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Pastor’s Desk 
 February was a wonderful month filled with hope, 

love and fun.  The Valentine Banquet was another 

success as our youth raised money for their summer 

camps and as people joined us for 7 nights of music, 

food and fellowship.  A special thanks to all of the staff 

and volunteers who made this happen and to all who 

supported the banquet. 

 

Now March is here and we are looking forward to the 

beginning of the Easter Season.  We are looking       

forward to some warmer weather and to Daylight 
Savings so we can have more outdoor time.  Looking 

 

LLiivvee  OOaakk    

March 2014  

to the future is something the Bible reveals from 

Genesis to Revelation.  The Bible is a prophetic book 

that reveals the past, present and future. In the 

month of March, we will be looking at "Things Yet to 

Come".   The Bible has spoken of many events that 

have occurred and has much more to say about the 

future.  

 

So join us for a new series of  "Things Yet to Come" 

as we look to God's Word for future events.  

 

Hope to see you Sunday! 
Mark C 
     In studying the Bible, sometimes we can determine  

 
 

UUnniitteedd  MMeetthhooddiisstt  CChhuurrcchh  

 

 

Born Again 



 

REFUGE 

Addiction Recovery Groups 

Thursdays at 7:00 PM  
 

These are Christ-centered groups helping people 
that experience a variety of different addictions. 
At  REFUGE people meet to share and learn 
together. As a result they will have the 
opportunity to experience God’s presence, 
comfort and strength. Men and women meet 
together initially and then separate into gender-
specific groups. 
 
Nursery available for infants to 8 years old. 
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mmeeeett  iinn  tthhee  CCoonnffeerreennccee  RRoooomm  
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Thursday’s in the  

Family Life Center 

at  6:30 p.m. 

High School Age and Older! 

 

 

 

 



In studying the Bible, sometimes we can determine what the 

writer meant if we understand what he did NOT say.  In the 

scripture, 2nd Timothy 2:15, we may ask this:  If Paul says we 

are to “rightly divide the word”, what does it mean to 

“wrongly” divide it?     

   
      Wrongly dividing the word is when we try to make 

scripture mean what WE think, or what we’ve always heard 

(tradition).   What we think is not the issue; the true issue is 

what the writer meant at the time it was written.  Pulling a 

verse or two from its context to prove a point is referred to as 

“verse plucking.”        

      There are several factors to consider when approaching 

Bible study that will result in “rightly dividing the word.” 

First, take the Bible literally except when it is apparent that 

symbolism is being used.  A general rule is when the literal 

sense makes common sense, seek no other sense, or else it 

results in nonsense. 

Second, God tells us what He wants us to know.  Taking 

symbolism into consideration, Scripture can be explained.  If 

not, it’s not for us to know. 

Third, most New Testament concepts have their origin in the 

Old Testament, even though the cross changed everything.  

The Old Testament says Christ is coming.  The Gospels say 

He’s here.  The New Testament says He’s coming again. 

Fourth, the Bible is a continuous story from the beginning to 

the end, then into eternity.  It contains books of history, 

prophecy, poetry, law, wisdom and New Testament guidelines 

for the church.  It tells the human story.           

Fifth, even though the Bible is one book, it is also a book of 

books, written over a period of 1,500 years by forty different 

authors; yet it all has one central theme, and that is Christ.  

 

Sixth, all of the Bible is FOR me, but not all of the Bible is 

TO me.  Eighty percent is about the religion of the Jews.  Only 

twenty percent applies to Christianity.  The Bible was also 

written in three languages: Hebrew, Greek and some Aramaic.  

Discerning the original meanings of words helps us 

understand what the writer meant.   

 

Seventh, the Bible, from the beginning to the end, is divided 

into seven different time periods.  The writer of the book of 

Hebrews put it this way: “God, who at various times and in 

different ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the 

prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son.”  

(Hebrews 1:12). Scripture refers to these different times and 

ways as dispensations.   

     

  
 

 

God is not only the creator, but the manager or 

administrator of all things.  These dispensations, or 

economies, are composed of three parts:  God speaks 

or reveals His desires.  He expects man to hear and 

respond in a certain way.  This involves a certain time 

period, or age.  The seven economies (dispensations) 

are Innocence, Conscience or Moral Responsibility, 

Human Government, Promise, Law, Church or Grace 

and the Kingdom.  Each one occurred during a 

specific time in human history:  Innocence during the 

time of the Garden of Eden, Conscience before the 

flood, Human Government after the flood, the 

Promise was to Abraham and his descendents, the 

Law was given to Moses for the nation of Israel, the 

Church and the age of Grace came through Jesus 

Christ, and the Kingdom is where we will live in the 

future. Scriptures that come from these different 

divisions mean different things to different people.  

Thus, all of the Bible is for me to learn about, but not 

all of it is to me to do.  

      

     God’s word, our Bible, is God’s letter from home 

to His children.  It is inerrant and eternal and can be 

understood with the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  We 

have the opportunity and privilege to read it, study it, 

meditate upon it, memorize it, and have a passion for 

it.  When we do, the results and rewards are eternal. 

 

ARA 

  

 

Nuggets from the Bible 
2nd Timothy 2:15:  Be diligent to present yourself approved of God, a worker who does not 

need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date . . . 
Vacation Bible School 

2014 
  
 
 
 

 

 

 

In Search of God’s 

Ultimate Treasure 

June 8th   thru 11th  

HEBREWS 10:25 

Not forsaking the assembling of 

ourselves together, as the manner 

of some is; but exhorting one 

another: and so much the more, as 

ye see the day approaching. 
 

 
 

TThhuurrssddaayy  nniigghhttss  
At 7:00 p.m. 

Led by Rev. Dickie Davis 
Nursery available 

 
 

 
 
Confirmation class begins Wednesday, 
March 5th at 5:30 p.m. for nine weeks ages 
6th grade and up (11 years old and up).  
Call the church office to register child or 
email liveoakumc@aol.com with child’s 
name, address phone, age and date of 
birth. 

  

 

mailto:liveoakumc@aol.com


 

Men’s  
 

Saturday, March 8th | 7:30 – 9:00 AM 
 

Prayer Breakfast 
 



 

LLaaddiieess’’  BBiibbllee  SSttuuddyy  

 

 

Bib
Thursdays 9:30 am | Melanie Rushing’s Home 

 

 Join us Thursdays for Annice Ruth’s teaching at 9:30 

a.m. at Melanie Rushing’s home.   We are studying  

1 Corinthians.   

 Please call 664-4801, 665-1571 or 665-6797 for more 

information, or email Rushing1@cox.net 

  

 

Please plan to join us!  

mailto:rushing1@cox.net?subject=Question%20About%20Bible%20Study!


 

 

 

Children’s Ministry 
 

We welcome all children and families to our 

church and ministries.  

 

 If you have a child with special needs, please 

contact Terrie Crosby at the church office (225-

664-4801) to set up an  appointment to discuss 

how we can make our Children’s Ministries more 

comfortable for your child. 

  

 

   

LLoouummcc..oorrgg  

News 
 



 EEvveennttss  
 
 
 

February 28th  - Son of God Movie: AMC on O’Nea 
l 

March 29th  - Iron Sharpens Iron Conference: Baton  Rouge   
“Equipping Conference” - Istrouma Baptist Church 

 
April 18th  - Secret Church: David Platt Simulcast— 

The Cross and Everyday Life 
 

May 17th  - Father/Son Pancake Breakfast 
 

June 13th -14th - GridIron Men’s Conference in Birmingham 
 “Be That Man” -  

Keynote Speaker:  Si Robertson from Duck Dynasty 
  

 
 
 

Weekly Ministries 
 

Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. - Deeper Life men’s Bible Study 
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. - Pray & Play Men’s Basketball 

Fridays at 5:30 p.m. - Iron Men’s Bible Study 
2nd Saturday from 7:30-9 a.m. - Men’s Prayer Breakfast               

  

 

Hope to see you there! 
 

 
 

MMeenn’’ss  

MMiinniissttrryy    
 



 

Our music ministry musical arts classes and choirs are provided to 

help train our church musicians: choir members, pianists, 

keyboardists, praise band members, handbell ringers, and singers 

of our church, in which all benefit greatly knowing how to read 

music!  Get involved in a   music group at our church to fellowship 

and learn to praise God to the best of your ability with the talents 

that He has given you! 

 

Drum Ministry Class for beginning and early intermediate 

drummers 6
th

 –college age meets Tuesdays at 6:30pm and is taught 

by Ryan Rushing and Jeff Johnson. Contact Melanie at 

Rushing1@cox.net if interested.  

Guitar Ministry Class will resume classes for the summer for 

ages 5th-12th grades. Look for registration forms in April in the 

lobbies. 

Youth Bell Choir rehearses Sundays at 6:00pm. Music reading       

required for grades 6-12. Contact Melanie or Rita Chiasson at          

Pianobells88@aol.com 

The Southern Bells handbell choir for adults and older teens 

meets on Wed. at 6:00pm. Music reading experience required. 

Subs needed for ringers if you’re interested in playing part time. 

Piano Classes: We have two teachers teaching this semester. Look 

for new classes beginning in the summer. 

The Youth Ensemble and Praise Band Fusion meets Sundays 

from 5:00-6:00pm. Singers, keyboardists, guitarists, & drummers, 

grades   6-12 are invited to join us! Rehearsals are Sundays at 

5:00pm. Contact Melanie or Sarah McGibboney 

smcgib@gmail.com 

 

Music Maker’s Children’s Choir:  Come join the fun with 

singing, bells, & chimes. We’re singing our favorite songs from 

previous musicals this semester. Rehearsals resume on Sunday, 

March 2
nd

. We meet on Sundays from 4:00-5:00pm. 

Chancel Choir:  Our Easter cantata It Is Finished rehearses from 

7:00-8:00pm Wednesdays with Sunday music for our 10:00 

worship service following until 8:15pm. We’re recruiting more 

voices and    instrumentalists for our Sunday morning 

worship!  Join a fun, loving, edifying group that loves to make a 

joyful noise to the Lord!    

  

 

MMuussiicc  MMiinniissttrryy  

OOppppoorrttuunniittiieess    
 
 

Thank you to all who helped make our 

annual Valentine Banquets a success! 

We played to seven sold out crowds and 

we hope that we have made your 

Valentine season special. We also 

congratulate the youth for a great job of 

serving and wish you a great camp 

experience. See you in church and in 

our music classes and rehearsals! 

 

mailto:smcgib@gmail.com
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WWee  lloovvee  oouurr  YYoouutthh!!  

What a great year it was for our 15th annual Valentine Banquet in 2014! We are forever grateful 
for everyone involved in making the banquet such a huge success again this year.  

 
First off, we must thank Willie Graves and Joel Rushing for taking the reins on the Valentine 

Banquet and being the driving force for its production.   Likewise, we must thank Melanie 

Rushing and her entire team for producing such a musically excellent show!   Thank you to every 
single performer who graced the stage with their unbelievable talent, from the main vocalists & 

backup singers to all of the musicians involved. Thank you to the technical crew that worked 
tirelessly to provide the sound and lighting needed to allow the  performers to be at their best. 

Thank you to the behind the scenes workers who work with dozens of performers to schedule 
rehearsals starting as far back as October.  

 

Thank you to the decorating crew who annually come up with ways to make the banquet even 
more glamorous.  Thank you to the kitchen staff, who worked hard, adapted and provided us with 

another fantastic meal to serve each night.  Thank you to those who provided meals for the crew 
and workers. Thank you to the greeters who make our patrons feel instantly at home when they 

arrive.  Without the efforts of everyone involved, Valentine Banquet 2014 would not have 
 been such a huge success!   

 

Finally, we would like to thank everyone who came out and showed your support for 
 our youth program by tipping our youth so generously!  We truly appreciate how richly 

 you have blessed us!  Because of you, many of the 89 youth of Live Oak UMC that have  
signed up to attend summer camp this year will be able to afford their trips and  

ultimately have an encounter with our Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

Thank you, 

 
The LOUMC Youth Group 
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In Loving Memory of 
 
01/20/14 

Lois Burton:  M/M Billy Amacker 

Alex Harrison:  Aundre Garrison 

Donald Arbour, Sr.:  M/M Jessie Gurney 

Jack Fugler:  M/M Fulton Underwood 

Charles Keys:  Aundre Garrison, Emily & Ella Otken, M/M Jim  Otken, 
Elaine Thompson, M/M Dana Rushing 

02/02/14 

Ike Jenkins:  Bo and Lounette Townson 

Sue Hoge’s Father:  Mike & Lisa Morris 

Melanie Rushing’s Father:  Mike & Lisa Morris 

Mike Ott:  Bobbie Nanney 

Dick Chavers:  Doris Chavers 

2/9/14 

Donald Arbour, Sr.;  M/M Craig Harris 

Susie Ott:  M/M Craig Harris, M/M Hal Rasberry, M/M Richard Thompson 

Mike Ott:   M/M Scott Smith, Jeannine May 

Maureen Mage:  Carol Justice 

Jack Fugler:  M/M Scott Smith; Vetra Wilson 

Charles Keys:  Carol Justice 

02/16/14 

Garrett Arnold:  M/M Scott Smith 

02/23/14 

Virginia Meinke:  Mary Ann Allen, Judy Cunningham, M/M Scott Smith, 
M/M L.W. Arnold, Shelby Easterly, Aundre Garrison, M/M Mike 
McCumsey, M/M Owen Norgress, M/M Hal Rasberry, The Thrift Store 

 

In Honor Of 
 
01/26/14 

Shirley King:  On her birthday from M/M Doug Simoneaux 

01/23/14 

Juanita Cowart:  On her birthday from M/M Billy Amacker 
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