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February 2014 
  

A wise mentor told me years ago, that we are only as happy as our 

relationships.  He said it doesn't matter how financially successful we 

may be, or how many degrees we earn, or how many awards we 

receive, we will not know happiness in those things like we will (and 

desire) in our relationships.  

 

In an era where we have instant connection with people via our smart 

phones, Facebook, Twitter etc., many people feel disconnected. How is 

it that many marriages and significant relationships often complain 

"that they may be 3 feet from the person they love but feel a million 

miles away?"  Many often ask, why is marriage so difficult, why do 

relationships not last, and why do I feel so alone so often. 

  

In the month of February (the month of love) we will explore what the 

Bible says about marriage, love and relationships.  We will explore the 

"crazy cycle" so many face in their marriage, and what the Bible says 

we can do to improve our relationship, demonstrate our love and 

resolve our differences.  

 

So if you or someone you know wants and desires stronger and 

healthier relationships, then join us in February as we look at what the 

Bible says about Love, marriage and healthy relationships.  

 

I hope to see you Sunday 

Mark C. 
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Pastor’s Desk 
 

UUnniitteedd  MMeetthhooddiisstt  CChhuurrcchh  



Nuggets from the Bible 
 

 

John 3:16; 1 John 5:11-13 
 

 
 

 

Dear Live Oak United Methodist Thrift Shop: 

Thank you for the prayers and food you provided during the loss of my stepfather, 
William  “Bill” Story.   

They were greatly appreciated. 

Yours in Christ, Gaynelle Rhodes 

  

 

According to the scripture, God wants us to know that we have eternal life when we believe in the cross work of Christ Jesus.  The shedding 
of His blood washes away our sins and gives us this life.  A believer may doubt his salvation because he is looking inward to his feelings.  
Feelings are never criteria for truth; reality is not determined by is to trust in man.  God’s word is the standard for truth; feelings that 
contradict it must be regarded as deceptive and erroneous.  Assurance rests on what God says about salvation; not on how we feel or what 
we think. 

A believer may doubt his salvation because of confusion over life after believing the gospel.  It soon becomes evident that believing does not 
make one perfect (without sin).  This perfection would have to include attitudes, motives and thoughts as well as deeds. 

  
A believer may doubt his salvation because he may have never fully understood the issue involved in salvation.  It’s not based on the matter of 
what he does or how he feels, or what he thinks.  It’s based on what Christ has already done and what God says about it.  God can be satisfied 
only with perfect righteousness.  This righteousness is the very righteousness of Christ himself that becomes the believers upon belief. 
 
So then, the salvation to sin (imperfection) lies with God alone; man can make no contribution toward solving the sin problems.  Anyone who 
thinks he can contribute to the solution of the problem lacks assurance.   How many “good” things would it take?  How would a person ever 
know whether he had done enough to please God?   It’s not a matter of trying, but a matter of trusting in what has already been done.   
God wants us to know that we have eternal live.   He says so in His Word. 

ARA 
  
 

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten son, that whoever  
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” 

And this is the testimonies:  that God has given us eternal life and this life is in His Son.  He 
who has the Son has life, he who does not have the Son of God, does not have life.  These 

things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know 
that you have eternal life. 

 

 

Dear Live Oak United Methodist Church 

Thank you so much for you love and 
prayers during the recent loss of my dad, 

Amos Smith. 

We appreciate all the wonderful food, 
cards and calls. 

We are so blessed to be part of such an 
awesome church family. 

Sincerely,   
Sharon & B.L. Fairchild 

  

 



  

Get Connected in New Education  
MMiinniissttrriieess  ffoorr  22001144  

 

And the second is 

like unto it, Thou 

shalt love thy 

neighbor as thyself. 

 
– Romans 8:30 

 Beginning February 2nd  we will be offering 4 new classes on 
Sunday mornings.  
 
1. Preteen class  

At 10AM, we will begin a new class for Preteens ages 10 
through 12.  Children’s Church will remain as is for children 
ages 5 through 9.  This class will be studying from the Children 
Desiring God Curriculum, “To Be Like Jesus” Our new Preteen 
class will be led by Duane Leger and will answer questions 
like:  What is salvation? How does someone become a 
Christian?  What does it mean to become like Jesus? This 
curriculum helps answer these important questions by 
explaining elements of the Gospel message, its purpose, and 
promise.  A major portion of this study focuses on the 
doctrine of sanctification - the process by which a Christian 
becomes more and more conformed to the likeness of Jesus.   
Meet in Room 8 Children Wing. 

2. Survival Kit: Back to the Basics  
This class will be offered at both 9AM and 10AM and will help 
Christians learn the 5 keys to spiritual growth. In this class 
believers in Christ will understand their journey and learn the 
importance of quiet time, prayer, Bible study and Scripture 
memorization. Duane Leger will lead this teaching at 9AM and 
Sam Lobello at 10AM.   
Both meet in Room 20. 

3. Living Your Christian Values 
This class will also be offered at 9AM and will focus on the 
teaching of Jesus in Matthew 6:21 that says “Where Your 
Treasure is, your heart will be also.” This class will help 
Christians to sort out our values and replace inappropriate 
values with ones that honor God. Luke Wasson will lead this 
teaching at 9AM.   
Meet in Room 16. 

4. The Gospel Project  
This class will be offered at 10AM and will take the story of 
Jesus and show how it infuses Scripture from Genesis to 
Revelation, revealing God’s redemptive plan to rescue us from 
sin and death. This class will be led by Casey and Dane’ Long. 
Meet in Room 16. 

 
Our Education Ministries continue to offer opportunities to grow in 
Christ and equip the saints for the spiritual battles that face us all. 
Please consider adding Sunday morning to your New Year’s 
Resolution to make 2014 a year that will draw you closer to God as 
He desires to draw closer to you. Please call Terrie Crosby at the 
church office (225)664-4801 for more information. 
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Wednesday’s at  

Live Oak Middle  

at  7:00 p.m. 

High School Age and Older! 

  

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

REFUGE 

 
Addiction Recovery Groups 

Thursdays at 7:00 PM  
 

These are Christ centered groups helping 
people that experience a variety of 

different addictions.  At REFUGE 

people meet to share and learn together.  
As a result they will have the opportunity 

to experience God’s presence, comfort 
and strength. Men and women meet 

together initially and then separate into 
gender-specific groups. 

 
Nursery available for infants to 8 years old. 
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

BBiibbllee  QQuuiizz::  

 
One theme of Epiphany is to share the Gospel with  others and 

lead them to faith. To whom did Jesus say, “Go therefore and 

make disciples”?  

A. Peter, James and John (his “inner circle”)  

B. The women at the empty tomb  

C. A crowd, beside the Sea of Galilee  

D. The 11 disciples (Judas had committed suicide)  

Answer: D (See Matthew 28:16-20.)  

  

 

 

AAccttiioonnss  SSppeeaakk  LLoouuddllyy!!  

  

 “Do not waste time bothering whether you love your neighbor; 

act as if you did.  As soon as we do this we find one of the 

great secrets.  When you are behaving as if you loved someone, 

you will presently come to love him.”     

 

C.S. Lewis 

 
 

Thursday nights 

At 7:00 p.m. 

Led by Rev. Dickie Davis 

Nursery available! 

 

Confirmation class begins Wednesday, March 5
th

 at 
5:30 p.m. for nine weeks ages 6

th
 grade and up  

(11 years old and up).   
 
Call the church office to register child or email 
liveoakumc@aol.com with child’s name, address 
phone, age and date birth. 

  

 



 

Loumc.org 
 

VALENTINE BANQUET-A YOUTH FUNDRAISER 

 
The Valentine Banquet was first introduced to Live Oak United Methodist Church fifteen years ago!  The show is the “baby” of many of our 
church and community leaders.  They saw a unique opportunity to raise funds for the youth of LOUMC to attend summer camp, while teaching 
our students the value of hard work, professionalism, and working to earn money.  Over the past 15 years the Valentine Banquet has been a 
huge success, and just like every baby, has grown!  The Valentine Banquet has expanded to seven professional quality shows that the Grand 
Ole Opry only dreams of producing, with appearances from *Sony & Cher, the *Bee Gees, and *Michael Jackson *(all appearing via our 
Dancing Pastor Mark Crosby)!  The youth are forever grateful to those whom plan, produce, and perform in the show for their efforts in 
supporting our churches youth program.  

Many people have asked how the youth actually raise money from this event, and many more are surprised by the answer. All revenue from 
ticket sales goes to providing dinner and paying for the necessary equipment to produce and improve each year’s show. The youth do not 
directly benefit from the money generated from ticket sales at all.. So how do the students raise money you may be asking? TIPS! That’s right, 
the only revenue the youth benefit from is your generosity at the end of the night. They work hard and they work fast in order to provide the 
dining experience of a five star restaurant in order to earn your tips. Through this system our youth learn several things:  They learn the value 
and satisfaction of hard work.  They learn that things in life do not come free! They also learn to be generous through the generosity displayed 
by the tips left each night by those attending the banquet. In 2014 we will take a record total of 89 people to two different summer camps!  
Our goal is that no child has to pay for summer camp in 2014, and you can help us meet that goal! We are looking to raise $26,000 through tips 
this year at the Valentine Banquet (only $6,000 more than last year). 

The money raised through the Valentine Banquet goes directly to the students whom work in order to pay for their summer camp tuition. You 
may be asking why summer camp is so important.. and I’m glad you asked! Each summer our students have a chance to remove the 
distractions of life for one week and focus completely on their relationship with God and their youth group. For many this is a stretch. They 
leave their home environment for a week. They attend 2 church services a day, plus two bible studies, a seminar designed to reach today’s 
teenagers for Christ, and a church small group time. And if that wasn’t enough, they have to give up their cell phones and have actual 
relationships with others for 5 or more days in a row! And what do we see at the end of each week of summer camp? We see teenagers who 
have given their lives to Christ, have grown in their faith, have developed a closer relationship with their youth group, and are excited to go 
home and share what God has done in their life!  

Please come to the Valentine Banquet 2014 ready to eat, ready for a great show and ready to help the teenagers of Live Oak grow in their faith 
by tipping your servers well!  

Thank you so much. We are looking forward to our greatest Valentine Banquet yet! 

  
  

  

  
  

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, February 23rd  at 5:00 p.m.  

              

(Free Show) 

  

  

 

  

 

 Valentine 
Banquet 

 



 

LLaaddiieess’’  BBiibbllee  SSttuuddyy  

 

 

Bib
Thursdays 9:30 am | Melanie Rushing’s Home 

 

 Join us Thursdays for Annice Ruth’s teaching at 9:30 

a.m. at Melanie Rushing’s home.   Please call 664-4801, 

665-1571 or 665-6797 for more information, or email 

Rushing1@cox.net 

  

 

for more information or email rushing1@cox.net.   

Please plan to join us!  

mailto:rushing1@cox.net?subject=Question%20About%20Bible%20Study!
mailto:Rushing1@cox.net


 

Saturday 
February 8th | 7:30AM – 9:00AM 
  
 

  

MMeenn’’ss  

 
 

225-664-4801| loumc@aol.com 
 

Prayer Breakfast 
 



 

  
 

Use this alphabetical list of love-in-action  
verbs as a reminder of the many ways to  

reflect Christ’s love:  
  

 Accepts  
 Behaves  

 Comforts  
 Defends  

 Empowers  
 Forgives  

 Grows  
 Helps  

 Invests  
 Joins  

 Kneels  
 Listens  

 Mentors  
Notices  

Overlooks  
Provides  

Quiets  
Rejoices  
Supports  

Tries  
Understands  

Volunteers  
Welcomes  

eXpects  
Yields  
adds Zest to life 

TThhee  AABBCC’’ss  ooff  LLoovvee  



 

Music News 
 

 Come make a joyful noise with our Chancel Choir! Join us in January 
on Wednesday nights at 7:00pm to begin rehearsals for our Easter 
Cantata “It Is Finished”.   A nursery is provided each week. We need 
voices in the choir loft each Sunday, too.  We rehearse our anthems for 
the church services after the Easter Cantata rehearsal on Wed. nights. 

Our choir is a closely knit group of people who pray for each other and 
lift each other up, edify the congregation with music, help lead in 
worship, and just like to sing!  You don’t have to join for a year, there 
are no contracts, just come sing for the semester and our special 
Easter music! 

Children’s Spring Choir 

Does your child love to sing? Do you want to get them involved in a 
small group setting at church with other Christian children? 
Rehearsals are Sundays at 4:00pm in the Music Suite for K-5th graders. 
We’re singing our favorite songs from some of the fun musicals that 
we’ve done in the past! We’ll sing for a church service soon. 

Drum Classes 

The Drum Classes are resuming in January and changing to Tuesday 
nights in the Music Suite. Fill out a registration form in the lobby or 
office if you are interested. This class is for grades JH-college for 
beginners and intermediate drummers. Email Melanie for more info 
Rushing1@cox.net  

Youth Music 

Fusion Youth Band is the 5th-12th graders for singers, drummers, 
guitarists and other instrumentalists. We meet at 5:00pm on Sundays 
in the Music Suite. 

Jubilate Bells for youth grades 5th-12th meet Sundays at 6:00pm in the 

Music Suite. 

Valentine’s Banquets 

Don’t forget your tickets to the Valentine’s Banquets. We are blessed 
to have great musicians at our church and they are working hard to 
make this year’s show a great one!  The free show is Sunday, Feb. 23rd 
at 5:00pm. See the bulletin for the other dates and times. Call the office 
at 225.664.4801 for tickets. 

“I will praise the name of God with a song, 
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In Loving Memory of: 

01/01/2014 

Jack Fugler:  M/M Betty Amacker, M/M L. W. Arnold, Shelby Easterly, 
Aundre Garrison, M/M Craig Harris, Ann Lea, M/M Hal Rasberry, 
M/M Beverly Thames,  M/M John Wilson, Carol Justice 

Maureen Magee:  M/M Billy Amacker 

Warren May:  Carol Justice, Vetra Wilson, Fulton & Julia           
Underwood 

Obie Philpot:  Carol Justice, Vetra Wilson, Fulton & Julia            
Underwood 

Trey Sharp:  Vetra Wilson 

Eunice Underwood:  Fulton & Julia Underwood 

Julia Rasberry:  Fulton & Julia Underwood 

01/12/2014 

Jack Fugler:  Lillian Foster, M/M Jim King, M/M Richard Thompson, 
M/M Jim Otken 

Brady Cunningham:  M/M Jim King, John & Ruth O’Neal 

Carol King:  Rose Anne & Richie Erwin, Tim Chavers and Family 

01/19/2014 

Charles Keys:  M/M Craig Harris, M/M Hal Rasberry, M/M Scott 
Smith, M/M Roy Soileau 

Don & Bernice Wright’s Birthday:  Maythel Young 

Obie Philpot, Sr.:  Mary Philpot and Vera Howard 

  

In Honor Of: 
Lillian Thompson:  The Jim Otken Family 

Charles Childers on his Birthday:  Mary Philpot & Vera Howard 
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