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Church’s Office Phone (717)933-4723 Church’s Office Fax (717)933-9223
“Little Swatara is a Christ-centered Community of caring and serving people committed to peace and following Jesus
Christ to : Grow Spiritually, Build Christian Community, and Share the Good News.”
Worship Services 8:15 and 10:30 a.m.
Matthew S. Christ, Pastor
Sunday School 9:30

The Most Wonderful Time of the Year
It always brings such glee to see the decorations on the trees, the lights strung outside and the
increased joy of this Christmas season. There’s so many memories that surround our families
and gatherings.
Aside from the festivities, there’s so much more to be thankful for. As the years go by, I
realize the gifts don’t have near the same value as the remembrance of Christ birth.
This baby born of a virgin changed everything. He enters this world bringing a bright light
and a fullness in life that none can compare. Those words “For unto us a child is born” offer
hope and peace. The love that bursts forth from that manger is real and available to all. It’s not
everyday a powerful birth such as his takes place so we pause and we celebrate the reason for
the season. It’s not a single day but all the days of our lives we give thanks.
According to Buck Denver in his “Why do we call it Christmas,” the word “Christmas”
comes from the traditional Christ’s Mass, a special church service that celebrated Jesus’ birth. It
became our word Christmas! Jesus has lots of names that we hear at Christmastime – Jesus, the
Messiah, Christ, Emmanuel. Can you think of any others?
“Jesus” was a common name at the time of Jesus’ birth. It came from the Hebrew name
“Yeshua,” which means “Yahweh saves.” (Yahweh is a name for God.) So the angel Gabriel
told Joseph that they should name Mary’s baby Jesus, because he
would save his people.
The word “Christ” is a Greek word that means anointed.
So Jesus Christ was the anointed one who would save his
people from their sin! Our word Christmas reminds us
that this is a holiday all about the birth of Christ.
Let’s pray and ask God to help keep our hearts
focused on Him during this season.
Take time in the busyness of our lives to gaze
upon this new birth and see how truly
transformative this moment has been for each of us.
In Christ’ love

Pastor Matt

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
CONGRATULATIONS to…
~The Newly married Brubaker couple, Chris and Sarah. They were married Saturday
October 28th

Our Sincere Sympathy…
~to the Dundores’ on the loss of Richard’s daughter, Arlene’s step-daughter - Kelly Martzall, Sat. Nov.
11th. May we remember the families with prayers and cards.
~go out to the family of Harvey Zimmerman. Harvey passed October 31st.
~Sincere Sympathies go out to the Hoovers on the loss of Kelly Martzall, Sat.
Nov. 11th, daughter of Ruth Hoover and step-daughter of John Hoover.

MEMBERS BIRTHDAYS FOR DECEMBER
Heather Strunk
Mark Myers
Curtis Phillips
Caitlin Henning
JoLyn Light
Michelle Rebman
Todd Keeney
Debra Souders
Jonathan Reinhard
Isabel Ziegler
Richard A. Blatt
Debra Wengert
Carl Balsbaugh
Dolores Brandt
Sarah Wise
Michael Bashore
Marci Pickering
Malachi Christ
Dorothy Renninger
Ashly Landis
Sallie Neuin
Sara Schwalm
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Melissa Dove
Kyle Dreibelbis
Sandra Stause
Andrea Showers
Patricia Timmins
Valerie Reed
Robert Donkey
Jesus of Nazareth
Matthew Blatt
Donna Krishak
Beryl Wanner
Barbara Smith
Fern Phillips
Carol Sholl
Barbara Batz
James Mahaffey
Adele Stupp
Christopher Brubaker
James E. Frantz
Jamie Wilson
John High

“Off to one side sits a group of shepherds. They sit silently on the
floor, perhaps perplexed, perhaps in awe, no doubt in
amazement. Their night watch had been interrupted by an
explosion of light from heaven and a symphony of angels. God
goes to those who have time to hear him–and so on this
cloudless night he went to simple shepherds.”
-Max Lucado
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Little Swatara Church News
Children’s Christmas program - Sunday, December 10th,

.,

9:30am, (during the Sunday school hour)

.,

Christmas Service Project this year is for the Navajo Indian Reservation. This is the largest

functioning tribe and the most poverty struck tribe in the U.S. today. Our mission tries to help these kids
get a Christian education, so they can help their community. Boxes will be located outside the preschool
room November 19th thru December 10th.
Items needed: spiral notebooks, #2 pencils, gloves and hats, crayons, markers, colored pencils, erasers,
index cards, highlighters, construction paper, white board markers.

to Marion County, South Carolina from March 4-10,
2018. Contact Gary Bashore, (mailbox 8) for details
and to reserve your spot. we would like to fill the trip
with a maximum of 15 people. The minimum age is
15 years old.

.,

CHOIR PRACTICE

Meet in the Sanctuary
PRAISE TEAM, Wed 8-9pm Jubilee Choir, Wed
7-7:30pm JOY Choir, Wed 7:30-8/8:15pm SENIOR
Choir, Thurs 7-8pm

Ignite Kids
I’ve been asked if a kids ministry could be
ignited an hour before kids choir practice. A
time of devotion and fun. If you’re
interested in serving the kids, please let me
know. Text or call 570-246-8196 or email me
at pastormatt@littleswatara.org. There’s a
few clearances we’ll need if you don’t already
have them. Let’s pump up the future with
Ignite Kids. 6-7 pm Wednesday’s.
Pastor Matt

Christmas Eve Service - the choir will

perform a cantata called “The Song Heard
‘Round the World”. Starts at 7 pm and
refreshments after the program in the fellowship
hall

.,

Brethren Disaster Ministries Trip

more Little Swatara Church News
Thank You Thank You
Thank You
To everyone who helped to make the
Children’s Disaster Services training/
workshop held at LSCOB a huge success:
Sitting up the classroom – Curtis and Fern
Putting it all back for Sunday morning—
Pam, Bud, Wendy
Registration – Kathryn and Fern
Setting up the projector and taking the
pictures for the ID badges - Mark
Table Decorations -- Kathryn
Picking up and taking back the cots for
Friday
Night -- Bud, Greg, Pastor Matt, Malachi
Food – Brenda, Joe, Gail, Sally, Beatrice,
Linda B., Wendy
Prayer Chain – Linda Z. and prayers by the
whole congregation.
All the extra work to host this event -Wendy
After hours of classroom and sleeping over
night on a Red Cross cot, twenty nine (29)
new volunteers are excited and ready to
serve children following a disaster.

Youth News
Sunday December 3rd:
-Youth Yummies
-All Youth Christmas
Party after 2nd service

Widows Lunch
2nd Tuesday of Each
Month. At Country
Fare Restaurant.
11:30 a.m.
All widows are
invited to
attend.

Sunday
Prayer
Gathering
E a ch S u n d ay i n t h e
pastors office, i would like
to pray for the services,
the congregation and the
community. Starting the
1st Sunday in November,
gather with me in my
office at 7:45am for a
fruitful time of prayer.
Pastor Matt

Thank You LSCOB!
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP NEWS
Our Annual Christmas Bazaar was our best ever!!! Thanks to everyone who made this possible.
Thank you to everyone who ordered nuts from the Londonderry Square Auxiliary. They will be available for pickup
Sunday, December 10.
Prayer Chain news: Linda Ziegler and Dianne Younker have each decided to not continue to serve on the Spiritual
Enrichment and Prayer Circle Committee in the new year. For many years Linda and Dianne have been faithful servants
by keeping us informed when prayers are requested. The Prayer Chain is an important element in our spiritual journey
and we are so very appreciative of the compassionate way in which Linda and Dianne have served our congregation. We
are blessed to have had Linda and Dianne serve and we are also blessed to have Dianne High volunteer to replace Linda
Ziegler and Renee Brown has volunteered to replace Dianne Younker. Pastor Matt and Charlene are also vital partners in
the Prayer Chain, and we continue to be blessed by their continued involvement and cooperation. It really does take a
village! We dont know when the transition will take place, but it should be sometime in December. We will let you know.
The Crafters Group will meet the second Tuesday of every month beginning January 9 from 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. We will be
making wreaths as our first craft. This is an easy project, so please come and join us.
Quilting continues every Thursday morning at 8:00 a.m.

more Little Swatara Church News
Laughter…
My mother cast one of her students as the
innkeeper for the Christmas pageant. All
the third grader had to do was tell Joseph,
“There is no room at the inn.”
But during the performance—after Joseph
begged for a room for his pregnant wife—
the boy didn’t have the heart to turn him
down.
“Well,” he said, “if it’s so urgent, come on
in.”
-found in the reader’s digest

VISIT THE GATHERING
PLACE CAFE….
As the weather cools, stop in the
cafe to warm up with a hot cup of delicious coffee
or hot chocolate. Or enjoy one of their freshly
baked treats, a delight for anyone!
The Gathering Place Cafe ~8490 PA 501 Bethel,
Pennsylvania
Monday thru Saturday 6am-11am

collecting new or gently used
MEN’S clothing and new
necessities for Teen
Challenge Training Center .
There is a box in the narthex & foyer for items.
Please drop off before Dec. 6th. They are also
collecting items for CHRISTMAS BAGS. A list
of items are on the box or you may find a flyer
on the narthex table. For more information call
Teen Challenge at 717-933- 4181 ext. 1413
~ Mission & Evangelism Team

Bell Choir
We are starting up the Bell Choir again
with a goal of play- ing 1-2 songs for the
Christmas season! A preliminary rehearsal is scheduled for this Wednesday at
7pm in the
Sanctuary. Please let Mark Myers 717-203-0976, or markm@sr-pro.com
know if you plan to participate. Be aware
that you will need to attend as many of
the rehearsals as possible to make this a
success!

community News
Heidelberg Church of the
Brethren Annual Christmas Program on
Sunday, December 10, 2017 at 7:30 p.m.
Featuring acappella singing, a children's story,
Christmas reading and carols. Cookies and
fellowship to follow. Everyone is welcome! 162
E Reistville Road, Myerstown.

Hershey
Symphony
Orchestra Dec.10, at 3pm held at the
Londonderry vil- lage Di Matteo Worship
Center. Tickets available at the reception
desk now thru Nov. 30 at $12 ea. Dec.
1-10th cost will be $15 ea. Children under
12 are free.

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS FOR
STOCKINGS
stockings are ready to be filled with cards
for shut-ins in the narthex until December
10th. Later they will be delivered by the
Women’s Fellowship. Lists of recipients are
on the narthex table and in the newsletter
for your cards.

Andulhea Heritage CenterChristmas Open House in Rehrersburg is
OPEN every sat. & sun. Nov. 25-Dec. 23. Sat.
9-1pm, Sun. 1-4pm.

CLOTHING, FOOD & BLOOD
DRIVe

Sat. Dec. 9, 8am- 1pm at Barry Bashore Inc.
9090 Old 22, Bethel. MillerKeystone Blood mobile will be on site for
donations. Clothing & Food donations may be
dropped off any- time up until Dec. 9th. See
posters throughout the church. Contact
person: Kathy Lebo 717-933-8686.
Blood donations will be in memory of Harvey
Zimmerman.

CRADLE TO THE CROSS
a Christmas Choir Program held at Midway
Church in Lebanon December 9 & 10 at 7pm.
Everyone is welcome!

Oh Come, Let us adore Him!

A time to weep, and a time to laugh;
a time to mourn, and a time to dance; Ecclesiastes 3:4
From the Editors Desk….
TV, radio, stores, internet, publications of all kinds, they are all declaring that once
again, it is Christmas time. Everything in front of our eyes and in our ears says that
because it is Christmas we must now become stressed with more todo lists crammed
into one month than we usually have in a year; Christmas cards, Christmas shopping,
Christmas decorating, Christmas parties to host and go to, gatherings hear and there…
are you stressed yet? My favorite way to relax this time of year, is to sit in the dark,
with only my Christmas lights on, and listen to the Christmas music, maybe even drink
some tea, and just reflect. It is so easy and tempting to allow the hustle and bustle of
the season to distract us, yes from the real reason of the season, but also from our
family and friends. Sometimes it seems even though we are around so many people,
we tend to become more withdrawn than ever. Trying to organize and plan gatherings
this month might be challenging and stressful, but I challenge you to organize them with joy, knowing that the time spent
with everyone of these family members is worth all the trouble to organize the gatherings. Christmas time always finds me
reflecting on the Christmas day 5 years ago that I spent with my cousin, Mike. He was younger than me by only a few years,
we were closer as children, exploring and laughing together, but as we grew up we also grew apart (it didn’t help that we
lived two hours apart from each other). I had no idea what he had gotten into, or how badly it had become, but eventually as
time had continued to pass, our life courses ended up bringing us only two miles apart. Dan and I had moved back to Dan’s
childhood home, where we live now, and Mike, my cousin, was a few months from graduating from Teen Challenge here in
Rehrersburg (right in our backyard). Trying to make this story short, It is now Christmas time 5 years ago, Mike is allowed to
go home for Christmas day, but because my uncle lives 2 hours away, it just isn’t really feasible for Mike to go home with
them for the short amount of time they were allowed home. Long story short, Mike spent Christmas with us (at my parents
house), even thought they almost never allow their students to go to anyone other than immediate family. We were blessed
to spend our Christmas day with Mike, I just never new it would be our last. Mike graduated, got a job, moved back home,
we hadn’t really spoke more than once or twice since that day, and it was only two years later that Mike was killed in a car
accident (it was not his fault). I look back at that last Christmas day with Mike as a blessing, a little gift from God. I just hope
that I can use that gift the way God wants me to. I think thats to learn how fast life moves, and not to complain about
having to go hear and there and how busy the season gets, but to look at each opportunity as a chance to connect with
family and friends, to enjoy their presence, no matter who I find myself around. I hope you can find joy in the presence of
all the family and friends you are around this Christmas. Merry Christmas!
Ashly Landis

“Any one thinking of the Holy Child as born in
December would mean by it exactly what we mean by
it; that Christ is not merely a summer sun of the
prosperous but a winter fire for the unfortunate.” G.K. Chesterton

Little Swatara Preschool
December 2017
Hello Friends,
We are in the midst of one of my favorite times of the year, Christmas.. Thanksgiving
has just passed, we have experienced the beauty of fall. Now we’re preparing for Christmas.
Our classrooms are whirlwinds of excitement. The children and teachers are beside themselves with anticipation of celebrating the birth of Jesus.
This month our classes will focus on the true meaning of Christmas and the events
that surrounded Jesus’ birth. If the children bring up the subject of Santa Claus, we simply
state that some families like to credit Santa with gift giving. While at Preschool we will
focus on the fact that Jesus is God’s a gift for each of us, we recognize his birth with
Christmas celebrations. We will be learning new songs and action rhymes that go along
with this joyous season. All classes will be reviewing academic skills learned this year
through paperwork, hands on activities and in small group activities. An alphabet letter will
not be introduced each week. Refer to your child’s class calendar for weekly show and tell
categories.
Your children have blessed our lives, and we are thrilled to be able to share this
special Christmas season with them. Take a moment to spend some time with your child
and tell her/him how they are special to you.
If you have any questions or comments about Preschool at Little Swatara, please do
not hesitate to speak with me or your child’s teacher. It is my hope that this Christmas
season is filled with peace, love and joy for each student and their families.
Merry Christmas,

Miss Cindy

Christmas Vacation:
No classes will meet
Dec. 25, 26, 27, 28, Jan 1 or 2.
We will return to our regular
class schedule beginning
Wednesday, Jan 3, 2018.
Have a blessed
and fun
vacation!

Jesus

is the

reason for the season!

Thank You: We send heart felt thanks to all for
making each of our Thanksgiving Feasts a fun
and happy learning experience. Each child was
able to help prepare the yummy class fruit salad.
We sang Thanksgiving songs. We learned the
Pilgrims came to America from England to
worship God freely. The Native American
Squanto and friends helped the Pilgrims. In the
fall there was a feast that lasted 3
days to thank each other and God
for their many blessings. We
discussed and thanked God for the
blessings we’ve received.

Thinking of Others
During the Christmas season each class
will be collecting canned goods and
nonperishable food items for the local
Food Pantry. We do this to help the
children experience the thoughtfulness of
giving without receiving. Arranging for
your preschooler to choose an item or two
at the grocery store or from your cupboard to give to needy families in our
community will make their giving extra
special. Food items will be placed under
the classroom tree, later packed into
boxes by the children and given to the
Bethel-Tulpehocken Food Pantry for
distribution.
Thank you for
participating in this
real life act of
kindness!
Christmas Gifts
-We do not have an organized gift
exchange with the children. If your child
wishes to give a gift to a special friend
from their class, please do so outside of
class. Then children not involved won’t
feel left out.
-Parents have been asking for gift ideas
for the Preschool . Craft supplies are
always appreciated. Glue sticks, colored
pencils, large paint brushes, and
construction paper. Matchbox size
emergency vehicles and airplanes. Small
tractors and wagons. Magna Doodles,
magnetic tile toys, make-a- face magnetic
board and tool sets. Gift cards to Home
Messenger would also be appreciated.

Foul Weather Closings
In cases of bad weather, we will
follow these guidelines: Preschool
closings will follow Tulpehocken
School District’s policy for closing school due
to bad weather. If Tulpehocken Elementary is :
-closed due to bad weather we will be
closed.
-delayed we will run a modified session.
The morning session will run 10 am-12 noon.
The afternoon session will run 1-3pm.
Pre K 1 Extended days will run 10am-3pm.
Bad weather delays and cancellations are
listed at the bottom of the television screen of
the following TV stations:
WGAL Channel 8 - Berks Cable 8,
WFMZ Channel 69.
Little Swatara Preschool will try to post foul
weather notices on our Facebook Page.

You Are Invited
To attend Christmas Worship Services at
Little Swatara Church. Sunday School is each
week at 9:30 a.m.
Dec. 3 ~ 1st Sunday of Advent
Dec. 10 ~ 2nd Sunday of Advent
8:15 & 10:30 a.m. services
9:30 a.m. Children’s Christmas Program
“The Best Christmas Gift”
Dec.17~ 3rd Sunday of Advent
8:15 & 10:30 a.m. services
Dec. 24~ 4th Sunday of Advent
10:30 a.m. service
Dec. 24 ~ Christmas Eve Program
7:00 p.m. Cantata
“Heard Around the World”
All are WELCOME!

FH/K Res/S.Bashore

1

10:30 AM ONE SERVICE
7:00 PM Christmas Eve Cantata "Heard
Around the World"
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NEW YEARS DAY-oﬃce
closed

25

24

Guest Speaker, Greg Bryant

8:45 & 10am Exercise
Classes
7:00 PM (LIB) Merkey
Cemetery Mtg

18

Newsletter Deadline
Sr Choir 10:30am
WLBR Broadcast Sunday
10:00 AM FH+K Res/G. Bashore

17

Food Pantry Collection
9:30 AM Children's Christmas Program
10:30 AM Praise Team

11

10
8:45 & 10am Exercise
Classes

8:45 & 10am Exercise
Classes

JOY 8:15/SR 10:30am
9:15 AM Youth Yummies
12:00 PM Youth Christmas Party
3:00 PM FH,K Res/R.Brown
5:30 PM Scout Den Meeting
6:00 PM Christian Poetry Fellowship

4

Monday

3

27
8:45 & 10am Exercise
Classes

Sunday

Newsletter Deadline
PTeam 8:15/Jubilee 10:30am

26

Tuesday

Wednesday

7:00 PM LEADERSHIP
TEAM Mtg

2

Ministry Team Minutes
Due
6:30 PM Den Meeting

26

8:45 & 10am Exercise
Classes
7:00 PM Jubilee
7:30 PM JOY Choir
8:00 PM Praise Team
Practice

3

8:45 & 10am Exercise
Classes
7:00 PM Jubilee
7:30 PM JOY Choir
8:00 PM Praise Team
Practice

27

20

8:45 & 10am Exercise
Classes
7:00 PM Jubilee
7:30 PM JOY Choir
8:00 PM Praise Team
Practice

13

8:45 & 10am Exercise
Classes
7:00 PM Jubilee
7:30 PM JOY Choir
8:00 PM Praise Team
Practice

6

8:45 & 10am Exercise
Classes
7:00 PM Bell Choir
Practice
7:00 PM Jubilee
7:30 PM JOY Choir
8:00 PM Praise Team
Practice
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10:00 AM K&FH
8:45 & 10am Exercise
Res/Womens' Fellowship Classes
7:00 PM Jubilee
7:30 PM JOY Choir
8:00 PM Praise Team
Practice

19

11:30 AM Widow's
Luncheon
6:30 PM Den Meeting

12

7:00 PM LEADERSHIP
TEAM Mtg

5

Ministry Team Minutes
Due
6:30 PM Den Meeting
7:30 PM Farm Women
#2 Mtg

28

DECEMBER 2017
Thursday

8:00 AM Quilting
9:00 AM Women's
Fellowship Mtg
5:00 PM TOPS Mtg
7:00 PM SENIOR CHOIR
PRACTICE

4

8:00 AM Quilting
5:00 PM TOPS Mtg

28

8:00 AM Quilting
5:00 PM TOPS Mtg
7:00 PM SENIOR CHOIR
PRACTICE

21

8:00 AM Quilting
5:00 PM TOPS Mtg
7:00 PM SENIOR CHOIR
PRACTICE

14

8:00 AM Quilting
9:00 AM Women's
Fellowship Mtg
5:00 PM TOPS Mtg
7:00 PM SENIOR CHOIR
PRACTICE

7

8:00 AM Quilting
5:00 PM TOPS Mtg
7:00 PM SENIOR CHOIR
PRACTICE

30

Friday

5

29

22

50 Plus Bus
Trip/TENTATIVE
2:00 PM Bethel FP

15

8

1

Saturday

8:00 AM FH Res/Pam G

6

2:00 PM
FH/Res.Rebmans

30

7:00 AM Men's Ministry
Prayer Breakfast
12:00 PM FH Res/D.High
4:00 PM FH
Res/W.Lingle

23

6:00 PM Young Family
Fellowship

16

9:30 AM Children's Play
Practice (Lunch Incl)

9

12:00 PM Cafe
Gingerbread Houses
1:00 PM 50 Plus
Program

2

Little Swatara Church of the Brethren
31 Rehrersburg Road
PO Box 437
Bethel, Pa 19507
www.littleswatara.org
www.facebook.com/LittleSwataraCOB

“So God throws open the door of this world—and enters as a
baby. As the most vulnerable imaginable. Because He wants
unimaginable intimacy with you. What religion ever had a god
that wanted such intimacy with us that He came with such
vulnerability to us? What God ever came so tender we could
touch Him? So fragile that we could break Him? So
vulnerable that His bare, beating heart could be hurt? Only
the One who loves you to death.” -Ann Voskamp

