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From the Pastor's Desk
It's the month of Thanksgiving,

Office Hours
Monday through Thursday
8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Friday
8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Thrift Store
Monday and Friday
11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m
Wednesday
8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
Food Bank
Monday
11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Wednesday
8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m

the start of the holiday season
(Thanksgiving Eve to New
Years Day). A season of family
gatherings, traditions, and
reflection. A season where we
pause to give thanks and
remind the world that God sent
His Son into the world.
Most of us love this season
and the joy, hope and love that
it often brings. Most of us love
the change of weather, the fire
in the fireplace and the movies
and music that we have
watched and heard a hundred
times, because they are still
some of our favorite tunes and
movies.
What most of us rarely recognize is that "Thanksgiving"
originated with a group of men
and women who wanted in
insure their families and
generations to come and a
right understanding of faith,
grace and salvation. In the late
1500's there was a great
concern over what was being
taught in the Church of

England. Many felt that grace,
truth and salvation were not
being declared and taught, thus
for many the only alternative
was to break away from the
rituals, ceremonies, and
traditions and proclaim the
truth, life and salvation of God's
Word.
What the Pilgrims knew, was
that if there was not a proper
understanding of salvation, then
nothing else mattered. The
question we must therefore ask
is, do we have a biblical
understanding of salvation? Do
we know how one can have
eternal life; the difference
between grace and works; the
importance of faith and what is
required to have eternal life.
Join us for the series in
November, "Understanding the
Doctrine of Salvation."
Hope to see you Sunday!
Happy Thanksgiving.
Mark C

Bless Them
Abundantly:
A Veteran's Day Prayer
November 11, 2016
Dear Lord
To d a y w e h o n o r o u r
veterans, worthy men and
women who gave their best
when they were called
upon to serve and protect
their country. We pray that
you will bless them, Lord,
for their unselfish service
in the continual struggle to
reserve our freedoms, our
safety and our country's
heritage, for all of us.
Bless them abundantly for
the hardships they faced,
for the sacrifices they
made, for their many
different contributions to
America's victories over
tyranny and oppressions.
We respect them, we thank
them, we honor them, we
are proud of them, and we
pray that you will watch
over these special people
and bless them with peace
and happiness. In Jesus'
name we pray; Amen.
by Joanna Fuchs

Celebrate Advent Hope,
Peace, Joy and Love
The Advent
wreath is a
Christian
tradition that
symbolizes
the passage
of the four weeks of Advent. It is
typically a circular wreath that
holds five candles. During the
season of Advent one candle on
the wreath is lit each Sunday until
all the candles, including the fifth
candle, are lit on Christmas Day.
Each candle represents an aspect
of the spiritual preparation for the
celebration of the birth of our Lord,
Jesus Christ. Most Advent
wreaths use three colors of
candles - purple, pink and white.
However, some may use blue in
place of the purple.

3rd CANDLE - (pink) THE
SHEPHERD CANDLE or THE
CANDLE OF JOY (Dec. 11th)
The angels sang a message of
JOY! . . . and she gave birth to her
firstborn, a son. She wrapped him
in cloths and placed him in a
manger, because there was no
room for them in the inn. And
there were shepherds living out
in the fields nearby, keeping watch
over their flocks at night. An
angel of the Lord appeared to
them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they
were terrified. But the angel said
to them, "do not be afraid. I bring
you good news of great joy that
will be for all the people." (Luke
2:7-10)

4th CANDLE - (purple) THE
ANGEL CANDLE OR THE
CANDLE OF LOVE (Dec. 18th)
The angels announced the good
news of a Savior. "...I bring you
good news that will cause great
We can have hope because God
joy for all the people. Today in the
is faithful and will keep the
town of David a Savior has been
promises made to us. Our hope
born to you: He is the Messiah,
comes from God. "And again,
the Lord" (Luke 2:10b-11) God
Isaiah says, "The Root of Jesse
sent his only Son to earth to save
will spring up, one who will arise to us, because he loves us! "For
rule over the nations; the Gentiles God so loved the world that he
will hope in him. May the God of
gave HIs one and only son, that
Hope fill you with all joy and peace whoever believes in him shall not
you trust in him, so that you may
perish but have eternal life. For
overflow with hope by the power
God did not send his Son into the
of the Holy Spirit." (Romans
world to condemn the world, but
15:12-13)
to save the world through
him." (John 3:16-17)

1st CANDLE - (purple) THE
PROPHECY CANDLE or
CANDLE OF HOPE (Nov.
27th)

2nd CANDLE - (purple) THE
BETHLEHEM CANDLE or
THE CANDLE OF
PREPARATION (Dec. 4th)

5th CANDLE - (white) CHRIST
CANDLE (Dec. 25th)
The white candle reminds us that
Jesus is the spotless lamb of God,
God kept his promise of a Savior
who would be born in Bethlehem. sent to wash away our sins! His
Preparation means to "get ready". birth was for his death, his death
was for our birth! "The next day
Help us to be ready to welcome
John saw Jesus coming toward
YOU, O GOD! "As written in the
him and said, "Look, the Lamb of
book of the words of Isaiah the
prophet: "A voice of one calling in God, who takes away the sin of
the desert, prepare the way for the the world!" (John 1:29)
Lord, make straight paths for him.
JOIN US AS WE PREPARE OUR
Every valley shall be filled in,
every mountain and hill made low. HEARTS WITH HOPE, JOY, AND
LOVE AND WE EAGERLY LOOK
The crooked roads shall become
FORWARD TO CHRISTMAS,
straight, the rough ways smooth.
THE CELEBRATION OF THE
And all mankind will see God's
BIRTH OUR LORD AND SAVIOR
salvation." (Luke 3:4-6)
JESUS CHRIST.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
God of all blessings, source of all life, giver of all grace:
We thank you for the gift of life: for the breath that
sustains life, for the food of this earth that nurtures life,
for the love of family and friends without which there
would be no life.
We thank you for the mystery of creation: for the beauty
that the eye can see, for the joy that the ear may hear,
for the unknown that we cannot behold filling the
universe with wonder, for the expanse of space that
draws us beyond the definitions of our selves.
Thank you for setting us in communities: for families
who nurture our becoming, for friends who love us by
choice, for companions at work, who share our burdens
and daily tasks, for strangers who welcome us into their
midst, for people from other lands who call us to grow
in understanding, for children who lighten our
moments with delight, for the unborn, who offer us
hope for the future.
We thank you for this day for life and one more day to
love, for opportunity and one more day to work for
justice and peace, for neighbors and one more person
to love and by whom be loved, for your grace and one
more experience of your presence, for your promise: to
be with us, to be our God, and to give salvation.

Time Change
November 6, 2016

For these, and all blessings, we give you thanks,
eternal, loving God, through Jesus Christ we pray.
Amen.

Special Dates
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All Saints’ Day, November 1, 2016
Daylight-Saving Time ends, November 6, 2016
Election Day, November 8, 2016
Veterans Day, November 11, 2016
Christ the King Sunday, November 20, 2016
Thanksgiving Day, November 24, 2016
First Sunday of Advent, November 27, 2016

HAPPY THANKSGIVING

Community
Christmas Choir
Here's some exciting news for
our choir! We are participating
in a community Christmas
Musical Production with First
Methodist Church Denham
Springs.
Other participating
churches are First Baptist
Denham Springs, Immaculate
Conception, Christ Community,
Episcopal Denham Springs and
others. Jonny Dupuy FUMC
choir director is putting together
a sing-a-long, solo/ensemble
and choir cantata program with
a 30 piece orchestra to be held
at OUR CHURCH, LOUMC,
with date of December 18th.
You can choose your most
convenient rehearsal time each
week either on Saturdays at
2:00 p.m. at FUMC or
Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. at
LOUMC.

Basketball
on
Thursday
Evenings
at 6:00 p.m.
In the
Family Life Center
(High School age
and older)

NUGGETS FROM THE BIBLE
bank gives us a grace
period. The seedy
politician falls from grace.
Musicians speak of a grace
note. At church grace
graces the songs we sing
and the Bible verses we
read. Grace shares the
church parsonage with its
cousins: forgiveness, faith,
and fellowship. Preachers
explain it. Hymns proclaim
it. Seminaries teach it.
But do we really
understand it?

Grace for
the Mess
For the sin of this one man,
Adam, caused death to rule
over many. But even
greater to God's wonderful
grace and his gift of
righteousness, for all who
receive it will live in
triumph over sin and death
through this one man,
Jesus Christ.
Romans 5:17 NLT

Here's my hunch: we've
settled for wimpy grace. It
politely occupies a phrase
in a hymn, fits nicely on a
church sign. Never causes
trouble or demands a
response. When asked, "Do
you believe in grace?" who
could say no?

Have you been changed by
grace? Shaped by grace?
Strengthened by grace?
Softened by grace? God's
grace has a drenching
about it. A wildness about
it. A white-water, riptide,
turn-you-upside-downness
The meaning of life. The
about it. Grace comes after
wasted years of life. The
you. It rewires you. From
poor choices of life. God
insecure to God secure.
answers the mess of life with
From regret-riddled to
one word: grace.
better-because-of-it. From
afraid-to-die to ready-to-fly.
We talk as though we
Grace is the voice that calls
understand the term. The

us to change and then gives
us the power to pull it off.
ARA

For it is by grace you have
been saved, through faith and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gift of
God - not by works, so that
no one can boast.
Ephesians 2:8-9

Grace and peace be yours
in abundance through the
knowldge of God and of
Jesus our Lord.
2 Peter 1:2

UPCOMING EVENTS
NOVEMBER 8TH - MEN'S STEAK DINNER (CLUB 252) 6:30 P.M.
NOVEMBER 10TH - SENIOR ADULT TRIP (MIDDENDORF'S) 9:30 A.M.
NOVEMBER 17TH - REFUGE THANKSGIVING PARTY
(CLUB 252) 7:00 P.M.
NOVEMBER 20TH - YOUTH THANKSGIVING DINNER (FLC) 5:00 P.M.
NOVEMBER 24TH - OFFICE CLOSED
NOVEMBER 25TH - OFFICE CLOSED
DECEMBER 2ND - LIVINGSTON PARISH CHILDREN'S CHOIR
(SANCTUARY) 7:00 P.M.
DECEMBER 4TH - CHILDREN'S MUSICAL (SANCTUARY) 6:00 P.M.
FOLLOWED BY HAPPY BIRTHDAY JESUS PARTY (FLC)
DECEMBER 5TH - MIDDLE SCHOOL BAND CONCERT
DECEMBER 6TH - MIDDLE SCHOOL BAND CONCERT
DECEMBER 6TH - SENIOR ADULT CHRISTMAS PARTY (FLC) 11:00 A.M.
DECEMBER 18TH - UMC CONCERT (SANCTUARY) 6:00 P.M.
DECEMBER 24TH - CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE TIMES
4:30 P.M. - CONTEMPORARY (Purpose)
6:00 P.M. - TRADITIONAL (Choir)
8:00 P.M. - CONTEMPORARY CHRISTMAS
11:00 P.M. - WATCH NIGHT SERVICE
DECEMBER 25TH - CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE AT 10:00 A.M.
(SANCTUARY)
DECEMBER 26TH - OFFICE CLOSED
DECEMBER 27TH THRU JANUARY 1ST - SERVE N' SKI YOUTH TRIP

Children's Ministry
Children’s Church K - 5th Grade
Join us in Children’s Church as we learn how honor is a response to the character of God.
Chances are if you have kids in sports or competitions of any kind, you have a growing collection of
ribbons and medals, sashes and badges, certificates, trophies, or plaques. Some might hang on your
walls or sit propped up on shelves somewhere. But if we’re honest, others get stuffed into a drawer
and eventually thrown out. These were so important when they first came into our homes, but at
some point they just lost their value. All those awards and medals can only mean so much, because
honor has a deeper meaning.
People should not just be honored because of what they do; they should primarily be honored
because of who they are. Stuff will lose value over time, but not people. At its core, honor is seeing
people the way God sees people. We’re naturally wired to put ourselves first, but honor is the
opposite of self-centeredness. It is something that flows from your relationship with God. In a sense,
one of the best ways we can HONOR God, is by honoring those who reflect the image of God.
Throughout Scripture we see how much God loves us:
He created us in His image.
He knows the number of hairs on our heads.
We are fearfully and wonderfully made.
He pursued a relationship with us even when we wanted nothing to do with Him.
He sent His only Son to pay for our sins to make an eternal relationship with Him possible.
And He did all of this for us without us even asking.
Jesus was the ultimate example of someone who showed others their value.
When Jesus came here, He showed us how to love and show honor to those around us. He taught
us to love our enemies, care for the “least of these,” and become the servants of all who puts others’
needs before our own.
That’s why it’s important for us to help our kids and families discovery more about honor—letting
someone know you see how valuable they really are.
Our Memory Verse for November comes from Romans 12. Throughout the chapter, Paul casts a
vision for the church and how they can live as people transformed by God’s Holy Spirit.
In Romans 12:10, we read, “Love one another deeply. Honor others more than yourselves.” (NIV) As
kids memorize this verse, we hope they understand that honor includes seeing others how God sees
them. When kids start doing that, they will be more willing to show God’s love to others and put their
needs ahead of their own.
One place you can go as a or parent to help kids understand the concept of honor is the life of David.
There are some powerful lessons about honor that show up all throughout David’s story that we’ll be
covering throughout November.
Connect with us on Facebook or liveoakkids.org to keep up with the story of David through the
month of November!

In Honor Of:
October 16, 2016
Retired Supreme Court Justice, Joe
Bleich: Bruce Bennett

In Memory Of:
October 2, 2016
Vivian Rhodes: Andre Garrison
Cedo Jolibois: Maythel Young, M/M Craig Harris
October 9, 2016
Cedo Jolibois: M/M Jim King
October 16 2016
Mary Philpot: Shelby Easterly, Aundre Garrison, M/M Jim Otken, Mona J. May, Mary
Ann Allen, Darrell & Loretta Beird
Lawrence Valentine: M/M Ernest & Nancy Kelly, M/M S. Mark Davis
Linda Rogers: Mary Ann Allen
October 23, 2016
Mary Philpot: Julie Breaux, Craig and Marie Harris, Lela Buhler, Johnny and Norma
Morga, Scott and Julie Smith
Lawrence Valentine: Pre-k staff Denham Springs, Elementary
Billy Morgan: Mona J. May

