The Worship of God
Faith Songs for Life Rhythms
March 5, 2014

ASH WEDNESDAY

Six Thirty O'Clock

The worship of God begins with the music of the organ. We encourage you
to use this time for meditation and reflection. Please refrain from conversation
which would disturb others. Wireless hearing aids are available in the narthex.

Come, thou Fount of every blessing,
Tune my heart to sing thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet,
Sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it,
Mount of thy redeeming love.
Here I raise my Ebenezer;
Here by thy great help I’ve come;
And I hope, by thy good pleasure,
Safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wandering from the fold of God;
He, to rescue me from danger,
Interposed his precious blood;

GATHERING
ORGAN PRELUDE: Rockingham
Kenneth Leighton
CHORAL INTROIT
Wyeth’s Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second
Come, thou fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. Teach
me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above. Praise the
mount! I’m fixed upon it, mount of thy redeeming love.
CALL TO WORSHIP
based on Psalm 96
Minister: O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.
People: Sing to the Lord, bless his name; tell of his salvation day
after day.
Minister: Sing a new song of confession,
People: For our lives are weighed down with the burden of our sin.
Minister: Sing a new song of repentance,
People: For we have turned our hearts away from God.
Minister: Sing a new song of renewal,
People: For God brings new life from the ashes of our shame.
Minister Sing a new song of forgiveness,
People: For God stands ready to offer unfailing compassion and
abundant grace.
All:
O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the
earth. Sing to the Lord, bless his name; tell of his salvation
day after day.
* PROCESSIONAL HYMN 124: “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” PICARDY
(The congregation rises as the organist begins the hymn.)

O to grace how great a debtor
Daily I’m constrained to be!
Let thy goodness, like a fetter,
Bind my wandering heart to thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,
Prone to leave the God I love;
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it,
Seal it for thy courts above.
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* THE GLORIA PATRI 35
GREATOREX
* THE INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER
THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 58:1-12
REPENTANCE AND ASSURANCE
THE RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Minister: Most Holy and merciful Father, we confess to you, to one
another, and to the whole communion of saints in heaven and
on earth, that we have sinned against you by our own fault in
thought, word and deed; by what we have done, and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We have not sought forgiveness for
our sin nor have we forgiven others, as we have been forgiven.
People: Have mercy on us, Lord.

Minister: We have been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served us.
We have not been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved
your Holy Spirit.
People: Have mercy on us, Lord.
Minister: We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness: the pride,
hypocrisy, and impatience of our lives.
People: Have mercy on us, Lord.
Minister: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of
other people,
People: We confess to you, Lord.
Minister: Our anger at our own frustration, and our envy of those more
fortunate than ourselves,
People: We confess to you, Lord.
Minister: Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and our
dishonesty in daily life and work,
People: We confess to you, Lord.
Minister: Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to
commend the faith that is in us,
People: We confess to you, Lord.
Minister: Accept our repentance for the wrongs we have done; for our
blindness to human need and suffering, and our indifference
to injustice and cruelty,
People: Accept our repentance, Lord.
Minister: For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our
neighbors, and for our prejudice and contempt toward those
who differ from us,
People: Accept our repentance, Lord.
Minister: For our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of
concern for those who come after us,
People: Accept our repentance, Lord.
Minister: Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us;
People: Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great.
Silence
ASSURANCE OF PARDON (sung)
WONDROUS LOVE
The congregation will join the choir on the last response as directed.
Choir: What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul, what
wondrous love is this, O my soul! What wondrous love is this
that caused the Lord of bliss to bear the dreadful curse for my
soul, for my soul, to bear the dreadful curse for my soul!
All:

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, and
when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on! And when from death
I’m free, I’ll sing and joyful be, and through eternity I’ll sing
on, I’ll sing on, and through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on!

THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES
At the invitation of the minister and as the organist begins playing,
you are invited to come forward for the imposition of the ashes.
Please use the center aisle as you approach the altar
and the side aisles as you return to your seat.

ANTHEM: “Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God”
Carl Mueller
Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy Holy Spirit from
me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation and uphold me with thy free
Spirit. Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be
converted unto thee. Create in me a clean heart, O God.
Psalm 51
THE GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
HOMILY:
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing:
Dr. Wright
Songs of Repentance”
THE INVITATION TO THE TABLE
THE SHARING OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP
CHORAL MEDITATION
Franz Schubert
Holy, holy, holy! Holy is the Lord. Holy is the Father; Holy is the Son;
Holy is the Spirit, blessed Three in One.
At the invitation of the ministers, and as the organist begins to play, you are
invited to come forward for communion. Forming two lines, please use the center
aisle as you approach the altar and the side aisles as you return to your seat. If you
prefer to remain seated, a deacon will serve you. This evening we will take the
bread and the cup by intinction, dipping the bread into the common cup. You will
take a piece of bread from the plate offered by the deacon and dip it into the
chalice offered by one of the ministers. You may then place the bread in your
mouth. A common response when taking communion is to say, “Thanks be to
God.” or a simple, “Amen.”
* HYMN 16:
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”
NETTLETON
* THE RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION
Minister: All praise to God for song God gives, for music and a hope
that lives;
People: God’s sacred word is so profound, we sing and let the truth
resound.
Minister: The word gives both the life and light, and guides us through
the shades of night,
People: So let the music sound God’s praise as hymns bring
gladness to our days.
Carlton C. Buck
DEPART IN SILENCE
You may leave in silence or remain seated for meditation, if you choose.
* Congregation stands.
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