Live Oak

United Methodist
Monthly Newsletter April 2012

In This Issue
Staff Directory
Pastor’s Desk
Nuggets from the Bible
Gratitude - Captain Paul Roman
Vacation Bible School
Chris Lacara Biography
David Drake Biography
Monthly Reminders
Secret Church
Find us on Facebook
In Honor
In Memory

Pastor’s Desk - The Hope of Easter
I love the month of April. It is not too hot or too cold, in most cases. This
April we are celebrating Easter and the joy that comes with that
wonderful celebration. We will also be confirming many of our youth in
the faith, as they profess their faith in the Lord Jesus. This is always an
exciting time as many of our youth begin to embrace what we believe
and why we believe it.
I often ask the question "Do you know what you believe?" Can you
defend your faith if you are challenged? In this culture and time in
history our faith is becoming the target of criticism, and contempt.
Therefore (now more than ever) we are called to defend the faith and
give a reason for the hope within us (1 Peter 3:15).
In a culture where atheism and skepticism seem to be expanding in
various circles, many are questioning, doubting and dismissing what
they once held dear to their heart. When that happens a sense of apathy,
depression, and cynicism begins to take over the soul. It is for this
reason we at Live Oak dedicate a month each year to the series "Why
We Believe." This series is designed to answer the tough questions that
many have about their faith and give a reason to those they encounter
on a daily bases.
It is crucial that all of us know what we believe and why and can give a
reason for our beliefs, faith and practice.
So join us for a series that will equip, encourage and enlighten you as to
what we believe as Christians and WHY we believe it.
I hope you have a great Easter, and I hope to see you in April.
See you Sunday!
Mark C

Nuggets from the Bible
John 19:17-18

“Carrying His own cross, He went out to the place
of the skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha).
Here they crucified Him. . .
Young Isaac Watts showed unusual talent at an early age,
learning Latin when he was 5, Greek at 9, French at 11,
and Hebrew at 12. As he grew up he became more and
more disturbed by the uninspiring singing of Psalms in the
English churches. Throughout his life he wrote over 600
hymns and is known today as the “father of English
Hymnody”.
While preparing for a communion service in 1707, Isaac
Watts wrote the deeply moving and very personal
expression of gratitude for the amazing love that the
death of Christ On the cross revealed. The result was the
long treasured hymn “When I Survey the Wondrous
Cross.” Noted theologian Matthew Arnold called this the
greatest hymn in the English language. In Watts day, texts
such as this were based only on personal feeling and were
very controversial, since almost all congregational singing
at this time consisted of repetitions of the Psalms.

The different and unique thoughts presented by Watts in
these lines certainly must have pointed the 18th century
Christians to a view of the dying Savior in a way that led
them to a deeper, more spiritual and personals worship
experience, even as it does for us today. All of his hymns
were strong, triumphant and personal moving statements of
the Christian faith.
“When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of
glory died my richest gain I count but loss, and pour
contempt on all my pride.
Forbid it Lord that I should boast, save in the death of Christ,
my God; all the vain things that charm me most—I sacrifice
them to His blood.
See, from His head, His hands, His feet, sorrow and love flow
mingled down; did e’er such love and sorrow meet or thorns
compose so rich a crown.
Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present
for to small: Love so amazing, divine, demands my soul, my
life, my all.
ARA

Many Thanks!
From: Roman, Paul CPT USA USA TF TALON
Sent: Monday, March 05, 2012 10:36 AM
To: mark@loumc.org
Cc: Hayes, Larry M. CIV USA USA TF TALON
Subject: (U//FOUO) Hello & Thank you from
Afghanistan
UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
Dr. Crosby,
Please forgive me for having to send you an email,
several of my letters to you just were returned to
me because of mail back-logs here in Afghanistan.
We have a very good mutual friend, Mr. Larry
Hayes, he is a great and wonderful brother in
Christ and I thank the Lord every day that I have
had the chance to work with and get to know him.
One of these days you have to ask him the story
about how he conned the Chaplain out of his
Harley Davidson mug.
We have received many care packages from your
church, many Christmas stockings and other items
that have brightened the days of many Soldiers
that lack the basic necessities we normally take for
granted. The majority of my Soldiers live in
outposts, some of them after 10 months have

finally received showers and washing machines.
These great men go well over 60 days without a
sower, wash their clothing on washboards and
have little to no communication back home.
We head home in a couple of months and I wanted
to make sure that you knew how grateful we are.
Watching a Soldier receive a package or a
Christmas present, after several months of
receiving nothing, is nothing less than watching a
miracle happen before your eyes. As a Chaplain this
has opened many doors for me to pray with them,
speak to them about Christ, and just love on them
even though we are in one of the harshest
environments.
Thank you so much for your generosity and
prayers.
Respectfully,
CH (CPT) Paul Roman
BN Chaplain, TF TALON
HHC 2NVOIP: 303-676-7111
SVOIP: 718-676-7111
SMIL: paul.roman@afghan.swa.army.smil.mil
AKO: paul.jason.roman@us.army.mil
EPH 2:10

Reminder: Join us on Facebook! Sign up for our newsletters and receive
them in your email!

David Drake – Biography
(continued)
Mark your calendars for June 10th through the
13th for this year’s Vacation Bible School, “Born Again on
the Bayou.” Bring out your shrimp boots & your best
Cajun accent as we travel through the swamps of
Louisiana and learn what the Bible says about things like
greed, pride, jealousy & temptation. We’ll even teach you
a few Cajun French words! We have classes for ages 3 to
5th grade. Our Pastor teaches the adult class and nursery is
provided.
If you are new to LOUMC and have not yet
experienced our VBS, you’re in for a treat. From 5 to 6PM
we enjoy a delicious hot meal & salad bar. It’s 4 nights of
no cooking for you! From 6 to 6:30 we go into the main
sanctuary for music then at 6:30 the children follow their
class for 3 thirty minute rotations of Bible study, music
and crafts. The adults remain in the sanctuary for their
study. At 8PM, families reunite in the sanctuary then at
8:15, we top off the night with an inspirational and always
fun skit. By 8:30, the festivities are over.
Please join us for a VBS that is unlike any other. If
you would like to be a part of our team by being a
teacher’s helper, or help in crafts, music, food service or
clean up, please contact Terrie Crosby at 225-664-4801.

Chris Lacara - Biography
Hi, my name is Chris Lacara and I am 21 years old. I
graduated Live Oak High School in 2008. I do
maintenance at Live Oak United Methodist Church and
have been working here for 3 years. At the present time I
am attending New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary
to earn my bachelors in Christian Ministry. When I
complete my bachelors program, I plan on joining the
Chaplain Candidacy program in the Army.
I pray that I continue the plan that God has for my life. I
am very honored to work and serve a great church. I
thank God for the place he currently has me.

David Drake - Biography
Welcome to Live Oak United Methodist Church, we are
delighted that you are interested in knowing more about our
staff family, and we trust that we are helpful in giving you an
idea of what really matters to us. The bottom line is that you
matter to us, because you matter to God.
David is married to Stormee Drake and has two children. He
has been employed at Live Oak United Methodist Church for
over 6 years as Maintenance Supervisor, which coordinates the
building and grounds maintenance and construction for the
entire campus.

(continued)

David’s position of Maintenance
Supervisor is largely appreciated.
He is self-motivated, shows
accountability and integrity.
While he is not expected to
perform at super-human levels,
he puts forth effort in doing his
job to the best of his ability. David
constantly looks for projects and
repairs so that each ministry is
functioning at their best.
David also enjoys being able to
fellowship as often as he can with
our volunteers, staff, youth, bible
study and Sunday school. During
his spare time he also drives our
bus for different ministries. David
and Stormee are starting a new
college Bible Study this Saturday,
March 30th in the Family Life
Center at 6:30 p.m. Summertime
will be here, and then he takes on
the responsibilities of the Live
Oaks “little acorns”, which is a
group of young boys and girls
who volunteer around the church
every Tuesday.
“In all things I have shown you
that by working hard in this
way we must help the weak
and remember the words of
the Lord Jesus, how he
himself said, ‘It is more
blessed to give than to
receive.”
Acts 20:35

Confirmation Sunday: April 29, 2012 - we will
be recognizing the children who have completed
our confirmation class.
Membership Recognition: We will recognizing
all new members at each service
Palm Sunday - April 1, 2012
Holy Thursday Service – April 5, 2012 - 7:00 p.m.

Fifth Sunday: April 29, 2012 is our Fifth
Sunday/Family Night in our Family Life Center
from 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Everyone is encouraged to come and join us for
food and fellowship. Please bring your favorite
side dish.

Good Friday Service – April 6, 2012 –
12:00 p.m. Following will be a lunch in the Family
Life Center, please bring a dish to compliment the
entrée.

April 8, 2012 – 6:30 a.m.
Easter Breakfast – April 8, 2012 – 7:00 a.m.
Services – 8:00 a.m., 10 a.m., & 11:30 a.m.
No evening services or events

Dear Piecemakers,
Thank you so very much for the beautiful quilt. It is
my favorite color and a perfect size. I really love it.
Thank you again for a wonderful gift.
Bless You All, Judy Leafateller

Matthew 28:19-20
“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
"teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you
always, even to the end of the age." Amen.

Secret Church Simulcast is six intense hours of biblical teaching and prayer for the persecuted church led by David Platt. It's a great way for
your group to celebrate the resurrection of Christ. David is the pastor of The Church at Brook Hills in Birmingham, Alabama and the author of The
New York Times bestseller Radical.
THE CROSS AND SUFFERING
Last year, thousands of churches and small groups all over the world participated in Secret Church via a Life Way simulcast. And the impact was
phenomenal. This coming Good Friday, April 6, 2012, churches and small groups again have the opportunity to participate in yet another Secret
Church.
Suffering is a sobering reality in a fallen world. Followers of Christ are not immune to adversity and affliction. On the contrary, there is a real
sense in which following Christ means that trials and tribulations are more likely to come our way. As a result, whether walking through
sickness, sorrow, pain, or persecution, the questions abound:
1.

Why am I suffering?

2.

Where is God when I suffer?

3.

How can I suffer well?

4.

When will my suffering end?

5.

How can God be good and allow such evil in the world?

6.

How can God be gracious and ordain such suffering in my life?
During this Secret Church on Good Friday, we will explore these extremely profound yet deeply personal questions through the
lens of Christ's sufferings on the cross. In the process, we will come to a surprising discovery of how the gospel strengthens,
sustains, supports, and ultimately satisfies us in the middle of suffering.

Will be broadcasted at Live Oak United Methodist Church in Sanctuary from 6: 00 to Midnight.

Live Oak
United Methodist Church

In Honor
1/29/2012
In Honor of Bob & Peggy Molcany on their 43rd Wedding Anniversary: Angela
Alleman
In Honor of M/M Brandon Smith in their marriage: M/M Warren W. May, James &
Georgia Papizan
In Honor of Sharinyn Bourgeois on his graduation: Doug & Marie Simoneaux
2/26/12
In Honor of Annice Ruth Addison: Alvin & Laurie Dauzat

To Our LOUMC Family,
What a blessing you all are to us! During this difficult time of
our loss, words can never say how much better it has been
knowing we have you and all your help with us and the
beautiful sermons of heaven have touched our soul. Amazing
you all are!
Love, Brad and Stephanie Crawford

In Memory
01/29/12
John O'Neal: Denham Springs High School Class of 1954, his father’s class—John Elton
O'Neal
Jim Justice: Will, Staci, McKenzie & Will Knipper
Donovan & Bernice Wright: Maythel Wright
L.C. Harris, Alton Easterly, Jim Justice: Sherrie & Robert Everett
2/5/12
Bertie Lorraine Jones “Gloria Morgan’s Mother”: The Wednesday Thrift Shop
workers, Lillian Foster Thompson, Jeannine May, Terry Arnold, Barbara Nanney, Jean
Wiles, Shirley King
Jim Justice: Ginger H. & David A Heuval, M/M W. M. King, Robert and Sherrie Everett
Garrett Arnold: Leslie Wyatt
Jessie Coxe: Mandy & Kirt Benton, Mary Ann Allen
Mike Ott: Bobbie Nanny
2/26/12
Garrett Arnold: M/M L.W. Arnold: Scott & Julie Smith
Gerald Hubert: Charlie & Aundre Garrison
3/4/12
Raymond D’Armand: Billy & Betty Amacker
Garrett Arnold: M/M Brandon Smith, Scott & Julie Smith
Mildred Harrison: Lela B. Buhler
3/11/12
Rena King: Lillian & Richard Thompson, Mike & Pat McCumsey, Vivian Rhodes, Mary
Ann Allen, M/M Warren W. May, Scott & Julie Smith
Ruth Coartney: Rose Mae Hill, Elouise Henderson
Garrett Arnold: Patra Easley
03/18/12
Rena King: M/M Craig Harris, Avy Jones, The 1945 Graduate Classmates, Boyd & Peggy
Ott, Roger & Linda Roy, Janice Sandefer, Vetra Wilson
Ms. Lottis Mixon: Robert & Sherri Everett
Wynona Graves: The 1945 Graduation Classmates, Avy Jones
03/25/12
Rena King: Charlie & Aundre Garrison, Virginia Meinke, Bobbie Nanny, Don & Shelly
Strobel
Bobbie Underwood: M/M L.W. Arnold, Shelby Easterly, Lillian & Richard Thompson,
Charlie & Aundre Garrison, Virginia Meinke, Bobbie Nanney, Don & Shelly Strobel,
Roseanne Erwin, Boo & Devona Foster, Latonia & Charlie Roberts

