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Mustard Seed
Growing Spirituality in a Fast
Changing Culture
Scott Swartzendruber
We read that before the flood covered the earth, the world culture at
that time was described as corrupt, full of violence, and people’s
thoughts were constantly focused on doing evil. In this kind of culture,
one would quickly assume that it is next to impossible to thrive spiritually. And yet we read something hopeful and promising in Genesis
7:1; “The Lord then said to Noah, Go into the ark, you and your whole
family, because I have found you righteous in this generation.” This
statement makes it clear that Noah and his family, in the midst of a
godless society, were able to still hold on to their faith in God and
thrive spiritually. This should give us all a great deal of hope and encouragement, knowing that in spite of a changing culture that is full of
self-worship, we can still be cutting-edge followers of Jesus who are
strong and courageous in our faith and commitment to Him.
We can give into the excuse that we are not thriving spiritually because
the forces of our secular culture are too strong to overcome. However,
Noah teaches us that it does not have to be this way. Even when the
tides of evil are rising around us, we can still live in faithfulness and
godliness. I love the words of I Thessalonians 3:12-13, “May the Lord
make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone
else, just as ours does for you. May He give you inner strength that
you may be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father
when our Lord Jesus comes with all His holy ones.” These words are a
constant reminder that we can grow in our love for Christ, others, and
excel in holiness even in the most trying times. Jesus will keep us
strong if we seek Him. He will keep us growing in righteousness, even
when it looks like an impossible thing to do in a culture that seems to
be racing away from Jesus instead of towards Him.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
In Pursuit .......................... 2
Library Notes ................... 3
Check Your Attitude ........ 4
Thankful ........................... 5
Children Lead Worship .... 6
Congratulations ................ 7
What’s Happening ............ 7
SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST


We can give into the excuse that we are not thriving spiritually because
the forces of our secular
culture are too strong to
overcome.



All praise and glory to
God for His faithfulness
as we step out together in
prayer.



Grace seems to be a
theme in the new books
put in the library this
month.



God tells us to think like
Christ.



Several children also
gave a good reason for
eating M&M’s, explaining how we can pray.

In Pursuit
Dawn Wyse
All praise, honor and glory to God for how He
answers our humble prayers in amazing ways that
bless us, nourish us and show us more and more
of Him. May we continue to come together to
offer our prayers up to God in order to grow in
personal and corporate relationship with Him.
God, You are beyond words . . . incredible.
Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! Your
blessings humble me.
Prayers have been on my mind this week as I
have reflected back on the last several years. It’s
been almost five years since the men’s and women’s prayer groups started meeting. As I paged
through my journal of our times of praying together I was struck by how many prayers there
have been. We’ve prayed for physical healing,
emotional healing, for salvation, for all of the
people of KMC, for God’s hand in repairing brokenness, for outreach opportunities, for service
projects, for the people of KMC to have God’s
strength to fulfill their roles within the church, for
families walking through death, for families celebrating new life and the list goes on and on. It is
a long list and yet I know there is far more we
could pray if we only knew.
Next I considered all the times we could look
back and see how God had allowed us the privilege to see how He answered our prayers. God is
so awesome! Seeing these answers encourages
me to hold on to hope in God to continue to answer the prayers that have no known answer yet
and the prayers we have yet to lift up to our almighty and powerful God. We must continue to
bring our requests and concerns before God.
Plus, we need to remember and acknowledge that
we did so when God blesses us by answering. It
is imperative that God gets the praise and glory
for what He does. He deserves it and we are
wrong when we don’t give Him the credit.

It is important that I tell you how incredible God
has been at answering prayers during the last
three years while I filled the role of small group
coordinator. Early on, God led me to resources
that told me that the number one reason that small
groups succeed is the prayer put into them. It has
been life changing for me to see it work. All
praise goes to God for any growth that has come
out of the small groups. He has done mighty
works beyond my imagination in the small groups
at KMC. Our God is awesome. I want to thank
the many people who have faithfully prayed for
different areas of the small groups over the last
few years. I have been shameless in asking for
prayer for these groups and I don’t regret it at all.
Seeing God respond to His people’s prayer is
something you don’t want to miss.
Recently during my devotions I came across a
passage that emphasizes some of my thoughts on
prayer. It is 2 Corinthians 1:8-11. Verse 10b-11
focuses in on the point I want to make here. “We
have put our hope in Him that He will deliver us
again while you join in helping us by your prayers. Then many will give thanks on our behalf for
the gift that came to us through the prayers of
many.” When we pray together more people
have the opportunity to see that God does answer
prayers. They can see that what happened was
due to God and not due to something earthly.
Our prayers can point others to the One who answers them. If people don’t know what we pray
how can they know that God’s blessing was an
answer to prayer?
I also believe that if I go to God with a request
then I need to thank Him and praise Him for the
answer. It makes sense. God is jealous and He
deserves the credit for what He does. We shouldn’t take the credit, because we prayed . . . God is
the one who created the good that happened, not
us.
(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 2)
So I challenge you (and myself) to pray together more.
Secondly, I challenge you (and myself) to look more
diligently for God’s answers and to thankfully praise
Him for His faithfulness as He answers. I would encourage more of you to attend either the men’s prayer
group (meets the first Wednesday of the month at 8:30
a.m.), the women’s prayer group (meets the 2nd and
4th Wednesdays of the month at 9 a.m.), or the group
that meets the first Sunday of the month at 9 a.m. or
start a group if these times don’t work for you. I would
be glad to help you set one up if you would like me to.
Bottom line is I believe prayer should be fundamental
in all we do in our Christian life. I believe prayer will
make a huge difference. So let’s pursue a life that’s
saturated in prayer so the whole world can see God in

all His glory. All praise and glory to God for His faithfulness as we step out together in prayer.
As always, in pursuit…..

Library Notes
Shirley Hochstedler
Grace seems to be a theme in the new books put
in the library this month. Three books have
Grace included in the title. Grace Based Discipline by Karis K Murray may be a new approach
to your parenting techniques. It is subtitled “How
To Be At Your Best When Your Kids Are At
Their Worst.” (Moms, also take note of the new
book, The Passionate Mom: Dare to Parent in
Today's World by Susan Merrill.)

rest, the small book, Rest in God by Iain H Murray is for you.
Sometimes we carry baggage with us from our
childhood. Don’t miss Forgiving Our Fathers and
Mothers: Finding Freedom from Hurt and Hate
by Leslie Feyland Fields.

For years we have heard about very disturbing
statistics even in the church. Maybe all those
Finding Grace in the Face of Dementia by John marriage statistics are not true, after all. Check it
M Dunlop, MD is a must read. The first two sen- out in this book by well known researcher
tences of the introduction are “Dementia, dignity, Shaunti Feldhahn entitled The Good News About
and honoring God -- you must be kidding!
Marriage.
Chances are you have never seen those three
words in the same sentence.”
The new DVD, The Case for Christ, tells the true
story about atheist Lee Strobel, who sets out to
The third book, Messy Grace, by Caleb Kalten- prove the Bible is false. You won’t want to miss
bach, is subtitled “How a Pastor with Gay Parthis one.
ents Learned to Love Others Without Sacrificing
Conviction.”
Yes, of course, there are new fiction books. The
popular Guidepost publisher books are To A Tea,
Worn Out By Obedience: Recovering from Spir- Dangerous Beauty and Sleight of Hand.
itual Fatigue by Ron & Bob Moore. If you tired
of being spiritually tired, discouraged, or weary, Stop in the library and pick up an armful of
this book will help keep you going… or get you books to keep learning and growing.
started. And if you are wondering about Sabbath
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Check Your Attitude
By Josh Lundberg
Have you ever been told to “check your attitude”?
Growing up in the Lundberg household, I often
heard that command. Attitude checks were a regular
reminder for my siblings and me to reflect on our
state of mind. Did we have a good attitude or a bad
one? I often got in trouble for having a “bad” attitude, so I thought of them in that context: good or
bad, positive or negative.
In Philippians, God commands us to have the same
attitude as Jesus: Though he was God, [Jesus] did
not think of equality with God as something to cling
to. Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took
the humble position of a slave and was born as a
human being. When he appeared in human form, he
humbled himself in obedience to God and died a
criminal’s death on a cross.” (Phil. 2:5-8)
In other words, God tells us to think like Christ. Perhaps then a better question to help us check our attitude is not whether it is good or bad, but whether or
not we are thinking like Christ.
Consider how you respond to others. Are your ideas, thoughts, and time more important to you than
those around you? Do you feel inconvenienced
when required to stop what you are doing to help
another? Are you hurt or offended when you serve
others and are not thanked? Are you willing to serve
when there is no recognition for it? Such instances
have revealed a need for an attitude check in my
life.
Jesus approached life with a humble attitude, putting obedience to God first with serving others as a
close second. Examining his life shows us how to
live ours.
Jesus lived in relationship with his Father.
Jesus lived each day on earth in intimate communion with the Father (John 14:10, John 8:28-29, Luke
5:16). Not only did the two walk step-in-step with
one another, but Jesus’ very identity was centered in
God. Jesus’ thoughts, words, and actions were filtered through and dictated by his conversations with
God.
When Jesus grieved the death of his cousin, He told
God. When Jesus was distressed about his impending death on the cross, He cried out to God; and in
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the same breath, he submitted to his Father’s will.
Amazingly we have access to a personal relationship with God, too, through our faith in Jesus. When
we are feeling forgotten, envious, or just plain mad,
we can express those sentiments to our Heavenly
Father.
Not only does God hear us, but He desires that we
pour out our hearts before him (Ps. 62:8). He wants
us to tell him everything! We are told in Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians that it is God’s will for the
believer to pray always (1:11).
Are we quick to pray? It’s amazing how a simple
conversation with God can alter our attitude. Very
often, God’s perspective trumps our own, and our
attitudes start to look more like Jesus’.
Jesus lived loved by his Father.
Jesus knew God loved him (Matt. 3:17). God didn’t
love Jesus because of the good works Christ did on
earth. God loved Jesus simply because Jesus is his
son.
As God’s children, we also get to experience God’s
love simply because we’re his. He loves us before
we think, say, or do anything to earn or deserve his
love. In fact, God proved his love for us by sending
Christ to die for us while we were still dead in our
sin (Rm. 5:8).
God’s staunch love for us doesn’t shift based on
circumstances, and that makes it a game-changer.
When we feel comparison killing our joy or gloom
weighing us down, we can resist those feelings and
rest in the knowledge of his resolute love for us.
This undeserved outpouring of love in our lives
should result in an overflow of love toward others.
We love because God loves us; and as imitators of
Christ (Eph. 5:1), we must replicate his self-denying
love for others which led him to the cross.
Jesus knew that his suffering would benefit the entire world. Likewise, we love not for our own good
but for the benefit of others, whether they have
“earned it” or not. We love not that we might be
recognized but that God’s love might be known.
(Continued on page 5)

(Continued from page 4)
Jesus lived to please his Father.
Jesus didn’t strive to please other people or even himself. He lived for one purpose: to please God
(John 5:30). Because his one goal was to please his
Father, Jesus lived at peace with himself and others.
Our attitude warps when we try to please the wrong
person, namely any person instead of God. The desire
for man’s approval distorts our perspective, and we
delude ourselves into believing that we could make
ourselves and other people happy if our circumstances were different. Once followed, this path leads to
bitterness and discontentment. Living to please God,
however, allows us to find our satisfaction in Him
alone (Phil. 4:11-13) and grants us freedom from
what others think.
Jesus had more than a positive attitude while here on
earth. He had a vibrant, personal relationship with
God. And because the same Holy Spirit that lived in

Jesus then dwells within us still today, we are empowered to imitate Christ’s attitude and perspective in
our everyday lives.
Not sure where
your attitude
is? Consider
these three
questions:
Do you have a
relationship
with God? If
so, do you continually take your thoughts to God in prayer and allowing him to filter them through his word?
Does God’s tenacious love for you affect the way you
view your circumstances? Or do your circumstances
cloud your view of God?
Who are you trying to please today? Yourself, someone else, or God?

Thankful
Eunice Madrene Miller Yoder
I’m thankful for the simple things
in life that mean so much
Like a small hand slipping into mine
Or a kitten’s friendly touch…
Like the sound of raindrops
falling on our roof at 2 A.M.
Must always thank God for songbirds’
sweet harmony note
Or that first poured cup of coffee
Bare feet in the cool, green grass
The simple things like fragrant flowers,
just a step out my backdoor
Oh, my Lord!
Soft hugs from my family and friends
For the gifts they chose to give me
I thank you my Lord for life complete
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Children Lead Worship at KMC
Sunday, September 10, Kalona Mennonite Church was
led in worship by the children, ages 3 - Third grade. It
was a lively service with great singing from the kids.
They invited the congregation to sing several songs
with them.

Several children also gave a good reason for eating
M&M’s, explaining how we can pray.
For each GREEN candy, thank God for one gift or
good thing in your life (family, love, health, enough,
etc).
For each BLUE candy, pray for a friend or neighbor
who needs help or who needs to know Jesus.
For each RED Candy, pray for someone you know.
For each YELLO candy, pray for someone who is sick
or hurt and needs to be healed.
For each BROWN candy, pray for yourself. Tell God
something you are sorry for, something that is worrying you or something you need help with.
We were invited to help ourselves to a colorful mix of
M&M’s during coffee time.

Pastor Scott gave a short meditation from Luke 18:1517 and Matthew 18:1-6, reminding us our children are
vitally important to us and our church, urging us to be
a congregation that welcomes children. Children can
teach us many things!

Jill Lundberg told a children’s story.
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Thank you to all those who work with the children
every week. You are doing a great job.

Thank you, Children, for sharing Jesus with us. We
love you.

Congratulations!
These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage, or 80 or more years of life
Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory.

Birthday:
Ed D Miller ~ October 10
Lynn Brenneman ~ October 11

Fern Bachmann ~ October 16

Anniversary:
Quentin & Dolores Miller ~ October 15 ~ 64 years
Gene & Edna Miller ~ October 17 ~ 63 years

What’s Happening???
Well, not much. Ed V. and Carol are on vacation this month. Check back in the November issue.
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"After a hard day scrambling to find your way
around in the world, it's assuring to come home
to a place you know. God can be equally familiar
to you. With time you can learn where to go for
nourishment, where to hide for protection, where
to turn for guidance. Just as your earthly house is
a place of refuge, so God's house is a place of
peace."
-Max Lucado

