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August Birthdays 

8/1 Melissa Wurtz 
 Andrew Weiss 
8/3 Phyllis Smith 
 Gene Samuelson 
 Don White 
8/5 Betty Miller 
8/7 Robin Foster 
8/9 Joan MacFarlane 
 Kathy Holloway 
 Gayle Zuk 
8/11 Brenna Pearce 
8/13 Natalie Holloway 
8/14 Jean McAninch 
8/17 Annie Diemer 
8/18 Ruth Stephen 
8/19 Luke Hoffman 
8/20 Landon Staines 
 Lyla Wickham 
8/21 Jan Fischer 
 Charlotte Merrill 
 Michael Underwood 
 Regina Grindstaff 
8/22 Steve Wickham 
 Hannah Underwood 
8/23 Kurt Kuhnke 
8/25 Bob Ramey 
 Max Pearce 
8/26 Carrie Kirk 
 Ben Magee 
8/28 Todd George 
 Kaydee Wheeler 
8/29 Jerry Bascombe 
 Leslie Foiles 
 Mark Jones 
 Mark Sutherland 
8/30 Ann Schlotzhauer 
 Maryn Clement 
 Caleb Cuthbertson 
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UMW things to remember. . . 

Greeting Cards 

A variety of greeting cards may be purchased by contacting Verna 
Chalfant.  Every bit of your minimum $5.00 donation goes to 
missions. 

 

UMW Library 

Please be sure to check out the UMW library, located in the 
Leawood UMC Library.  Each year we add new books to better 
equip members for mission in their communities and around the 
world. 

New Members 
Please extend a warm welcome to our new members and their children: 
Song yeop (John) Han and Joung mi (Kristine) Ahn. 

Many thanks to all my friends at Leawood UMC 
for the prayers, cards, calls and visits you have 
sent my way in the past month.  I am home 
now, though still confined, but hope soon to 
thank you in person.   

Natalie Holloway 

August  2014 

 
Cluster Groups are returning! More information will  
continue to be distributed for sign-ups until early  
September.  But, if you want to get a space reserved for 
this popular event, sign up now! Scheduling will begin  
mid-September and run through October.  The carry-in 
dinner is planned for the first Friday in November –  
November 7.  
 
For those who would like a refresher of Cluster Groups  
and how they work:  the Cluster Groups are comprised of 
eight people who get together one on one over a period of 
seven weeks. This gives each person an opportunity each 

week to meet and spend 45 minutes to an hour with another person who attends Leawood 
UMC and who may or may not be a member. The great thing about Cluster Groups is that they 
are so flexible.  The meeting date, time and place are up to the two people who are going to 
meet that week.  You might have coffee, lunch or dinner, and meet at a restaurant or some  
other convenient place.  It is entirely up to the two of you.  
 
The purpose of the program is to maintain and nurture the sense of community within Leawood 
UMC. Therefore, it is important to have a diverse mix of individuals in each group.  We would 
like to have people who have been with the church for a longer time and people who might not 
even have joined or who have just joined within the past 18 months.  
 
There are so many wonderful stories about similar interests that people have discovered and 
also some strong friendships that have developed as a result of the meetings.  Over 450 people 
have participated through the years and benefited from being in one or more of the Cluster 
Groups.  And, of course, there is the yummy potluck dinner at the end.  Spouses and significant 
others are also invited.  The fellowship is wonderful.  
 
So mark your calendars now while you're thinking of it. We want you to join us!  This is an  
excellent time to meet others in the church to see what Leawood UMC is all about.  
We guarantee you'll find this a rewarding experience! 
 
 

Cluster Groups – Fall 2014 
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We recited this prayer during 
Sunday service on July 13th.  I 
think it is a wonderful prayer.  
May God make us more aware 
of those around us.  May we 
take time to be better 

listeners with caring hearts.  
May we grow in extending 
compassion and sharing our 
faith in our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ.  May God set us 

free of our debilitating inhibitions that keep us from 
being fully alive to God and alert and obedient to 
the promptings of the Holy Spirit. 
 

They may not be beaten down or lying by the road, 
but there are people  
we pass by, Watching God. 
Some are family and friends we take so much for 
granted that we cannot  
see how we have stripped them of our love and 
compassion. 
 

Others are neighbors: 
who have been left half-dead by crushing work; 
who have fallen into the hands of despair; \who 
have been abandoned by all those who walked by 
them. 
 

Many are strangers, people we don't know, but 
quickly judge: 
they are weak, 
or poor, 
or the enemy, 
or they remind us of who we once were, or could 
become. 

  

Rescue us from the power of our sins, 
Righteous-One-of-All-Generations.  Pour out your 
justice on us, rather than your judgment, 
 

that we would be moved with pity, 
and spurred to action; 
that we would hear of the hope that is ours, and 
share it with our sisters and brothers;  
that we would shower mercy on all we meet, even  
as we have received forgiveness for our sins through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 

  

--written by Thom Shuman 

PRAYER 
COLUMN 
Patty Brasel 

Join in the fun at the 
Second Annual DeFeet Hunger Event! 

 

Saturday, September 13, 2014, at 8:00 a.m. 
55th & Paseo 

 

On September 13, 2014, the United Methodist Church of greater 
Kansas City is sponsoring a day of service. We will gather to pack 
10,000 meals for Harvesters and provide a mobile food pantry 
for those in immediate need. Harvesters supplies 66,000 meals 
per day in a 27 county area in Western Missouri and Eastern 
Kansas. 

 

The day kicks off with a 5K walk/run at 8:00 a.m. Packing of 
meals starts at 9:00 a.m. Last year, we ranged in ages from 
newborns to 103. There is something for everyone on this day. 
The contact to register as a walker, runner, volunteer, become a 
sponsor, and/or become a donor, will soon be announced. 
 

Proud Sponsors: 
Crowley Furniture 
Gary Gribbles Running Sports 
Harvesters 
Heartland District 
Serve 
UMCOM 

Volunteers, please note: 
We will be working at Habitat for Humanity on 
Saturday, August 2, from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
with an hour lunch (bring your own).  Anyone who 
would like to join us, needs to contact Linda 
Zemke.   

Cemetery Plots 
The church has cemetery plots we are selling well 
below full price.  We have five at Mount Moriah  and 
one at Forest Hill.   Please contact Jim Brasel for 
more information.      

This month, all UMW members will be 
reading the scripture, meditating and  
responding in faith . . . 
 

Scripture: 2 Kings 5:1-4 
 

Meditate: Servant Girl, Prisoner of War, Nameless, Young,    
  Believer 
 

Prayer: Dear Lord God, we thank you for loving us as 
your children.  Thank you also for reminding us 
that we need to have the heart and attitude of 
the child to see you. Show us your heart for the 
children around us so that we may do your best 
for them.  Help us to see children as you see 
them—as people of great worth. Through Christ 
Jesus we pray.  Amen. 

Devotions from UMW Resources 

5 

Leawood United Methodist Church 

 

United Methodist Women 
 
‘Out to Lunch’ Bunch 
We will be meeting Wednesday, August 6, at Kokopelli Mexican restaurant at 95th and Rosewood at 11:30 a.m. 

We had the honor of meeting Sam Sandoval, a Navajo Code talker on our recent mission trip to Four Corners Native 
American Ministry in Shiprock, New Mexico. He shared the story of his upbringing, including the role his grandfather 
played in telling him about what it meant to be Navajo. His grandfather lived 
in the 1800’s and fought as a warrior for his people against several different 
enemies. 
 

So when Sam, as a kindergartner with no English skills, went with his family 
to boarding school, Farmington Methodist School, he was told never to speak 
Navajo while at school. (Nine months of the year) If one failed to follow the 
rule, there was a demerit system often resulting in corporal punishment 
which might include holding a piece of soap in your mouth for an hour. 
 

When Sam was of the appropriate age, he registered with the U.S. govern-
ment and the selective service. He was surprised when they asked him about 
his background. When he  
responded “I’m a Navajo” they became more interested in him. He was suspicious. They began to recruit him and  
even asked if he knew other Navajo boys like himself that they might recruit for service. “What could they want or be 
planning for a group of us Navajo young men?” “Will they take us somewhere and just leave us, forget about us, or 
worse?” After several weeks of weighing his options, he joined the Marines even though they would never tell him why 
they were recruiting him! He and the 11 boys he recruited to go with him breezed through boot camp. Their own lives 
of hardship were far harder than anything the Marines threw at them. They went through advance training, as well, in 
the same fashion. But still, they did not know why they were recruited specifically. Then he and 59 others were brought 
to a special facility and entered a room where 29 Navajo men were working. These 29 were the first group to begin  
developing a Navajo spoken code for the military. The expanded group worked together and finally created an 800+ 
word code for use by military intelligence communications. The task was especially difficult for the Navajo have no  
alphabet and no words for war, weapons, strategy or names for persons of other nations. Their speed and accuracy in 
communications with this unbreakable code were so successful, they deserve credit for significant contributions to the 
success of the war in the South Pacific. 
 

When Japan surrendered, however, most of the code talkers who often served on the front lines, were gathered  
together and re-deployed to China for several months while persons who were their comrades shipped out for  
home. The Navajo finally were allowed to return but were told in no uncertain terms that they could not share any  
information of their experience with anyone, not even their families. For 23 years, they couldn’t talk about their efforts. 
In 1968, they were declassified and could begin to talk about those days, but were not decorated or officially recog-
nized for their contribution until years later during President Reagan’s tenure. 
Having heard Sam’s story, I am troubled by the irony that persons who were pushed around by the government, told by 
the dominant culture to never speak Navajo, their native tongue, in the end became key figures in the outcome of 
WWII. One of the contributors to their ill-treatment was the Methodist Church. Sad. 
 

I wonder today, as church people and Americans, what persons are we condemning or devaluing that might one day be 
of great importance to us all.  
 

Pastor Howard 

Navajo Code Talker Reflections 
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