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What do you hear?
Author Unknown
Two old friends were walking down the street together, renewing old times. It was during the
rush hour and the streets were filled with people. Cars were honking their horns, taxicabs
were squealing around corners, sirens were wailing, and the sounds of the city were almost
deafening. Suddenly, one friend said, "Just a minute, I think I hear something," and he walked
over to a big cement planter where some shrubs were growing. He looked into the bushes,
beneath the branches, and sure enough, he located a cricket. His friend was utterly amazed.
"That's incredible," said his friend. "You must have super-human ears!"
"No," said the first. "My ears are no different from yours. It all depends on what you're
listening for."
"But that can't be!" said the friend. "I could never hear a cricket in this noise."
"Yes, it's true," came the reply. "It depends on what is really important to you. Here, let me
show you."
He reached into his pocket, pulled out a few coins, and dropped them on the sidewalk. And
then, with the noise of the crowded street still blaring in their ears, every head within twenty
feet turn and look to see if the money that tinkled on the pavement was theirs.
"See what I mean?" ask the first friend. "It all depends on what's important to you."

Prayer
O God, early in the morning I cry to you.
Help me to pray
And to concentrate my thoughts on you;
I cannot do this alone.
In me there is darkness,
But with you there is light;
I am lonely, but you do not leave me;
I am feeble in heart, but with you there is help;
I am restless, but with you there is peace.
In me there is bitterness, but with you there is patience;
I do not understand your ways,
But you know the way for me.
Restore me to liberty,
And enable me to live now
That I may answer before you and before men.
Lord whatever this day may bring,
Your name be praised. Amen
–Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Psalm 95:1-7
O come, let us sing to the Lord;
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!
For the Lord is a great God,
and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the depths of the earth;
the heights of the mountains are his also.
The sea is his, for he made it,
and the dry land, which his hands have formed.
O come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!
For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture,
and the sheep of his hand.
O that today you would listen to his voice!

Colossians 1:15-20
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in
heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions
or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. He himself is
before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church;
he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place
in everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God
was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making
peace through the blood of his cross.

