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I fear that many people seek to hear God solely as a device for obtaining their own safety,
comfort and sense of being righteous. For those who busy themselves to know the will of
God, however, it is still true that "those who want to save their life will lose it" (Mt 16:25).
--Dallas Willard
From Hearing God: Developing a Conversational Relationship with God

Prayer
Ever-present God, stir in our hearts a holy expectancy so that we will be ready and open to
hear your voice. May our spirit be open to the calling of your Spirit, that in listening for you
we might hear you, that in waiting for you we might meet you, that in meeting you we might
follow you, even as we follow after the example of Jesus Christ our Lord. Peggy Haymes

1 Samuel 3:1-10, 19
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare
in those days; visions were not widespread.
At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying
down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the
temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and
he said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said,
“I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. The Lord called again, “Samuel!”
Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did
not call, my son; lie down again.” Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of
the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And
he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that
the Lord was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you,
you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in
his place.
Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel
said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”
As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground.
Luke 9: 23-27
Then Jesus said to them all, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves
and take up their cross daily and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it,
and those who lose their life for my sake will save it. What does it profit them if they gain the
whole world, but lose or forfeit themselves? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words,
of them the Son of Man will be ashamed when he comes in his glory and the glory of the
Father and of the holy angels. But truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not
taste death before they see the kingdom of God.”

