
1

life

FALL BAPTISM 
SERVICE
On November 21, 2010, Zackari 
Petrocelli and many others 
publicly professed their faith and 
were baptized during our Fall 
Baptism Service. January - February 2011
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In S teve Lawson ʼs 
compelling book, The 
Unwavering Resolve of 
Jonathan Edwards, he 
writes, “Every great 
Christian leader has a 

master passion, an overruling ambition 
that dominates his life and drives his 
soul.  It is that in which he most 
believes, that which most captures his 
mind and enflames his heart.  Such a 
chief aim controls him and defines his 
very reason for being. This supreme 
sense of purpose becomes a motivation 
so strong that it empowers him to 
overcome all obstacles and overrides all 
adversity.  For Jonathan Edwards, this 
passion was...the glory of God” (p. 63).

As a young man, Edwardʼs heart was 
captured by the glory of God. He 
became convinced from His study of 
Godʼs Word that Godʼs ultimate end in 
all things is His glory.  And since God 
Himself has made His glory His highest 
end, Edwards concluded that bringing 
glory to God must be his primary 
purpose and preeminent pursuit in life.  
Consequently, glorifying God became 
Edwardʼs greatest goal in life and he 
pursued it with a riveting, relentless 
resolve. His famous “70 Resolutions” 
were an expression of his passion and 
desire to glorify God in every area of his 
life.  He evaluated everything in his life 
in light of Godʼs glory.  It may have been 
that he actually asked himself the 
question in every situation and in every 
decision, “Will this glorify God?” or 
“What will glorify God most?” Can you 
imagine what your life would be like-

what kind of year 2011 would be-if you 
resolved to ask yourself this question 
before doing anything or saying 
anything or watching anything or 
listening to anything or eating anything 
or buying anything or going anywhere or 
spending time with anyone....Isnʼt that a 
practical way to apply 1 Corinthians 
10:31 where Paul said, “Whether, then, 
you eat or drink or whatever you do, do 
all to the glory of God.”

Glorifying God relates to every area of 
our lives because He is honored or 
dishonored by everything we do!  As 
Christians we are prone to make a 
distinction between what we consider 
sacred things (i.e. reading our Bibles, 
praying, going to church, etc.) and 
secular things (i.e. going to work, 
playing golf, going to the mall, cutting 
the grass, watching a video, etc.).  

But all these things are the same to 
God.  Thatʼs why we must do everything 
to the glory of God (i.e. selling a part, 
fixing an engine, bidding a job, signing a 
contract, building a house, digging a 
ditch, teaching a class, diagnosing a 
patientʼs problem and prescribing 
medicine, driving a truck, trading a 
stock, feeding the animals, plowing a 
field, flying an airplane, drilling for oil, 
wrapping an athleteʼs ankle, caring for a 
sick child, counseling a needy person, 
surfing the internet, designing a piece of 
jewelry, waiting on tables, arresting a 
criminal, changing a dirty diaper, making 
dinner, doing your homework, watching 
T.V., going to the movies, listening to 
music, reading a book, looking at a 

magazine, teeing off, catching a bass, 
crushing a serve, riding a horse, etc.).  

Glorifying God must be the over-arching 
purpose, the all-consuming passion, the 
never-ending pursuit of all of our lives.  
But we must never forget that we canʼt 
glorify God in our own strength.  Sheer 
will power is not enough.  Edwards 
knew that no matter how resolved or 
determined he was to glorify God, in 
order to keep  his 70 Resolutions he 
would have to rely solely on the grace of 
God through the enabling power of the 
indwelling Holy Spirit.  In the preamble 
to his resolutions, he acknowledged his 
humble dependence upon God in the 
pursuit of Godʼs glory.  He wrote, “Being 
sensible that I am unable to do anything 
without Godʼs help, I do humbly entreat 
him by his grace to enable me to keep 
these Resolutions, so far as they are 
agreeable to his will, for Christʼs sake.”

As we launch into a new year, may the 
unwavering resolve of Jonathan 
Edwardʼs motivate us to glorify God in 
everything we do.  And may Jesus 
Christ serve as both our model and 
means as He was the only one who 
ever glorified God 
c o m p l e t e l y i n 
every area of His 
life. Ultimately, we 
must rely on His 
power in order to 
reflect H is l i fe 
which perfect ly 
reflected the glory 
of God. 

RESOLVED: TO GLORIFY GOD IN EVERYTHING
by Ken Ramey | Pastor-Teacher
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RECOMMENDED RESOURCE:
Slave by John MacArthur

The word “slave” has such nasty historical connotations. In the Western world, the 
idea of slavery is so politically incorrect and repugnant that to think that the Bible 
speaks positively of slavery is enough to keep many far away from the Bible. 
According to John MacArthur however, the idea of slavery in the Bible is 
something that is extremely important for understanding our relationship to God. 
Ever the controversial preacher who takes a clear stand for the truth, MacArthur 
exposits the Scriptures to see what slavery to Christ really means.
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Christian 
Hedonism?
by Adam Tyson | 
Associate Pastor

In 2000, I read a book that has forever 
changed my way of thinking about 
Godʼs glory and my happiness. The 
book is entitled Desiring God and was 
written by John Piper to explain how 
Godʼs glory and your happiness are not 
in conflict with each other but are 
a c t u a l l y i n c o n c e r t t o g e t h e r !  
Sometimes, as Christians, we feel like 
we canʼt do what we want to do 
because God forbids it in His Word. To 
put it mildly, we believe our sin will bring 
us happiness. What we donʼt realize is 
that, as Christians,  what we really want 
to do is magnify Godʼs glory by obeying 
Him and thus finding true happiness—
the joy of the Lord. 

As a person who has been changed by 
the gospel, a new creature, a believer 

doesnʼt want to sin but wants to live for 
God (Romans 7:13-25). Piper says we 
should all be Christian Hedonists. A 
hedonist is someone who fulfills their 
desire, whatever it may be. A Christian 
Hedonist is someone who fulfills their 
desires in God which will bring them 
true happiness through God-centered, 
Christ-exalting, Spirit-filled obedience. 
This kind of living places Godʼs glory on 
display for all to see more clearly and 
brings joy and satisfaction to the 
believer which can never be found in 
this world. 

In 2011, consider living as a Christian 
Hedonist. Donʼt settle for the cheap 
desires of the flesh which never satisfy. 
Pursue your greatest desire in God and 
He will give you the desire of your heart 
-- which is more of Him! (Psalm 37:4). 
Does anything else satisfy? Does 
anyone else bring you unspeakable joy? 
Is your heart in conflict with Godʼs Word 
or in concert with Godʼs glory? Obey 

Him, worship  Him, adore Him, and you 
will find the joy you are looking for.

We are looking forward to our Student 
Ministry Winter Camp  this year.  The 
theme, True Life, is about applying what 
I have mentioned above and living as a 
Christian Hedonist. True Life is not 
about success from the worldʼs point of 
view. True Life is about true prosperity 
and success which comes from 
meditating on the Word of God and 
applying it in your life (Joshua 1:8). 
Come this year to Winter Camp  and 
expe r i ence Sc r i p tu re -sa tu ra ted 
preach ing, Sp i r i t -fi l led worsh ip , 
discipleship-oriented small groups, and 
a fun-filled weekend!
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BRIDGE / TRUTH / WOL
BEGINS
● January 5
Fellowship Supper @5:30pm

ANNUAL MEETING
FELLOWSHIP SUPPER 
● January 16
Nursery & Toddler Care 
provided.

GULF COAST BLOOD
DRIVE
● January 29

WINTER EQUIPPING
HOUR SERIES 
● January 2
Amazing Grace: The History 
and Theology of Calvinism 
explores what the Bible has to 
say  concerning the Doctrines of 
G r a c e , F r e e W i l l , H y p e r 
Calvinism, Arminianism, and 
many other key topics.

SPIRITUAL LIFE WEEKEND
 ● January 21-23
Special Guest Speaker:  Rick Holland

Christianity is the worship of Jesus Christ. If Jesus is who the Bible says He is and He did 
what the Bible says He did, He is worthy of our exclusive, comprehensive attention. If we 
really want to experience abundant life in Christ, we need to remove all the distractions in 
our lives that get in the way of Christ so we can be satisfied in Him alone and ultimately 
be transformed into His glorious image.

WINTER CAMP 2011

February 4-6          Cost: $130          Speaker: Nathan Busenitz          John 10:10

This study features several well known 
teachers of Godʼs Word including R.C. Sproul.
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE
● SUNDAY

 8:00am" Worship Service
 9:30am" Equipping Hour
 10:45am" Worship Service

● MONDAY
 7:00pm" Womenʼs Bible Study
" Liz Payneʼs Home

● TUESDAY
 9:45am" Womenʼs Bible Study

● WEDNESDAY
 5:30pm" Fellowship Supper
 6:30pm" Nursery/Toddler Care
                    " WOL Club " (Pre-K to 6th Grade)
" Truth " (Grades 7th-12th)
" The Bridge " (Adults) 

● THURSDAY
 7:00pm" Ironmen

● FRIDAY
 6:00am" Ironmen

For information on upcoming 
events visit us at

www.lakesidebiblechurch.org

1 8 9 4 0  F r e e p o r t  D r .     |     M o n t g o m e r y ,  T X  7 7 3 5 6
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  CONCERT OF PRAYER   |   Jan 5
  5:30pm Fellowship Dinner | 6:30pm Service
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  LIFE AT LAKESIDE BEGINS |  Feb 6     
  New Members Class

  CREATION / EVOLUTION OUTREACH  |  Feb 27
  with Gary Bates   
  

 WOMEN OF EXCELLENCE RESUMES  |  Jan 10 & 11  
 Monday @7:00pm & Tuesday @9:30am 
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