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Church’s Office Phone (717)933-4723 Church’s Office Fax (717)933-9223
“Little Swatara is a Christ-centered Community of caring and serving people committed to peace and following Jesus
Christ to : Grow Spiritually, Build Christian Community, and Share the Good News.”
Worship Services 8:15 and 10:30 a.m.
Matthew S. Christ, Pastor
Sunday School 9:30

living, loving and serving together
As the next several weeks unfold, we’ll leap into the plethora of spiritual gifts the
Lord has given us. As colorful as the fall, we too have beauty in the gifts we share to
uplift and edify the body of Christ. I can’t do this on my own but together we can bring a strong unity
and see a defining direction the Lord is calling us. We know He desires our full devotion and falling in love with
Him all over again ignited a new passion for giving and serving, telling others about His grace and love, being
the church He’s called us to be. Whether we’re 9 or 99, the Lord has plans to prosper us. Our spiritual gifts are
unique and as a single part of our bodies can’t function alone, nor can the body of Christ. Be strengthened as
you read the following text from Ephesians. We know our God is so good.
“As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. Be completely
humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of the
Spirit through the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when
you were called;
one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.
This is why it says: “When he ascended on high, he took many captives and gave gifts to his people.”
He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.)
So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people
for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the
knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind
of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth
in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. From
him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love,
as each part does its work.”
Ephesians 4:1-4, 6, 8, 10-16 NIV
Brothers and sisters, let’s be all in and grow and build ourselves up in love as we each do our part.
Nothing brings greater wholeness and fulfillment to our lives than being plugged into our
spiritual gifts God has given us. As we do, notice the difference and celebrate what God is
up to.
All in for Him and with much love for each of you,
Pastor Matt

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
CONGRATULATIONS to…
~Tyler Snyder & Kylia Kramer were married near Bethel on Saturday, October 14,
2017. Congratulations and best wishes to the happy couple! Parents are
Scot & Michelle Snyder

Our Sincere Sympathy to…
~The Gibble family on Verna’s passing 23 September 2017.
~Family and friends of Jim Bickelman on his passing October 3, 2017 in Florida.
Jayne Diamond is his daughter and Adam, his grandson

MEMBERS BIRTHDAYS FOR NOVEMBER
TAMMY RITCHIE
JOHN E. ZIEGLER
DYLAN HIMMELBERGER
ROBERT SMITH JR.
AMANDA SWANGER
EMANUEL ZIEGLER
CONNIE STEINROCK
JLINDSAY FESSLER
TERRY DONKEL
STERLING MEYER
ARLENE DUNDORE
JOAN JAMES
MARVIN LUCKENBILL
JOSHUA STRAW
LAURETTA WALBORN
LINDA CASS
CHRISTINE DOIG
ALEX DONKEL
BRADLEY BECHTOLD
DANE BICHER
MICHAEL PEACE
SUSAN BENEDETTI
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CHARLENE ANSPACH
TODD REBMAN
AMELIA DETTWILER
SAMUEL FORRY
CHRISTINE BASHORE
CHERYL STRAW
DAVID YOUNKER
JULIE TOBIAS
TANYA FEATHERS
ROBIN WESSNER
NAOMI MOYER
JONATHAN BICKSLER
MATTHEW CHRIST
RICHARD FRANTZ, JR.
LISA GAGLIANO
JOHN KAUFFMAN, SR.
JOHN WISE
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“What is the greatest surprise you have found about life?” a university student asked me several
years ago. “The brevity of it,” I replied without hesitation…. Time moves so quickly, and no
matter who we are or what we have done, the time will come when our lives will be over. As
Jesus said, “As long as it is day, we must do the work of Him who sent me. Night is coming,
when no one can work” (John 9:4)
-Billy Graham

Little Swatara Church News
Brethren Disaster
Ministries Trip
to Marion County, South Carolina
from March 4-10, 2018. This is a
rebuild project from the effects of Hurricane
Matthew which hit the area in October 2016. Marion
County was one of the hardest hit areas, as well as
one of the poorest. The type of work in Marion
County, SC includes major repairs from hurricane/
flood damage such as floors, insulation, drywall,
porches, etc. Some complete rebuilds are possible, as
well as repairs to mobile homes. Tools and leadership
are provided. Contact Gary Bashore, (mailbox 8) for
details and to reserve your spot. we would like to fill
the trip with a maximum of 15 people. The
minimum age is 15 years old.

Declare his glory among the nations, his
marvelous deeds among all peoples.
~Psalm 96:3

LITTLE SWATARA CHURCH
CALENDAR

is now ON LINE! Go to www.LittleSwatara.org,
click on the “Calendar” link.

Stay Up to Date with Little
Swatara
“Friend” us on Facebook by searching “Little
Swatara”. We also have an up to date web page
featuring information on activities, and our on-line
church calendar.
Point your browser to
www.LittleSwatara.org.
We also send out weekly
emails about upcoming events and other information.
To join our email list—visit the “contact/Locate” page
of our web site www.LittleSwatara.org and click on
“subscribe to our email list.”

Publicize your event. Contact the secretary
online at secretary@littleswatara.org for the bulletin,
bulletin board and the outdoor sign (3 wk notice).
The newsletter contact is Ashly Landis, online
ashlylynn21@gmail.com and that deadline is the last
Sunday of each month. There is a box on the
coatrack for Newsletter articles.
The web and
Happenings online is Mark Myers, contact by email;

MarkM@Sr-Pro.com

CHOIR PRACTICE
Meet in the Sanctuary
PRAISE TEAM, Wed 8-9pm Jubilee Choir, Wed
7-7:30pm JOY Choir, Wed 7:30-8/8:15pm SENIOR
Choir, Thurs 7-8pm

Ignite Kids
As choirs have begun, I’m being asked if a kids
ministry could be ignited an hour before their
practice. This would be a time of devotion and
fun. If you’re interested in serving the kids,
please let me know. I can be texted or called at
570-246-8196 or email me at
pastormatt@littleswatara.org. You can always
stop me and say I’m in for kids. There’s a few
clearances we’ll need if you don’t already have
them and the joy can begin. Let’s pump up the
future with Ignite Kids. 6-7 pm Wednesday’s.
Pastor Matt

As October was Pastor Appreciation Month,
I thought it appropriate to extend a warm
thank you to to Pastor Matt. We thank you
for all you do for and invest in this
congregation!

Widow's Lunch
will be held Tuesday November 14, 2017
at country Fare Restaurant, beginning at
11:30 a.m. All widow’s are welcome.
“there is a time when we must firmly
choose the coarse we will follow or
the relentless drift of events will
make the decision.”
- Herbert Prochnow

more Little Swatara Church News
Youth News

Sunday November 5th:
-Youth Yummies
-Jr. High Youth event TBD
Sunday November 19th:
-Soup and Sandwich
Sunday December 3rd:
-Youth Yummies
-All Youth Christmas Party after
2nd service

An Explanation for the Congregation

Sunday Prayer
Gathering
Each Sunday in the pastors
office, i would like to pray for
the services, the congregation
and the community. Starting the 1st Sunday
in November, gather with me in my office
at 7:45am for a fruitful time of prayer.
Pastor Matt
Laughter…
Six-year-old Angie and her four-year-old
brother Joel were sitting together during
church services. Joel giggled, sang, and talked
out loud. Finally, his big sister had enough.
'You're not supposed to talk out loud in
church.'
'Why? Who's going to stop me?' Joel asked.
Angie pointed to the back of the church and
said, 'See those two men standing by the door?
They're hushers.'

It is important for our members and attenders to be aware
of an action by some of our members in an incident from
nearly two years ago. You may have seen Little Swatara’s
name in the newspaper in the last two weeks and wondered
why.
One Saturday morning, an individual had prepared to steal
many items from the kitchen, including serving platters,
dishes, utensils, etc. Perchance, members arrived to deliver
supplies for an event. Realizing things were amiss, The
janitor was called . The person was found in another part of
the church and later went to the pavilion.
The township police were called. The officer strongly
suggested that the church press charges in hopes that the
perpetrator might be sentenced to time in a rehab. We
involved our moderator since official signatures were
needed. Three members were called as witnesses at the
District Justice’s office. The case was moved to trial.
The same three members received subpoenas to appear in
Berks County Court the week of October 16th to 20th. The
person pleaded guilty on October 13th. The case is closed.
Knowing that the Church of the Brethren has sought to
avoid conflict and going to court, we did not want to press
charges. Since, however, the officer indicated this person
probably had other violations, it would strengthen the case
for sending this person to rehab. Sadly, according to the
newspaper article, that will not happen.

more Little Swatara Church News
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP NEWS
Our next Womens Fellowship Meeting will be held Tuesday, November 2 at 9:00 a.m. All women of the
Church are invited to attend.
Our Annual Christmas Bazaar will be held Saturday, November 4 from 8:00 - 1:00. We will have lots of
baked goods and tables full of hand-crafted items. This will be a great time to do some of your Christmas
shopping.
Our last Sub Sale of the year will be Thursday, November 9 with preparation Wednesday, November 8. We
always need help (Wednesday at 3:00 p.m. and Thursday at 6:00 a.m.).
Womens Christmas Brunch to be held Saturday, November 11 at 9:00 a.m. at the Cottage at Country
Fare. This is a brunch for all women of the Church. Good food, fun and fellowship. There will be a signup
sheet on the table in the Narthex.
Quilting continues every Thursday at 8:00 a.m. Except Thanksgiving of course.

CHILDREN'S DISASTER SERVICES
In 1979 Jan Thompson, then director of Disaster Services for
the Church of the Brethren, saw how children were forgotten
following a disaster. Children waiting in long lines, in hot
temperatures, while parents tried to obtain assistance for their
basic needs, food and shelter. Children's Disaster Services
(CDS) was birthed and has been meeting the needs of children
since 1980, working cooperatively with FEMA and the American
Red Cross to provide care for children and families following
disasters.
CDS volunteers provide a calm, safe and reassuring presence in
the midst of the chaos that follows disaster by setting up and
operating special child care centers in disaster locations. Parents
are then able to apply for assistance and begin to put their lives
back together, knowing their children are safe.
It is an honor and a privilege for Little Swatara to be hosting a
Children's Disaster Services training in our church on November
17 & 18.
There will be 30 participants and two trainers
staying in the church during these two days. Participants will be
sleeping on Red Cross cots on Friday night. There is a need for a
volunteer with a truck to pick up 30 plus cots at the American
Red Cross in Reading on the morning of November 17 and
returning them on Monday, November 20. Volunteers will be
needed for registering and greeting our guests; preparing meals
and snacks: setting up tables and chairs in the fellowship hall; on
Saturday evening the fellowship hall will need to be returned to
the Sunday set-up for Sunday School classes;
sound and
technical support will be required. If you are available to help in
any of these areas, please contact Jean Myers at 610-678-5247 or
Jean351@aol.com.
You never soar so high as when you stoop down to help a child. ~ Jewish Proverb

All members are
encouraged to be a
part of Every
Member Council
meeting -- this meeting is your
opportunity to share
concerns, take part in
decisions affecting the life of
this congregation.
At the
November Council meeting the
2018 budget and Pastor Matt's
support package will be the
main focus items. This meeting
is on Monday, November 13 at
7:30 pm.
Every Member Council Meeting Agenda
November 13, 2017 7:30 pm
Devotions:
Reading of Minutes – Denise Bohn
Reports –
1. 3rd Quarter Financial Report
2. Preschool Report
3. The Gathering Place Report
4. Pastor Matt’s Report
5. Update on Air Conditioning for Church
Building
Business –
1. Pastor Matt’s Support Package for 2018
2. Budget for 2018

more Little Swatara Church News
Annual Christmas Bazaar

. . . . . . . .

November 4, 2017
8:00AM-1:00PM
Little Swatara Church Of the Brethren Rehrersburg

crafts, food bazaar items, fellowship
This year featuring : Pampered Chef and various other vendors!!!
anyone interested in selling items, please contact any of the following committee
members:
Jen Emerich 933-4085
Michelle Snyder 933-4856
Sally Emerich 717-304-2856
Tables are $10 each and benefit the Women’s Fellowship!

HATS, SCARVES &
GLOVES
Hats scarves and gloves are
greatly appreciated for
distribution to the homeless and needy in
the Reading Area. Donations appreciated by
November 12 in the box in the narthex

VISIT THE GATHERING PLACE
CAFE….
As the weather cools, stop in the cafe to
warm up with a hot cup of delicious coffee or hot
chocolate. Or enjoy one of their freshly baked treats, a
delight for anyone!
The Gathering Place Cafe ~8490 PA 501 Bethel, Pennsylvania
Monday thru Saturday 6am-11am

"The best thing about the future is that it comes only one
day at a time."

Christian Education Ministry Team Is looking for
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS for K through 5th
grade. If you feel God leading you to teach, please see
Sue Hartranft or a member of Christian Ed; Wendy
Lingle, Sara Bryant, Renee Brown or Sandy Manbeck.

–Abraham Lincoln

The Nursery Committee seeks volunteers to assist in
the Nursery. Volunteers may choose from various
Sundays and open time slots. For more information,
contact Becky Rebman.

other news
Remember:
—now is the time to
check dates and
reserve the church or
pavilion for the 2018
calendar. Send requests to the church
secretary before the end of the year.
Please check information in the 2017
Phone Directory now and if there are
any corrections you are aware of for your
family or friends, please leave a note in the
secretaries box, and email or a phone call
will do as well.

Camp Swatara
contributors dinner

Friday nov 3rd, 2017 - 6pm
east lodge

Tables of 8 - $700.00, individual tickets $50 or $74 challenge amount
Gather with other camp supporters as we enjoy a
delicious diner, honor the Volunteer of the Year,
recognize staff milestones, and spend a wonderful
evening with other friends of Camp! Actor, musician,
and stor yteller Jeff Taught will provide the
entertainment. For more information or reservations,
contact the camp office at (717)933-8510 or visit us
online at www.campswatara.org

a Devotional from turning point
ministries
Meekness: Not Weakness

(Now the man Moses was very humble, more than all men who
were on the face of the earth.)
Numbers 12:3

Somewhere along the way, meekness was made a
synonym of weakness. Granted, there is a fine line
between the words in the semantic range of meek:
“gentle, soft, submissive, humble, compliant.” They
sound more weak than strong. Modern Bible versions
have taken steps to correct the problem. In the King
James Version, “meek” occurs seventeen times; in the
New King James Version, it only occurs five times in
the New Testament. “Humble” is now used in many
verses instead of “meek.” And humility, biblically
speaking, should never be confused with weakness.
For instance, in Numbers 12:3, Moses is described as
“very meek” in the King James Version, but in the
New King James Version he is “very humble.” Would
anyone say Moses was weak or compliant? No, but he
could easily be seen as humble before God (in spite of
occasional outbursts). Indeed, it takes strength to be
humble, strength demonstrated by Jesus when He
humbled Himself, and became obedient to the point of
death, even the death of the “cross” (Philippians 2:8).
Paul says we should also be humble (verse 3, NIV).
Arrogance and pride are not strengths but weaknesses.
Conversely, humility is a Christ-like strength that
should characterize all who follow Him.
The surest mark of true conversion is humility.
J. C. Ryle

Thank You - Together We Can Make a Difference
Clothing Give-Away “Cloths are to be worn - Not kept in a closet”
The Bethel-Tulpehocken Council was blessed with so many generous people who gave the donations which amounted to
a great deal of clean and some new clothing. Bags and Bags of clothes were taken out of salon’s social hall. There was a
donation jug at the enid door for donations if wanting to give something. Our clothes were much appreciated because the
donations totaled over $100.00., which meant the people appreciated what they got. Enjoy your clothes!

EXERCISE CLASSES began on September 11th

Each class begins with
a short devotion, followed by a variety of exercises for improving strength, flexibility, balance and
posture. The women’s exercise class will meet at 8:45am and the seated exercise class for men and
women will meet at 10am. Please contact Jamie Wise at 717-933-4868 with any questions.

A time to weep, and a time to laugh;
a time to mourn, and a time to dance; Ecclesiastes 3:4
From the Editors Desk….
Last month, only a day after I wrote my editorial about the stewardship of money, my attention
was brought to the stewardship of time. We were in our Sunday school class, when Michale Kolbe
responded to our class discussion with the observation on how important it is to budget our time.
His words grabbed my attention so fiercely that I was unable to shake the notion from my mind.
The next day, I was sitting at my desk working, and this commodity of time and notion of
budgeting time was at the forefront of my mind. so I scribbled it down on a sticky note and have
been looking at that subject all month. I remembered I read an incredible book by Robert Morgan,
titled, Mastering Life before its too late, 10 Biblical strategies for a lifetime of purpose. One of his
topics in that book is on the subject of time management. I remembered reading that book a few
years ago and learning so much from it, but it’s funny how life can just move on and you forget. So I referred back to that
book and Robert Morgans wisdom on time (wisdom that he actually gains from the Bible, he quotes scripture a lot, which I
love a book that quotes scripture so much it gets you opening your own Bible ).
Having written so much about the stewardship of money last month its funny that one of Robert Morgans quotes that I am
about to share with you, trumps everything I said. He says “Management of time is our greatest stewardship, even greater
than the stewardship of our money. Time is like currency of a different realm; it’s the coinage of life.” Of course this ties in
with what Michale had said as well, how we must budget our time, as though we are budgeting our finances. As we dig
deeper we see how each day is a precious gift of only 24 hours, each week we receive only a mere 168 hours, we sleep about
56 of those, so we are left with only 112 waking hours a week. Unlike money, no matter how hard we work, we can never
earn more time, however we can still lose, waste, and steel time. We can steel time from our loved ones, from our employers,
and worst, dare I say, we can steel from God. I am so guilty of all of the above. In fact, just this past week I happened to
experience this disappearing of precious time. I managed to loose my car key, and I’m not talking about misplacing it like
usual, I LOST my key. I was running (literally) to get my car, tucked my key in the fold of my jogging pants, and on the way,
it fell out (unbeknownst to me), I arrived at my car, and my key was gone, lost somewhere in between the half mile that
separated my house and my car. I had goals that day. I was going to run, play with the kids, make supper, eat early, put the
kids to bed early and spend time with my husband, and get a few more hours of work in. As you can imagine that did not
happen. I wasted at least two hours looking for that key, I didn’t play with the kids that night, we ate a late hurried supper,
went to bed late, and had a frazzled chaotic evening. Time was wasted, and it bothered me so much, if I would have held the
key in my hand (instead of trying to be cleaver), I never would have lost it, and then, lost our evening. It seems as though we
don’t always realize how precious time is until we loose it, or when we are running out of it. When we take time to think
about time, we see that it is slipping out of our hands. This can get you pretty depressing if you aren’t resting in God truth.
So lets bring God’s word into this. Because when we realize that we are here on earth for a reason, when our life is focused
on God’s will and not our feelings or sentiments or desires, that is when things fall into perspective and depression, anxiety
and worry will fade away. Robert Morgan actually quotes Psalms 139:16 “Your eyes saw me when I was inside the womb. All
the days ordained for me were recorded in your scroll before one of them came into existence.” Savor that verse for a little,
read it again, meditate on it. Each and everyone of us is here for a reason, a purpose, and God already knows what that is,
he ordained our days, we need to seek Him and His will for our day. Robert Morgan also points out the two bookends of
Jesus’ life, which is pretty neat. He says the first recorded words of Jesus (when he was 12 KJV) were “I must be about my
fathers business.” and the last words of his life on this earth (when he was crucified) were “It is finished”. So Robert
suggests those be our bookends to everyday. Seeking to be about our Father’s business first thing, and going to bed
hopefully knowing that we did His will for the day. “Psalm 90 tells us that because God is eternal and our days are brief that
we should count our days. and Ephesians 5 tells us that because the world is evil and the days are evil but God is Holy and
good, we must be wise stewards of our time, the older translations say redeeming the time because the days are evil. When
we’re about our Father’s business, we’re to number our days, for life is swift; we’re to redeem the time for the days are evil.
But in God’s perfectly designed plan, there is always enough work for the days He has given us, and exactly enough days for
the work He has assigned. Time passes quickly even when we’re about our Father’s business. When we’re dumb,
dumbfounded, distracted, or misdirected, a lifetime can vanish like smoke in the wind.”- Robert Morgan. I’m sorry I took so
many words from Robert Morgan, but his words are so honest and full of truth. I agree with him whole heartily and so
needed a refreshing reminder of the true purpose of our life on earth, and I thought if I needed that reminder, maybe
someone else reading this might need it too. I highly highly recommend his book to anyone, in fact, if you read any book
other than the Bible this year, let it be Robert Morgans -Mastering Life before its too Late.
“The child of God never awakens to a day unplanned by heaven or unattended by the lord.” Robert Morgan
sincerely,
Ashly Landi

FROM THE MISSIONS AND EVANGELISM TEAM

THERE IS A BOX IN THE NARTHEX FOR ALL DONATIONS…..DEADLINE IS DECEMBER
6TH

FROM THE MISSIONS AND EVANGELISM TEAM

THERE IS A BOX IN THE NARTHEX FOR ALL DONATIONS…..DEADLINE IS DECEMBER
6TH
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Newsletter Deadline
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8:45 & 10am Exercise
Classes

20

19

Sr Choir 10:30am
11:45 AM Youth SOUP & SANDWICH
Fundraiser
12:00 PM Spiritual Nurture Mtg

8:45 & 10am Exercise
Classes
8:00 AM 50 Plus Bus Trip
7:30 PM EVERY
MEMBER COUNCIL
MTG
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Food Pantry Collection
Teen Bible Presentation
10:30 AM Praise Team

8:45 & 10am Exercise
Classes
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END OF DAYLIGHT SAVINGS
JOY 8:15/SR 10:30am
9:15 AM Youth Yummies
5:30 PM Scout Den Meeting
6:00 PM Christian Poetry Fellowship
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12n. GOLDEN AGE DINNER (60 yrs & up)

29

Sunday

Ministry Team Minutes
Due
6:30 PM Den Meeting
7:30 PM Farm Women
#2 Mtg

28

7:00 PM Transitional Mtg
7:30 PM Ministry Teams
Meet

21

11:30 AM Widow's
Luncheon
6:30 PM Den Meeting
7:00 PM MISSION &
EVANGELISM Mtg

14

7:00 PM LEADERSHIP
TEAM Mtg

7

MISSION OF
NOVEMBER BARNABAS
FUND
PAVILION CLOSED
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Tuesday

8:45 & 10am Exercise
Classes
7:00 PM Jubilee
7:30 PM JOY Choir
8:00 PM Praise Team
Practice

8:00 AM Quilting
5:00 PM TOPS Mtg
7:00 PM SENIOR CHOIR
PRACTICE

30

8:00 AM FH
Res/Rebman family`
8:45 & 10am Exercise
Classes

29
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8:00 AM Quilting
5:00 PM TOPS Mtg
7:00 PM SENIOR CHOIR
PRACTICE
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6:00 AM SUB SALE DAY
8:00 AM Quilting
5:00 PM TOPS Mtg
7:00 PM CHRISTIAN ED
Mtg
7:00 PM SENIOR CHOIR
PRACTICE
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8:00 AM Quilting
9:00 AM Women's
Fellowship Mtg
5:00 PM TOPS Mtg
7:00 PM SENIOR CHOIR
PRACTICE
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Thursday

22

8:45 & 10am Exercise
Classes
7:00 PM Jubilee
7:30 PM JOY Choir
8:00 PM Praise Team
Practice

15

8:45 & 10am Exercise
Classes
3:00 PM Sub Prep
7:00 PM Jubilee
7:30 PM JOY Choir
8:00 PM Praise Team
Practice
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8:45 & 10am Exercise
Classes
7:00 PM Jubilee
7:30 PM JOY Choir
8:00 PM Praise Team
Practice
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Wednesday

NOVEMBER 2017
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7:00 PM Tentative:
FRIENDS by the FIRE

24

2:00 PM Bethel FP
5:00 PM DISASTER
SERVICE WORKSHOP

17

10

4:00 PM Set up for
Bazaar
6:00 PM Camp Swatara
Contributor's Dinner
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Friday

1:00 PM 50 Plus
Program

2

7:00 AM Men's Ministry
Prayer Breakfast
12:00 PM FH
Res/W.Lingle

25

All Day,DISASTER
SERVICES WORKSHOP
6:00 PM Young Family
Fellowship

18

9:00 AM Women's
Christmas Brunch at Ctry
Fare
1:00 PM 50 Plus
Program

11

8-1pm, FH
Res/CHURCH BAZAAR

4

Saturday

Little Swatara Preschool
November 2017
Dear Friends,
Hello. We are starting our third month of classes and we must be having fun because time is “flying by”.
It’s wonderful to see how much the children have improved using their kindergarten readiness skills. They seem
to be feeling right at home and are happily working hard. The staff is appreciative for the encouragement
given to the preschoolers at home.
This month we are learning about the Thanksgiving holiday. We talk about the Pilgrims
coming to America from England because the King would not allow them to worship God their
way. They sailed to America in a large wooden ship called the Mayflower. The Pilgrims had a
difficult time in America, many became sick and died. Those that survived became friends with the Native
Americans that lived here. A Native American named Squanto became a special friend. He taught the Pilgrims
how to plant corn and where to find good fish to eat. The Pilgrims were happy Squanto taught them how to care
for themselves at their new home. When fall came, the Pilgrims were happy and thankful for the new friends
and food they found in America. They prepared a feast to celebrate and invited the Indians. The Pilgrims
thanked God for helping them and for providing for them. We remember this feast as Thanksgiving.
In recognition of Thanksgiving, each class will celebrate with a Thanksgiving Feast. When we discuss
being thankful, one of the first thoughts from the children is always thank you for moms and dads, followed by
food and pets. We are thankful for so many blessings. We are blessed to be living in the United States and in a
place where we may choose where to educate our children and where to worship. Thank you Lord for a free
country.
As we celebrate Thanksgiving we will focus on the love God has for each of us and the lessons he shares
with us through the Bible. We thank God for each of our students and their families. Each student is a precious
gift from God. We are pleased that you decided to share your child with us at Little Swatara Preschool.

Warmly, Miss Cindy

Class Openings
There are openings in our two
Preschool classes. The Mon/Wed class has
5 available spots, and the Tues/Thurs
class has a number of openings. If you
know anyone interested in a preschool
program, please tell them about
Little Swatara and invite them to
give us a call at (717)933-4500.
Or e-mail me at
cindy.bradley@littleswatara.org

Chestnut Hill Candle Fundraiser
Candles, candles everywhere! Thank you to
each family that sold candles, 1 candle or 40
candles. We greatly appreciate your support.
The Preschool made $4 on each candle sold.
And each $4 is important. The
money will go towards classroom
resources and
essential program needs. Over
$1,200 was raised! Thank you for

Little Swatara Church of the Brethren
31 Rehrersburg Road
PO Box 437
Bethel, Pa 19507
www.littleswatara.org
www.facebook.com/LittleSwataraCOB

“God is most glorified in us when
we are most satisfied in Him” –

John Piper

resources:
Who: Robert Morgan
What: While I am sure all of his books are great, I so far have only
read “Mastering life before its to late” and “100 bible verses
everyone should know by heart”. Both are excellent books to read,
filled with wisdom, knowledge and insight.
When &
Where: anytime. Check them out of a library, buy them for your
kindle or tablet, or go to JOY bookstore to own a hard copy.
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