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Do You Know What I Have Done?
Exodus 12:1-14; John 13:1-17, 31b-35

It happens in practically every episode of the Andy Griffith Show.  Andy
analyzes the situation at hand, sets things in motion, guides the other
characters to a place where they will have to respond, and grins as one of the
people he loves learns a life lesson.  If it is Aunt Bea, she will get
embarrassed, fluff her apron, exclaim, “Oh, Andy!” and exit the scene.  Barney
will get all flustered because Andy has gotten the best of him once again.
And Opie will respond with wide-eyed wonder because he thinks his Pa is just
about the smartest man in the world.  (We think the same thing!)

As John tells it, it seems to me that the opening scene of the Last
Supper it could easily have been written for Mayberry as well as for
Jerusalem.  Imagine that our friends in Mayberry decided to portray the Last
Supper as it might have taken place in their hometown.  As everyone sits
down at the table, eagerly awaiting some of Aunt Bea’s fried chicken, mashed
potatoes, and lima beans, Andy takes off his uniform shirt, puts on an apron,
and begins unlacing shoes and washing his guests’ feet.  Floyd the barber
would just “oh” and “ooh,” wondering what in the world was going on but
enjoying every minute of it.  Barney would protest, thinking that such a menial
chore was beneath the status of a law enforcement officer but allowing Andy
to do it anyway to stay in his good graces.  Goober would giggle and laugh
the entire time because it tickled his feet.  After he had washed the feet of
Otis, Helen, Thelma Lou, Howard, and all the rest, each with a different
reaction, Andy would take off the apron, put on his shirt, and sit down to pass
the chicken.  As everyone was just about to sink their teeth into a crunchy, hot
chicken leg, Andy would ask, “Do you know what I have done?”  In the pause
that followed, and the nervous glances that everyone made, it was clear they
did not know.

“You elected me Sheriff,” he would say.  “You consider me your friend
and trust me with your lives at times.  Since I have washed your feet, you also
ought to wash one another’s feet.”  I imagine silence would fall over the room
as each person at the table took in those words and tried to figure out what
had come over their beloved Andy Taylor.
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“Do you know what I have done?”  Howard would answer,“No, we don’t
have a clue.  You have just acted very strange and out of character for a man
of your age and status.  Those of us who have climbed the ladder don’t need
to be  doing menial labor.”  “No,” interjected Goober with a big grin, “You were
showing us that cleanliness is next to Godliness.”  “I think you wanted to
remind us to do a good deed every day,” offered Thelma Lou with the
enthusiasm of a Girl Scout.  The rest whispered and mumbled about what
they thought was going on.  “Pa,” Opie spoke above the noise, “I think you
figured our feet were stinky and decided if they were gonna get clean before
supper, you were gonna have to do it yourself!”

Opie would have been right.  Jesus was trying to teach his disciples that
the way you have to live in the world is to respond to the needs you see.  No
matter how unpleasant it might be, you respond to that need.  In the original
story which did take place in Jerusalem, scripture tells us that Jesus washed
his disciples’ feet because that is what a good host did when he had guests.
To refresh tired and dirty feet as well as to avoid tracking in dust and dirt,
guests would have their feet washed, usually by a servant.  On this occasion,
whether by design or because no one else offered to do it, Jesus himself
chose to undertake this menial chore.  He shocked his friends because for
someone like Jesus to take on such an humble task was highly unusual.
Then again, Jesus had them right where he wanted them.  It was a teachable
moment.

“Do you know what I have done?”  Of course they did.  I feel certain that
most of the people around that table made the connection between Jesus’
question and what was going on that night.  It was Passover and their sole
purpose for being at that table and celebrated the Seder was to answer that
very question.  Part of the tradition of the Passover meal is that a child will ask
the question, “Why is this night different from all other nights?”  Which
generates a series of questions and answers that retell the story of Israel’s
oppression and the way in which God delivered his people from captivity.
Every year the Jewish people recount what God did to the Egyptians.  They
recount what God did to protect his people.  They tell the story of what God
did in the desert and how God led them through the wilderness to the
Promised Land.  Around the Passover table, all good Jews know what God
has done.

So, it was a good and fair question for Jesus to ask because he wanted
to know if his disciples understood what he had done over those past three
years.  He wanted to know if they had been paying attention, taking notes,
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noticing God at work all around them, and preparing for his last days with
them.  He talked about servants and masters, menial chores and great
miracles.  He knew that one of them would betray him and wondered if any
of them would miss him.    Jesus simply wanted to know if they understood.

“Do you know what I have done?” Jesus asks us tonight.  Do you
understand who I am and what I am about?  Do you know who you are and
what I am asking you to do?

To make it as simple as possible, as he had done before, Jesus boiled
it all down to this: “So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you
also ought to wash one another's feet.  For I have set you an example, that
you also should do as I have done to you” (John 13:14-15).  Jesus told his
disciples that service comes down to simple hospitality: doing what is kind and
needful.  See a need and meet it.  It is that simple or, for those of us who like
more specific guidelines for living, Jesus went on to say, “I give you a new
commandment, that you love one another.  Just as I have loved you, you also
should love one another.  By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another" (John 13:34-35).

“Do you know what I have done to you?” Jesus asks us.  Yes, Lord, we
do.  If the world is in a mess and needs to get cleaned up before supper, then
we are going to have to do it!  “Do you know what I have done to you?” Jesus
asks.  Yes, Lord, we do. You have loved us and cared for us.  “Then go and
do likewise.”  Yes, Lord.  We will.


