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Church’s Office Phone (717)933-4723 Church’s Office Fax (717)933-9223
“Little Swatara is a Christ-centered Community of caring and serving people committed to peace and following Jesus
Christ to : Grow Spiritually, Build Christian Community, and Share the Good News.”
Worship Services 8:15 and 10:30 a.m.
Matthew S. Christ, Pastor
Sunday School 9:30

a fresh start
What if we could have a fresh start? A new beginning? Another opportunity to do things different?
Fortunately for us, Christ offers us this every new day we face. Before us is a new year. Perhaps there’s
something we’d like to do differently. Perhaps there’s a routine we’ve been stuck in for years and years
and this year, we’re deciding to take a new approach.
Might I challenge us to take the one year Bible Reading approach. Each week in the bulletin, we’ll list
the scriptures to read and let’s do our absolute best to be diligent in reading them. There’ll be a box in
the narthex then that you can submit questions about what you read. Include your name and I’ll do my
best to have an answer for your inquiring minds delivered to your church mailbox.
Scripture reading offers the Spirit the ability to use it in our lives. I can’t count the number of times I’ve
been talking to someone or doing something and that scripture comes to mind. But if we aren’t reading
any scripture, it’s nearly impossible for that to happen. I’ve always loved the scriptures referencing his
word as a lamp unto my feet. It’s not as common to carry a lamp these days but imagine God’s Word as
that flashlight that illumines the path ahead of us. Consider how it might bring to light areas of our
lives that have needed guidance.
There’s no doubt there is power in his word. It’s sharper than any double edged sword and has the
ability to pierce straight to our heart. The heart of the matter is the need to discover God’s Word in a
world with differing views. We can be assured with an open Spirit and steadfast life of prayer, God will
lead us in understanding. The Spirit in 2018 is for each of us to see His Word personally and allow it to
guide our lives in what we say and how we interact with others. I know many of us are searching for
God’s will in our own lives and for me, personally in the life of the church and as we read together
through the scriptures, his will shall unfold.
Let us start the new year right and find the fresh start through his Word to love well, live in unity and
gather together to proclaim our praise. May his words ever be on our lips. May we be mindful of his
constant care and need to care for others. May peace be upon us and encouragement sent forth this
2018.
I love you all so very much.
The blessings of our Lord upon you in this year ahead.

Pastor Matt

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
CONGRATULATIONS to…
~all of us sinners (every person on this earth). On the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Only
Son of God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. Jesus, conceived by the Holy Spirit. was
born in the city of David, to the virgin Mary. He has come so that all who believe, shall not perish, but
have everlasting life. (Romans 3:23, Psalms 121:2, Mat 1:18, Luke 2:11, John 3:16)

Our Sincere Sympathy…
~go out to Mike Peace and family on the recent passing of his mother, Naomi
~go out to the family of Bonnie Schwenk in her passing December 7th 2017. May we remember her
only son, Kevin and his family at this time.
~to the family and friends of Mary Stump, wife of Kermit on her passing December 12.

MEMBERS BIRTHDAYS FOR JANUARY
John C. Ziegler
Lisa Mahaffey
Daniel Wilson
Linda Blondheim
Savannah Myers
Jean Smith
David Shall
Jason Miller
Diane Long
Susan Hastings
Erik Motta
Dennis Emerich
Richard Dundore
Amber Horst
Barry Bashore
Renee Brown
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Elizabeth Hershey
Rufus Bashore
Janet Bashore
Austin Wise
Robert Snyder
Christie Zellers
Judith Emerich
Kathryn Swift
Mary Stewart
Michael Snyder
Robert Bashore
Audrey Brown
Carl Brightbill
Denise Christ
Chase Weinhold
Terry Edris
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16
17
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18
18
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Gilbert Bashore
Russell Lutz
Colton Weinhold
Michael Grayby
Michelle Snyder
Scott Corbin
Lori Williams
Fred Soliday
Leah Blatt

Look not back on yesterday
So full of failure and regret
Look ahead and seek God's way
All sin confessed you must forget.
-Dennis DeHaan
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25
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27
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31
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Brethren Disaster Ministries Trip

to Marion County, South Carolina from March 4-10,
2018. Contact Gary Bashore, (mailbox 8) for details
and to reserve your spot. we would like to fill the trip
with a maximum of 15 people. The minimum age is
15 years old.

.,

CHOIR PRACTICE

Meet in the Sanctuary
PRAISE TEAM, Wed 8-9pm Jubilee Choir, Wed
7-7:30pm JOY Choir, Wed 7:30-8/8:15pm SENIOR
Choir, Thurs 7-8pm

In case of Bad Weather…
An announcement will be placed on Television
station: WFMZ-TV Channel 69 Allentown, PA
An announcement will be placed on the
following Radio stations: WDAC 94.5 FM
Lancaster, WJTL 90.3 FM Lancaster, and
WLBR 1270 AM Lebanon
And can also be seen on the following
websites:
Little Swatara Church WFMZ-TV Channel 69
WGAL Channel 8 WDAC 94.5 FM WJTL
90.3 FM

.,

http://www.LittleSwatara.org http://
www.wfmz.com http://www.wgal.com http://
www.wdac.com http://www.wjtl.com

Ignite Kids
I’ve been asked if a kids ministry could be
ignited an hour before kids choir practice. A
time of devotion and fun. If you’re
interested in serving the kids, please let me
know. Text or call 570-246-8196 or email me
at pastormatt@littleswatara.org. There’s a
few clearances we’ll need if you don’t already
have them. Let’s pump up the future with
Ignite Kids. 6-7 pm Wednesday’s.
Pastor Matt

.,

Widows Lunch
January 9, 2018 At Country Fare
Restaurant. 11:30 a.m. All widows are
invited to attend.

Remember, amateurs built
the ark. Professionals built
the Titanic.

And on the following APP: WGAL

"The best thing about the
future is that it comes
only one day at a time."
–Abraham Lincoln

Sunday Prayer Gathering
Each Sunday in the pastors office, i
would like to pray for the services,
the congregation and the community.
Starting the 1st Sunday in
November, gather with me
in my office at 7:45am for
a fruitful time of prayer.
Pastor Matt

more Little Swatara Church News
PRAYER CHAIN
A while ago, Linda Ziegler and Dianne Younker
have both requested to not continue with the
Prayer Chain. Dianne High has volunteered to
take over Linda's duties and Renee Brown will
be her sub-stitute when she is needed. The
procedure is the same, you may call the Church
during regular office hours and Charlene will
send prayer requests. After regular office hours
you may call Dianne on her home phone
number, which is 717-933-4913. This phone
number is in our 2017 Church Directory. If you
are unable to reach her there, you may call her
on her cell phone at 717-376-4329. This cell
phone number will be in the 2018 Directory
when it comes out, but please only call the cell
phone number as a last resort. Thank you to
everyone who helped with this transi- tion.
Also, thank you, Mark, for setting up this
program and for all you do for us. Women's
Fellowship

“If you can’t fly, then run, If
you can’t run, then walk, If you
can’t walk, then crawl, but
whatever you do, you have to
keep moving forward.”
–Martin Luther King Jr.

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP NEWS
Our next Womens Fellowship Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, January 4, 2018 at 9:00 a.m.
Please join us.
The Crafters Group will meet Tuesday, January 9 from 9:00 - 11:00 a.m., and we will be getting
together the second Tuesday of each month.
The ladies will be quilting every Thursday morning from 8:00 a.m.
Londonderry Village Auxiliary is having their annual Membership Drive beginning in January and
ending in March. Please place your donation along with a completed membership form in
Mailbox #55 or give directly to Linda B., who will be writing one check for the total amount of
our contribution. The forms are on the table in the Narthex. If you have any questions, please
contact Linda.

more Little Swatara Church News
We request any new college students please
provide their address for the directory and this
as soon as possible.

************

It’s “WE CARE” Package Time!
Each year the Mission and Evangelism committee sends packages
to the college and military students from our congregation. If you
would like to donate items for the students, a box will be provided
in the narthex upstairs and foyer downstairs. So far we have
Savannah M, Aaron R, and Devin E.

ITEMS NEEDED for CARE PACKAGES
The last day to bring donations will be February 4th.
CRACKERS
COOKIES
POPCORN
GRANOLA BARS
HOT CHOCOLATE MIX
INSTANT SOUP MIX
CANDY BARS

Laughter…
A young boy had just gotten his driving permit.
He asked his father, who was a minister, if they
could discuss the use of the car. His father took
him to his study and said to him, "I'll make a deal
with you. You bring your grades up, study your
bible a little and get your hair cut and we'll talk
about it."
After about a month the boy came back and again
asked his father if they could discuss use of the
car. They again went to the father's study where
his father said, "Son, I've been real proud of you.
You have brought your grades up, you've studied
your bible diligently, but you didn't get your hair
cut!"
The young man waited a moment and replied,
"You know Dad, I've been thinking about that.
You know, Samson had long hair, Moses had long
hair, Noah had long hair, and even Jesus had long
hair...."
To which his father replied...."Yes, and they
WALKED everywhere they went!"

GUM
HARD CANDY
CERTS
MECHANICAL PENCILS
PENS

VISIT THE GATHERING
PLACE CAFE….
As the weather cools, stop in the
cafe to warm up with a hot cup of delicious coffee
or hot chocolate. Or enjoy one of their freshly
baked treats, a delight for anyone!

HIGH LIGHTERS
Q-TIPS
BAND AIDS
POT IT NOTES
QUARTERS (10/$2.50) EA.
LIP BALMS

The Gathering Place Cafe ~8490 PA 501 Bethel,
Pennsylvania
Monday thru Saturday 6am-11am

SMALL TISSUE PACKS
TRAVEL SIZE—HAND LOTION
and HAND SANITIZER

***********
Items will be boxed/shipped shortly after February
13th to the students listed above.

Renewal is rooted in faith, not in
resolutions! They are made for New
Year's and forgotten on an average
of thirteen days later, say the
surveys. Faith is the result of a
decision about Christ. I cannot make
a new me or a new you, but Christ
can make you new and me new, as
well, if we decide for Him.
-Frank Harrington

more Little Swatara Church News
How can one truly enjoy what is new if one has not endured the old? We are in the process of renovating our bathroom
situation, this project has been going on for two years, but that is besides the point. We moved to an old farmhouse that
has only ever had one bathroom (at one point it would have had no bathrooms, so I guess this is an upgrade) however in
todays homes and standards, having only one bathroom seems a little sparse. This bathroom is also on the first floor,
which most of the time is fine, unless your in the shower, and you hear someone stopped in to visit and your hope to run
up to your room in your towel without being spotted, or when I was pregnant and getting up in the middle of the night,
these were not fun times to have a bathroom on the first floor. When we first moved into the home we lived with my
husbands parents for 6 months, so there was six of us with only one bathroom. Then my husbands sister came home
early (ahead of her military husband) from California with her three children at the time, so we had 10 people with only
one bathroom. We survived, made some memories, had some laughs about it. Those who knew us would tell their friends
about it in amazement and astonishment and humor. But now, my husband being so amazingly handy, is working on this
task of adding two more bathrooms to our home, in the upstairs section. The process being drawn out so long has only
built up the anticipation from the family. We talk about the new bathrooms in anticipation, with excitement, looking at
what we “endure” and looking forward to what will come. This is just one example (I know its frivolous and superficial)
of enduring the old and looking forward to the new. If we had just moved to a home with three bathrooms I am sure we
would never really think much of it. However, now having lived through 1 bathroom on the first floor, for almost 5 years,
we will appreciate the 2 and a half bathroom home just that much more. As we are entering the new year of 2018, we
might find ourselves examining the past and planning the future. We might find ourselves in anticipation for what lies
ahead, maybe some changes are happening that are making your future seem a littler brighter, or more exciting. Much like
the radio stations this week, we might be playing the greatest hits from 2017 in our heads, reminiscing of the year past. I
challenge you and myself to look at the year behind us, only briefly, not dwelling on it, but glancing at it for a moment.
Lets remember the old only enough so that we can move into the new with appreciation and thanksgiving to the Lord
who gives and takes away. Some people even like to write diaries or journals, or prayer journals so they can read over them
and see how much God has done for them over the course of a year. Have you ever prayed for something small and
insignificant, had your prayer answered, and then because it was a “small” prayer (like finding your car keys) you forget to
give God the praise and thanks he deserves? I know I am guilty of that. Lets take this transition time of leaving an old
year and entering a new one, as a great time to remember the year behind us and intentionally praise God for all He has
done for us, even the “small” things.
Happy New Year

Ashly Landis

Little Swatara Preschool
January 2018
Dear Friends,
Welcome back to Preschool as the New Year has begun! The past month we were busy with the
celebration of the birth of Jesus. This month our classes are looking forward to growing and learning by
having fun as we learn in 2018.
Little Swatara Preschool will continue to offer the same high quality care and teaching your children
received in 2017. In the classroom our students will continue to learn the value of having Jesus as a life long
friend. Our Circle time lessons will continue to teach of the love and hope He offers to each of us through the
examples we find in the Bible. We will also continue academic studies in our Kindergarten Readiness lessons.
Each day we get to see the children’s smiles when they have new experiences and skills are mastered.
Or, when they have learned to share and to wait without complaining. We are here to encourage them to keep
trying until they complete their task. And, oh the pride we all share when their task is completed to their best
ability. It is a privilege to be a part of your child’s life and to witness their growth daily. I thank God for each
child we have in our Preschool program. There is something special and uniquely wonderful about each child
in our program. And please know we feel blessed to have the important role of teacher in their lives.
Now that Christmas and New Year have passed, we are able to think about the past year and to plan
for the future. Please refer to the class calendars for specific information. Stay warm and safe. Have a blessed
2018.
In Christian Love, Miss Cindy
Preschool class staff: Miss Sara and Miss Danielle
Pre Kindergarten staff: Miss Diana, Miss Diane (PK1), Miss Danielle (PK3)

REMINDER: BACK TO PRESCHOOL
We return to class on Wednesday, January 3, 2018.
We will have class on Monday, January 15, 2018.
If your child will not be attending, please tell your child’s teacher.
We will be in session Monday, January 15th when Martin Luther
King, Jr’s birthday is observed.
ART SHOW:
On February 24, from 2-4:00 there will be an Art Show in the Fellowship Hall of Little Swatara
Church. This event is for our current preschoolers and their families. There will be exhibits of students art,
craft stations and raffle for class projects and other donated works of art. We are hope you plan to attend.
THANK YOU:
We’re sending a great BIG thank you to those that brought in food for needy families at
Christmas. The groceries that were collected by our students went to the Bethel-Tulpehocken Food
Pantry. Your response was heart warming. The children were proud to be helping and caring for
others by giving the gift of food. This is a great lesson to learn at an early age. Thank you for giving over and beyond what is expected. Your caring has blessed our community. (I hope you have
been checking Little Swatara Preschool’s Facebook page for pictures).

Healthy Habits
The children are discussing using healthy habits including hand washing, covering
mouths when we sneeze or cough, and learning how to use tissues. Using good habits
help us to not spread germs to our friends and keeps all of us healthier. Please keep
your child home if they have had a fever within the past 24 hours. They may want to
come to Preschool,
however, another day of rest will serve them well. When they come back to class they feel
ready for a full day of activity.

Update Contact Information
Please remember to notify teachers of
changes with telephone numbers,
addresses, emergency contacts and who
may pick- up your child.

Class Openings As of Dec 18 our M/W class has 6,
T/Th class has 8. If you know of a child the ages of 3,4
or 5 years old that might be interested in our
Preschool, please let Miss Cindy know. Give
the family our telephone number and or website information. We would love to speak with them.

Thank You to ever yone for paying Pr eschool tuition pr omptly. If paying tuition becomes a difficulty or
you have question about your account, please speak with Miss Cindy.
Vision Screening
Berks County Association For The Blind has contacted us about providing a free vision
screening for our students. It has been stated that 1 in every 16 children has an
undetected vision problem. And that early detection means a treatment can begin sooner.
Ann Heiser, a caseworker will conduct the screenings here at Little Swatara
Preschool on January 22 and 25. An orange card will be sent home with each student
that needs to be completed and signed by our preschooler’s parent in order to have the
screening conducted on your child. The screening will take no more than approximately 3 minutes per child. A parent does not have to be present at the
time of the screening, but the orange card must be completed and on site.
Please direct your questions to Miss Cindy or Vision Resource Center of
Berks County @ (610)375-8407 ext. 114.

Foul Weather Closings:
In cases of bad weather, we will follow these guidelines: Preschool closings will follow Tulpehocken
School District’s policy for closing school due to bad weather. If Tulpehocken Elementary is :
-closed due to bad weather we will be closed.
-delayed we will run a modified session.
The morning session will run 10 am-12 noon.
The afternoon session will run 1-3pm.
Extended days will run 10am-3pm.
Bad weather delays and cancellations are listed at the bottom of the television screen of the
following TV stations: WGAL Channel 8 - Berks Cable 8, WFMZ Channel 69. I generally use
wgal.com/weather/closings to verify Tulpehocken weather related decision for school closings and
delays. Little Swatara Preschool will attempt to post foul weather notices on our Facebook Page.

BREAD & CUP COMMUNION
Newsletter Deadline
PTeam 8:15/Jubilee 10:30am

29

28
8:45 & 10am Exercise
Classes

7pm STEWARD &
PROPERTY MTG
8:45 & 10am Exercise
Classes

22

21

Sr Choir 10:30am
8:15 AM ANOINTING

8:45 & 10am Exercise
Classes
7:00 PM MUSIC &
WORSHIP MTG

15

14

Food Pantry Collection
10:30 AM Praise Team

8:45 & 10am Exercise
Classes

8

NEW YEARS DAY-oﬃce
closed

1

Monday

JOY 8:15/SR 10:30am
5:30 PM Scout Den Meeting
6:00 PM Christian Poetry Fellowship

7

Guest Speaker, Greg Bryant

31

Sunday

30

Ministry Team Minutes
Due
6:30 PM Den Meeting

23

7:00 PM MUSIC &
WORSHIP Mtg

16

7pm CHRISTIAN ED
MTG
7pm MISSION &
EVANGELISM MTG
9:00 AM Crafters Meet
11:30 AM Widows
Luncheon/Ctry Fare
6:30 PM Den Meeting

9

7:00 PM LEADERSHIP
TEAM Mtg
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Tuesday

8:45 & 10am Exercise
Classes
7:00 PM Jubilee
7:30 PM JOY Choir
8:00 PM Praise Team
Practice

31

8:45 & 10am Exercise
Classes
7:00 PM Jubilee
7:30 PM JOY Choir
8:00 PM Praise Team
Practice

24

8:45 & 10am Exercise
Classes
7:00 PM Jubilee
7:30 PM JOY Choir
8:00 PM Praise Team
Practice

17

8:45 & 10am Exercise
Classes
7:00 PM Jubilee
7:30 PM JOY Choir
8:00 PM Praise Team
Practice

10

8:45 & 10am Exercise
Classes
7:00 PM Jubilee
7:30 PM JOY Choir
8:00 PM Praise Team
Practice

3

Wednesday

JANUARY 2018

8:00 AM Quilting
9:00 AM Women's
Fellowship Mtg
5:00 PM TOPS Mtg
7:00 PM SENIOR CHOIR
PRACTICE

1

8:00 AM Quilting
5:00 PM TOPS Mtg
7:00 PM SENIOR CHOIR
PRACTICE

25

8:00 AM Quilting
5:00 PM TOPS Mtg
7:00 PM SENIOR CHOIR
PRACTICE

18

8:00 AM Quilting
5:00 PM TOPS Mtg
7:00 PM SENIOR CHOIR
PRACTICE

11

8:00 AM Quilting
9:00 AM Women's
Fellowship Mtg
5:00 PM TOPS Mtg
7:00 PM SENIOR CHOIR
PRACTICE
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Thursday

2

26

2:00 PM Bethel FP

19

12

5

Friday

CAMP SWATARA
DEACON RETREAT
1:00 PM 50 Plus Mtg

3

3-9pm FH Res/D. Bross
7:00 AM Men's Ministry
Prayer Breakfast

27

6:00 PM Young Family
Fellowship

20

1:00 PM 50 Plus Mtg

13

8:00 AM FH Res/Pam G

6

Saturday

Little Swatara Church of the Brethren
31 Rehrersburg Road
PO Box 437
Bethel, Pa 19507
www.littleswatara.org
www.facebook.com/LittleSwataraCOB

Our greatest weakness may be our
failure to ask for God's strength.

