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THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

A Touch of Faith
I Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31

Poor Thomas.  He made one hasty statement, one assertion of his right
to see the evidence before he drew a conclusion, and he has paid for it ever
since.  Poor Doubting Thomas.

Poet D.S. Martin offers Thomas something of a break in a poem written
from Thomas’ point of view:

When Mary Magdalene     said she’d seen
the Lord     it was strangely disappointing
One of the worst women     saved from the street
to have been first     I knew it must be true
that’s just what he would do     but then
when I was the only one     to fight fear
& search for myself     the others lagging behind
it was like the soldier’s spear     went right through
me too     when I returned to hear 
the others bragging    (that was the worst)
that I was the only one     not to have been there
not to have seen where his hands were pierced
I went into denial     I won’t believe     I said
Anything less than my fingers in his wounds
won’t be enough     My words sounded odd
to my ears     A week later I was among
them when he appeared     & called my bluff
My Lord & my God     Conviction rolled off my tongue1

According to Martin, ego, rather than disbelief, might have been
Thomas’ sin, though we are no stranger to either.  Nevertheless, Thomas was
no more skeptical than the rest of the disciples who were, you will remember,
scared out of their wits and locked away in that upper room.  If he did not
believe at first that Jesus was alive, he certainly was not worried about the
consequences of being seen in Jerusalem and associated with Jesus.  At the

1D. S. Martin, “Thomas Didymus,” The Christian Century, (April 16, 2014): 32.



very least, perhaps Thomas was out and about trying to figure out what had
happened to Jesus’ body.

I say we give Thomas himself the benefit of the doubt and offer him a
break from criticism this year.  Instead, I suggest that we actually credit him
with doing something good by asking for hard evidence of Jesus’ resurrection. 
Thomas did us all a favor by reminding us that some people need a “touch of
faith” in order to believe.  To some extent, we all need to reach out and touch
the holy in order to be reassured and convinced that Christ is alive.

At the simplest level, many of us need a little help with our faith every
once in a while.  On a daily basis, in fact, most of us welcome a steadying
hand, a reassuring smile, or an encouraging word to remind us that God is
present and accounted for.  Day by day we encounter people who could use
some small kindness to remind them that the world is not such a bad place
after all, that not everyone they meet is out to get them, and that humanity,
God’s crowning creation, is, at its core, still basically good.

I was reminded last week how much a small act of kindness can mean
to someone else.  I was in the hospital and left a patient’s room to go
downstairs.  As I walked down the hall, I passed a lady who was also leaving
a room.  We spoke to one another and I proceeded on my way.

“Excuse me,” she said.  “Are you leaving the hospital?”
“Yes, Ma’am,” I replied.  
“Would you mind if I ride the elevator with you?” she asked.  “I don’t like

elevators and I really don’t like to get on them by myself.”
“I understand,” I said, “and I will be glad to have some company on the

ride down.”

We made the brief ride to the lobby, casually chatting, and said our
goodbyes as the doors closed behind us.  I walked away thinking how much
a small thing can mean to someone who otherwise might have to endure an
agonizing elevator ride alone or else wait patiently for someone to come along
and ride down with them.  How often in a single day can we do something
seemingly insignificant which is very significant to another person?  How can
a small act of kindness become a touch of faith to someone else?  When
other people reach out for help, we can show them Christlike kindness.  Jesus
was gracious to Thomas, neither scolding him for being absent the week
before nor berating him for his need to know.  He blessed him and offered a
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touch of grace.  Should we do anything less for the people who reach out to
us?

There are also times when people need a touch of faith in order to
reassure them that God is love and that religion is not an exclusive club from
which they are barred.  There are many instances in which bad religion turns
the aching hearts of searching people away.  Condemnation is not a
compelling invitation to faith.  When we struggle with understanding who we
are and who God is, we need a compassionate welcome rather than a
blistering diatribe about how sinful we are.  If we are struggling with sin, we
need to know that there is hope for our restoration to grace.  If we are
discovering who we are, we need to be reminded that we are a child of God
and loved because of it.

I had a friend in college who was just beginning to warm up to the
Gospel when a group of zealous young Christians got a hold of him and
pummeled him with the Bible.  Rather than introducing him to Christ who
loved him, they badgered him right into unbelief and made him to feel horrible
about himself.  The Gospel is good news and ought to be offered as such to
everyone.

Bad religion is also promoted by persons who would seek to gain
personally from it.  Shysters and hucksters are not new to religion, but they
certainly have gained a presence on the airwaves.  So called evangelists who
are preaching what is largely known as the “prosperity gospel” are peddling
nothing but lies and false hopes.  They line their pockets with the hard-earned
money of people who are desperate for help or looking for a ticket to Easy
Street.  The notion that seeding our faith with money so that we might reap
manifold rewards has nothing whatsoever to do with the Gospel of Jesus
Christ.  Jesus talked about giving up what we have for the sake of Christ.  In
fact, the happiest believers I have known have been people who gave away
their resources in order to see what good it might do.  I think of Mickey and
Jackie Bailey in our community who have founded Agape Village, an
orphanage in Zambia.  If you want to be around two extremely happy people,
talk to the Baileys about the children who now have a safe place to live and
learn and grow.

People need to see faith at work doing good things without thought of
self-gain.  They need to be able to reach out and touch Christ-like
compassion and conviction which yields a positive result in people’s lives.
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There are also people who need evidence of faith at work in the world. 
They need to be able to reach out and touch faith that is involved in the world
and not cloistered within the walls of a church building.  They need to see
faith that not only seeks converts through evangelism but also reaches out to
minister to the needs of a community.  Jesus made this point to his disciples
when he explained to them how their faith would lead them to action.  As
Matthew reported, Jesus indicated that at the end of the age, he would say,

‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was
naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of
me, I was in prison and you visited me.’  Then the righteous will
answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave
you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink?  And when
was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked
and gave you clothing?  And when was it that we saw you sick or
in prison and visited you?’  And the king will answer them, ‘Truly
I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are
members of my family, you did it to me.’ Matthew 25:34-40

Joseph S. Harvard III reminds us that:

You and I have a decision to make: either the facts of life
are set–you are born, you grow up, you live your life, and then you
die–and there is nothing to do but grab what you can in the time
you have left, or if the Resurrection makes a difference, if it is the
defining moment in human history, if the Lord is risen indeed, then
there is a whole other agenda set before us.  We have to decide
if we want to stay on this road of following him to the end.  If we
want to follow not just to the cross and to the empty tomb where
the women discover that Jesus was not there, but if we want to
follow him into the implications of the new reality, Jesus is risen.2

We demonstrate to the world that Jesus is risen when we take the
Gospel out of the church building and put it to work changing the world.  Last
Sunday morning, Andy Barker’s brother and sister-in-law talked to the
Discussion Sunday School Class about their ministry on Lake Nicaragua in

2Joseph S. Harvard III, “Preaching the Easter Texts: Can I Get a Witness?” Journal for Preachers,
T. Erskine Clarke and Walter Brueggemann, eds. (Easter 2014): 5.
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South America.  This ministry began when Joe was an architectural student
learning firsthand the effects of an earthquake and the best methods to
design sturdy buildings.  Years later they returned to make a difference in the
lives of the people who live on the tiny islands that dot the lake.  They provide
pots for people to cook in instead of the discarded paint cans they typically
use.  They help build secure homes that are far better than the second-hand
tin shelters that most people inhabit.  They provide food, healthcare,
education, and safety from abuse, witnessing daily to the power of the
Resurrection to make a difference in the lives of the people on the lake.  And
the people experience that touch of faith.

Our community needs that kind of evidence.  Certainly there are many
wonderful ministries here that help change lives for the better, Workcamp,
Meals on Wheels, and Lakeside Involved among them.  If we truly believe that
Jesus is risen, then we need to make that fact evident in every part of this
community.  Neighborhoods need to change.  Relationships need to change. 
Our faith ought to make an obvious difference in the lives of people who are
our neighbors.

We can touch this community with faith.  We can offer evidence that our
faith is real, that God has changed our lives, and that what matters to us is not
only what happens here on Sunday but also what happens out there on
Monday.  If Christ is risen within us, then the change will be evident in our
homes, our businesses, our schools, the marketplace, the ballfields, and the
public square.

There is currently a negative tension in our community that is focused
upon the proposed event center but which we all know is not only about the
event center.  Race, politics, economics, and personalities threaten to divide
this community to the extent that we may never unite to make this a
community in which we are all proud to live.

We can change that reality.  We can make a difference.  We can offer
a touch of faith in the ways in which we treat and talk about one another, in
the questions we raise and the answers we give, in the suggestions we make
and the advice we offer.  We can offer a touch of faith by not perpetuating
hurtful stereotypes but by generating beneficial dialogue.  We can offer a
touch of faith by being honest about what we do need in our community and
how we are willing to make those things happen.  We can offer a touch of
faith and demonstrate that Jesus is risen and a new life is vibrant within us.
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None of us became believers without evidence that God in Christ is
risen.  Thomas and the other disciples were with Jesus.  They knew him and
loved him and worked with him.  The next generation had benefit of the
disciples who had witnessed all that had happened.  Fortunately, their witness
was recorded so that we have the Gospels, the Epistles, and the Church
which have continued to share the Good News through the centuries.

Now it is our time.  We are the witnesses to the resurrection of Christ
in our own lives.  We are the ones who must help others experience the touch
of faith that Jesus offered to Thomas.  As the author of the Epistle of I Peter
said, “Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you
do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and
glorious joy, for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of
your souls” (I Peter 1:8-9).

Thomas was brave to be out in the streets of Jerusalem trying to get a
handle on what had happened over that last tumultuous week.  He was even
braver to wait in that upper room, chided by his friends for not trusting their
reports, and willing to receive whatever chastisement Jesus offered–if he did
appear.  What he received was a blessing and a touch of faith that changed
his life and ours forever.  Can we do any less for the sake of Christ and the
world?  Amen.
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April 27, 2014 Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

How grateful we are to be here in this house, O God, a place where our
prayers have been offered for years, a home where we have been welcomed
and loved.  How thankful we are to come and celebrate Christ’s resurrection
and our own rebirth to life.  We continue to praise you for your goodness, to
celebrate your wonder, and to rejoice in your love.

We pray that just as flowers have opened their buds to the warmth of
the spring sun, we might also open our hearts to the light of your love.  Take
our lives, we pray, and bring them to full blossom of the life you have desired
for us.  Nurture our faith so that we might enjoy all of the blessings you offer
and in turn offer all of the service of which we are capable.

We pray, O God, that you will listen to all of the prayers we have made
and which we continue to whisper in the deepest recesses of our hearts.  You
know our needs.  You understand our concerns.  You share our hopes and
our fears.  Provide what we need and enable us to call on the resources that
are already ours.  Help us, we pray.

Help our world.  We grow weary of praying for peace when others
continue to assert their own power and greed.  We feel as if we cannot
address another tragedy for we have not yet grasped the continuous flow of
hardship and heartbreak that plague our world.  We wonder if your reign on
earth will ever come to pass when we see so much unrest and injury wherever
we turn.

Yet, we do not abandon our hope, O God, for we trust your care and
believe in your triumph of love.  Keep us steadfast and faithful, we pray.  Keep
us resilient and resourceful.  Keep us near to your heart where we are safe
and secure. Bless us all and bless our world, we pray, through Jesus Christ,
our risen Lord.  Amen.


