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“Little Swatara is a Christ-centered Community of caring and serving people committed to peace and following Jesus
Christ to : Grow Spiritually, Build Christian Community, and Share the Good News.”
Worship Services 8:15 and 10:30 a.m.
Matthew S. Christ, Pastor
Sunday School 9:30

“Broken Together”
Recently, several parents and elementary students gathered around the pole to pray and lift each other up in
what is known as See you at the pole. To open our time together, students read the following verses from
Ephesians 3: 14-21. May they be a reminder to us that we are not alone in our struggles. Together with Gods
help, our brokenness can be pieced back together. Now this looks different for each of us depending on the
journey life has taken. Perhaps it’s an illness or loss of a loved one; a broken marriage or family; struggles with
understanding each other’s viewpoint. No matter what we face, together we can carry through in Jesus name. Be
quick to forgive. Be patient to understand. Be strong in the Lord amidst our weakness. But most of all be love
to each other. Love is lived out in the person of Jesus Christ, whom gives us the prime example. As you read
each verse numbered by the order in which a student read, feel strengthened, be encouraged, stay true to all
God has imparted in his Word. Together in Jesus name, we can be made whole.
• “For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name.”
• “I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner
being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.”
• “And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy
people,”
• “to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses
knowledge—“
• “that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.”
• “Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,”
• “according to his power that is at work within us,”
• “to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.”
Together dear friends, let us press on to be one as the body of Christ. Let us hold fast to his abundant grace and
love. Let us know that together we are more in unity with the Spirit that leads us.
Together for the cause of Christ.
Pastor Matt

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
SOME HUNTING SEASON HUMOR
The Wednesday-night church service coincided with the last day of hunting season.
Our pastor asked who had bagged a deer. No one raised a hand.
Puzzled, the pastor said, "I don't get it. Last Sunday many of you said you were
missing because of hunting season. I had the whole congregation pray for your deer."
One hunter groaned, "Well, it worked. They're all safe."

MEMBERS BIRTHDAYS FOR OCTOBER
MATTHEW BICHER
FLORA WILLETTE
MIA HUSSMANN
TAMMY TROUT
JAMES BATZ
AARON HARTRANFT
SARA BRYANT
JENNIFER MIRTH
VALERIE JOHNSON
KAREN MYERS
LORETTA FITTERING
SCOTT GERBERICH
DEBRA JOHNSON
SHIRLEY BLOUCH
TIFFANY BICKSLER
J. HERSHEY MYER
KENNETH WENGER
ALEXIS WISE
BEVERLY ZIMMERMAN
STEPHANIE BOSTWICK
ROBERT HOUSER
RAE DERR
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GINA BORELLI
RENEE HERSHEY
JENNIFER BASHORE
SARA KOLBE
CAROL PEACE
ALAN BASHORE
ROBERT SWEITZER
SANDRA MANBECK
ALEXANDER HOLLENBACH
CRAIG LUCKENBILL
PETE SANCHEZ
JUDIE ZIEGLER
LISA CARE
ANDREW HOLLENBACH
SHAWN FOESIG
DOROTHY LUTZ
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I’M NOT ENOUGH
I WILL NEVER MEASURE UP

I keep fighting voices in my mind that say

Every single lie that tells me
Am I more than just the sum of every high and every low?
Remind me once again just who I am, because I need to know
You say I am loved when I can’t feel a thing
You say I am strong when I think I am weak
You say I am held when I am falling short
When I don’t belong, oh You say that I am Yours
And I believe, oh I believe
What You say of me ~I believe
The only thing that matters now is everything You think of me
In You I find my worth, in You I find my identity,
Taking all I have and now I'm laying it at Your feet
You have every failure God, and You'll have every victory
~Lauren Daigle “What you say of me”

Little Swatara Church News
Little Swatara members and attenders,
In order to improve our worship experience as a church body, we are interested in learning more about your
preferences for music and worship in our Sunday services. Please help us by filling out this brief survey. If you prefer
to complete the survey online, you can use this link to access the survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
XFZWM7D

Please have the survey completed no later than October 14th. There will be a box in the narthex for the complete
surveys. Thank you!
What is your age?
Ο 18 years or less
Ο 18-40 years of age
Ο 40-65 years of age
Ο 65 years of age or more

For music during the worship service:
Ο I prefer to have one service with hymns and
a different service with contemporary music
Ο I prefer to have a mix of hymns and
contemporary music at each service

How many years have you attended Little Swatara?
Ο Less than 1 year
Ο 1-5 years
Ο 5-20 years
Ο 20 years or greater

For music during the worship service:
Ο I prefer to be led by an individual or
chorister
Ο I prefer to be led by a small group,
instrumental group, or praise team
Ο I enjoy music led in both ways listed above

How frequently do you attend Little Swatara?
Ο 1-2 times per year
Ο Once a month
Ο Weekly
Which service do you typically attend?
Ο 8:15 am
Ο 10:30 am
Ο I frequently attend either service
Please rate your satisfaction with Little Swatara’s
worship music:
Ο Very satisfied
Ο Satisfied
Ο Neutral
Ο Dissatisfied
Ο Very dissatisfied
Please rate your satisfaction with Little Swatara’s
worship experience:
Ο Very satisfied
Ο Satisfied
Ο Neutral
Ο Dissatisfied
Ο Very dissatisfied

Check all that apply: When learning new worship
music,
Ο I prefer to have sheet music to help me learn
the song
Ο I prefer to have the words of the song listed
on the screen
Ο I have no preference
Please list one way in which Little Swatara music
could be improved/changed to enhance your worship
experience:

Do you have anything else you’d like to add? Your
comments and suggestions are appreciated.

Thank you for taking the time to complete this
survey. We appreciate your feedback!

more Little Swatara Church News
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC MISSION TRIP

Harvest Home Sunday
Is October 21st!

Bring non perishable items to the
stairwell by the kitchen by the 20
if possible.
Items will be donated to food
pantry.
Mission & Evangelism team

There is a team of 11 people planning a mission trip to
the Dominican Republic from January 19-26, 2019.
During our time there we will be serving alongside
Church of the Brethren missionaries, Jason and Nicole
Hoover, supporting the Dominican Church and serving
the community with them. It is estimated that the cost
will about $900 per person for expenses, for a total of
$9900. In addition, the team hopes to raise an additional
$10,000 in order to begin building a church building as
part of our ministry there. We look forward to this
opportunity to serve the people of the Dominican
Republic and appreciate both your prayers and financial
support.

Wacky Wednesday’s and
Worship Coming soon - an event
for children in grades K-5. We’ll gather
in the down- stairs narthex for fun and
devotion followed by worship. I’m
looking for a few volunteers who will
need clearances to help with this new
and exciting ministry especially for kids.
Please see me. Blessings. Pastor Matt

Widow's Lunch

will be held Tuesday October 10, 2017
at country Fare Restaurant, beginning
at 11:30 a.m. All widow’s are welcome.
For Reservations call 610-678-5247 or
note in mailbox #113.

Golden Age Dinner
October 28.

after the second service.
Everyone 60 years of age and older is
invited to attend.
Menu includes Ham ,candied carrots,
potato filling.
Entertainment will be Threefold Blessing

A potato and salad bar will be
held after church Oct 21 as a
fundraiser activity for

Dominican Republic Trip
in 2019.
Youth News
October 14th - Devotional Activity
October 28th - Hiking
Time and Location TBD

“There is no one who is
insignificant in the purpose
of God.” –Alistair Begg

more Little Swatara Church News
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP NEWS
The next Womens Fellowship Meeting will be Monday, October 1 at 7:00 p.m. All women of our Church are invited
to attend these Meetings.
We will be making chow chow Wednesday, October 3. Look for the order form on the table in the Narthex. Please put
your name on your jars and deliver them to the Ladies Aid Room to be refilled. We will need help starting at 8:00
a.m., but we appreciate your help any time during the morning and into the afternoon.

The Crafters Group will meet Tuesday, October 9 from 9:00-11:00 a.m.
Our Breakfast Buffet is scheduled for October 20 from 7:00-10:00 a.m.
Londonderry Village will have their Fall Harvest & Christmas Bazaar October 27.
The November Womens Fellowship Meeting will be held Thursday, November 1 at 9:00 a.m. Please note the day and
time changes for our winter schedule.
Our Annual Christmas Bazaar will be held Saturday, November 3 from 8:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. There will be a wide
variety of baked goods for you to take home as well as handcrafted items for sale. We have some new vendors this
year and some of your favorites from past years will be here also. Come out for breakfast or lunch and do your
Christmas shopping.
Our next Sub Sale will be held Thursday, November 8 with preparation Wednesday, November 7. Look for the Order
Form later in October.

Mark your calendar for our Womens Christmas Brunch on Saturday, November 17. More information will follow.

Camp Swatara Contributor’s Dinner
On Friday, November 2, 2018 we will be having the contributor's dinner. We will need twenty five servers for the evening.
Servers will need to be at camp at 5:00 pm and will be needed until about 10:00 pm for clean up. Servers should wear
black bottoms and white tops. I would appreciate if you could check with your congregation and email me the names of
individuals who would represent your church at this event. Contact is Todd Rebman. Please respond on or before
October 10th.

more Little Swatara Church News
Annual Christmas Bazaar

. . . . . . . .

November 3, 2018
8:00AM-1:00PM
Little Swatara Church Of the Brethren Rehrersburg

crafts, food bazaar items, fellowship
This year featuring : various baked goods, handcrafted items for sale and some
new vendors this year as well as some favorites from the past. Come for breakfast
or lunch and do your Christmas shopping.

Choir Season has arrived! Break out in Song!
The choirs will be starting practices again in September. Being a part of choir is an opportunity for you to
contribute to the worship of God on Sunday mornings and also at special programs during the year. We will be
starting to prepare for Christmas season before long. If you play an instrument and would like to con- tribute in
that way, please let one of the directors know. If there is interest, it would be fun to put an instrumental group
together. Feel free to share your ide- as with the Music and Worship Ministry team or talk with the directors if
you have questions about any of the choirs.
th

Jubilee Choir (Kindergarten - 5 grade) will practice Wednesday evening from 7 pm – 7:30 pm in the

sanctuary beginning Wednesday, Sept. 19. This choir sings the 4th Sunday at 10:30 Worship Service.
Pam Gerberich is director and Diane Duell is pianist.
th

th

JOY Choir (6 grade -12 ) will practice Wednesday evening from 7:30 pm – 8 pm in the sanctuary

beginning Wednesday, Sept 19. This choir sings the 1st Sunday at 8:15 Worship Service. Pam Gerberich is
director.

Senior Choir (Adults of any age) practice on Thursday night from 7 pm – 8 pm in the sanctuary
beginning Thursday, Sept 6. This choir sings 1st and 3rd Sunday at 10:30 worship service. Dianne High is
director. Senior Choir is also asked to provide Special Music at Londonderry Village on September 12 at
7 pm when Little Swatara is responsible for the worship service.

Newsletter Deadline
Youth Event/Hiking
12:00 PM GOLDEN AGE DINNER

28

HARVEST HOME SUNDAY
WLBR Broadcast Sunday
12:00 PM Soup & Sandwich Luncheon
Dom Rep Fundraiser

22

21

8:45 AM FH/Women's
Exercise Class
10:00 AM Seated
Exercise Class

29

8:45 AM FH/Women's
Exercise Class
10:00 AM Seated
Exercise Class
10:15 AM 50 Plus Bus
Trip

8:45 AM FH/Women's
Exercise Class
10:00 AM Seated
Exercise Class

15

Food Pantry Collection
10:30 AM Praise Team

14

30

Ministry Team Minutes
Due
6:30 PM Den Meeting

23

7:00 PM MUSIC &
WORSHIP Mtg

16

9:00 AM Crafters Meet
11:30 AM Widows
Luncheon/Ctry Fare
6:30 PM Den Meeting
7:00 PM CHRISTIAN ED
Mtg

9

8:45 AM FH/Women's
Exercise Class
10:00 AM Seated
Exercise Class

8

7

12 Noon, LOVE FEAST
5:30 PM Scout Den Meeting

7:00 PM LEADERSHIP
TEAM Mtg
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Tuesday

2:00 PM AHC Speaker at Altalaha Church, 8:45 AM FH/Women's
Sharon Kramer "Values, Myths, What is it?" Exercise Class
10:00 AM Seated
Exercise Class
7:00 PM Women's
Fellowship Meeting

Monday

30

Sunday

8:45 AM FH/Women's
Exercise Class
10:00 AM Seated
Exercise Class
8:00 PM Praise Team
Practice
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8:45 AM FH/Women's
Exercise Class
10:00 AM Seated
Exercise Class
8:00 PM Praise Team
Practice

24

8:45 AM FH/Women's
Exercise Class
10:00 AM Seated
Exercise Class
8:00 PM Praise Team
Practice

17

8:45 AM FH/Women's
Exercise Class
10:00 AM Seated
Exercise Class
8:00 PM Praise Team
Practice

10

8:00 AM CHOW CHOW
CANNING
8:45 AM FH/Women's
Exercise Class
10:00 AM Seated
Exercise Class
8:00 PM Praise Team
Practice
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Wednesday

OCTOBER 2018

8:00 AM Quilting

1

8:00 AM Quilting

25

8:00 AM Quilting

18

8:00 AM Quilting
6:30 PM Bethel 4-H Club
Meets

11

(No 50 Plus in Oct)
8:00 AM Quilting

4

Thursday

4:00 PM FH Res/Set up
for Bazaar

2

26

2:00 PM Bethel FP

19

12

DISTRICT
CONFERENCE

5

Friday

8AM - 1PM BAZAAR

3

7:00 AM Men's Ministry
Prayer Breakfast

27

7-10am WF
BREAKFAST BUFFET
9:00 AM PAV
Res/C.Anspach
12:00 PM -7pm, FH
Res/W.Lingle

20

13

DISTRIC CONFERENCE
E-town
12:00 PM FH
Res/M.Snyder

6

Saturday

Little Swatara Church of the Brethren
31 Rehrersburg Road
PO Box 437
Bethel, Pa 19507
www.littleswatara.org
www.facebook.com/LittleSwataraCOB

Worry does not empty tomorrow
of its sorrows; it empties today of
its strength.

Corrie Ten Boom

OCTOBER 2018

THE YOUNG (AND YOUNG AT HEART) ADULT SUNDAY
SCHOOL CLASS IS STARTING A NEW SERIES
while we started on September 30th, there is still time to ask about joining
this beneficial study on managing your money
What: “Your Money Counts” by Howard Dayton
God’s direction for spending, saving, giving, investing and getting
out of debt.
When: During the Sunday school hour (9:15am to 10:15am)
Where: In the old Sunday School room, right next to the grades
K-5 children’s Sunday school room
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