
are over.
I am needing donations of children’s building blocks or
Lego’s for one of our lessons.

Mark your calendars for June 10th through the 13th
for this year’s Vacation Bible School, “Born Again on
the Bayou.” Bring out your shrimp boots & your best
Cajun accent as we travel through the swamps of
Louisiana and learn what the Bible says about things
like greed, pride, jealousy & temptation. We’ll even
teach you a few Cajun French words! We have classes
th
for age’s 3 to 5 grade. Our Pastor teaches the adult
class and nursery is provided.
If you are new to LOUMC and have not yet
experienced our VBS, you’re in for a treat. From 5 to

Please join us for a VBS that is unlike any other. If
you would like to be a part of our team by being a
teacher’s helper, or help in crafts, music, food service
or clean up, please contact Terrie Crosby at 225-6644801.

Children’s Guitar & Piano
Classes

LOUMC Summer Musical Theater Camp

Summer classes coming! See
lobby for registration forms for
exact dates and times.

This music day camp is for grades entering 1st-6th and consists of drama
time, music rehearsal, and Bible Study with a musical production
culminating the week. We are looking at dates at the end of July. If
interested in registering your children, contact Melanie at
rushing1@cox.net or get your registration form from the office or
lobbies. Exact dates TBA

Piano 101
This group piano class is for you if you want a crash course in piano
lessons! Taught by David and Melanie for HS thru adults, it will be held
on Wed evenings beginning June 6 from 6:00-7:00pm in the music suite.
(we will not be meeting the weeks of VBS and July 4th). This class is for
beginner’s only, recreational piano and no pressure, just fun! Supply fee
is $20 and there is limited enrollment. Registration forms are in the office
or choir room.

Sunday, May 13, 2012

In Honor
4/1/12
In Honor of Billy Arnold: Scott & Julie Smith
In Honor of Warren May’s Birthday: Mrs. Warren W. May
4/15/12
In Honor of Scotty Underwood on his Birthday: Scott & Nancy Underwood

Loumc.org
For more information please contact our church office at 225.664.4801
email us at liveoakumc@aol.com

In Memory
4/1/12
Bobbie Underwood: Ladies Sunday School Class, Elouise Henderson, Viola Fitzgerald,
Tressie Tate, Marvelle Stafford, Mary Philpot, Iris Harris, Julie Breaux, Joe and Ann Giles,
M/M Craig Harris, Mary S. Jordan, M/M Jim King, Peggy Langlois, M/M Hal Rasberry, John &
Judy Wilson, Annice Ruth Addison, Mary Ann Allen, Darrell & Loretta Beird, Lela Buhler,
John and Shirley Hay, Carol W. Justice, Paul T. & Joyce McAlley, M/M Bob Molcany, Mike &
Lisa Morris, M/M Jim Otken, M/M Paul Pendas, John & Gaynell Rhodes, Daryl & Gena
Stevens, Vetra Wilson, M/M John C. Hancock, Live Oak Angels
Wynona Graves: Julie Breaux
L.C. Harris: Julie Breaux
Lib Hancock: Julie Breaux
Jim Justice: Julie Breaux, Robert & Sherri Everett, Williams H. Harris, Roseanne Erwin &
Family
Rena King: M/M Jim King, Annice Ruth Addison, Carol W. Justice

4/8/12
Bobbie Underwood: Dr. John & Joycelyn Lorio,
Melvin & Susie Ott, Margaret Allen Tibbett,
Hewitt & Ferne Underwood, Scott & Mary
Underwood, A. Lynne Jones, M/M B. L. Fairchild,
Mike & Pat McCumsey, Vivian Rhodes, Ann Lea,
Scott & Nancy Underwood.
Rena King: Melvin & Susie Ott, A. Lynn Jones,
Beverly & Henrietta Thames, Roseanne Erwin &
Family, M/M John C. Hancock
Aunt Bobbie & Scott Underwood: Bobbie,
Karen, Phyllis and Rusty
Wallace Odom: Mrs. Wallace Odom
Ponder & Jodie Jones: A. Lynne Jones
L.C. Harris: A. Lynne Jones
Jim Justice: A. Lynne Jones
Our Mom, Dad, James & Katherine
Underwood: Bobbie, Karen, Phyllis and Rusty
4/15/12
Bobbie Underwood: Jeremy & Rebecca Tripp,
Lucille Babb, Chris & Carol Ducote, Roger &
Linda Roy, Ginger & David Heuvel

