
Lakeside Sermons
Lakeside Baptist Church • Rocky Mount, North Carolina

Jody C. Wright, Senior Minister

NOVEMBER 24, 2013
CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY

Let Us Be . . . Excellent in our Service
Luke 10:25-37; I Corinthians 12:31-13:13

The perspective of a child really is different from that of an adult. 
Objects seem larger, the world seems smaller, and time seems to go more
slowly.  I imagine that to Elizabeth, Maggie, and Matthew this sanctuary feels
enormous while to most of us it is a perfectly comfortable size.  If I were to
describe my earliest memories of my home church, you would think I grew up
attending Westminster Cathedral.  My childhood perspective on church was
not altogether accurate.

For instance, I remember as a child being confused at the conclusion
of every worship service at the First Baptist Church of Chester, South
Carolina.  Perhaps some of you–children and adults–share that same feeling
here!  As a child I was confused because printed at the bottom of every order
of worship were two phrases.  On the left hand side of the page were the
words, “End of Worship.”  And on the opposite side of the page were the
words, “Beginning of Service.”  As a young child, just beginning to read, and
having a limited vocabulary, I was confused.  The two phrases seemed
contradictory.  I knew that every Sunday morning following Sunday School we
gathered in the sanctuary for a worship service, so when I followed the order
of worship and heard the benediction, I understood what “End of Worship”
meant.  But that phrase on the other side of the page–“Beginning of Service”–
seemed to indicate that we were ready to gear up again.  For a child who was
already restless and eager to get outside, the prospect of sitting through
another worship service was not on my agenda!

I was a child and my understanding of the noun “service” was rather
limited.  Obviously I learned that the word can mean not only an experience
of religious worship but also putting into practice what worship has prompted
us to do.  Thus I learned that the experience of worship can end and the
process of serving others can begin simultaneously.

End of worship.  Beginning of service.  Those two little phases at the
bottom of the order of worship provided me with one of my first theological
lessons.  Some of you encountered it as the line which you saw each week
printed at the bottom of your offering envelopes: “Come to worship.  Depart



to serve.”  For thirty-two years it was the admonition Gaylord Lehman offered
to this congregation Sunday by Sunday: “Come to worship . . . go now to a
responsible involvement in the world.”  To a child the two acts may seem
incongruous.  To a growing Christian, it is the heart of the Gospel.

Worship is the most important thing we do as Christians; it informs and
influences everything else we do.  Worship is our adoration of God, our
gratitude for the grace we have received.  Sharing the Gospel is our response
to this grace and an expression of compassion for all of God’s children.

Obviously, the juxtaposition of those phrases I encountered in the
church of my childhood can be confusing.  Worship, as the most important
thing we do, should never end.  Our adoration of our heavenly Parent and
expressions of gratitude for all God does for us should continue past noon on
Sunday.  Likewise, our ministry is not something we start and stop.  It is who
we are.  We are “little Christs” and therefore service is the character of our
lives.  There should be no starting or stopping points.

A perfect example of this truth plays out in the popular parable of the
Good Samaritan.  A student of the Law, someone steeped in the stories,
traditions, and rules of the Hebrew faith, asked Jesus how one gains eternal
life.  Knowing that he was a studious fellow, Jesus asked him what he had
learned from the Law, and the man promptly recited verses from
Deuteronomy 6 and Leviticus 19 as if he were in a Bible drill:  “You shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.”1  Jesus
congratulated him on his good memory and told him to follow those
commands and he would live.  When our minds are already made up, even
the simplest of answers is not satisfying, and the man challenged Jesus to
clarify what he meant by “neighbor.”  Luke has already clued us into the fact
that this man was trying to trap Jesus and discredit him.  He wanted to show
off his own debating skills and back Jesus into a corner.  He knew what it
meant to love God and neighbor, but he wanted Jesus to say something
ridiculous that would turn his listeners against him.

For many of us, love suggests warm, compelling feelings toward
another person, someone we like.  We know what it feels like to love our
parents and children, a spouse or partner, a relative or a special friend. 
Biblical love, however, is far more than feelings.  It is generous and tenacious,
courageous and unfailing, open-minded and hopeful.  Biblical love is extended

1cf. Deuteronomy 6:4-5 and Leviticus 19:18.

2



not only to kin and friends, but to enemies as well.  The two people you would
expect to stop and help a fellow Jew who was mortally wounded passed by
him.  The priest and the Levite went on their way while the most unlikely of
people–a Samaritan–stopped to help.  Samaritans were considered by Jews
to be half-breeds, apostates, and heretics for they believed the Samaritans
had fallen away from the true faith when so many of the Jews were taken into
exile.  Samaritans did not believe one had to worship in the temple in
Jerusalem.  They did not believe you had to marry another purebred Jew. 
They did not believe that it was better to keep yourself ritually clean than to
help a poor soul who was wounded and dying in a ditch on the side of the
road.  A Samaritan was the most unlikely person to help a wounded Jew and
yet he was the neighbor who demonstrated mercy.  A Samaritan was the one
who deserved the love of the arrogant student of the law who was more
concerned about the law than he was about the truth of God’s love.

This story is a good companion to the Apostle Paul’s “hymn to love”
which we just heard and practically know by heart.  After writing his friends in
Corinth about the various gifts God gives to each of us and how important
each individual is to the makeup of the Church, Paul urged them to strive for
the greater gifts and then said, “I will show you a still more excellent way.” 
That more excellent way is the service of love.

We hear this text at most wedding celebrations and sometimes at
funerals.  It is perfect for special occasions because of its poetic character,
but it is really a text for ordinary days.  By that I mean that this description of
the nature of love is what we ought to hear every day because it is in day to
day living that the character of our love is truly tested.  Did you pick up on the
adjectives Paul chooses to describe love: patient and kind but not envious or
boastful, neither arrogant nor rude, irritable, or resentful.  This love of which
he speaks rejoices in truth.  It bears, believes, hopes, and endures all things. 
It is unending.  The priest and the Levite had no patience for the wounded
man on the side of the road, but they probably boasted about their ritual
cleanliness when they served at the temple.  You could call it rude to ignore
a dying man, though other words would be more fitting.  His presence might
have irritated them and caused resentment less they be delayed in fulfilling
their duties.  They certainly had no capacity to endure the inconvenience of
caring for a dying man.

On the other hand, by his acts of service to the wounded Jewish man,
the Samaritan embodied all of these characteristics of love.  His actions were
risky for his own welfare could have been at stake.  They were costly for he
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gave his time and energy and resources to care for the man.  They were bold
for he had plenty of room for negative and hurtful thoughts about Jews and
the ways in which they mistreated him and his people.  They were Christlike
for his acts of mercy embodied the spirit of Jesus’ own sacrificial love.  They
were loving for it was the excellent way of service.

So it must be with us.  We come to worship.  We come to express our
gratitude and faithfulness to God.  We come to be prepared and directed to
serve because that is the life we have chosen as children of God.  We
worship and then we depart to serve in love which demands everything we
have because God has given us all that we need.

Let us be . . . Excellent in Our Service because we are no longer
children in the faith.  We understand the call of Christ on our lives and we
respond in merciful love.  Amen.

�     �     �     �     �

Let Us Be Committed: A Homily on Stewardship

This fall our stewardship emphasis has been shaped by the phrase, “Let
Us Be . . . .”  It suggests a focus on our aspirations, our dedication, and our
commitment as a family of faith.  Who are we?  What do we want to become? 
What will we be?

Let us be . . . United in our Purpose.  I will address this matter more fully
in the sermon, but suffice it to say that the true calling of the Church is to
worship and to serve.  Within these two fundamentals of our faith are endless
possibilities and opportunities, many of them included in the programs and
activities we fund through our budget.

Let Us Be . . . Appreciative of Our Gifts.  We are a people abundantly
blessed.  The accumulation of skills, talents, knowledge, insights, energy,
time, and resources within this congregation is astounding and is possible
only because each one of us is included.  Do not make the mistake of thinking
you can bow out of the picture because you don’t sing or teach, organize or
do crafts.  In his letter to the believers in Corinth, the Apostle Paul answered
those flimsy excuses by pointing out that just as every part of our physical
bodies is valuable and serves a purpose, so also every one of us as a part of
the Body of Christ is valuable and useful (I Corinthians 12).
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This past week I read an Upper Room devotional written by a fellow
named Robert G. Farmer.  Reflecting on the prologue to the Gospel of
Matthew which lists Jesus’ family lineage, Mr. Farmer said,

There they are, in the first chapter of Matthew’s Gospel, all 44
of them—some tall, some short, some Jewish, some Gentile, some
righteous, some not.  But one thing in particular united them all: they
were all in the lineage of Jesus.  How can that be?  One is even from
Moab!  One is an adulterer and murderer!  And what about that
Canaanite prostitute?  She’s there too.

So what does all this tell us?  Surely God can use anyone to
accomplish God’s perfect will.  This powerful truth tells me that I do
not have to be tall to be useful to God.  I do not have to be strong or
attractive to be chosen for work in God’s kingdom.  I don’t even have
to be exceptionally smart.  If I trust and obey, God can do anything
through me.  May we all strive to live for Jesus and not ourselves so
that our lives will clearly say, “My God can do anything through
anyone, because my God is Lord of all!”2

If we agree with Mr. Farmer that “God can do anything through anyone,”
then we also have to agree that the only obstacle to what God can accomplish
on earth is me or you if we fail to serve.

Let Us Be . . . Excellent in Our Service.  If there is any term that
characterizes the way in which we go about our ministry as a congregation,
it is “excellence.”  We strive to do everything that we do to the best of our
ability, believing that God and the people we serve deserve our best efforts. 
We smile to ourselves when we talk about doing things “The Lakeside Way”
and probably teeter on the brink of the sin of pridefulness from time to time. 
Yet, it is true that we want to do our best, to be at our best, in everything God
calls us to do.

That is why I find it ironic that we strive for excellence in every way save
one.  When it comes to stewardship, we do not always set our standards high. 
We all know that there is a rule of thumb among churches and other non-profit
organizations which states that, in general, twenty-percent of the people do
eighty percent of the work and twenty percent of the people give eighty
percent of the funds.  I would challenge that first statistic, because our

2Robert G. Farmer, “The Begat-itudes,” November 21, 2013, Copyright ©2013 by The Upper Room,
a ministry of GBOD. All rights reserved. 
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congregation is very active and you are eager to jump in and help when called
upon.  Our rate of involvement is very high, and I am grateful to you for that.

In terms of our sharing the responsibility of funding our ministries,
however, we fall right in with the majority of religious and civic groups.  The
fact is that a smaller percentage of our members give a proportionately higher
amount of our offerings.  There are a multitude of factors that determine how
much each of us gives.  I understand that fact.  I realize that circumstances
change frequently and sometimes dramatically from year to year.  I sincerely
believe that each of us has to take into account all of our financial obligations
when deciding where and how we will spend our money.  I also know that we
generally find a way to pay for the things that matter most to us, whatever
those things may be.  And I know that we can do better.  Instead of holding
the line or cutting back on ministries, we ought to be expanding the ways in
which we reach out to this community.  Instead of twenty percent of our folks
giving eighty percent of the funds, one hundred percent of us ought to be
donating one hundred percent of the offerings.  In other words, we ought to
each be doing what we are able to do to fund our ministries.  That would be
excellence in service.  Let us all be committed!
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November 24, 2013 Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

How often it is that we dwell on the inconveniences and challenges of
life, O God, rather than being mindful of the abundance of your blessings to
us.  But we come to worship this day and in this season with hearts
overflowing with gratitude because of all of the gifts with which you have
graced our lives.  In the past week alone, many of us have enjoyed the
support and companionship of family and friends; an excess of food and other
comforts; the satisfaction of meaningful work as well as time for rest and play;
the freedom to make choices and express our opinions; opportunities to
worship, to reflect, to enjoy things of beauty; and countless other blessings
which enrich our days but which often pass us by unnoticed and
unappreciated.  May we offer all that we have and all that we are, not only in
this season but indeed each day of our lives, both in grateful response for
your generosity and in humble acknowledgment that every moment we enjoy
is a gift from you.

Even as we offer our praise and gratitude, Loving God, we recognize
that ours is a world where many suffer more pain than we are likely to
experience and have needs greater than we can comprehend.  Give us
compassionate hearts, creative minds, and willing hands that we might do the
work of loving others in your name.  When we experience good health, help
us to remember those who suffer.  When we gather with those who love us,
help us to remember those who are lonely.  When we have enough to eat,
help us to remember those who are hungry. When we are tired from our work,
help us to remember those who are jobless.  When we come in out of the
cold, help us to remember those who are homeless.  When we enjoy
moments of quiet rest, help us to remember those whose nations are filled
with the sounds of war.  May we work to create in our world, in our community
and in our lives a welcome place for all who are in need of your light and hope
and peace.  In the name of Jesus the Christ by whose life we are inspired and
by whose death and resurrection we are redeemed, we offer these and all our
prayers.  Amen.

Elizabeth J. Edwards
Associate Minister


