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What do we know?

Just when we think we know what we thought
we knew, it all changes. Events shape our lives.
People impact us. Places create long term
memories. But there comes that day, that events
not the same, the person you thought you knew
is different and this place you’ve been a
thousand times is no longer. Knowledge carries
significance in our lives and when what we
always thought we knew would never change;
when it does, brings with it a new level of
confusion and even uncertainty.
These are the times in which we’re living.
Change has always been a constant but not
quite as rapid as which we’re witnessing it today.
We no sooner buy something and it’s already
outdated.
Continued on Page 2…
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The Big Picture… Continued from Page 1…
But this new year we can be certain of someone who never changes. He’s the same
yesterday, today and forever. He’s the constant we need in our lives and as terrifying as
it might be, it’s also a comfort to know he’s more familiar with us than any single person
walking this planet. And amidst that knowledge, he continues to love us. That’s the
Jesus we’re going to get to know even more in 2020, a year filled with promise and
anticipation that shall come to pass. So get ready to get filled with all God has in store
as we trust and follow him into our future at Little Swatara. It’s a journey you won’t want
to miss any given Sunday.
Blessings this new year,
Pastor Matt

Some Fun Random Facts to start your New Year…
You can hear a blue whale's heartbeat from
more than 2 miles away.
The world's largest animal's heart weighs
about 400 pounds — approximately the
size of a small piano.
Four times more people speak English as a
second language than as a native one.
It's the most widely spoken tongue in the
world, with nearly two billion people
learning it as a second language and only
350 million people speaking it natively.
Apple Pie isn't actually American at all.
The next time you call something "as
American as apple pie," you might want to
consider the fact that neither apple pies
nor apples originally came from America.
Apples are in fact native to Asia, and the
first recorded recipe for apple pie was
actually written in England.
Not every Model T was black.
Little Swatara Church News

For the first few years of production, Ford's
famous car came in gray, green, blue, and
red. It was only after 1914 that customers
could order "any color so long as it is
black," as the dark paint dried faster than
other hues.
Baby sea otters can't swim.
Their moms will wrap them in pieces of
kelp while they hunt until the buoyant pups
learn how to paddle around on their own.
A raft of otters will also hold hands while
they sleep so they don't drift apart!
There are only three countries in the world
that don't use the metric system. For
simplicity's sake, most of the more than
200 countries in the world use the metric
system when describing things like length
or mass. However, there are three
countries that stand out: Liberia, Myanmar,
and the United States.
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Widows Luncheon
Tuesday January 14th at
11:30am at the Country Fair
Restaurant

Youth Group Fall/Winter Dates
SR HIGH
1/12/20: Soup and Sandwich Luncheon

Pecans in the Cemetery

On the outskirts of a small town, there was a big, old pecan tree just inside the
cemetery fence. One day, two boys filled up a bucketful of nuts and sat down by
the tree, out of sight, and began dividing the nuts.
'One for you, one for me, one for you, one for me,' said one boy. Several dropped
and rolled down toward the fence.
Another boy came riding along the road on his bicycle. As he passed, he thought
he heard voices from inside the cemetery. He slowed down to investigate. Sure
enough, he heard, 'One for you, one for me, one for you, One for me...'
He just knew what it was. He jumped back on his bike and rode off. Just around
the bend he met an old man with a cane, hobbling along.
'Come here quick,' said the boy, 'you won't believe what I heard! Satan and the
Lord are down at the cemetery dividing up the souls!'
The man said, 'Beat it kid, can't you see it's hard for me to walk.' When the boy
insisted though, the man hobbled slowly to the cemetery.
Standing by the fence they heard, 'One for you, one for me. One for you, One for
me.'
The old man whispered, 'Boy, you've been tellin' me the truth. Let's see if we can
see the Lord.
Shaking with fear, they peered through the fence, yet were still unable to see
anything. The old man and the boy gripped the wrought iron bars of the fence
tighter and tighter as they tried to get a glimpse of the Lord.
At last they heard, 'One for you, one for me. That's all.. Now let's go get those
nuts by the fence and we'll be done....
They say the old man had the lead for a good half-mile before the kid on the bike
passed him.
Little Swatara Church News
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Womens Fellowship News for January 2020
The first Womens Fellowship Meeting for 2020 will be on Thursday, January 2 at 9:00
a.m. All women of our Church are welcome.
The Crafters Group will meet Tuesday, January 14 from 9:00-11:00 a.m. Anyone is
welcome to join.
The ladies will be quilting every Thursday morning from 8:00 a.m. They are willing to
teach anyone who would like to learn.
Please keep our next Breakfast Buffet in mind. It will be coming up Saturday, February
22 from 7:00 until 10:00 a.m. Bring your appetite and your friends!
Londonderry Village Auxiliary is having their annual Membership Drive. Our Church is
one of 20 churches that supports Londonderry Village Auxiliary (formerly Lebanon
Valley Brethren Home Auxiliary). A donation of any amount provides funds to purchase
health care and therapeutic equipment for skilled care, dementia and Alzheimer
residents. All donations in the form of checks may be made payable to "Londonderry
Village Auxiliary" and may be sent to them directly or through Linda B., the contact
person for our Church. The Membership Drive continues until January 31.
The Londonderry Village Auxiliary Sunday Evening Programs continue with The Soft
Sounds of Carol Kline and her husband, George. They perform oldies and gospel
music. Don’t miss them Sunday, January 19, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the Di Matteo Worship
Center, 1200 Grubb Road, Palmyra, PA 17078. They will be taking a free will offering.

When Bad Weather Arrives
And a decision is made to cancel services
for the day, an announcement will be
made on
WJTL 90.3 FM Lancaster and on the
Little Swatara church website: http://
www.LittleSwatara.org
The announcement will also be added to
Little Swatara’s Facebook page and a
message will be sent out to all those on
the church E-MAIL and TEXT list.
Little Swatara Church News

Write it on your
heart that every
day is the best day
in the year.
~Ralph Waldo Emerson
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Members Birthdays for January
John C. Ziegler

5
Lisa Mahaffey
5
Daniel Wilson
5
Linda Blondheim 6
Savannah Myers 6
Jean Smith
6
David Sholl
6
Jason Miller
7
Diane Long
8
Susan Hastings 9
Erik Motta
9
Dennis Emerich 12
Richard Dundore 12
Amber Horst
13
Barry Bashore
14
Renee Brown
14
Elizabeth Hershey14
Rufus Bashore 15
Janet Bashore
16
Austin Wise
16
Robert Snyder
17

Christie Zellers
Judith Emerich
Kathryn Swift
Mary Stewart
Michael Snyder
Robert Bashore
Audrey Brown
Carl Brightbill
Denise Christ
Chase Weinhold
Terry Edris
Gilbert Bashore
Russell Lutz
Colton Weinhold
Michael Graby
Michelle Snyder
Scott Corbin
Lori Williams
Fred Soliday
Leah Blatt

For last year's
words belong to
last year's
language. And next
year's words await
another voice.
~T.S. Eliot
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18
18
18
19
20
21
21
22
22
23
24
25
25
25
27
27
29
29
31
31

O f f e r i n g
envelopes have
arrived for 2020.
They will be
processed shortly
for your use in
2020.
If you
currently use
envelopes, you do
not need to do
anything, your box
will be prepared
for next year.
If
you do not have
envelopes and
wish to receive
them, please let
me know with a
note in mailbox
113 or email
Jean351@aol.com.
If you currently
receive envelopes
and no longer wish
to receive them,
please let me
know by putting a
note in mailbox
113 or email
Jean351@aol.com.
Jean Myers,
Financial Secretary
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It’s “WE CARE” Package Time!
Each year the Mission and Evangelism committee sends
packages to the college and military students from our
congregation. If you would like to donate items for the
students, a box will be provided in the narthex upstairs and
foyer downstairs.
ITEMS NEEDED for CARE PACKAGES
Keep looking in the bulletin for more information on the deadline for
these items
CRACKERS
COOKIES

Coming Up…
January Mission of the
Month
We Care Packages
Join Us On Sundays
8:15am worship service
9:30 Sunday school
10:30 worship service

January 12th

QUARTERS(10/$2.50) EA.

Sr. High Youth Soup and Salad
Lunch after 2nd Service

LIP BALMS

GRANOLA BARS

SMALL TISSUES

HOT CHOCOLATE MIX

WRITING UTENSILS

INSTANT SOUP MIX
CANDY BARS

TRAVEL SIZE—

GUM

HAND LOTION

HARD CANDY

HAND SANITIZER

Q-TIPS

February 22nd
Womens Fellowship Breakfast
Buffet from 7am -10am
Membership Transfer: Dec.
8th -Billie Jean & David
Wagner. Welcome!

POST IT NOTES
BAND AIDS

Baby Dedications!!!!

LIP BALMS

Indoor Baptism
Join us on January 26th at 10:30 for a very special
occasion. Cody Haag, son of Mike and Alicia Haag,
sister to Sara, residing on the family farm in
Mohrsville, will be baptized. Come out and
support this fine, young lad who is part of our Jr
High Youth and weekly church life.

Little Swatara Church News

Dec 1 Baby Dedication for
Ella Grace White, daughter
of Tammy Trout & Chas
White.
Dec 15 Baby Dedication
for Stanley Frederick
Koch, son of Jacob &
Ashley Koch
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Bread and Cup Communion

27

26
8:45 AM FH/Women's
Exercise Class
10:00 AM Seated
Exercise Class

8:45 AM FH/Women's
Exercise Class
10:00 AM Seated
Exercise Class

20

Remembrance Service

19

Monday

8:45 AM FH/Women's
Exercise Class
10:00 AM Seated
Exercise Class

13

6

30

Anointing
Food Pantry Collection
10:30 AM Praise Team

12

5:30 PM Scout Den Meeting

5

Guest Speaker

29

Tuesday

Ministry Team Minutes
Due
6:30 PM Den Meeting

28

21

9:00 AM Crafters Meet
11:30 AM Widows
Luncheon/Ctry Fare
6:30 PM Den Meeting
7:00 PM Missions and
Evangelism Team Mtg

14

7:00 PM LEADERSHIP
TEAM Mtg

7

31

Wednesday

8:45 AM FH/Women's
Exercise Class
10:00 AM Seated
Exercise Class
6:30 PM Jubilee Choir
Practice
7:00 PM Joy Choir
Practice
8:00 PM Praise Team
Practice

29

8:45 AM FH/Women's
Exercise Class
10:00 AM Seated
Exercise Class
6:30 PM Jubilee Choir
Practice
7:00 PM Joy Choir
Practice
8:00 PM Praise Team
Practice

22

Newsletter Deadline
8:45 AM FH/Women's
Exercise Class
10:00 AM Seated
Exercise Class
6:30 PM Jubilee Choir
Practice
7:00 PM Joy Choir
Practice
8:00 PM Praise Team
Practice

15

6:30 PM Jubilee Choir
Practice
7:00 PM Joy Choir
Practice
8:00 PM Praise Team
Practice

8

6:30 PM NO Jubilee
Choir Practice
7:00 PM NO Joy Choir
Practice
8:00 PM NO Praise Team
Practice

1

JANUARY 2020
Thursday

8:30 AM Quilting
7:00 PM Sanc/Sr Choir
Practice
7:00 PM Senior Choir
Practice

30

8:30 AM Quilting
7:00 PM Sanc/Sr Choir
Practice
7:00 PM Senior Choir
Practice

23

8:30 AM Quilting
7:00 PM Sanc/Sr Choir
Practice
7:00 PM Senior Choir
Practice

16

8:30 AM Quilting
6:30 PM Bethel 4-H Club
Meets
7:00 PM Sanc/Sr Choir
Practice
7:00 PM Senior Choir
Practice

9

8:30 AM Quilting
9:00 AM Women
Fellowship Mtg
7:00 PM Sanc/Sr Choir
Practice
7:00 PM Senior Choir
Practice

2

Friday

31

24

2:00 PM Bethel Food
Pantry

17

10

3

Saturday

Deacons Retreat
1:00 PM 50 Plus
Program

1

7:00 AM Men's Prayer
Breakfast

25

18

11

1:00 PM 50 Plus
Program

4
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Little Swatara Preschool
January 2020
Dear Friends,
The Preschool staff sends a warm “Hello” as we dive into 2020! We hope everyone had a
safe and happy Christmas and New Years vacation. We are looking forward to a year of
growing, learning and fun with the children.
We are excited to begin the year at Preschool with many fun activities. During the next
few months we will be focusing on letter recognition, name writing, learning shapes and
numbers. We will also continue Bible stories and life values during circle time. Through the
Bible stories we will talk about how Jesus grew up just like our preschoolers are growing.
Please refer to the class calendars for specific information.
Our teachers will continue to guide the children with loving relationships that are
intended to build trust and confidence. We want to nurture their love for learning; to
develop the ability to face a new task with a positive attitude. We desire to show compassion
and forgiveness that Christ offers us when a mistake is made. We strive to be living examples
of Jesus’ love to the children, helping them face each task positively and encouraging each
one as we work together.
Since Christmas and the New Year holidays have passed, we are able to slow down
and look to the future. Now there is time to reflect on the past and plan for the on coming
year. Please contact me have any questions or comments about your child or the Preschool program, contact me either at the Church (717)933-4723 or my home (717)274-9875.
With warm regards, Miss Cindy
Thank You!
Thank you for the wonderful response to the collection of food for needy families during
the Christmas season. The food was given to the Bethel-Tulpehocken Food Pantry. The
students were very proud to be helping others. They took the tasks of caring and helping others
seriously. This is a precious lesson to learn at a young age.
Thank you to everyone for paying Preschool tuition promptly. If you have a question about your
account, please speak with Miss Cindy.
Thank you for remembering the Preschool at Christmas. Your gifts to the classrooms are
greatly appreciated. The children really enjoy sharing their gift with their friends, and
claiming it as a present they gave to the class.
Foul Weather Closings:
In cases of bad weather, we will follow these guidelines: Preschool closings will follow Tulpehocken
School District’s policy for closing school due to bad weather. If Tulpehocken Elementary is :
-closed due to bad weather we will be closed.
-delayed 2 hours we will run a modified session. The morning session will run 10 am-12 noon.
The afternoon session will run 1-3pm. Extended days will run 10am-3pm.
- delayed 3 hours we will close the morning sessions, and will run a normal afternoon PK 3 session.
Bad weather delays and cancellations are listed at the bottom of the television screen of the
following TV stations: WGAL Channel 8 - Berks Cable 8, WFMZ Channel 69.
Little Swatara Preschool will attempt to post foul weather notices on our Facebook Page.

Vision Screening
Vision Resource Center of Berks County will be providing a free vision screening for
our students. They stated that 1 in every 16 children has an undetected vision problem.
And that early detection means a treatment can begin sooner. Ann Heiser, a Prevention
Specialist will conduct the screenings here at Little Swatara Preschool this month, January 15, 2020. A Salmon colored card will be sent home with each student that needs to
be completed and signed by our preschooler’s parent in order to have the screening conducted
on your child. The screening will take no more than 3 minutes per child. A parent does not have
to be present at the time of the screening, but the salmon card must be completed and on site.
A LSPreschool staff person or Board Member will be with your child at the time of
the screening. Please direct your questions to Miss Cindy or Vision
Resource Center of Berks County @ (610)375-8407 ext. 114. Cards will be sent
home the beginning of January.

Healthy Habits:
Children at Preschool are discussing using healthy habits
including hand washing, covering mouths when we sneeze or cough, and
learning how to use tissues. Using good habits helps us to keep from spreading
germs to our friends and keeps our bodies healthy. If your child has been sick,
please keep her/him at home. Especially if they have had a fever within the past
24 hours. They may want to come to Preschool, however, another day of rest will
serve them well. When they come back to class they feel rested and ready for
a full day of activity.
Did you know the National Sleep Foundation recommends 11 to 13 hours of
sleep for preschool aged children. Other tips include, maintaining a regular and
consistent sleep schedule. Have a relaxing bedtime routine that ends in the room
where the child sleeps. And the child should sleep in the same sleeping environment every night. In a room that is cool, dark and without
TV. Thank you for contributing positively to our classes’ health.
Dates to Remember:
- January 15th, Vision Resource Center of Berks County will be on site to complete student
screenings.
- We will be in session Monday, January 20th when Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday is
observed. Notify your classroom teachers if your preschooler/s will not be attending.
- February 12 & 13 will be Valentine’s Day celebrations. Your preschooler may
hand out Valentine cards. This is not mandatory. Often young children do not
understand the concept of exchanging cards.
- February 29 is our Preschool Art Show, 2 to 4pm. (Snow date
March 14). You will be able to view student art work, participate in activities
and a Chinese auction. We hope to see you there.
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Dreams
OF THE

FUTURE

BETTER THAN THE

History
OF THE

Past

“

“

I LIKE THE

~ Thomas Jefferson

January Newsletter 2020
Thank you! To all who contributed

Good News!

to the newsletter for the month of
January. The DEADLINE for the
February edition is Wednesday

January

15th.

Email

ashlylynn21@gmail.com

Don’t make lunch Sunday
January 12th!
The Youth have their Soup
and Sandwich Lunch
fundraiser that day. Support
the youth, enjoy a meal, and
you don’t have to cook!
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“You don't have
to see the whole
staircase, just take
the first step.”
~Martin Luther King

“For the wages of sin is
death; but the gift of God
is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord.“
~Romans 6:23

What should I put on my
calendar?
See page 6 and page 7
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