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Is it better to wait?
As school years kick off, there’s a sense of urgency and anxiety. My daughter, Abby begins her Senior
Year and we’re all filled with mixed emotions. It’s the beginning to an end of school days yet a future
ahead to college. It’s difficult to wait at times but this year has massive potential to seal the deal for
where God is leading in her life.
It can be the same in our own lives. We know God is up to something. We’ve been praying and sensing
his peace upon long awaited decisions. Yet there’s a feeling we should wait. The times just not right. But
as followers of Jesus, we know his timing is always perfect. That peace we get is the comfort of the
Holy Spirit. He’s guiding us all the way and it’s ultimately our own discernment amidst our prayers to
know if it’s better to wait.
I think of that moment where Jesus turns water into wine.
In John 2: 1-9 we read, “On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was
there, and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine was gone, Jesus’
mother said to him, “They have no more wine.”
“Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet come.”
His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”
Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from
twenty to thirty gallons.
Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to the brim.
Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.”
They did so, and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine.
Even though his time had not yet come, his mother knew he’d come through. May we wait on the Lord
and know he has great things in store for our church. Pray, seek, and live for him daily. It’s never better
to wait to do these things. The timing us always the present. Be encouraged friends.
Lovingly serving,
Pastor Matt

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Our Sincere Sympathy to…
~Please pray for peace and comfort for the Michael Dosch family. Mike suddenly
passed away on August 26th. May the Lord give the family all they need.

“He will wipe away every tear from their
eyes, and death shall be no more, neither
shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor
pain anymore, for the former things have
passed away.”

~Revelation 21:4
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Baptisms at Camp Swatara at 2pm on August 25, 2018
A great big welcome to new members Jen Manbeck and David Martin who reaffirmed their faith
along the bridge at Camp Swatara. We also were very excited to welcome Jayden Manbeck and
Ethan Beidler who entered the baptismal waters at Camp. A huge blessing upon each of you. It
was a beautiful August 26th day. God has great plans for each of you.
In the near future, Gabby Krick will be baptized indoors at Little Swatara September 16th.

Little Swatara Church News
As some of the congregation is aware there as been controversy in the past several years relative to the marriage
of same sex gender people and the Church of the Brethren's position on this. The district has responded to
this by writing policies in response to this controversy. These policies will be voted upon at the District
Conference Meeting in October. Copies of these policies are available in the Narthex or if you would like it
emailed to you, please contact Pam Gerberich (flint45@verizon.net) . In preparation for District conference
there will be hearings on the policies for Same Gender Marriage and Procedural Outline for Congregational
Withdrawal from the Church of the Brethren. These hearings are open to delegates and anyone interested in
more information -- no registration is required.
Sept 4 3 - 4:30 pm or 6:30 - 8 pm Hempfield COB Sanctuary
Sept 11 3 - 4:30 pm or 6:30 - 8 pm Spring Creek COB Chapel (Hershey)
Sept 17 3 - 4:30 pm or 6:30 - 8 pm Indian Creek COB Fellowship Hall
The Leadership Team

“Jesus said ....” series beginning September 9. Join us each
Sunday as we journey alongside the powerful words Jesus
spoke while here on this earth. Learn and be transformed in
your walk with your Savior.

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP NEWS
Our Sub Sale will be Thursday, September 6 with preparation
Wednesday, September 5. We will need help Wednesday at 3:00
p.m. and Thursday at 6:00 a.m. The proceeds from this Sub Sale
will go to Brethren Disaster Relief.
The Womens Fellowship Meetings will be Monday, September 10
and October 1 at 7:00 p.m. All women of our Church are invited
to attend these Meetings.
The Crafters Group will meet Tuesday, September 11 from
9:00-11:00 a.m.
We will be making chow chow September 19 and 26. Please let us
know if you have any vegetables to donate. Look for the order
form on the table in the Narthex. We will need help starting at
7:00 a.m., but we appreciate your help any time during the
morning.
Our Church is helping out at the Brethren Disaster Relief Auction.
There will be a lot of food and fun for everyone and it is a very
worthy cause. Please pick up a booklet because it contains a
schedule of activities.
Mark your calendar for our Breakfast Buffet scheduled for
October 20.

NOTICE
from the Trustees: The thermostats located
throughout the church only control the
heat NOT the AC. Please do not turn up
the thermostats thinking it will turn on the
AC units.
We have discovered on 3
separate occasions that the heat was turned
on while the AC was on resulting in wasted
electric and fuel oil plus a lack of cooling.

The Sr High youth have rolled
out their fall and winter schedule. Be
sure to join in on the excitement if
you’re in grades 9-12. Upcoming
events include Coby’s Bike & Hike
September 9th, leaving the church at
1pm. A soup and sandwich fundraiser
will be held on the 16th following 2nd
service. Wrapping up the month on the
23rd, they’ll be a bonfire and outdoor
games at the church. Friends are always
invited to attend. Watch the youth
board for more activities.

MORE LITTLE SWATARA NEWS
Choir Season has arrived! Break out in song!
The choirs will be starting practices again in September. Being a part of choir is an opportunity for you to contribute to
the worship of God on Sunday mornings and also at special programs during the year. We will be starting to prepare for
Christmas season before long. If you play an instrument and would like to contribute in that way, please let one of the
directors know. If there is interest, it would be fun to put an instrumental group together. Feel free to share your ideas
with the Music and Worship Ministry team or talk with the directors if you have questions about any of the choirs.
Jubilee Choir (Kindergarten - 5th grade) will practice Wednesday evening from 7 pm – 7:30 pm in the
sanctuary beginning Wednesday, Sept. 19. This choir sings the 4th Sunday at 10:30 Worship Service. Pam Gerberich is
director and Diane Duell is pianist.
JOY Choir (6th grade -12th) will practice Wednesday evening from 7:30 pm – 8 pm in the sanctuary beginning
Wednesday, Sept 19. This choir sings the 1st Sunday at 8:15 Worship Service. Pam Gerberich is director.
Senior Choir (Adults of any age) practice on Thursday night from 7 pm – 8 pm in the sanctuary beginning
Thursday, Sept 6. This choir sings 1st and 3rd Sunday at 10:30 worship service. Dianne High is director. Senior Choir
is also asked to provide Special Music at Londonderry Village on September 12 at 7 pm when Little Swatara is responsible
for the worship service.

Recongition to the Jr. High class students who received a Bible on 8/19/18 from the
Christian Education Ministry. Jarred Baer, Brooke Bicklser, Aydin Blatt, Ethan Beidler, Brett Erb,
Bryson Erb, Mark Forry, Jason Light, Jayden Manbeck, Trevor Manbeck, Aidan Schwalm, Samantha Siluk, Ben
Zeller, Katie Light

Exercise Classes to begin on September 17th
Anyone interested in exercising with others? Would you like to improve your strength, get out of a chair more easily, have
better balance or flexibility? Please come join us and invite your friends to exercise with us on Monday and Wednesday
mornings beginning September 17. We meet in the church fellowship hall at 8:45 a.m. for the Women’s Exercise Class
which begins with an active warm-up in standing and then continues with a variety of strengthening, postural, and balance
exercises and finishes with a cool down of gentle stretches. If that class doesn’t sound quite right for you, there is also
Seated Exercise Class that begins at 10:00 a.m., open to both men and women, in which the warm-up, strengthening and
postural exercises are primarily performed while sitting. A small portion of each exercise class is performed in standing to
allow the participants to improve balance. However, the exercises can be modified to be performed in sitting throughout
our time together. If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to call me at Ph# 717-933-4868. Thank you, Jamie
Wise.
Hope to see you there!

other news
Brethren Disaster Relief Auction
September 21 and 22, 2018 at the Lebanon valley expo center
Be a part of the Auction. Whether you are a donor, volunteer or come to enjoy the food and fellowship, your support is greatly
appreciated. Be sure to look for the Auction Booklets which contain many informative articles and the auction schedule.
Some special areas where we could use some extra help are the “Gifts of the Heart” kit building set-up on Friday September 22
starting at 8am and the assembly starting a 1pm. We will also be serving the chicken Bar-B-Que on Friday starting at 3pm and could
use some help in serving the dinners.
The Brethren Disaster Relief Auction still maintains a relief fund for local needs within the Atlantic Northeast and Souther
Pennsylvania Districts. The fund is called the Auction Relief fFund and funds are available to qualified applicants for the assistance in
recovering from the effects of a natural disaster (fire, flood, wind losses). Because these funds are generated through the Disaster
Relief Auctions they are restricted to losses resulting from natural disasters. Please see our website (brethrendisasterreliefauction.org)
for details of the application process or contact of the the co-chair Bob Bingaman or Tom Fritz.
See you a the auction!

Camp Swatara’s Fall Fun Night
September 29, 2018

Gather 'round the campfire and pull up a chair to the table for an evening of food and fun as part of our year-long
celebration of camp's 75th Anniversary! This event will feature a carry-in dinner starting at 5:30pm with camp friends
invited to bring a favorite dish (or two or three!) featured in one of the Camp Swatara Cookbooks or that was part of
their experience at camp. Camp staff will also prepare some of camp's signature dishes to enjoy. Then for dessert we'll
have a homemade ice cream "churn-off" competition with special guest taste-testing judges and plenty of yummy treats
for everyone! Mixed throughout the evening will be special stories, songs, and poems from camp's history. RSVP to the
Camp Office by calling 717-933-8510 or emailing info@campswatara.org. Come hungry!

A Calming Message
by Ralph Wanner

It goes without saying, no one enjoy the company
of those with a proclivity to accentuate the negative constantly.
Tis easy to fathom why some be inclined that way
when to consider the events in the news from day to day
For appears much it be prevalent, in this present life
Tis a world ‘tainted with deception, turmoil and strife!
But need we to always keep in mind
this positive assurance from God’s word
Eye hath not seen nor ear hath not heard
neither have entered in the heart of man
the things prepared for them that love the Lord.
S believers need comfort themselves positively
for God up in heaven ever always all doth oversee
and this God’s calming message, the Psalmist doth proclaim
That believe with faith and hope Thus endowed
er’r ought they “BE STILL AND KNOW THAT I AM GOD”

MORE NEWS
A church library volunteer is
wanted to keep our library resources up to
date and organized.
A Sunday School teacher is needed to teach
ages 2-5 once or twice a month. Curriculum,
visual aids, and a classroom helper are
provided. Contact Renee Brown for more
information.

A NIGHT OF GOSPEL MUSIC - Sat. Sept.
15 at 7pm at Myerstown Church of the
Brethren. Many musicians from several
churches including our Faithful Men will be
paricipating. For additional info, call Myerstown
CoB at 717-866-5517

Widow's Lunch
will be held Tuesday
September 11, 2018 at country Fare
Restaurant, beginning at 11:30 a.m. All
widow’s are welcome.

COBYS Bike and Hike
The 22nd annual COBYS Bike and Hike will be held at Lititz Church of the Brethren on Sunday Sept 9. The
event includes a three-mile walk, 10 and 25 mile Bike ride and a 65 mile Dutch Country Motorcycle Ride
through scenic "Amish Country" in Eastern Lancaster County. A silent auction will run throughout the
afternoon. You can help by: -- Donating an item for the silent auction. Practical items, gift cards for food or
experiences, and vacation home rentals are especially good sellers; -- Encouraging the Youth Group to
participate and sponsoring them; -- Walk or ride and invite others to sponsor you; -- Invite friends and family
to walk or ride with you. The Bike & Hike is COBYS’ signature fundraiser, having raised more than $1.3 million
for COBYS ministries, since its inception. Last year, the Bike & Hike grossed $136,669 and attracted more than
600 people. Participants included 306 walkers, 129 bicyclists, and 166 motorcyclists on 104 cycles, along with
some additional friends who stopped in to visit and participate in the silent auction.
Bike & Hike income has grown for 19 consecutive years. Planners are seeking to make it 20, while also setting a
new attendance record. Walkers and bicyclists donate a $25 registration fee, obtain support from sponsors, or
both. Motorcycles are $35 per cycle, plus $25 for an additional passenger. Those who pre-register by September
4 receive a $5 discount. Those individuals who raise $25 or more in pledges do no need to pay the registration
fee. As in the past, feel free to register the day of the event. New!! This year you have the option to register
online and create your own fundraising page.
See www.cobys.org/bike-and-hike for details.
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC MISSION TRIP
There is a team of 11 people planning a mission trip to the Dominican Republic from January 19-26, 2019.
During our time there we will be serving alongside Church of the Brethren missionaries, Jason and Nicole
Hoover, supporting the Dominican Church and serving the community with them. It is estimated that the cost
will about $900 per person for expenses, for a total of $9900. In addi-tion, the team hopes to raise an additional
$10,000 in order to begin building a church building as part of our ministry there. We look forward to this
oppor-tunity to serve the people of the Dominican Republic and appreciate both your prayers and financial
support.
TWIN KISS FUNDRAISER—The Dominican Republic Mission Team will be holding its first fundraiser for
the mission trip at the Twin Kiss on Monday, September 17th from 4-9 p.m. When you present a cer-tificate
with your order, 30% of the total purchase price will be do-nated to the mission trip. See any member of the
team for a certifi-cate or pick some up from the narthex table today! We appreciate your support to raise funds
both for the trip and to build a church. We hope to see you there!
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Little Swatara Church of the Brethren
31 Rehrersburg Road
PO Box 437
Bethel, Pa 19507
www.littleswatara.org
www.facebook.com/LittleSwataraCOB

September 2018

“But this I call to mind, and
therefore I have hope: The
steadfast love of the Lord never
ceases;
his mercies never come to an
end; they are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.”
~Lamentations 3:21-23

