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Sunday, Dec. 21, 10:45 a.m. 
Come see the Chancel 

Choir and LBC Musicians 
as they perform a musical 

Christmas celebration 
alongside members of the 
International Community 

Church.  This is a  
performance that is not  

to be missed!! 

Under the direction of Rob 
and Melissa Overton, God’s 
First Musicians will present 

“Angel Dispatch Unit” on 
Sunday, Dec. 14, during our 
morning Worship.  We look 
forward to you joining us!

Begin the celebration 
of the birth of Jesus 

Christ by joining your 
fellow LBC members 

on Christmas Eve, 
Weds., Dec. 24, at 
5:00 p.m. for our  

Candlelight &  
Communion Service. 

 

Christmas is just 
around the corner, 
which means that 
it’s time to order 
your poinsettias.  
Each poinsettia is 
$10.  Orders must be placed by 
Thurs., Dec. 11, so please call 
Jane in the church office, and let 
her know who you are honoring or 
remembering with your poinsettia.  
Also let her know if you will be 
taking your poinsettia home after 
Christmas or leaving it for deliv-
ery to the homebound and ill.   
 

Help our chil-
dren decorate 
Christmas 
cookies for 
our home-
bound on 

Wed. Dec. 17, at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Multi-Purpose Room.  This is an 
intergenerational event, so every-
one is invited! 

December 2014 

The church of-
fice will ob-
serve the fol-
lowing sched-
ule during the 
holidays: 
 

Thursday, Dec. 25—Office Closed 
Friday, Dec. 26—Office Closed 

Monday, Dec. 29—Open 1-5 p.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 30—Open 1-5 p.m. 
Wednes., Dec. 31—Office Closed 
Thursday, Jan. 1—Office Closed 

Friday, Jan. 2—Office Closed 

The LBC 
Preschool 
and Par-
ents Day 
Out will 
observe 

the following holiday schedule: 
 

Thurs., Dec. 18—Preschool/PDO 
Christmas Program in the Sanctu-
ary at 9:15 a.m. 
 

Tues., Dec. 23—Preschool/PDO be-
gins Christmas holiday, adhering 
to the Shawnee Mission School 
District schedule. 
 

Tues., Jan. 6, 2015—Preschool/PDO 
opens again at 9:00 a.m. 
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Dear Leawood Baptist Family, 
    What a blessing our time with you was to us!  
Thank you for your generous hospitality, en-
couragement, and openness to God.  Many of 
you spoke to us and shared what God is doing in 
your lives.  We are excited to see what He con-
tinues to do in and through you as a church.  
We are praying for you all.  Please remember 
us and our ministry in your prayers too. 
    May the Christ of Christmas be very real to 
you this special season as well as throughout the 
New Year!  Wishing you all the joys of this 
wonderful season. 
  With love in Him, 
  Rob & Shini Abraham 
 

If you would like to contact the Abrahams 
(pictured above), who spoke to us at the Har-
vest Festival and during Worship on Nov. 23:  
 

Shini & Rob Abraham 
P. O. Box 26479 

Colorado Springs, CO 80936-6479 
 
Shini:  shini@y360.org  Rob:   rob@y360.org 
 719/201-2272   719/201-1855 
 

Donations to Y360:  y360.org/donate 
 
   Or mail to:  Y360  
          Designated to Acct. 6460 
          at the P. O. Box listed above 

Message from Pastor Dave 
 

The famous novel A Tale of Two Cities, by Charles 
Dickens, begins with these words, “It was the best of 
times.  It was the worst of times.”  Many have taken 
these words and applied them to settings other than 
London and Paris just prior to the French Revolu-
tion.  I will do the same here.  I think about the 
words from the novel as they might apply to the holi-
day season.  
 

It can be the best of times.  Family meals and Christ-
mas parties.  Looking into the eyes of little children 
as they see bright lights and catch a glimpse of Santa 
Claus at a shopping mall.  Time off from school and 
extra vacation days from work.  Surprise presents 
under the tree and selecting just the right gift for a 
loved one who offers a big “thank you” and a hug 
around the neck. 
 

It can be the worst of times.  When there is an empty 
chair at the family Christmas meal.  When there is a 
vacancy beside you at the Christmas Eve service.  
When you travel by yourself without your regular 
companion.  When a favorite “gift giver” is absent 
from the festivities. 
 

Can I make a difference?  Can you make a difference?  
Certainly! To those who are lonely, depressed or hurt-
ing, send a card in the mail—“Just thinking of you 
today.”  Make a phone call—“How are you getting 
along?”  Extend an invitation for a meal in your 
home or ask someone to be your guest for a meal out 
in a restaurant. 
 

The Bible says, “Share with God’s people who are in 
need.  Practice hospitality. . . . Rejoice with those 
who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.”  
(Romans 12: 13 and 15) 
 

Once again, may the Lord send His peace among peo-
ple of good will this Christmas season. 

Pastor Dave 
Dr. David N. Everly 

Intentional Interim Pastor 
913/649‐0100 ext. 13 

pastor@leawoodbaptist.com 
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Ephesians 3:20‐21: “Now to Him who is able to do 
exceedingly, abundantly, above all that we ask or 
think, according to the power that works in us, to 
HIM be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all gen‐
erations, forever and ever.  Amen!” 
 

Thank you, Leawood Baptist family, for your 
love, prayers, and support!  And have a very Merry 
Christmas! 

     Blessings to you all, 

     Peggy Forstad 
        Director, Worship Music & Arts 
        music@leawoodbaptist.com 
        Office:  913/649‐0100 ext. 11 
        Mobile:  913/568‐6921 
 

‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐  
 

Thanks from the Sherrills 
 

Our family would like to thank 
everyone who helped with 
Wade’s funeral service and serv-
ing lunch for our family and 
friends.  We appreciate every-
one's prayers and support during 

the sickness and loss of Wade.  He loved this 
church and the people. 
 

   The Sherrill Family 
 
Wade, who passed away Tuesday, Nov. 25, at the 
age of 74, and his wife of 52 years, Ruth, joined 
LBC in 1971.  Elected a Deacon Emeritus in 2013, 
Wade was heavily active in the behind-the-scenes 
workings of our church while he chaired the Prop-
erty Committee for over 10 years.  As a former 
engineer with Black & Veatch, Wade brought a 
high level of expertise to this important role. 
 
Officiated by Dr. David Everly and Rev. Ken 
Simpson, a Memorial Service was held Monday, 
Dec. 1, in the Sanctuary, followed by graveside 
services at Pleasant Valley Cemetery at 159th and 
Antioch in Overland Park.  A Memorial Fund in 
Wade’s honor has been established at LBC. 
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Pearls from Peggy 
 

M 
y heart is overwhelmed with thank‐
fulness to our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  I can’t help but ponder the 
depth of the words to a Christmas 

song we are preparing…“Mary, did you know … this 
sleeping child you’re holding is the great I AM.”  It 
stops my planning, my hurrying, my figuring out all 
the details and makes me face the truth of the sim‐
ple, most profound act of love ever carried out by 
One unlike any earthly father who ever lived on this 
earth.  Our Triune God loved us so very much that 
for a while, the Son separated Himself from all the 
privileges of Heaven to be incubated in the womb 
of a teenage girl, and was born the same way we 
were, in blood, sweat, and tears, helpless and ut‐
terly dependent on Mary and Joseph for everything 
needed to sustain His life.   Unfathomable! 
 
Recently, I learned I am going to be a Great 
Grammy.  I guess that’s one reason why the story of 
Jesus’ birth is impacting my thoughts to an even 
greater degree than usual.  My granddaughter and 
her husband are devoted followers of Christ, and 
yet I wonder, “Are they mature enough to handle 
this?  What about…?  What if….?”  Then I recall 
Mary was probably no older than 15, and Joseph 
had just gotten to the point in his life’s work that he 
could support a wife...and I smile at my worries 
about Mikayla and Alex’s readiness for a baby.  If 
God can trust them with this child, then I will, too!   
 
And you know, God trusts the most unlikely people 
with the new birth of Christ in our hearts when we 
accept Him as Lord and Savior.  Do we get it “right” 
from the beginning?  Not hardly!  We’re newborns 
in Christ, helpless babies, needing the rest of the 
family of God to help us grow in the grace and 
knowledge of the Lord and His ways.  Isn’t His de‐
sign wonderful?!  As we celebrate this season of 
Advent, it is my prayer that we, each one, “prepare 
Him room” in our hearts, and be filled to overflow‐
ing with the joy of Jesus! 
 
    continued →→→→→ 



Kids and Type 2 Diabetes 
 

I n America, we are beginning to realize the terri-
fying effects that Diabetes has on the whole 
body.  And worse, more young children are being 
diagnosed with Type 2 Diabetes, something that 

only adults used to get.  The earlier the age a person is 
diagnosed with the disease, the sooner the effects begin 
to appear ─ kidney disease/dialysis, blindness, poor cir-
culation/amputation of limbs, just to name the most com-
mon.  Many of these complications begin within a few 
years of getting Diabetes.  So, if a child gets the diagno-
sis, he/she may begin experiencing these problems in 
his/her early (12-14 yrs.) teens, suffering blindness or 
mobility issues following amputation. 
 

It’s true that the healthier foods are often more expen-
sive, and definitely take more time to prepare, but those 
things, versus lifetime health issues, are worth taking 
time to figure out.  Access healthy foods and talk with 
your child about why one needs them.  Model activity 
with walks, hikes, etc.  Include your child, talking about 
the positive effects of the exercise...and how enjoyable 
it is to spend time together!  :)  
 

Obesity is the risk factor that has changed in the past 
few years.  Lack of grocery stores in some neighbor-
hoods, and concerns about safely playing/exercising out-
side, have added to the problem.  Some kids would play 
sports, but they have to pay to play, and that is a stum-
bling block for many, especially in lower income families. 
 

So, what to do?  Role model getting up and moving, eat 
and talk about healthy foods the best you can, and give 
the kids milk and water to drink - skip the pop and 
juices!  Down with Diabetes!! 
 
“Happy Holiday” greetings to every one of you!  May you 
all be healthy, wealthy, and wise in the coming year.  And 
if you're not so healthy, please feel free to give me a call 
at 913/338-3909.  
 

Laura Farris, RN, BSN, CRRN 
     LBC Parish Nurse 

 
The next Parish Nurse clinic 

is scheduled for Sunday,  
Dec. 21, at 10:15 a.m. and  

after Worship.  Get your 
blood pressure checked and 
ask health-related questions  

of our Parish Nurse. 

Christmas Post  

Office Is Open for 

Business 

The annual Christmas Post 
Office is your easy way of sending Christmas cards 
to friends and family of Leawood Baptist Church.  
The best part of all is that you do not need to go to 
your mailbox or to your local post office.  Just drop 
your cards in the alphabetically-arranged mailboxes 
located in the Narthex, and let our children be your 
postal carriers each Sunday.   
 
You will notice a donation box just to the side of 
mailboxes.  Your postage donation goes to support 
Children’s Ministry (make checks payable to Lea-
wood Baptist Church, and put “Christmas Post Of-
fice” in the memo).  And while you’re putting in 
your cards alphabetically, check to be sure there are 
none for you! 
 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  
 

Many thanks to all of the folks who 
rang bells for The Salvation Army 
on Saturday, Dec. 6, at Ranch Mart 
Hardware and Nuts & Bolts at 95th 
and Nall.  Through your generous 

efforts and devotion to the cause, we helped raise 
$671.40 in the two kettles—our highest total for 
the past three years.  Give the following folks a 
hand for their participation: 
 

 Jane & Richard Bartholomew 
 Nancy & David Baumgartner 
 Liz & David Bradshaw 
 Charles Brown 
 Brenda, Dennis, Brandon & Ashlynn Engel 
 Don Evans 
 John Haley 
 Anne, Emma & Thomas Haraughty 
 Mike Hoskins 
 Linda & Charlie Keller 
 Linda Kinder 
 Myrtle & Jim Mohart 
 John and Johnny Tancredi 
 Leanna, Kurt, Lydia & Kade Uniak 
 Russell Watson 
 David Wildman 
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Special Needs Enrichment Program Snippet 

Come join in the fun at our January SNEP and Sib-
Support event on Friday, Jan. 9, 6:00-9:00 p.m. in the 
Multi-Purpose Room.  SNEP is an important minis-
try to children with special needs and their parents in 
our community.  Do you know of any family who 
could benefit from this program?  If so please let me 
know at 913/220-0294 or email.  Also, we could al-
ways use volunteers to help and/or donate cookies 
and soda pop to offset expenses.  
Please consider how you can contrib-
ute to this special ministry.  
 

  Kim Mohart 
  SNEP Coordinator 
  kdmohart@att.net 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

 

The Difference  

A Day Makes 
Submitted by Linda Keller,  

Volunteer Financial Secretary 
 

The IRS allows individuals to deduct from their 
charitable donations in the year the donations were 
delivered.  Gifts delivered in person can be easily 
received and recorded on the same day.  When a do-
nation is mailed, the situation can get complicated, 
since donations delivered at the end of the year are 
not received by the church until the new year. 
 
When receipting mailed gifts, the postmark date is 
used as conclusive evidence of when the donation 
was mailed.  If the donor mailed the donation in the 
old year, but too late for the last mail pickup, keep in 
mind that the individual, not the church, bears the 
burden of proving when the donation was delivered. 
 
We will identify the postmark dates on all mailed en-
velopes that come into the church office during the 
first part of January 2015.  Therefore, please make 
sure your postmark is no later than Dec. 31, 2014, in 
order to be counted in the 2014 tax year.  Feel free to 
contact Linda Keller at finsec@leawoodbaptist.com 
or 913/649-0100 ext. 14 should you have any ques-
tions  

Brightwater HOA Thanks 

The Brightwater Homeowners Association Board 
would like to say “thank you” for your Spirit of Gener-
osity.  In your kindness, you have both role-modeled 
and epitomized what it means to be a good neighbor 
and Christian Community. 
 

We so appreciated the use of your room for our recent 
HOA Annual Meeting!  Our elders were especially 
grateful! 
 
  In gratitude, 
 

 Samantha St. Julian 
 

  President 
  Brightwater Homeowners Association 
  http://leawoodbrightwaterhoa.wordpress.com 
 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters of LBC, 
 
    We, members of International Commu-
nity Church, would like to thank you for 
sharing your blessings with us by allowing 
us to use your building for our Thanksgiv-
ing celebration. 
 
    We were very comfortable there and had 
a chance to thank our Lord as a church 
for all the blessings that He had showered 
us with this year—especially for our new 
relationship with you.  We are looking for-
ward to developing this relationship in 
praising our Lord and working together 
in His Kingdom. 
 
    May our Lord Jesus Christ continue to 
work in our hearts and our congregations 
to fulfill His plans for His Kingdom. 
 
 

    Sincerely,  
 

    Daniel Arnautov 
        International  
        Community Church 
        www.icc-kc.org 
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 Sunday Bible ClassesSunday Bible Classes  

Try joining one of our Sunday morning Adult Bible 
Classes!  All one-hour classes are studying the Smyth & 
Helwys UNIFORM series (except where noted) and begin 
promptly at 9:30 a.m. 
 

Better Together Class:  Studying the Book of Acts using 
text by John Stott.  Led by rotating teachers.  Meets in the 
Conference Room. 
 

The Seekers: Led by rotating teachers. Meets in Room 155. 
 

Middle Adult II:  Studying the book On Guard—Defending 
Your Faith with Reason and Precision by William Lane 
Craig.  Led by Rev. Ken Simpson.  Meets in the north end 
of the Multi-Purpose Room. 
 

The Eclectics:  Studying the Book of Romans using text by 
John Stott.  Led by Dave Bradshaw and Randy Cooper.  
Meets in the Parlor. 
 

Young Adults:  Led by rotating teachers.  Meets in the 
south end of the Multi-Purpose Room. 
 

Senior Adults:  Led by Helen Watson and Helen Nahrstedt.  
Meets in the Hearth Room. 
 

Weekly Discipleship ClassesWeekly Discipleship Classes  

If you feel a need for worship and discipleship at other 
times of the week in addition to Sundays, please con-
sider: 
 

Adult Bible Study:  Beginning Jan. 6, 2015, they will 
meet every Tuesday morning in the Conference Room 
at 10:00 a.m. with Dr. David Everly.  They are con-
tinuing their study of the Gospel of Mark. 
 

Wednesday Night Service - “Prayer & the Bible”:   
Beginning Jan. 14, 2015, they will meet every 
Wednesday in the Hearth Room at 6:30 p.m.  Led by 
Dr. David Everly. 

 
To view the church’s most  

recent calendar, please  
visit our website at 

www.leawoodbaptist.com,  
click on “Publications,”  

click on “Calendar,”  
then click on the December 

calendar to open it in a PDF. 
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PRAYER  LIST 
 

(as of Dec. 11, 2014) 

 
Beverly Anderson (church member) 

Carol Carey, neighbor of church  
member Jean Christensen 

Jean Christensen (Charter Member) 
Heather Daniel, daughter of church  

members Peggy & Paul Forstad 
Bob Davis, friend of church  

members Lana and Sam Gill 
Jamie Deneau, girlfriend of Andrew Gill, son of  

church members Lana and Sam Gill 
Maxine Denton (homebound church member) 

Ricky Joe Dorsey, brother of Lesa Young 
Don & Phyllis Evans (church members) 

Ernie & Jim Evans (church member) 
Peggy Forstad (church member) 

Rich Fox, grandson of church member Susan Fox 
Bea & Charlie Francis (church members) 

Nathan Jackson, 16-year-old nephew of church  
member Carol Ann Sykes 

Ellen Jones, mother of church  
member Carol Ann Sykes 

Aliana Joy, 3-mo. old great grand-daughter  
of Bea & Charlie Francis 

Millie & Richard Keene (church member) 
Charlie Keller (church member) 

Lee Lamar (church member) 
Helen Lewis (homebound church member) 

Vera McCoy (church member) 
Fran Miller (homebound church member) 

Natalie, Iowan cousin of church  
member Liz Bradshaw 

Virginia Norfleet (church member) 
Milton Overby (church member) 

Grandfather of Melissa Overton (church member) 
Bill & Ida Pitts (church members) 

Dorothy Plattner (homebound church member) 
The family of the late Wade Sherrill 

Frank Smist (church member) 
Donna Spencer, sister of church member Susan Fox 

John Stone (Charter Member) 
Father of church member Carol Ann Sykes 

Audrey Tygart, father of church  
member Peggy Forstad 

Brandon Vaughan, nephew of church  
member Fannie Vaughan 

Cherie Whitlow, mother-in-law of  
Peggy Forstad’s daughter 

Dorothy Williams (Charter Member) 
Walter Wilson, son of church  

member Ernestine Wilson 
Lydia Youngblood (homebound church member) 



The Koinonia 
Leawood Baptist Church 
8200 State Line Road 
Leawood KS 66206-1246 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dec. 31—Mary & Lynn Stone 
 

If you’d like your anniversary listed, please call Jane in the 
church office or e-mail admin@leawoodbaptist.com. 

Dec. 1—Jim Holloman 
Dec. 2—Susan Napier Fox 
Dec. 3—David Bradshaw 
Dec. 5—Jim Evans 
Dec. 5—Adrian Rossi 
Dec. 9—Susan Nitsch 
Dec. 9—Mary Stone 
Dec. 10—Jodie Blackburn 
Dec. 10—Anna Sykes 
Dec. 11—Barbara Aldridge 
Dec. 11—Dennis Engel 
Dec. 14—Wayne Hudson 
Dec. 18—Peggy Forstad 
Dec. 20—Stacey Hodges 
Dec. 22—Ron Hicks 
Dec. 24—Mark Sherrill 
Dec. 24—Charlie Simpson 
Dec. 25—Kelly Buckle 
Dec. 28—Leanna Uniak 
Dec. 29—Joyce Deering 
Dec. 31—Parker Lewis 

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter 
in the mail, please advise the Church Office. 

This newsletter is available online—and in color—under 
the “Publications” tab on our website: www.leawood 

baptist.com.  You can also pick up an individual copy on 
Sundays in the Narthex.  If you would like to help the 

church save money, please let the church office 
(913/649-0100) know to not mail you any future issues.  


