
LAKESIDE BAPTIST CHURCH

The Worship of God
A Season of Expected Surprises

December 2, 2012 THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT Eleven O'Clock

The Hanging of the Greens

ORGAN PRELUDE:  Prelude on "The Holly and the Ivy" Herbert Sumsion

                              People, Look East! Kristina Langlois

WORDS OF WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

ORGAN MEDITATION:  Veni, Veni Emmanuel Gerald Near

CHORAL INTROIT  French Melody, 15th Century
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

PROCESSIONAL 119: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” VENI EMMANUEL

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH Jan, Jim, Paige, and Emily Raynor

Long centuries ago, in a land and culture that was vastly different from our own, a solitary figure
prayed to God:

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
O my God, in you I trust; do not let me be put to shame;
do not let my enemies exult over me.
Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame;
let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.
Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths.
Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation;
for you I wait all day long. Psalm 125

Although the time and place and circumstances were different from our own, the prayer was not.
Like the ancient Hebrews we know what it is like to struggle with life. And, like the Hebrews, we
also know what it is like to hope in God for deliverance and a brighter day.

Today we light the Candle of Hope which reminds us that God hears our prayers and responds
to our need. Although the Hebrews expected God to send the Messiah, they were surprised when a
baby born in a stable was the One bringing deliverance. May we also be surprised by the hope Jesus
brings to our own lives and to the world.

LITANY OF PREPARATION Elizabeth Edwards

Minister: How shall we prepare this house for the coming of the King?
People: With branches of cedar, the tree of royalty.
Minister: How shall we prepare this house for the coming of the eternal Christ?
People: With garlands of pine and fir, whose leaves are ever living, ever green.
Minister: How shall we prepare this house for the coming of our Savior?
People: With wreaths of holly and ivy, telling of his passion, death, and resurrection.
Minister: How shall we prepare our hearts for the coming of the Son of God?
People: By hearing again the words of the Scriptures foretelling the saving work of

God.
Minister: For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the

world through him might be saved.
People: Glory to God in the highest!

THE GLORIA PATRI Regent Square

Glory be to God the Father, Glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, Ever three and ever one.
Come and worship, come and worship
Light of light: our Star, our Sun.



THE INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER Rev. Edwards
O God of Israel, with expectant hearts, we your people have gathered to prepare for Christ’s

coming.  Even as we rest in the comfort of familiar sights and sounds, we anticipate Christ’s birth
with surprise and wonder as we watch and wait for signs of your hope.  In our places of questions
and fears, of scarcity and confusion, wherever dreams unravel and there seems nothing to which we
can cling, your gift of hope is the thread that is strong enough to hold life together.  So we praise you
for that most constant of gifts:  the hope that is ours through the coming Christ who is our hope for
today and for all our days to come, and who taught us to pray together, saying, 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine
is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever.  Amen.

CHILDREN’S ANTHEM:  “How Far to Bethlehem” Mary E. Caldwell
How far to Bethlehem? Not very far. Shall we find the stable room lit by a star? Can we see
the little Child, is he within? If we lift the wooden latch, may we go in? May we stroke the
creatures there, oxen and sheep? May we watch like them and see Jesus asleep? If we touch
his tiny hand, will he awake? Will he know we’ve come so far just for his sake? Great Kings
have precious gifts, but we have naught; little smiles and little tears are all we’ve brought.
For all weary little children Mary must weep. Here upon his bed of straw, O sleep, children,
sleep.

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:  Jeremiah 33:14-16 Cameron Graham
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house

of Israel and the house of Judah.  In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to
spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  In those days Judah
will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: "The
Lord is our righteousness."

PRAYER Dorrie Wright
O God, you sent your Son to be King of kings and Prince of peace.  Grant that this Christmas he

may be born not only in our memories but anew in our hearts.  Help us to come to this festive season
seeking him, as did the shepherds of old, that we may go home a new way — new creatures in
Christ.  O Lord, we stand before you as one from whom no secrets are hid.
May your beauty transform our ugliness.  May your love drive out our hate.  May your goodness
penetrate our evil.  May your mercy forgive our unworthiness.  May your hope calm our fears.  May
your humility shame our arrogance.  May your joy invade our sorrow.  O God, may the star which
first pointed the way be the light that will lead us out of darkness.  Amen.

THE BLESSING OF THE HOLLY AND THE IVY Elizabeth Lane
Because holly and ivy bear their berries in the dark, cold winter months, our ancestors hung them

in their homes to symbolize the hope and expectation of spring.  Today we use holly as a reminder
of Christ's passion during the otherwise joyous Christmas celebration.  Legend has it that a shepherd
brought a sprig of holly to the stable on Christmas night as a gift to the Christ child.  Its leaves
glistened in the moonlight, and its berries were snow white.  As the Child reached to receive the gift,
the berries suddenly turned a deep red.  For Christians today, the prickly leaves represent the crown
of thorns which Christ wore during his crucifixion and the berries represent the blood he shed for
us.  The ivy represents our human weakness clinging to divine strength.  May God bless the holly
and ivy that grace our sanctuary that we may remember his great sacrifice for us.

ANTHEM:  “Sans Day Carol” Cornish Traditional Carol/arr. John Rutter
Now the Holly bears a berry as white as the milk and Mary bore Jesus, who was wrapped up
in silk.  And Mary bore Jesus Christ our Savior for to be and the first tree in the greenwood,
it was the holly. Holly, holly, and the first tree in the greenwood it was the holly.  Now the
Holly bears a berry as green as the grass and Mary bore Jesus, who died on the cross.  Now
the Holly bears a berry as black as the coal and Mary bore Jesus, who died for us all.  Now
the Holly bears a berry as blood is it red then trust we our Savior who rose from the dead.



THE BLESSING OF THE GREENERY AND WREATHS Wayne Cotton
In many ancient civilizations it was believed that all objects possessed spirits.  Since it was

believed that most trees possessed kindly spirits, it became customary for people to bring home
sprigs and branches of trees in order that their homes might be blessed by their presence.  When
Christianity came into existence, the newly converted pagans refused to give up this custom, so it
eventually became part of our tradition.  As we decorate our homes and places of worship, the
evergreens symbolize God's eternal and everlasting love for us, even after death.  The wreaths, round
with no beginning and no end, symbolize the victory and glory of the fulfillment of scripture in the
coming of Christ.

CAROL MEDLEY
147 (stanzas 1&3): “Away in a Manger” AWAY IN A MANGER

125 (stanzas 1&2): “Come, O Long Expected Jesus” HYFRYDOL
150 (stanzas 1&3): “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” MENDELSSOHN

THE BLESSING OF THE POINSETTIAS Carol Barker
Poinsettias add a special glow to the pageantry of the Advent season.  This plant blooms at

Christmas in Mexico, where it is known by its native name, "flower of the Holy Night."  The
legendary account bears out the appropriateness of the name.  A small boy had no gift to bring to the
Christ Child's manger bed in the village church.  As he trudged toward the church, scuffing his feet
in the dust of the road, he decided he could at least offer the Holy Infant the branches from a bush
that grew beside the way.  Quickly he stripped off some of the branches and made his way to the
church where he reverently placed the green leaves at the manger.  As he knelt there, the other
children jeered and mocked his offering.  Rising tearfully, he looked once more at the branches, only
to find that where his tears had fallen bloomed a brilliant red star-shaped flower.  Today the
Poinsettia is the most popular of Christmas plants, for even without the legend, Christians see in the
flaming star of its red bracts the star of Bethlehem.  May God remind us that the sincerest gifts are
those of the heart which always give birth to new life.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM:  “In the Bleak Midwinter” Holst/arr. Moore
In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;
snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, in the bleak midwinter, long time ago.
Angels and archangels o’er the stable there, cherubim and seraphim gathered in the air; But
his mother only, in her maiden bliss, worshiped the beloved, worshiped with a kiss.  O what
can I give him, poor though as I am?  If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; if I were
a Wise Man, I would do my part; what I can I give him: give him my heart.  What I can I
give him: give him my heart.

OFFERTORY PRAYER Amy Shortt
During this season of waiting and anticipation, we are reminded to stay awake for the coming

of your Son, O God.  Jesus' love often comes into our lives in quiet, unexpected ways.  Today, we
generously respond to this compassion and commit ourselves to living in a manner worthy of your
love.  In anticipation of the coming of Jesus, the Savior, we pray. Amen.

ORGAN OFFERTORY:  In Dulci Jubilo Norman Dello Joio

* THE DOXOLOGY GREENSLEEVES
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing:
Haste, haste to bring him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary!

THE BLESSING OF THE CRECHE Leo Bishop
After Jesus was born in the stable in Bethlehem, his parents bundled him in soft cloths and made

a bed for him in a manger.  What a humble beginning it was for the Son of God!  That which held
feed for animals also cradled the "Bread of Life."  Later, as Jesus traveled about teaching and
healing, he had no place to call "home" and likely spent a few nights in other borrowed stables.  The
manger reminds us that the Son of God was also the "Son of man," that he who was divine was also
human.  May all who contemplate this mystery be filled with awe and wonder and bow down in
humble worship as did the shepherds and Wise Men.



ANTHEM:  “A Place to Keep Your Son” Matthew H. Corl
A watching, waiting people look for signs from above. We keep awake, expecting the
coming of your love. We know good news shall be here soon, a blessed one shall come;
prepare in us a warm heart, a place to keep your son. A voice cries out, “Get ready, prepare
a way for God; be ready for his coming, the coming of our Lord.” We know good news shall
be here soon, a blessed one shall come; prepare in us a warm heart, a place to keep your son.
Rejoicing in your spirit, our deepest joy in you; the world is ever changing, but you are ever
true. We know good news shall be here soon, a blessed one shall come; prepare in us a warm
heart, a place to keep your son. We hear the angel’s greeting, “O hail, you blessed one, for
your shall bear a Savior and he will be God’s son.” We know good news shall be here soon,
the blessed one is near; we’ll make for him a warm heart, we’ll hold your own son dear.

THE BLESSING OF THE CHRISMON TREE Terry Martin
The most popular legend holds that the first Christmas tree was cut down by Martin Luther, who

brought it home and decorated it with candles to symbolize the stars that lit the Bethlehem sky on
the night of Jesus' birth.

The Chrismon Tree is an evergreen that symbolizes the eternal life which our Savior offers to
us all.  On it are tiny white lights that speak of Him Who is light of the World.  The Chrismons
(which stand for Christ monogram) proclaim the Name, the Life, and the saving acts of Jesus the
Christ.  May God enable us to see the entire drama of redemption and love as we look upon this tree
and draw us into a life of service and witness.

ANTHEM:  “Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light” J.S. Bach
Break forth, O beauteous heavenly light and usher in the morning; ye shepherds, shrink not with
affright, but hear the angel’s warning. This child, now weak in infancy, our confidence and joy shall
be, the power of Satan breaking, our peace eternal making.

THE GOSPEL LESSON:  Luke 21:25-36
"There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations

confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves.  People will faint from fear and foreboding of what
is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.  Then they will see 'the Son
of Man coming in a cloud' with power and great glory.  Now when these things begin to take place,
stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near."

Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves
you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near.  So also, when you see these things
taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near.  Truly I tell you, this generation will not
pass away until all things have taken place.  Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not
pass away.

"Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the
worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap.  For it will come upon all who
live on the face of the whole earth.  Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to
escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man."

MEDITATION: “Surprising Hope” Dr. Wright

I don’t know about you, but the first Sunday of Advent is always a bit of a challenge for me.  I
am grateful that we celebrate the “Hanging of the Greens” because it is a joyous way of decorating
the sanctuary for the season and a vivid reminder of what this season of preparation is all about.  I
certainly do not have any problem with that aspect of what we do on the First Sunday of Advent.

I struggle with the readings for this first Sunday.  The Jeremiah passage is encouraging enough:
God will surely keep his promise and send the Messiah.  I can bank on that assurance.  Luke,
however, throws me a curve ball.  I am beginning to think about angels heralding the birth of Jesus
and he reminds us of all sorts of dark and ominous things pertaining to the end of the age and Jesus’
return.  I want to see a bright star shining over a stable in Bethlehem and Luke has Jesus tell us to
look at the sun and moon and stars which will explain the distress and confusion among the nations.
I want to close my eyes to the strains of “Silent Night,” but Luke’s Jesus warns me to remain alert
so that I can escape the tribulation that is to come.  Luke’s ominous message on this first Sunday of



1Emory Gillespie, “Living by the Word: December 2, 2012,” The Christian Century (November 28, 2012): 20.

Advent does not sound at all like the light and airy messages I hear in shopping centers and on the
radio.

I know that throughout history people have pointed to astronomical anomalies and predicted the
end of the earth.  Fortunately none of them have been right so far.  Of late, some people have gotten
excited about what they consider to be a Mayan prediction that the end of 2012 would mark the end
of the world.  We always live one day closer to Jesus return, but what does that mean for us?

Two thousand years ago the Hebrew people lived in a situation which has little to do with our
own.  Their land was occupied by a foreign army.  Laws were handed down by Caesar and carried
out by his appointed rulers like Herod.  The Hebrew people were oppressed, essentially captive in
their own country.  Many of them were poor and struggled daily to hold onto life.  In that context,
Jesus’ words of warning and watching make sense.  The Hebrew people longed for God to act in
their world and bring deliverance and relief.

While many people in the world live in similar circumstances or worse, I certainly have never
experienced anything near the struggles of the Hebrew people.  How do the words of this First
Sunday of Advent have anything to do with me?

Emory Gillespie, a pastor in Iowa, helped me find a way to relate to the message of this day and
to hold onto the hope that is the expectant surprise God offers to us today.

Gillespie writes about an incident that occurred many years ago when her son was two years old.
On a cold, rainy afternoon the day before Thanksgiving, she and her son drove to a nearby town to
run an errand.  She is not clear about what happened, but it appears that her need to hurry and the
freezing rain on the road combined into an horrific car accident.  The people in the van she rear-
ended were not hurt, but her son was seriously injured.  A truck driver pulled them from the
wreckage and put them in his rig.  In the dark, freezing haze that enveloped her, she recalls thinking,
“Something had better interrupt this scene, and it’d better be immediate, and it’d better be big.”  As
she worried about her son, she heard sirens coming closer.  To her they sounded, not like the
screeching warning signals of danger; rather, to her they sounded like a symphony, a beautiful sound
signaling help and hope and rescue.1

In the aftermath of the accident, with her son’s life hanging in the balance, Emory Gillespie was
the Hebrew people in exile, longing for God’s deliverance.  She was a frightened mother in Nazareth
praying that God will send help to his people.  She was the collective voice of all people who have
nowhere else to turn and beg God for help.  For her, those sirens were the angelic voices of God’s
heralds proclaiming God’s incarnation.  The men and women who nursed her son back to health
were Christ to her.

I suspect that most of us have some experience in our background when we longed to hear sirens
or see a rescuer arrive on the scene.  We have all stared at the ceiling through a long night and
prayed, “How long, O Lord, how long?”  Whatever the trauma or challenge, we understand what it
is to need and expect help and to be delightfully surprised when it comes.

Jeremiah reminds us that God will surely keep his promise, and we believe that he will.  Jesus
tells us to look and listen for the signs of his return.  They will not be so different from what we have
seen and heard before, but they will surprise us, nonetheless, when we realize that Christ has come
to our lives.

We look around and see the wreck that the world is today.  Like that 100 car pile-up in Texas a
week or so ago, we see nations that are smashed up by war and political struggle.  We see countries
that are ravaged by poverty and disease.  We see people longing for freedom, praying for deliverance,
begging for a better life.  And we hear that God in Christ is coming.



We hope and we believe and we are surprised when God comes through, not because we do not
expect him to, but because God’s ways are always more spectacular than we could have imagined.
The Hebrews expected a Messiah who would be a mighty warrior.  God came as a baby born in a
stable.  The Jews longed for someone who would overthrow the Romans and liberate them from
political oppression.  Jesus came to deliver us from our sin and to relieve us from every kind of
oppression.  The Jews hoped that God would not forget them and God came and lived among them,
sharing their lives, and leading the way to life eternal.  We call out for help and God is always our
first responder.

As I mentioned earlier, some people interpret the Mayan Calender to indicate the end of the
world in a few weeks.  Most Mayan scholars, however, disagree with this interpretation and suggest
that, if anything, 2012 marks the end of one cycle and the beginning of another, likely better era–a
cause for celebration, if anything.  Some people interpret Jesus’ words in Luke to signal a
cataclysmic end to the world as we know it.  Others, however, hear in his words the good news that
he has not left us alone and will return to help us make life right again.  Advent reminds us that God
comes.  He comes to us.  That is our hope.  That is our expectation.  That is the surprise that makes
every day a joyous celebration of God’s love for us.  Come, Lord Jesus.  Come!

CONFESSION OF FAITH
Leader: Let us decorate this tree with symbols of our faith.

The Chrismons we use represent the life and inspiration of the church in times past, the
witness of the church today, and the hope of the church for generations to come.

People: As we share these symbols, let us confess what we believe.
Leader: We believe in God.
People: Father, Creator, Sustainer.
Leader: And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
People: Alpha and Omega, Light of light, Prince of Peace, King of kings, Lord of lords.

Immanuel: God with us.
Leader: Jesus!  Born of the virgin Mary, born in Bethlehem, cradled in a manger.  Heralded by

shepherds, Magi, and angelic hosts.
People: Glory to God in the highest and on earth . . . peace.
Leader: We believe in the Holy Spirit.
People: Comforter, Heavenly Dove, Spirit of Love.
Leader: We believe in the church.
People: The Body of Christ, the communion of the saints, the people of God.
Leader: We believe in the Word of Life.
People: Sent from God: living, transforming, and challenging.
Leader: We believe that Christ has conquered life and death.
People: That he was crucified, dead, and buried: the Lamb of God who takes away the

sins of the world.
Leader: We believe in the resurrection.
People: Offering life everlasting!
Leader: Bursting forth with hope!
People: Hallelujah!
Leader: Let us offer our lives to God.
People: In gratitude for the gift of love and life, we offer ourselves to God.  Amen.

RECESSIONAL CAROL 148:  “O Come, All Ye Faithful” Adeste Fidelis

BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE

ORGAN POSTLUDE:  Toccata sur Ave Maris Stella Flor Peeters

The poinsettias and wreaths that adorn the sanctuary and the doors of the church
are given to the glory of God and in memory or in honor of loved ones.

THE MINISTRY OF WORSHIP
Jody C. Wright Elizabeth Edwards Amy Shortt
 Senior Minister Associate Minister Minister of Music
Madison Costa Mark Gansor Marrena Boistard

Acolyte Organist Crucifer


