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God’s Delight
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31; John 1:1-14

Does not wisdom call, 
and does not understanding raise her voice?
On the heights, beside the way,
at the crossroads she takes her stand;
beside the gates in front of the town,
at the entrance of the portals she cries out:
"To you, O people, I call,
and my cry is to all that live.

The Lord created me at the beginning of his work,
the first of his acts of long ago.
Ages ago I was set up,
at the first, before the beginning of the earth.
When there were no depths I was brought forth,
when there were no springs abounding with water.
Before the mountains had been shaped,
before the hills, I was brought forth—
when he had not yet made earth and fields,
or the world's first bits of soil.
When he established the heavens, I was there,
when he drew a circle on the face of the deep,
when he made firm the skies above,
when he established the fountains of the deep,
when he assigned to the sea its limit,
so that the waters might not transgress his command,
when he marked out the foundations of the earth, then I was
beside him, like a master worker;
and I was daily his delight,
rejoicing before him always,
rejoicing in his inhabited world
and delighting in the human race. Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31



Writing to his young protégé in the ministry, the Apostle Paul reminded
him that “All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof,
for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs
to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work” (II Timothy 3:16-17). 
That is why we value our Bible so much and why we should allow it to help us
as we grow in faith.

In one sense, the purpose of scripture is to help us answer two
questions: “Who is God?” and “Who are we in relations to God?”  To that
extent, the Bible is the story of God’s relationship with his people.  Thankfully,
that story continues to be written in our lives today.

A long time ago, in the fourth century, leaders in the Church, concerned
that there be agreement among believers about who God is in order to avoid
false and misleading teachings, met to discuss the core beliefs of the
Christian faith.  One of the significant results of that gathering was the
Doctrine of the Trinity.

Basically, the Doctrine of the Trinity holds that in an effort to help us
understand God, God revealed himself in three primary ways: as Father or
Creator, as Son or Word, and as Spirit or Advocate, .  Scripture never speaks
of the Trinity as such, but the story unfolds that way.  That is why we often
speak of there being one God revealed in three personalities.

For many years, when Trinity Sunday rolled around, I did my best to try
and explain concept of our faith.  There is some merit to that attempt, but also
some dangers.  We run the risk of confusing one another when we talk about
a divine reality in exclusively human terms.  And we run the risk of assuming
that we can fully explain who God is. 

Some of you probably read the op/ed page of last Sunday’s edition of
The Telegram.  If not, I commend it to you.  On the bottom, left hand section
of the page is a thoughtful article by Kathryn Lopez about a book by Chris
Arnade titled, Dignity: Seeing Respect in Back Row America.  Ms. Lopez
reports that the book is about paying attention to all of the people in the world
who have no voice, no power, and little hope that things will get better.  It
reminds me of how God listened to the cries of the Hebrew people and set
them free from bondage.

After traveling the country and talking with people who live in places that
most of us would dare never visit, Mr. Arnade discovered something that
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surprised him.  For all of the hardship, oppression, abuse, struggle, and
stigma people lived with, there was also “a sustaining faith” that held them. 
It was not the kind of faith that uses God to get what is desired.  It was a
deeper, stronger, experience of faith than he had ever witnessed.  What he
learned by encountering this faith is that it requires a sense of humility that he
had not possessed.

In many ways, I think faithful humility is what this day is about.  I could
stand here and try to lay out an explanation of the Doctrine of the Trinity and
why it is essential for our faith today, but the truth is that I cannot explain it to
you.  No one truly can.  I don’t think it can be explained.  It is an important part
of our faith and I rely on it to help me understand God, but there are gaps and
questions that I cannot fill or answer–nor do I have to.

God’s story–and ours–is a story of relationship.  So today, I invite us all
to step into the mystery of that story and remember how and why God loves
us.

This morning in our Call to Worship, we recited the words of Psalm 8,
that majestic song which acknowledges God’s creativity in the world and
God’s affection and respect for us as partners in creation.  In the poetic and
philosophical words from the Gospel of John, we heard Jesus described as
the Word which God spoke when the world was created.  Out of God’s great
love for us, that same creative Word came to live among us as one of us so
that we might better understand who God is.

Just now we heard that passage from the Book of Proverbs which tells
another version of the creation story, this time identifying the Word as
Wisdom or, you might say, the Spirit of God.

Like the stories in Genesis and the beginning of the Gospel of John, this
passage in Proverbs is a beautiful telling of the wonder of creation.  God is
getting started and invites Wisdom to help on this project.  It is an ancient
picture of the world that is drawn, but no less sophisticated in its
understanding of God.  I love how God is described as kneeling beside the
“face of the deep,” the primordial stew out of which all life will spring.  God
takes his finger and draws a great big circle which becomes the horizon. 
Then God places an enormous bowl upside down so that the rim fits neatly
into that circle.  That bowl is the sky which is in place and equipped for light
and darkness, rain and wind and storm.  Next, God builds the foundations of
the earth on which everything will stand and decides where the oceans and
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rivers will be and makes certain the waters are contained.  At every step in the
process, God’s helper, Wisdom, the Word, is there, a master builder, and
God’s delight.  It is a wonderful image.

We all know that there is little fact in that story–our world is far from
being a three-layered terrarium–but there is absolute truth in it.  And for me,
the best part is the very end of this account when Wisdom says, “I was daily
his delight, rejoicing before him always, rejoicing in his inhabited world and
delighting in the human race” (vv. 30b-31).

For me, the benefit of thinking about God in terms of the Trinity is that
it reveals the pure delight God takes in his creation and especially in us.  On
this Father’s Day, we celebrate our fathers who helped to give us life, who
provided for us and guided us into adulthood, and who stand with us as long
as they are with us.  Granted, not all of us fill that role as we should.  I have
never known a man who felt that he was the father he should have been, but
we strive to do the best we can.  The image of God as Father or Heavenly
Parent is a good one.  We think of the ways in which God gave life to
humanity and then provided all that we could possibly need in life.  The story
of God’s relationship with the Hebrew people is a story of persistence in
shaping a people who are good and confident, prudent and resourceful,
faithful and generous.  As a father raises children to take their place in the
world, God provided for and guided the Children of Israel to take their place
in the world he had created for them.  Today, let the wonder of a parent’s love
help you understand God’s love for you.

God’s incarnation as Jesus was a bold move to say the least.  Other
ancient people had stories of their gods coming to earth, but rarely did those
encounters go well for humanity.  The story of Jesus is a story of God’s taking
off the robes of divinity and putting on the work clothes of humanity.  It was
a daring move which proved dangerous on many levels.  It was a courageous
move which proved the love of God beyond any shadow of doubt.

Most of us heard of the young lady who was attacked by a shark while
swimming in the waters off our coast last week.  I happened to see a report
of the press conference in which her doctors and nurse talking about the
heroism of her father and the astounding attitude of this young lady who lost
a leg and suffered severe injury to her hands.  It was the father’s story,
however, which each of us should hear.
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As soon as he realized the danger his daughter was in, her father
rushed into the water.  He hit the shark repeatedly on the snout to make it
release her.  Then he carried her to shore and to get help.  The entire time,
however, he repeated to his daughter, “I love you!  I love you!  I love you!”  He
admitted that he feared she would not survive and, above all else, he wanted
her to know that he loved her.

I could not help but think of the parallel of God the Father coming to us
as Jesus to live joyfully among us.  But when the danger to our lives was
evident, God in Christ rescued us, all the time reminding us: “I love you!  I love
you!”  God did what that father on the beach did–anything necessary to
protect and save his child.  Today, let the sacrificial love of God remind you
of how special you are.

Our earthly parents cannot stay with us forever, though we wish they
could.  Those of us who have said goodbye to parents often wish they were
still nearby to offer advice, give support, or just share one more hug. 
Apparently God understands that need that we have and promised never to
leave us alone.  Through the gift of the Spirit, God dwells with us day by day. 
God’s Spirit is pervasive so that we are aware of God’s presence in many
ways.  When we worship, we sense God is with us.  When we read and study
scripture, God’s Spirit helps us toward greater understanding.  When we pray,
God’s Spirit reminds us of the care and provision God offers.  When we spend
time together, enjoying one another or working together to meet human need,
God’s Spirit is with us as the energizing presence that fuels our passion. 
Today, take time to be still and aware that God is with you and loves you.

Today, as we celebrate the many ways God reveals himself to us, allow
yourself the privilege, not so much of understanding God, but of experiencing
the mystery of God’s love for you.  Allow yourself the opportunity to think of
all the ways God nudges you to make you aware that you are not alone. 
Think of God as Father, Son, and Spirit.  Think of God as Creator, Redeemer,
and Sustainer.  Think of God as Parent, Brother, Companion.  Today, think
of God and remember that since the beginning, God takes delight in you. 
Thanks be to God!  Amen.
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June 19, 2019 Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God of grace and truth, who is our Creator, Redeemer and Friend, your
word tells us that you are like a parent who guides and corrects, who protects
and nurtures.  We praise you, O Lord, because we have been called to be
your children, heirs of a covenant you established so that we might live in
loving relationship with you.   You have offered us your mercy and surrounded
us with your love.  You have filled our lives with gracious gifts that bring joy
and abundance to our days.  You have granted us opportunities for work and
play, for worship and service, which bring meaning and purpose for us and for
those whose lives we touch.  For these and all of your generous gifts, O God,
we offer our thanks and praise.

God of mercy, on this day when we show appreciation for our fathers,
we are thankful for those who have loved and nurtured us, for the fathers who
have helped to prepare us for the living of this life and have taught us well the
lessons we will need for the journey.  We mourn for those fathers and children
who suffer broken relationships and pray for healing to begin.  We pray for
mercy for those who watch their aging fathers struggle  and feel helpless to
relieve their pain.  We ask your blessing for those whose fathers are no longer
with them, that they might find comfort in wisdom shared and memories held
dear.   May we all seek ways to strengthen our bonds, and with your
guidance, build relationships that will be a secure and positive influence in our
lives, in the lives of our children, and in the life of this community.  Create,
redeem, sustain us now, O God who is Father, Son, and Spirit, that we might
reflect your love to all who need to know of your goodness and grace.  In the
name of the Creator who fashioned us, the Christ who redeems us, and the
Spirit who empowers us, we offer these and all our prayers.  Amen.

Elizabeth J. Edwards
Associate Minister


