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Praying for Lakeside
Luke 24:44-53; Acts 1:6-14

I don’t know if you pay attention to sermon titles or not.  I hope you do
because I try to come up with something that will capture not only the spirit of
the sermon but your imagination as well.  I want you to think ahead of the
sermon.  That is one reason the sermon title, scripture lessons, and anthems
are listed in The Link each week.  It is always my hope that you will read the
lessons ahead of time (I know a few of you who do!).  I want you to remember
the anthems that are familiar and anticipate the ones that are new.  I also
want you to read the sermon titles and think, “Where in the world is he going
with this one?”  Admittedly, there are some weeks when the title changes
between Wednesday morning and Friday when the order of worship is printed. 
On those occasions, I want you to wonder why.  In short, I want you thinking
ahead of me before you sit down in the pew on Sunday morning.  You may
risk serious disappointment, I know, but if the sermon you imagine in your
mind is more inspiring than the one I actually preach, then all the better!  In
an odd sort of way, I have done my job well!

Assuming–or hoping–that you at least read the title of today’s sermon
no later than two minutes ago, what do you think about the phrase, “Praying
for Lakeside”?  We are fairly conditioned in our particular culture and tradition
to understand that most often when we are asked to pray for an individual or
group it is because there is a particular need–frequently an urgent need. 
Someone is ill.  The homeless shelter needs more space.  Missionaries are
in danger in Ukraine.  A sister congregation is searching for a new pastor.  A
friend is going through a divorce.  A school has suffered the horror of a violent
attack.  Generally when someone asks us to pray for an individual, a group,
or an institution it is because something troubling is going on and God’s
intervention is needed now!

Fortunately, Lakeside is not in trouble.  We have our challenges, to be
certain: finding the right volunteers to teach Sunday School, choosing the best
people to serve on committees, financially supporting our ministries so that
we can do all that we are called to do.  We are a healthy and vibrant
congregation, so Lakeside does not need the kind of prayers we offer on
behalf of someone who is sick or an organization that is in danger of failing.



We are also often asked to pray that special needs will be met.  A
church will pray for a new pastor who will be a good fit for their congregation. 
We may pray, as we did about fifteen years ago, for a shelter for homeless
families.  We might pray for the best qualified and well-suited candidates to
be elected to public office.  A community might pray for a clinic to meet the
particular needs of an under served population.  We might pray for a group
of committed leaders to rise up and guide the community.  We might ask for
wisdom in making decisions critical to the future of our community, for a
ministry opportunity in another land or around the corner, for a new business
to make our community its home.  We regularly pray for peace, for an end to
war, for a solution to poverty, for a cure for cancer.  We pray for things that we
need but do not now have.

We do not need to pray for Lakeside in that way.  For our benefit and,
I think, the good of the community, Lakeside has been here for fifty-nine
years.  Its founding was, in fact, an answer to prayer to meet a specific need. 
As young people settled down after the war (that would be World War II), as
they began to sense the fresh needs of a changing community, people prayed
for a vision of a new congregation which would serve the practice of faith for
years to come.

Folks with names like Robbins, Hicks, Gorham, Henry, and Sugg,
Murchison, Kincheloe, Godwin, Hayworth, Tuttle, and Waters, Scott, Stancil,
Allen, Merrill, Joyner, and Spence, along with others, uttered those nascent
prayers and on June 5, 1955, 252 Charter Members responded.  Lakeside
was born–as Clarence Godwin liked to say–“fully grown.”  Many others of you
quickly caught the spirit and joined shortly thereafter.

When we pray for Lakeside, we do not have to whisper a prayer of
longing for a house of worship that we do not yet have.  For nearly six
decades, God has blessed us beyond measure through the ministry of this
family of faith.  That prayer was answered long ago.

So what do we mean by “Praying for Lakeside”?  Look back for a
moment to the first believers.  Jesus was with them.  Praying for the Messiah
to come was no longer a need.  God had fulfilled that prayer in Jesus Christ. 
The fear, anxiety, and uncertainty of the Crucifixion were answered by the
triumph of the Resurrection.  Jesus’ appearances to his followers assured
them that they were not alone.  The crisis was over.
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In today’s lessons we find the disciples with Jesus for the final time. 
They have returned to a familiar spot, a place of prayer, and, now, of farewell
and challenge.  It is the occasion of what we know as the Ascension when
Jesus took his leave of the disciples and returned to his unity with the Father
and the Spirit.

It is a fantastical story as are many others in scripture.  As we discussed
a few weeks ago, the point of these post-resurrection stories is not so much
the supernatural aspect of what happened as it is the physicality of Jesus to
whom they–and we–reach out to touch in faith.

Did Jesus float up into the sky Mary Poppins style?  We don’t know. 
The text certainly gives that impression, doesn’t it?  Perhaps Jesus suddenly
disappeared or walked off into the sunrise so that it appeared as if he were
walking into the bright light of heaven.  What is ultimately important for us to
know is that it was time for Jesus to move out of the way and allow his
followers to fulfill what had been God’s dream for centuries beginning with
Abraham and Sarah whom he told:

“Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house
to the land that I will show you.  I will make of you a great nation,
and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will
be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and the one who
curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall
be blessed.” (Genesis 12:1-3)

Jesus said stated it another way as recorded in Matthew’s Gospel:
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.
And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Matthew 28:18a-20

After Jesus left them, what did the disciples do?  Other than standing
in awe, staring at the point they last saw him, they prayed.  In the Book of
Acts, Luke tells us that they returned immediately to the upper room where
they had been staying and devoted themselves to prayer.  In his Gospel
account, Luke informs us that thereafter they went every day to the temple to
pray.
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What did they pray?  They prayed the prayers they knew, the prayers
they had been taught.

They prayed the sacred Shema, recited by every Jew:

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone.  You
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your might” (Deuteronomy 6:4-5).

They prayed psalms of comfort and praise:

“The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want . . . .” Psalm 23:1

“The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear .
. . . Psalm 27:1

“Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient
doors! that the King of glory may come in.” Psalm 24.7

They prayed new prayers taught them by Jesus himself:

“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.”  Matthew
6:9

”I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of
those who will believe in me through their word, that they may all
be one.  As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also
be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 
The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they
may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they
may become completely one, so that the world may know that you
have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 
John 17:20-23

“My Father, . . .  your will be done.” Matthew 26:42

The disciples prayed.  They prayed with thanksgiving, praise, and joy. 
They prayed for the future, for inspiration, for guidance, and for resources to
carry forth what Jesus had begun.  They prayed for the Church which was
about to be born a few days later on Pentecost.  Ultimately, however, they
prayed with their lives.
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Praying for Lakeside is praying as did those earliest believers.  It is
offering thanksgiving for what God has done these past fifty-nine years.  It is
lifting praise for our ministry in this community, for the programs and activities
that have passed on faith from generation to generation, and for the outreach
which has shared God’s redemptive love in tangible ways.

Praying for Lakeside is praying for what is yet to be.  It is seeking a
vision and the inspiration to transform that vision into reality.  It is asking for
guidance and the energy and resources to go wherever God leads us and do
whatever God asks of us.  Ultimately, as the disciples discovered, praying for
Lakeside is more than whispers and words.  It is action and involvement.

Archbishop Desmond Tutu writes of a church in Rome which has within
it a statue of Christ with no arms.  “When you ask why,” he says, “you are told
that it shows how God relies on us, His human partners, to do His work for
Him.  Without us, God has no eyes; without us, God has no ears; without us,
God has no arms.  God waits upon us, and relies on us.”1

Frequently throughout the year, we leave from this sacred place hearing
these words: “May our hands, which have been folded in prayer, become the
answer to the prayers we have made.”  That is how four generations of
Lakesiders have prayed for, have prayed on behalf of, this congregation and
her ministry.  Praying for Lakeside means unfolding our hands and wrapping
them around some aspect of ministry.  It means appreciating the past and
what we have learned from it and paying attention to the past in regard to
what it reveals about the future.  It means recognizing and anticipating the
needs around us so that we can meet them in a generous and hospitable
way.

Praying for Lakeside means putting feet to our prayers–the ones we
have learned well and the ones on which we are still working.  That inspired
group of folks who first discussed the nudges of God on the sidewalk in front
of First Baptist Church did not merely pray, “God lead us.”  They got busy and
organized, investigated, and acted.  They prayed for Lakeside by making this
congregation a reality.  For fifty-nine years now, faithful people in this place
have prayed for Lakeside with commitment, involvement, and generosity.

1Desmond Tutu, God Has a Dream: A Vision of Hope for Our Time (New York: Image
Books/Doubleday, 2005), 60.
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That is how we must continue to pray for Lakeside–with heart and head
and hands–fulfilling the call to minister in the name of Christ in this place.  We
pray for Lakeside–on behalf of Lakeside–by responding to the needs we
discover here and around the world.  We pray for Lakeside by living out our
faith in our homes, in our work and school, in our community, and throughout
the world.  Christ left us all with the mandate to pray with our lives and we
have been called to this place to be the children of God known as Lakeside. 
For the next fifty-nine years or one hundred and fifty-nine years or perhaps
simply for today, we must pray for Lakeside for God has asked us, along with
other believers the world over, to be God’s eyes and God’s ears, God’s voice
and God’s arms in this place.  And we must.  We must always . . . pray for
Lakeside.  Amen.
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June 1, 2014 Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God who has made yourself known in the events and circumstances of
our lives, today is a day when we remember and cherish the past.  We are
grateful that you have chosen to reveal yourself through the history of your
people and through the life of the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, and that
you have been lovingly and creatively  at work in the life of this church and in
each of our lives.  We rejoice in the memories we share with beloved friends
and we remember with fondness and gratitude those who have gone before
us.  Help us to learn from our past, that we might avoid repeating our
mistakes while salvaging what is good and honorable.

God of this present moment, continue to reassure us that you are with
us even now.  Enable us to respond to your call by responding to the needs
around our world and around our neighborhoods.  In this time and place, help
us to appreciate those who have touched our lives and have influenced and
moved us so deeply, so that we might follow their example in service to
others.  Teach us to be patient with one another, to reach out to those who
are suffering, to show mercy to others as you have shown mercy to us.

God of our continuing story, we know that you will be faithful to the
promises you have made.  In your Word, you promise to give us hope and a
future.  You promise that through you all things are possible and that you will
never leave us or forsake us.  In the last 59 years, we have been witnesses
to the marvelous ways that you have kept your promises in this place and
among this people.  We rejoice, O Lord, in your goodness and in your promise
of Resurrection and our inheritance as children of God.

God of our past, present and future, who was and is and always will be,
indwell and inspire us now as we celebrate the fellowship and ministry of this
church.  Bless our work together and strengthen our bonds that we might
continue to grow as the Body of Christ that you have called us to be.  May we
go from this place with renewed spirits and joyful hearts.  In the strong name
of Jesus Christ our Lord and by the power of your Holy Spirit, we offer these
and all our prayers.  Amen.

Elizabeth J. Edwards
Associate Minister
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