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“Little Swatara is a Christ-centered Community of caring and serving people committed to peace and following Jesus
Christ to : Grow Spiritually, Build Christian Community, and Share the Good News.”
Services 8:15 and 10:30 a.m.

~

Matthew S. Christ, Pastor

A Complete Joy

~

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Christmas is a season of giving. It’s a time in which we share joyfully with others. We look forward to seeing the eyes of a
child or loved one opening a gift we spent considerable time carefully choosing. There’s even a bit of sadness that
overcomes us if it wasn’t the perfect gift or what they were hoping for. We often even feel guilty if we didn’t get someone
something.
I wonder if we ever give much thought to our giving on a Sunday morning. What if that same thoughtfulness went into our
offering? What if we can’t wait to imagine how excited God is by our cheerfulness. I have a feeling if we looked at giving
our offering on Sunday the same way we look at giving gifts to others at Christmas, we’d have an entirely new perspective. I
hear from time to time the essence of giving 10% but since Christ’ offering as a sacrifice for us, that mindset has changed.
The Question becomes then "What is the difference between tithes and offerings?"
When trying to distinguish between tithes and offerings, it is important to first understand the concept of tithing. Christians
today often think that what they give to their local church is a tithe, when in reality it is an offering. Christian tithing is a
misnomer because Christians are under no obligation to fulfill the command to tithe as given to the Israelites as part of the
Mosaic Law.
The tithe was a requirement of the Law in which all Israelites were to give 10 percent of everything they earned and grew to
the tabernacle/temple (Leviticus 27:30; Numbers 18:26; Deuteronomy 14:24; 2 Chronicles 31:5). The New Testament
nowhere commands, or even recommends, that Christians submit to a legalistic tithe system. Paul states that believers should
set aside a portion of their income as an offering, but this is not a tithe (1 Corinthians 16:1–2).
God expected the Israelites to honor Him by giving the first fruits of what He gave to them. Leviticus 27:30 states, “And all
the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land, or of the fruit of the tree, is the LORD’S: it is holy unto the LORD.”
Giving the 10 percent tithe was commanded of the Israelites and was therefore an obligation.
When Christ died on the cross, He fulfilled the requirements of the Law and made the mandatory 10 percent tithe obsolete.
To continue to insist that it
is still in effect is to nullify,
at least in par t, the
sacrifice of Christ and
return to the idea of
justification by works and
law-keeping. The first
fruits offering found its
fulfillment in Jesus. “But
Christ has indeed been
raised from the dead, the
first fruits of those who
have fallen asleep” (1
Corinthians 15:20).
Continued on Page 2

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Continued from cover…..
An offering is that which is freely given by Christians to the work of the Lord, the local church, and/or ministries and
missions. But offerings are far more than simply the check we write on Sunday. We are to offer much more to God than
our monetary resources. Romans 12:1 exhorts us to offer our bodies “as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God” as
part of our worship. Romans 6:13 gives the reason for offering ourselves: because we are “those who have been brought
from death to life,” and, as such, we are to “offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness.”
God is not nearly as interested in our monetary offerings as He is in our submission and obedience. The truth is that He
doesn’t need our resources to accomplish His plans and purposes. After all, He owns the cattle on a thousand hills
(Psalm 50:10) and needs nothing from us. What He desires, however, and what He values, is the heart that overflows
with gratitude and thanksgiving to the God who saved us and who gives us all things, knowing our needs before we even
ask (Matthew 6:8). Such a heart gives generously, willingly, and cheerfully in response to the love and grace that abound
in Christ (2 Corinthians 9:6–8).
Recommended Resource: Perspectives on Tithing: 4 Views by David A. Croteau
This coming year, let’s have that sacrificial Christlike mindset to offer over and above our comfort levels, realizing God
will meet our every need. Merry Christmas and praise God for the gift of His one and only Son, Jesus our Lord.

In Christ’ love

Pastor Matt

Our Sincere Sympathy…
~to all the Family on their loss of Lois Bohn who passed away on Friday November 23.
~Robert Snyder family on the loss of Nancy’s mother, Annamae Beamesderfer on Oct. 23, 2018. Robert
& Nancy’s new address:1975 Camp Swatara Rd, Myerstown, 17067
~to daughter, Gail Malsbury and her family on the loss of Ruthe Conover, who passed away
at the age of 96, one of our oldest members.

-Donald B. Focht passed away October 21, 2018 in Charlotte, NC

MEMBERS BIRTHDAYS FOR DECEMBER
Heather Strunk
Mark Myers
Curtis Phillipy
Caitlin Henning
JoLyn Light
Michelle Miller
Todd Keeney
Debra Souders
Jonathan Reinhard
Isabel Ziegler
Richard A. Blatt
Debra Wengert
Carl Balsbaugh
Dolores Brandt
Sarah Brubaker
Michael Bashore
Malachi Christ
Ashly Landis
Sallie Neuin
Sara Schwalm
Melissa Dove
Kyle Dreibelbis

4
4
5
6
6
7
11
11
12
12
13
13
14
14
14
15
16
18
19
19
22
22

Sandra Strause
Andrea Showers
Patricia Timmins
Valerie Reed
Robert Donkel
Jesus of Nazareth
Matthew Blatt
Donna Krishak
Beryl Wanner
Barbara Smith
Fern Phillipy
Carol Sholl
Barbara Batz
James Mahaffey
Adele Stupp
Christopher Brubaker
James E. Frantz
Jamie Wilson
John High
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Little Swatara Church News
Children’s Christmas Program
A Christmas Alphabet Poem

.,

Sunday, December 9th, 9:30am, (during the Sunday school hour)

.,

Christmas Service Project this year was for Operation Christmas Child thru Samaritan’s

Purse Ministries. Thank you to all who participated, we collected a lot of boxes for children all over the
world to open for Christmas!

Dominican Republic Mission Team
There is a Giving Tree in the foyer
downstairs. Feel free to take an item from
the tree and leave any donation. We thank
you for your donations.

What a joyous time it’s been gathering in the
fellowship hall with the K-5th graders. We’ve
enjoyed various activities and informative
devotional times. We meet 6-7pm and those
interested in singing with the Jubilee choir are
invited upstairs til 7:30. A good rule of thumb is if
there’s no school or early dismissal, there won’t be
Wacky Wednesday’s. Approved volunteers with
clearances are much appreciated. This is open to
our church and community. Feel free bring friends.
-Pastor Matt

.,

.,

Wacky Wednesdays

Christmas Eve Service - Christmas

Musical called “Good News of Great Joy”.
Starts at 7 pm and refreshments after the
program in the fellowship hall

more Little Swatara Church News
Ministry Teams Update
The Following is a list of those who have
been called to join our ministry teams in
2019-2021.

Stopping by the
church

Church Clerk - Dianne High
Christian Ed - Sarah Kolbe
Renee Brown

Widows Lunch

Music and Worship - Denise Christ
Mark Myers
Stewardship and Property - James Batz
Jamie Wise
Mission and Evangelism - John Wise

2nd Tuesday of Each
Month. At Country
Fare Restaurant.
11:30 a.m.
All widows are
invited to
attend.

It’s a joy to chat with people
across the congregation. If
you know you’ll be stopping
by the church and you’d like
to chat with the pastor, just
call ahead or send a text.
H e ’s o n l y n e x t d o o r
Tuesdays to Fridays 9-12 or
at the cafe and will gladly
make arrangements to meet
with you. - Pastor Matt

Auditor - Gerald Bowman
Annual Conference Delegates - John and Jamie
Wise
District Conference Delegates - Jean Myers and
Beryl Wanner
Area Council of Churches - Craig Luckenbill
Gifts Discernment - Dianne High

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP NEWS
We don't have a Womens Fellowship Meeting in December. The next Meeting will be Thursday,
January 3, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. All women of the Church are encouraged to join us to share ideas.
The next Crafters Group Meeting will be Tuesday, January 8, 2019 from 9:00 until 11:00 a.m.
We have chow chow available. It would make a great Christmas gift and a delicious addition to
your holiday meals. Let us know how many quarts or pints you would like.
Who would like to learn to quilt? The quilters are in our Church every Thursday morning starting
at 8:00, but you dont have to be there that early. They are willing to teach anyone who wants to
learn to quilt.

more Little Swatara Church News

The Gathering Place Café
At 8490 Lancaster Ave, Bethel

Will be hosting an event on

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8
2 sessions: 12 pm and 2pm
**************

Sign up Today!
Children are invited to come and make

Gingerbread Houses
at the Café!
RSVP to Sharon 717-933-5248

collecting new or gently used
MEN’S clothing and new
necessities for Teen
Challenge Training Center .
There is a box in the narthex & foyer for items.
Please drop off before Dec. 9th. They are also
collecting items for CHRISTMAS BAGS. A list
of items are on the box or you may find a flyer
on the narthex table. Items in greatest need are
button down shirts and hoodies and lightweight
fleeces size XL or larger.
~ Mission & Evangelism Team

An excerpt from the “Jesus
Calling Devotional”…
Come to Me, and rest in My Presence. As
you ponder the majestic mystery of the
Incarnation, relax in My everlasting arms. I
am the only Person who was ever sired by
the Holy Spirit. This is beyond your
understanding. Instead of trying to
comprehend My Incarnation intellectually,
learn from the example of the wise men.
They followed the leading of a spectacular
star, then fell down in the humber worship
when they found Me.
Praise and worship are the best
responses to the wonder of My Being. Sing
praises to My Holy Name. Gaze at Me in
silent adoration. Look for a star of
guidance in your own life, and be willing to
follow wherever I lead. I am the Light from on
hight that dawns upon you, to guide your feet into
the way of Peace.
Luke 1:35; John 1:14; Matthew 2:9-11;
Luke 1:78-79

Survey Update

The Music and Worship committee would like to thank the congregation for their participation in the recent survey. In
total, there were 90 participants with 16 people completing online surveys and 74 completing paper surveys. We have
included the responses to the questions in chart form below, with the numbers along the x-axis indicating the number of
respondents. Based on this feedback, it seems that the majority are satisfied with the current format for the worship
service. In response to feedback, Music and Worship committee would like to leave the silver box in the narthex for you
to place your song requests, so the Worship Planning Committee can add the requested hymns or praise songs to an
upcoming service. Just place the song request on a slip of paper and place it in the box, and you may leave us your name
if you like so we can contact you if there is any question. Thank you again for helping
us out with your feedback!

something useful….
The following article I read on Dave Ramsey’s website daveramsey.com. I thought it was informational and
a good reminder this time of year. Enjoy!
Picture your typical Christmas shopping experience. You walk into the store, and it pretty much looks like a winter
wonderland. You’re greeted with festive red and green decorations on every surface. You hear classic yuletide carols that
warm your heart. You smell faint scents of nutmeg and cinnamon in the air. It’s almost like you’ve been transported back in
time to Grandma’s house. And suddenly you loosen your grip on your wallet—in the spirit of Christmas.
Whoops! You just fell for some (very well thought out) holiday marketing tricks, friend.
Christmas retail sales in the United States hit $687.9 billion in 2017 according to the National Retail Federation (NRF).(1)
And Christmas 2018 is projected to cross the $700 billion mark. Yes, that’s billion with a “b.” With that much money on the
line, is it really any surprise the lengths retailers will go to just to get us to buy something? At Christmastime, they pull out all
the stops.
Enter multisensory marketing—or nostalgia marketing. The general idea here is that stores know we are emotional
consumers. If a product gives us warm, fuzzy feelings or triggers happy childhood memories, we’re more likely to buy it.
When retailers play to our emotions—especially by appealing to more than one of our five senses—we could end up
spending much more money than we planned.
5 Marketing Tricks to Watch Out For This Christmas
Colors
Let’s be honest. It’s going to be a little difficult to avoid red and green during the Christmas season. But some colors have a
big influence on how we view a product or shopping experience. Take a look at the color red: It creates a sense of urgency
and is often targeted at impulse buyers. Blue and green, on the other hand, are calmer colors that attract careful, cautious
customers. Next time you’re at the mall and see a red sales tag, take a step back and decide if you really need the item that
caught your eye, or if you’re about to make an impulse buy.
Music
Music affects our heart rates and moods. Studies have shown slow music makes us shop longer—spending more time and
more money. Upbeat music (which is often played during sales) raises our excitement and encourages us to spend. During the
holidays, Christmas classics might make you more nostalgic and willing to spend your paycheck on things you didn’t actually
plan to buy. A little “White Christmas” will do that to you.
Smells
The part of our brain that recognizes smells also handles our emotions and memories. So, if a company can get us to
associate a positive scent with their products, sales go up. Department stores are good at using scents to manipulate our
spending behavior—especially at Christmas. Take a deep breath and see if you can smell peppermint and Christmas tree
balsam the next time you’re in a department store.
Touching
You may see a fluffy blanket in the mall and suddenly feel like you just have to pick it up. Or what about that sleek, silver
laptop? We’ve all done it. It turns out that’s exactly what retailers want you to do. A research study from Ohio State University
and Illinois State University found shoppers can develop a sense of ownership before they even buy a product—especially if
they touch or hold it.(2) Moral of the story? If you touch it, you’re more likely to buy it. It’s like mom always said: Keep your
hands behind your back.
Impulse Buys
You can see it. The end is in sight. You’ve almost made your way to the checkout counter when . . . there it is. The shelves of
goodies you never knew you needed—otherwise known as the impulse buys. These items are usually affordable and even
somewhat practical, and you tell yourself you might be able to use them one day. Imagine that. But beware! These eyecatching “can’t live without it” items lining the shelves can $1 and $5 your budget to death. It’s the store’s last-ditch effort to
get you to spend just a little more money before you walk out the door. Sneaky.
There’s nothing wrong with getting caught up in the holiday cheer! Just remember, there’s a lot of planning that goes into a
store’s Christmas shopping experience (both retail and online). After all, the NRF found that the holiday season alone brings
in as much as 30% of a retailer’s annual sales. But if you keep these marketing tricks in mind while Christmas shopping, you
can save yourself from post-season buyer’s remorse. So make sure you stick to your budget!

Sunday

Morning Speaker, R. Frantz

30

IV ADVENT
ONE SERVICE 10:30AM
11:30 AM FH & K Res/ Denise Christ

23

III ADVENT
Newsletter Deadline
WLBR Broadcast Sunday
Youth Service Project
11:00 AM FH&K Res/Gary Bashore

16

Food Pantry Collection
II ADVENT
9:30 AM Children's Christmas Program
10:30 AM Praise Team
2:00 PM Baptismal used by Mt. Zion

9

I ADVENT
YOUTH YUMMIES
11:30 AM FH/Youth Christmas Party
5:30 PM Scout Den Meeting

2

Newsletter Deadline

25

Monday

31

7:00 PM Eve Service"Good News of Great
Joy"

24

17

8:45 AM FH/Women's
Exercise Class
10:00 AM Seated
Exercise Class
7:30 PM Res Lib/Merkey
Cemetery Mtg

10

8:45 AM FH/Women's
Exercise Class
10:00 AM Seated
Exercise Class
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8:45 AM FH/Women's
Exercise Class
10:00 AM Seated
Exercise Class

8:45 AM FH/Women's
Exercise Class
10:00 AM Seated
Exercise Class

26

12

11

1

7:00 PM LEADERSHIP
TEAM Mtg

FH/K Res
ANNUALLY/S.Bashore

25

19

18
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6:00 PM Wacky
Wednesday for Kids
7:00 PM Jubilee Choir
8:00 PM Praise Team
Practice
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6:00 PM Wacky
Wednesday for Kids
7:00 PM Jubilee Choir
8:00 PM Praise Team
Practice

8:45 AM FH/Women's
Exercise Class
10:00 AM Seated
Exercise Class
6:00 PM Wacky
Wednesday for Kids
7:00 PM Jubilee Choir
8:00 PM Praise Team
Practice

8:45 AM FH/Women's
Exercise Class
10:00 AM Seated
Exercise Class
10:30 AM 50 Plus Bus
Trip
6:00 PM Wacky
Wednesday for Kids
7:00 PM Jubilee Choir
8:00 PM Praise Team
Practice

NO Crafters Meet
11:30 AM Widows
Luncheon/Ctry Fare
6:30 PM Den Meeting

8:45 AM FH/Women's
Exercise Class
10:00 AM Seated
Exercise Class
6:00 PM Wacky
Wednesday for Kids
7:00 PM Jubilee Choir
8:00 PM Praise Team
Practice

5

Wednesday

4

28

8:45 AM FH/Women's
Exercise Class
10:00 AM Seated
Exercise Class
10:00 AM
Viewing/11amFuneral
Service for L.Bohn
6:00 PM Wacky
Wednesday for Kids
7:00 PM Jubilee Choir
8:00 PM Praise Team
Practice

Tuesday
Ministry Team Minutes
Due
6:30 PM Den Meeting

27

DECEMBER 2018
Thursday

3

8:00 AM Quilting
9:00 AM Women's
Fellowship Mtg
7:00 PM Senior Choir
Practice

27

8:00 AM Quilting

20

8:00 AM Quilting
9:00 AM FH
Res/Women's Fellowship
7:00 PM Senior Choir
Practice

13

8:00 AM Quilting
6:30 PM Bethel 4-H Club
Meets
7:00 PM Senior Choir
Practice

6

8:00 AM Quilting
7:00 PM Senior Choir
Practice

8:00 AM Quilting
11:00 AM R.Conover
Service
7:00 PM Senior Choir
Practice

29

Friday

4

28

Winter Begins
2:00 PM Bethel Food
Pantry

21

14

7

3:00 PM FH
Res/B.Brubaker Bethel
Amb. Meal

5:00 PM WEDDING
REHEARSAL

30

Saturday

5

1:00 PM 50 Plus
Program

29

22

7:00 AM Men's Prayer
Breakfast @ ROCKY
Rest.
12:00 PM FH Res/D.High
4:00 PM FH
Res/W.Lingle

15

8

9:00 AM Children Play
Practice
12:00 PM & 2pm, CafeGingerbread House
making
12:00 PM Farm Women
Group #2

1:00 PM WEDDING Snyder/Schueller

1

Little Swatara Church of the Brethren
31 Rehrersburg Road
PO Box 437
Bethel, Pa 19507
www.littleswatara.org
www.facebook.com/LittleSwataraCOB

“So God throws open the door of this world—and enters as a
baby. As the most vulnerable imaginable. Because He wants
unimaginable intimacy with you. What religion ever had a god
that wanted such intimacy with us that He came with such
vulnerability to us? What God ever came so tender we could
touch Him? So fragile that we could break Him? So
vulnerable that His bare, beating heart could be hurt? Only
the One who loves you to death.” -Ann Voskamp

