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Working Heartily as for the Lord 
Rather than for Men 

Isaac & Sandra Martin-Alongi, 3-11 
 

  Isaac Alongi says, “At fourteen years, I started doing photography as a 
hobby.  A friend and I built a dark room together and started developing our film.  
He liked to take pictures of sports and landscapes, and I liked taking pictures of 
people.”  
 
Upbringing:   When Isaac was four, his family moved to Prairie Village.  There, 
he and his brother spent much time exploring outside, building tree houses, and 
digging holes.  Their father worked as a school maintenance worker and their 
mother as a child support enforcement officer.  
 Since the boys were home-schooled, Isaac says, “I’d go and sit in the tree 
house and do my math homework and read tons of books.  We didn’t have a 
television when I grew up, so I read lots of stories like ‘Lord of the Rings.’  That 
kept my brain visualizing functions a lot.”  He credits his hard-working Christian 
parents for a childhood of discovery and responsibility that trained him to set and 
accomplish goals. 
 
Four year-old Isaac—saved and matures: 
 Isaac grew up attending church, since his parents attended Full Faith 
Church of Love from its beginning in 1966.  One Sunday morning, Children’s 
Pastor Tom Blasco brought up something about Jesus that peaked Isaac’s interest.  
He questioned his parents about this, and, after further instruction from them, four-
year-old Isaac received Jesus into his heart.   
 At age fourteen, Isaac graduated from home school.  He then started a 
thriving lawn-mowing business, which enabled him to buy not only lawn-mowing 
equipment but also photography equipment.  He continued his photography/video 
hobby and worked as a video director at Full Faith Church. 
 At eighteen, Isaac attended JCCC and completed the EMT and Paramedic 
Programs.  Then, he worked as a ski instructor and on ski patrol at Snow Creek in 
Weston, MO, for ten years.  In addition, he took more science and medical courses 
and worked at Shawnee Mission Medical Center Emergency Department.  Waiting 
for hours to get very little action in emergency work did not suit Isaac.  He says, 
“Anyway, I was working at the hospital, at the ambulance a little bit, and at the ski 
place.  I decided medical was not for me!” 
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 People working at that hospital wanted Isaac to take pictures, so he also did 
photography on the side.  He decided taking pictures was more fun.  So, he 
changed career direction.   He rented and turned space above an old bakery into a 
photography studio and a living space.   

However, in 1997, when Isaac’s photography business was really 
struggling, he turned to God seeking His help.  “I told Him the business wasn’t 
mine.  It was His business, and He could make it succeed or not.  I said I would be 
faithful to work and give back to Him.”  Soon, his business really took off with 
many customers.  As he continues to yield total control to God, God blesses him. 

 
Sandra Grows Up: 
 Sandra grew up with her parents and a sister in Greenwood, MO.  They also 
owned a dairy farm outside of town.  Often, she and her sister accompanied their 
dad to help work on this farm and to ride horses.  
 In the meantime, in the garage of their Greenwood home, her mother 
started a woman’s clothing store when Sandra was in kindergarten.  As teen-agers, 
Sandra and her sister worked there on Saturdays. Since this business did well, their 
father built a store on the property.  Eventually, that home business grew into two 
bridal shops in the Kansas City area. 
 Sandra attended a Baptist church with her family.  As a child, she sang and 
prayed.  Her mother always made sure she understood what she was doing, 
especially when she received Jesus as her Savior at nine years -old.  Worshipping 
the Lord Jesus was a central part of her childhood. 
 
Life happens: 

Sandra first planned on being a wedding photographer when she attended 
Mid-America Nazarene College.  But she dropped out her third year, married, and 
had two children—Nathan and Amanda. Although this marriage ended in divorce 
in 1999, the kids always were and still are a priority for both parents.  Also, 
Sandra managed the Overland Park bridal shop until it sold in 2002.   

 
Isaac meets, works with, and marries Sandra: 
        Isaac describes meeting Sandra in 2000, “I met a pretty little girl, and we 
were friends for a while.  She owned some mega-bridal stores, and we did some 
projects together. We started working together for a couple years and got married 
in 2003.”   
 Sandra says, “At first, I wasn’t sure I should marry before the kids were 
older. But then, I thought it was more important for them to see what a loving 
couple looked like and how a marriage should be. When Isaac and I started dating, 
he was really patient with the kids. He spent lots of time with us as a family.” 
 Amanda was thirteen and Nathan was nine when Sandra and Isaac married.  
The children experienced no major adjustment problems with this change.  
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Besides having two caring parents, they also know Isaac is there for them if they 
have a problem.   
 
Joining with Life Church:  
  Before they married, the four of them attended Great Plains Church where 
Tom Blasco pastored.  Then, at a wedding they were shooting in 2003, Isaac and 
Sandra ran into their friends, Clint and Mary, who mentioned they had started Life 
Church.  So, Isaac and Sandra started attending there the following Sunday. 
 One of the first mission trips of Life Church was sending a team to Mexico 
to work with Johnny Vereecken in 2003.  Isaac and Sandra together with Amanda 
and Nathan went on this trip.  Amanda and Nathan have been on other mission 
trips since, but this trip first opened their eyes to the plight of poverty. 
 Both Isaac and Sandra worked with the church merger and then helped with 
the new church building.  Isaac continues to perform background technical work at 
Life Church, and both also enjoy working in the “Mission Grounds” coffee shop. 
 
Vision: 

Concerning their photography work, Isaac and Sandra do not want to just 
work for their business, for that is what they both have done in the past.  Instead, 
Sandra says, “We try to rearrange and prioritize things to stay open to do things 
that count and actually have purpose in God’s economy.”  Isaac sums up, “We like 
to help wherever God leads us.” 

Then, Sandra concludes, “The kids are growing up and moving off to 
school, and we hope to get more involved in the lives of others and to volunteer 
more to help the church.  We look forward to the next phase in this journey called 
life.”  
 
     
 
 
  


