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Mustard Seed
Be Fabulous Forever...
Because souls don’t age,
these hairs on my head have gone sailing
these hands are now wrinkled,
these eyes so well read,
these ears sometimes silence,
these limbs you embrace are nothing,
but nothing,
beside the soul they encase,
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I am able and active and witty,
and a little silly and giddy sometimes,
and tears come just-so-easily,
and just twenty-five!

Yes, I am young in my head,
but morrows tell no lies,
God-always, forever, and forever,
my soul He will keep.
Eunice Madrene Miller Yoder
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SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST

 Every year that we live
we take a trip around the
sun.
 One of my favorite part
of every day was campfire.
 A total of six KMC youth
attended Convention this
summer.
 Stop in to check out a
book, DVD, or an audio
Take two. You’ll be glad
you did.

In Pursuit
Dawn Wyse
As I am writing this I am sitting in a hotel room reflecting a bit on my life. We spent the weekend with
our son, Ben and are now taking a couple of days for
a break. It was a pleasure seeing a bit into the life
Ben is in the process of making for himself over the
past year. It is a process that never ends but continues until God’s tells us our days on this earth is
done.
I have been reading the book A Trip Around the Sun
by Mark Batterson and Richard Foth. It is reflection
on how each of these men approaches their lives.
Every year that we live we take a trip around the
sun. It is up to us what we make of each of these
trips. Between reading this book and watching each
of my three children stepping out into their independent adult lives has caused me to consider different aspects of my own life, some of them positive
and some of them negative.
One thing I have realized is that I have focused too
often on my fears and insecurities instead of keeping
my eyes on what God wants me to see. It has caused
me to miss opportunities and even more importantly
is has replaced many times that could have been full
of joy, fun and growth with worry, stress, fear and
depression. Taking my eyes off of God and His plan
for me and putting them on myself has caused me a
lot of grief and built a stronghold of insecurity inside
me that I now struggle to allow God to tear down for
me. It is one of the biggest spiritual battles that I
face.
The positive in this is that for a long time I didn’t
realize what was going on inside me. God is showing it to me as I am able to handle it and God is
holding me up and supplying me with tools to fight
and win the battle. I thank God for His persistence
in not allowing me to bury this struggle and give it
even a stronger hold on my life. God is so good at
providing the best for us.
Another reflection on my life has been how precious
God’s Word is to me and how with each passing
year I love it even more. Deuteronomy 6:4-9 “Israel,
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listen! Our God is the Lord! Only the Lord! Love
the Lord your God with all your heart, all your being, and all your strength. These words that I am
commanding you today must always be on your
minds. Recite them to your children. Talk about
them when you are sitting around your house and
when you are out and about, when you are lying
down and when you are getting up. Tie them on your
hand as a sign. They should be on your forehead as a
symbol. Write them on your house’s doorframes and
on your city’s gates.” This is a scripture that I try to
frame my life around. God is where I want my heart
to be at every moment. I am not even close to being
there yet, but I am on my way.
Ephesians 3:20 “ Now all glory to God, who is able,
through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or
think.” This is another verse that God gave to me in
a very special way during a challenging time in my
life. It provides me with hope and confidence in
God and His ability to work in my life in mind boggling ways.
These two passages continue to fill my life with awe
for God again and again and again. They are molding me into the child of God He wants me to be.
The work of these verses in me does not end because
they are living and powerful and come from God.
God’s Word as a part of my life means more to me
than words can express and I am driven to give as
many people as possible the opportunity to experience God in His Word.
My reflections over the last couple of days don’t
lead me to any conclusions. But they do remind me
of how wonderful God is in my life and in all things.
He is too wonderful to miss! He is there with me
through the difficult times and the great times. My
pursuit this month is to keep my eyes on Him and off
of myself and to encourage others to do the same.
My prayers are with you. As always in pursuit.

My Experience at Bible Memory Camp
Michelle Lehman

We started off the Bible Memory Camp season on
May 25th with a long bus ride to Oklahoma, where
we would be having our first camp of the summer. I can't think of a better way to begin the summer then spending 15 hours getting to know the other
staff members that I would be with for the next nine
weeks.

end of the week we are exhausted!

Every
year Bible
Memory
does 9
weeks of
summer
camp with
kids from
2nd grade
through
high school depending on the week. These camps
take place in Oklahoma, Ohio, Northern Indiana,
Michigan, Iowa and Southern Indiana. On a normal
day our schedule goes something like this. Wake the
kids up at 6:30 in order to be at polar bear swimming
by 6:45, crawl back in bed for a few more minutes of
sleep before the kids come back. Then we have
breakfast, cabin devotions, staff meeting/camper
games, team games, music and Bible, lunch, nap
time!!, swim time, snack, activities, missionary time,
supper, team games, snack, campfire and then back
to the cabin to try and squeeze in cabin time before
they all run off to try and find an empty shower.
Then comes the most challenging part of the day.
Getting them to quiet down enough to fall asleep!
Now remember this is how a normal day would run,
but some weeks I think we have a lot more abnormal
days because for some reason the weather never
seems to like our schedule. Needless to say by the

Another highlight of my summer was Iowa camp. It’s
always fun to start off the week already knowing the
kids (learning 50-80 names in one week is slightly
overwhelming). This year we had 40 kids, 7 of them
from KMC, at the Iowa camp. Iowa was week 8 for
us and the first week that was truly hot. We were
very thankful for air conditioned cabins that week, a
luxury not many camps have!

One of my favorite part of every day was campfire.
There is something about worshipping outside around
a campfire that is so special. At the end of the week I
loved being able to stop singing, step back for a moment and watch everyone freely worshipping without
caring
Now before I tell you about my experiences this sumwhat those
mer, I should back up to where it all started. In
around
March we had a staff retreat in Goshen, IN
for anyone who was interested in helping with camps
this summer. It was at that retreat we decided that the
theme for the summer would be, "Go", and the theme
verse Isaiah 6:8, “Then I heard the voice of the Lord
saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for
us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” The rest of
the weekend was spent planning and praying for the them thought. There is always such a change in the
upcoming summer.
kids from the beginning to the end of the week.

It was a very great summer that went by much too
fast. A summer that I learned how much I truly need
to rely on God not only on the days I was tired and
didn't feel the best, but on the good days as well. A
summer I will not soon forget!
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Mennonite World Conference
Shirley Hochstedler
Mennonite World Conference was held at Harrisburg,
PA in July. Our daughter Susan lives about 30 minutes
away, so Cal and I took advantage of that, and we went.
Susan and her 4 children also participated which was an
extra plus for us. The 2 older ones were in the youth
group activities which were held at Messiah College,
they met with the larger assembly for morning worship
and also for the evening assemblies. MWC is held every
6 years, and this was the 16th conference held. It was
held in the Farm Show Complex which was several
large connected buildings, equaling nearly 1 million sq
feet. The staff of MWC utilized 16 Amish scooters
(bicycle wheels with scooter in between, like you see
used at Central Discount.) to get them where they wanted to go in a hurry. These were sold to interested people at the end of MWC. All sessions were in English,
Spanish and French and interpreted in those languages,
plus a number of other languages if there was need for
it. Also there was a sign language interpreter for every
session.
The Global Youth Summit was held prior to the MWC,
which involves 449 young Anabaptists, ages 18-30
from around the world. In each morning session, we
heard stories from young Anabaptists from around the
world which were quite moving. I was very impressed
and touched by the passion these young people had for
Christ.
The theme for the week was Walking With God, with
speakers presenting, (morning and evening sessions)
different aspects of how we do that. Following our
morning sessions, we met in
fellowship
groups of 12-15
people. Those
in our group
were from California, Illinois,
PA, Germany,
and Zimbabwe. We shared about the sessions, learned
to know each other, and prayed together. On Friday
evening at the mass session, Nelson Kraybill and others
led us in a communion service, which was quite mean-
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ingful, calling us from all over the world, to join together in Christ.
The music was also a high point. The worship leaders
were very gifted people from 8 countries and each day
featured a different world region. It was great to sing
together. One day we sang African Music, another
Spanish, and so on, covering much of the world. One
day, Marcie, the song leader, wanted the Native American contingent from
Montana
(from our
own Central
Plains Conference) to
help with
the song she
chose. They said, no, we never sing that song and proceeded to sing two songs they sing at their worship services.
Afternoons were filled with tours of the area (We took
in four Amish Businesses in Lancaster County, MCC
headquarters and the 10,000 Villages warehouse and
store.) We had ample time on these tours to become
acquainted with many people from other countries
(Switzerland, Netherlands, France, Africa
as well as US/
Canada.) We also
met many people
across the table at
mealtimes.
(Cont. on page 5)

(Mennonite World Conference, cont. from page 4)
One could explore the Global Village which featured
displays from other countries or you could sit and
listen to many music groups. One area, sponsored by
MCC Resource Center, had two tables full of Bernina Sewing machines. In this area people could cut
fabric, piece it together, and knot comforters. There
were 50 completed. There were two quilts in frame
if anyone wanted to try a hand at it. I was impressed
with both
quilts filled
with teenagers trying
their hand.
There were
also two
MDS houses being
built on the
parking lot.
One went to New Jersey and one to Pilger, NE. They
were transported on semi trailers to their destination.
A week after we returned home Cal went to help
with the plumbing on the house in Pilger. Ted is still
working on that house.
There was also the first Anabaptist World Cup Soccer Tournament held with participants aged 6-60 on
four teams. I am told they had a great time, but I did
see a wheelchair with one young man who injured
his leg during a game. All total, there were 116 goals
scored during the week.








Meeting some friends from many, many years
ago, quite by chance.
Having some heart to heart talks with Busi from
Zimbabwe, Lisa from PA, learning to know a bit
about Oliver from Switzerland, and the Wineshrenks from the Netherlands and meeting people from all over the world.
A seminar I attended by James Krabill “Is Jesus
the Only Way?”
And the Music! Each day reflected a different
continent or region.
The very last song we sang together was “606”,
giving me goose bumps and raising the roof of
that very large complex by a number of inches.

This was a great experience for us. Next MWC will
be held in 2021 in Indonesia. We would love to
go… anyone want to go with us?

Some statistics you may find interesting are: There
were 8454 attendees (including daily and evening
participation.) Of those 1547 were from outside
North America. There were many who planned to
attend but could not obtain visas. Seventy seven
countries were represented. And there were over
40,000 meals served.. and many of us did not have a
meal plan so are not included in that number.
Thinking about my favorite things, I made a list, not
in any particular order.


Not having to explain to anyone who the Mennonites are.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING!!!
Ed V & Carol Miller
Well by now most of the family vacations and family
reunions are over and done with. School is back in
session so the teachers, kids and parents all have new
schedules for the school year. Plus this year everyone had a chance to go to the Iowa State Fair and didn’t have to skip school to do so!

Anna Mae Graber had a granddaughter who competed in the spelling bee at the State Fair. Ivana Ebersole took 1st place in the 5th & 6th grade division. She
topped 50 some contestants in her division and correctly spelled “commercially” for her final word to
win. What a delight to see your grandkids do well!

Cal and Shirley Hochstedler attended the 16th Mennonite World Conference held in Harrisburg, PA.
They stayed with their daughter Susan & family that
live near-by and daily would travel to Harrisburg for
the meetings. What a neat opportunity to spend quality time with their family while attending such a glorious occasion. And can you imagine singing #606
with 7500 Anabaptists from around the world. Oh
My!!!

You might think this is all about the State Fair, but I
have one more story to tell. Ty Schillerstrom constructed a tile plow and entered it in the FFA Large
Welding division. Ty took 2nd place!

Oh yes, the Iowa State Fair, what a fun time with all
the things to see and do. We heard there were a lot of
KMCers
there for
one reason or
another.
Hanna
McDowell was
there for
the 18th
straight
year
showing horses. Tim and Hanna’s children showed
horses for their first time. Erica and Alyssa showed
their two horses, “Charlie” & “Love” in the Open
Western Horse Show. And Brett (6 yrs. old) and
Hanna showed a horse and Brett won 2nd & 3rd place
ribbons. Good job McDowell’s!

Ok, that’s enough about the State Fair, but it is quite a
spectacle and something you should go and see for
yourselves next year!

The Venture Girls were invited to attend a recent (1st
Wednesday of the month) WMSC Sewing. The girls
assembled over 75 school kits and everyone enjoyed
a potato bar lunch together. Good job, girls!
We want to close with some comments about Rudy
Mucaj, the Albanian Exchange Student who stayed
with Dan and Julie Fisher while attending IMS in
2012-13. Rudy recently returned from Albania and
shared at KMC about his spiritual pilgrimage. He is
now at Goshen College starting his freshman year.
We here at KMC continue to have opportunity to help
Rudy, who came in 2012 as an agnostic and left in
2013 as a Christian. Wow, what a neat story and so
much thanks to Dan & Julie, IMS, and KMC. Rudy
wrote his reflections that can be accessed on the IMS
website (iowamennonite.org). Pray for Rudy!
Ok, that’s it for this time. Have a great September.
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Mennonite Youth Convention
Emma Beachy

The youth of Kalona Mennonite Church who attended
Mennonite Youth Convention in Kansas City this summer
would like to thank all of you in our church family for
supporting us in various ways as we raised funds and as
we traveled and experienced Convention. We want to
share with you a little bit about our experience there.

We would like to thank all of you once again for your support and we are thankful to have you as our church family!

A total of six KMC youth attended Convention this summer. Michael Hershberger, Emma Beachy, and Celia &
Ireland Hostetler attended with West Union Mennonite
Church and Summer & Joya Schrock attended with Lower
Deer Creek Mennonite Church. Some of the most meaningful experiences we had included realizing that God is
with us if we pay attention and look for Him, meeting other Mennonites, feeling connected to the larger Mennonite
church, and listening to speakers like Shane Claiborne and
Glen Guyton. We enjoyed fellowshipping with our youth
groups, attending interesting seminars such as “God,
What’s Your Plan For My Life?” and “So Dude, You’re A
Mennonite?”, and attending worship services twice a day.

Library Notes
Shirley Hochstedler

The children have returned to school so there may be more
time for reading for moms and dads. Daylight hours are
getting shorter so there is more time for reading a good
book for all of us. Come to the library and see what’s new
for you.
To help you grow in your Christian walk, take note of the
following books: All In by Mark Batterson; The Best Yes
by Lisa TerKeurst; A Trip Around the Sun, by Mark Batterson and Richard Foth (this book is mentioned by Dawn
Wyse in her article this month) and If Only by Michelle
Van Loon. You may also check out the DVD,
“Resurrection”.

We can learn so much about human nature and how God
works with us in people’s stories. These true stories are sure
to be worth reading: Hiding in the Light by Rifqa Bary; The
Waiting by Cathy LaGr ow; Running for My Life by
Lopez Lomong; The Imam’s Daughter by Hannah Shah;
The Dropbox by Br ian Ivie; Where the Wind Leads by
Vinh Chung; Miracle on Voodoo Mountain by Megan Boudreaux.

man is also here. If the book is out, you may have your
name put on the reservation list; just ask the librarian to do
that for you. Other fiction titles are: The Story Jar by Robin Hatcher & Deborah Bedford; To Everything a Season by
Lauraine Snelling; Miles From Nowhere by Amy Clipston; and The Path to Piney Meadows by Gail Sattler.
Youth books include
Jack Staples and the
Ring of Time, Too
Smart Jones and the
Pool Party Thief, and
The Tanglewoods Secret.
For the Younger Set: If I Were a Mouse; Sidney and Norman; 47 Beavers on the Big Blue Sea. Also Making the
Grade, a Monster Tr uck Adventur es DVD. Also ser ies
of childrens books are available. “When I am”…. Sad;
Jealous; Loved; Angry; Happy Kind; Lonely; Scared.
Stop in to check out a book, DVD, or an audio book. Take
two. You’ll be glad you did.

The long awaited book, Joseph’s Dilemma by Er vin Stutz-
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KALONA MENNONITE
CHURCH
902 6th St.

Congratulations!

These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage, or
80 or more years of life
Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory.

P.O. Box 819
Kalona, IA 52247
319-656-2736

Birthday:

Editor: Shirley Hochstedler
Design & Layout: Janice
Hostetler
Articles for the Mustard
Seed may be submitted to
Shirley Hochstedler at
shirleyh@kctc.net or placed
in Shirley’s church mailbox.

Owen Miller…….. September 12
Mary Ellen Miller…….. September 13
John Snyder…………. September 16
Emil Ropp……………. September 18

Anniversary:

Owen & Ruby Miller, September 9…. 59 years
John & Julie Gingerich, September 11….. 50 years
Mahlon & Delores Leichty, September 12…. 61 years

The words to this prayer are found in the word search puzzle.

