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RESURRECTION SUNDAY

We Have Seen the Lord!
I Corinthians 15:1-11; John 20:1-18

Isn’t it amazing how a few words, a simple phrase, can have such an
effect on us.  Yell, “Fire!” in a theater, church, or crowded store and the
response will be immediate: panic, hurry, and flight.  The two word statement,
“I’m engaged!” generally brings eruptions of delight.  The longer statement,
“We’re going to have a baby!” usually brings hugs and slaps on the back and
a world of change for the parents.  Other phrases such as “I got accepted,”
“I am afraid I have bad news,” and “God has called me . . .” bring forth
immediate reactions in the people we tell.

Not all people respond to news announcements, however.  Just last
week it was reported that emergency warning systems are considering more
strongly worded “impact-based warnings” for tornados because people do not
react to the usual verbal alarms.  Authorities are considering the use of words
such as “catastrophic,” “unsurvivable,” and "mass devastation" to get people’s
attention and cause them to take shelter more quickly.  We are not really
surprised by such concern for everyone of us has probably ignored severe
storm warnings and no doubt we know someone who has scoffed at the idea
of leaving the coast when a hurricane approaches.  We tend to have a “this
can’t happen to me” attitude.  Sometimes we just don’t pay attention to the
seriousness of certain news.

Even so, it is surprising that no one seemed to believe the news that
Jesus would actually rise from the dead.  No one was waiting for him outside
his tomb on that first Easter morning.  The women who did go to the tomb that
morning went in order to prepare Jesus’ lifeless body.  Apparently, the only
people who took heed of what Jesus had said were the Jewish religious
leaders.  The chief priests and Pharisees went to Pilate and warned him that
there might be a conspiracy among Jesus’ followers to steal his body and
then claim he had come back to life.  Pilate authorized a small contingent of
guards to secure the tomb where Jesus was buried.

The Gospels tell us that Jesus had told his disciples he would be
arrested in Jerusalem and crucified.  Yet, they ignored him, were surprised
when it happened, and were woefully unprepared for what took place.
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In the same way, Jesus told them that in three days following his death
he would rise  again to life.  But where were the disciples on Easter morning?
They were in hiding, afraid for their lives.  When Mary Magdalene told the
disciples that the tomb was empty, Peter and John ran for the tomb.  They,
too, saw that it was empty, but they simply went home.  They went home!
They did not look around the garden for Jesus.  They did not run into the
streets of Jerusalem shouting, dancing, and praising God.  They went home.
When Mary Magdalene returned to the garden tomb, she looked in and saw
two angels who told her what had happened; nevertheless, she continued to
think that perhaps the gardener had moved Jesus’ body.

We cannot forget that when many of the disciples finally saw Jesus after
the resurrection, they did not recognize him.  Mary Magdalene thought he was
the gardener.  When the disciples were out fishing, they thought Jesus was
just another guy on the beach.  Thomas had to touch his hands and side even
though he had heard Jesus was alive and found him standing among the
good people in that upper room.  When I think of how the disciples responded
to Jesus’ resurrection, I am reminded of that beloved song we often sing at
Christmastime:

Sweet little Jesus Boy, born long time ago. 
Sweet little Holy Child, 
And we didn't know who you was.1

Fortunately, Mary remained in the garden.  And when someone
approached her, even though she did not recognize the risen Christ, she was
still looking for Jesus.  When she heard his voice, looked into his eyes, and
heard him say her name, she knew.  She believed.  She ran back to the place
where the disciples were staying and exclaimed: “I have seen the Lord!”
Those words have echoed down through the centuries and today fall upon our
ears.

“I have seen the Lord!”  Mary was first, but soon the other disciples saw
Jesus when he appeared in the room where they were staying.  Over the
course of forty days, according to scripture, he appeared to all of the disciples
and to 500 hundred other believers.
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As people began to see the risen Lord, things began to change.
Impetuous and sometimes intemperate Simon Peter became the leader of the
church in Jerusalem.  John became an interpreter of the Good News and
recorded Jesus’ life for the rest of us.  The other disciples began to share the
Gospel with other people.  And, in one of the most dramatic experiences in
scripture, Saul encountered Christ on the road leading to Damascus and was
transformed from a persecutor of the faithful into a proclaimer of the Gospel.
He turned from menacing believers to ministering to those who did not yet
believe.  The New Testament bears witness to the fact that seeing the Lord
changes life.

That worked just fine for people who lived in the first third of the first
century, but what about the rest of us?  How are we supposed to be able to
proclaim, “We have seen the Lord!”?

Christian history tells us that some believers have experienced dreams
or visions in which Christ visited them.  Such experiences must be wonderful,
but I have to admit that I have had no such visitations.  Others believers
report having heard voices or seen signs of Christ’s presence.  Again, the
mystical experience of Christ has bypassed me thus far.  Knowing you as I
do, I realize that most of us have not had the kind of mystical experience of
Christ that seems so common in scripture.  How then are we to see our Lord?

Scripture is one means by which we see Christ.  Scripture is a wonderful
gift of God to us all.  In the sacred writings, we share the experiences of God
and those who have gone before us.  We see life as it emerges from the heart
of God.  We watch the first humans exult in the wonder of creation and then
falter and fall as they come to terms with the challenges of life.  We watch as
God woos his people and tries to love and protect them.  We witness human
wilfulness play itself out in sometimes disastrous ways and then marvel as
God continues to love his people.

The pages of the Bible draw us into the drama of God’s story.  We see
Mary and Joseph struggle with their calling to welcome Jesus into their lives.
We see a glimpse of the child Jesus and then leap into his ministry as
joyously as he leapt into the Jordan River to be baptized.  We see him interact
with the disciples, teaching them about God’s ways on earth.  We see him
care for people in their times of deepest need.  We see him laugh and cry,
react with tenderness and anger, offer blessing and condemnation, and
willingly sacrifice himself for the sake of us all.  Scripture offers us a multitude
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of pictures of God and invites us to look at our Savior and see who he is.
Through scripture we do see the Lord.

Worship is another gift given to us by God whereby we might see Jesus.
In worship the traditions of the Christian faith, the witness of believers through
the ages, and the insights of each believer today come together to paint a
contemporary image of Christ.  In prayer and song, scripture and sermon,
silence and voice we hear Christ speak and we listen.  Worship is our offering
to God for all of his goodness to us, but it is also our opportunity to experience
God and to see more of the Christ who lived that we might live and died and
rose again that we might live more fully.

For centuries people have tried to come up with a more definitive
understanding of who Jesus was when he was on earth.  Scholars analyze
scripture and debate the sayings of Jesus.  Historians pour over references
to this Galilean who receives so much attention today.  Albert Schweitzer, the
brilliant physician, theologian, philosopher, musician, and missionary, wrote
a book surveying the various studies people had written as they sought to
understand who Jesus was.  In conclusion, he summarized what he believed
to be one of the most important ways we ultimately see our Lord.  He wrote:

"He comes to us as One unknown, without a name, as of old, by
the lakeside, He came to those men who knew Him not.  He
speaks to us the same word: 'Follow thou me!' and sets us to the
tasks which He has to fulfill for our time.  He commands.  And to
those who obey Him, whether they be wise or simple, He will
reveal Himself in the toils, the conflicts, the sufferings which they
shall pass through in His fellowship, and as an ineffable mystery,
they shall learn in their own experience Who He is."2

In essence, we discover Jesus in our lives.  Like Mary, when we
continue to look for Jesus, when we wonder where he is in our life, Christ will
reveal himself.  Time and time again I have watched people at a point in life
where they could not rely on their own ingenuity and resources any longer.
Completely humbled by life, they began to look for Christ, not simply as a first
responder for their problems, but as a Savior of their life.  I have seen new
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people arise from those experiences.  They are stronger, more joyful, and
more engaged with life than ever before.

Such an experience is nothing short of a resurrection to new life.  That
is what Easter is all about.  We celebrate Christ’s resurrection from the grave.
It is the pivotal event in human history and the reason we are believers.  But
Easter is also about our resurrection.  It is about our recognition that parts of
our life are entombed, that there are elements of who we are that are dead
and need to be revived.  Easter is about our coming to life more fully through
the grace of God and beginning to live as God intends us to do.

In the same way, other people have the opportunity of seeing Jesus in
us.  Many of us grew up singing that familiar gospel song, “Let Others See
Jesus in You.”  “Keep telling the story, be faithful and true, let others see
Jesus in you.”3

Perhaps there is no better way for someone who has never experienced
Christ or who has had a negative experience with a wrong understanding of
Christ, than to see Jesus in one of us.  It is a privilege to bear the name of
Christ.  It is also a responsibility to bear the image of Christ to the world so
that others may glimpse our Lord and long to know him more completely and
more personally.  In our service to one another, in our love for our neighbors,
in our daily witness to the miracle of life God has brought about in us, we can
enable other people to see Christ.  What a wonderful opportunity.

It is Easter and Christ is risen!  Thanks be to God.  It is Easter and we
have seen the Lord!  Thanks be to God.  It is Easter and we have the privilege
of sharing Jesus with the world.  In word, in deed, in life share the Good News
that we have seen the Lord!  Amen.



April 8, 2012 Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

We have come to believe, O God, that today is indeed the “spring of
souls,” the rebirth of our spirits, and the beginning of new life in Christ.  Just
as we feel warmth and freshness when we walk into the sunlight, so also do
we feel the warmth and freshness of your love when we walk in the light of
Christ and experience his grace.  For this gift, we offer our humble thanks.

We have come to believe, O God, for the world is full of cynicism and
doubt, emptiness and despair.  We have come so that we might believe in the
One who came that we might have life in abundance.  We have come so that
we might have hope overflowing and we have come so that we might claim
you as the source of our confidence.

We have come to believe that we are not alone in this world but that you
are always with us, O God.  When worries cloud our days and uncertainties
keep us up at night, we know that we are not alone.  We thank you for the
reassurance that you offer us, for the multitude of resources you place at our
disposal, and for the comfort with which you surround us day by day.

We have come to believe, O God, because we want our lives to have
both meaning and purpose.  We are tired of worshiping at the altar of our own
wants and needs and desire to learn to love our neighbors just as much as we
love ourselves.  Strengthen our faith and fortify our resolve to serve you
faithfully day in and day out.  Grant us faith so that we might honor you.

We have come to believe, O Lord, that we do not carry our burdens by
ourselves but that you share the load in a multitude of personalities.  When
our bodies are ill, you use the hands of skilled physicians to help us get well.
When our hearts and minds are ill, you listen and speak through the trained
and compassionate hearts and minds of good therapists.  When we do not
know which way to turn, you place your people in our paths to walk with us.

We have come to believe, O God, because we are Easter people with
hope and life coursing through our veins.  We have come to believe because
we have seen Christ alive all around us and within us.  We have come to
believe because we have never been loved as thoroughly as you love
us–even enough to die and come back to life.  For all these gifts, for the
prayers we have offered, and for the grace we have received, we are indeed
grateful.  Enable us all to bear witness to your glory and offer praise to your
holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.


