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Mustard Seed
The Attitude Test
Josh Lundberg

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any
participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy
by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord
and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in
humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you
look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.
Have this attitude (“mind”) among yourselves, which is yours in Christ
Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality
with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form
of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of
death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and
bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the name
of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father. Philippians 2:1-11
I love watching my daughter grow and develop. I always have. I loved
seeing her take her first step and hearing her first word. I love watching
her do something she’s never done before. I love to see her mind and body
grow and change. Lately, I have found that as her mind and body develop
and grow stronger so does her will. There are times when she chooses not
to obey, determined that she does not want to and will not do what has
been asked of her. Other times, she will obey the command but clearly
conveys through her attitude that she is displeased to do so.
I expect and desire not only obedience from my daughter in her actions
but also in her attitude. If there is a wrong attitude, regardless of the actions with it, there is no real obedience. When this happens, I will often
have Livia sit on the steps until her attitude changes. It is her choice how
long she sits there. She is free to go whenever she wants; all she has to do
is change her attitude. The amazing thing is she always changes her attitude. She holds the power to do so. She holds the choice of her own attitude.
I believe God desires the same in His children—obedience from the heart,
obedience that begins with the right attitude independent of all outside
influences. Jesus clearly sets this example for His followers; and in Philippians 2, we are called to imitate Christ’s model of humility.
(Cont. on page 2)
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I always have a choice in my
attitude. Jesus did, too.
It reminds me of the victory
God has in store for every one
of us.
It was good to hear that they
were doing fine and still fans
of Iowa and the Chicago Cubs.
God has His eye on you and
will keep watching you until He sees His image in you.

(The Attitude Test, cont. from page 1)
This is something that goes directly against our natural instincts and thought. To choose humility. To take
on the attitude and mindset of a slave. To hand over
our rights, our egos, our will. And yet Paul commands
us to pursue humility by imitating Christ.
The passage begins with the command to “have this
attitude (or ‘mind’) among yourselves which is yours
in Christ Jesus.” This means “to develop an attitude
based upon careful thought.” Paul tells believers to
choose a new mindset, to choose a new attitude, to
choose the same mindset and attitude that Christ
chose. If we carry bitterness or impatience or anger,
we need to choose to change our mind. We must give
away our “right” to react to the circumstances or people we were hurt by, and in humility, submit our responses to God’s will.
Someone once told me that I cannot control what people say or do to me. I cannot control people, circumstances, or the weather. All these things are out of my
reach; however, I always have a choice in how I respond to them. I always have a choice in my attitude.
Jesus did, too.
Even before Christ came to earth, He existed in the
form of God, and Paul reminds us of that: “Although
He [Jesus] existed in the form of God, [He]did not
regard equality with God a thing to be grasped.” In
this text, Paul uses the present tense participle
(translated “existed”) to indicate ongoing existence.
The English word “form” can be misleading here because it suggests shape or outward appearance, while
the Greek word, (morphe), translated “form” refers to
the essential nature of something or someone. In this
context, Paul is saying that Jesus’ is the embodiment
of God. His nature and character directly corresponds
to God’s.

In Paul’s day, morphe was used in context with a Roman stamp. Official government documents were
sealed with wax; and while the wax was still hot, they
would press a ring or stamp into it bearing the emperor’s insignia. The impression made in the wax was an
exact representation of the insignia on the ring. Paul is
saying, “That’s the relationship Jesus Christ bears to
God the Father. Jesus is the exact representation of
who and what God is.”
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Yet in spite of being fully God, “[Jesus] did not regard
equality with God a thing to be grasped.” He did not
regard being equal with God something to be used for
His own advantage. Though equal with God (or equally God), Jesus did not seize this as an opportunity to
further His own interests at the expense of the Father.
Instead, He willingly released all of His personal
rights and “emptied Himself, taking the form of a
bond-servant, being made in the likeness of men.”
The point Paul makes is that Jesus Christ practiced
self-denial and self-sacrifice for our sake to become
“God among us.” What an astounding, unfathomable
thought! Jesus left the glory and splendor of heaven
and came to dwell on earth to serve others. Jesus—
who deserves all recognition, all glory, all service—
chose the attitude of a humble slave. No rights, no
ego, no will.
Paul fleshes out this concept further by stating that
Jesus took “the form of a bond-servant, being made in
the likeness of men.” Paul could have simply said that
Jesus took on the form of a human being, and that
would have been humiliation enough for God; but
Paul emphasizes the particular kind of man Jesus became: a bond-servant.
There is a general Greek word for humanity that Paul
could have used, or he could have used a noun indicating a male (as opposed to a female); but Paul uses
neither of those. Instead, he chooses the more specific
term doulos, which means slave or bond-servant.
Jesus became a slave, the lowest position a person
could become in the Roman world. He wasn’t born in
a mansion or a king’s palace, but in a dirty stable
among the animals. The Almighty God appeared on
earth as a helpless human baby, needing to be fed and
changed and taught like any other child. The King of
the Universe, the Lord of glory, voluntarily became a
pauper for our sake. The Creator stepped down into
His creation, yet the world did not recognize Him. He
was insulted, humiliated, and rejected by the very
people He had made. The more you think about it, the
more staggering it gets—the beautiful, unbelievable
truth of the Incarnation, the mindset of a slave. No
rights, no ego, no will. What God brings into our life
is His choice!
(Cont. on page 3)

(The Attitude Test, cont. from page 2)
Jesus went as low as He could possibly go: “He
humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point
of death, even death on a cross.” This verse reminds
us that Jesus humbled himself. No one humbled
Jesus; He willingly and graciously offered Himself
as our sacrifice.
The implication is that you and I should do the
same. We should choose an attitude and How
people treat us and respond to us is His
responsibility! No matter what is done, no matter
our circumstances, we must choose to respond with
selfless love toward others. We must be the image
of Christ to them.
The life of a slave is not glorious. It is a hard,
disciplined life that is seldom—if at all!—noticed or
recognized. A slave does what he is supposed to do.

or keeping sheep say to him when he has come in
from the field, ‘Come at once and recline at
table’? Will he not rather say to him, ‘Prepare
supper for me, and dress properly, and serve me
while I eat and drink, and afterward you will eat
and drink’? Does he thank the servant because
he did what was commanded? So you also, when
you have done all that you were commanded, say,
‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done
what was our duty.’” Luke 17:7-10
It would be easier to go out in a flash of glory, to
choose humility once, to choose to serve once; but
the life of the slave does not end this way. It
requires stamina, grit, and self-denial. No rights,
no ego, no will. This should and must be our
perpetual state-of-mind in life if we are to follow
and imitate Christ.
Lord, let my responses and my attitudes always bear
your image.

“Will any one of you who has a servant plowing

Congratulations!

These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage, or 80 or more years of life
Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory.

Birthday Congratulations:
Mary Groh ~ November 9
Eunice Yoder ~ November 12
Ruby Ellen Miller ~ November 21

Wedding Congratulations:

Darrel & Janet Showalter ~ November 4, 55 years
Emil & Erma Ropp ~ November 25, 68 years
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In Pursuit
Dawn Wyse

“

Now all glory to God, who is able, through his
mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think.” Ephesians
3:20 is one of my favorite Bible verses. It became
near and dear to me three summers back while we
were trying to put our deli back together after someone decided to put a car in the middle of the seating
area. I prayed over that verse in the deli more times
than I can count. In fact I wrote that verse on one of
the walls before it was finished. We also had an
artist make a piece of work based on this verse and it
now hangs on a wall in the deli. It is a reminder to
me that God is so much more than I can imagine. It
also reminds me that I have the mighty power of the
Holy Spirit within me.
I tell you this because it became catalyst with in my
spiritual life and that is a story I need to tell. Why
do I need to tell you? I have asked myself this many
times. Mark Batterson in his book The Grave Robber says it better than I can. “An ignorance is like a
lack of oxygen - it asphyxiates faith. That is why we
need to share testimonies! Hearing testimonies is
how I borrow faith from others. Sharing testimony
is how I loan my faith to others. If we are not sharing testimonies, we are cutting off circulation to the
body of Christ.” So I will try to do my part in helping the circulation of the church.
Eight years ago during my devotional time I was
reading God’s call to Moses. God was telling Moses
that he was to speak and that God would give him
the words. Moses wasn’t exactly receptive to the
idea, but God was set on what He wanted done.
Granted, God sent Aaron to take some of the speaking responsibility, but Moses wasn’t to be let off the
hook. God had created Moses for a purpose and He
desired Moses to fulfill that purpose. If Moses had
turned away and refused, God would have still accomplished His purpose, but it wouldn’t have ended
well for Moses. While I was studying this scripture
I felt like God was telling me that He was going to
need me to speak.
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Now this seemed like a lot to swallow, but I knew
that idea had not come from me. I am a person who
hated speech class in both high school and college.
Also, I have a lot of trouble talking to people. It often makes me uncomfortable especially if I have to
try to start a conversation. I usually feel like I don’t
fit in very well and that people would rather talk to
someone who is a lot more interesting than me. The
idea I would have to speak was a bit terrifying. So I
did what came natural to me. I did a Bible word
study on words like speak, declare, etc. Then I
wrote down many of the verses that contained theses
words. After that I spent a lot of time walking and
reading these scriptures aloud and mulling them
over in my head. I am sure there were times that I
drove my family crazy as I often did this inside the
house. As I went through this time of devotion and
study I felt God confirm many times that I would
need to speak. But along with this confirmation I
also became very aware that I must be sure of the
words to speak and to do my best to speak them
when called to do so, but also to only speak those
words and not add my human ones. It has become a
prayer I continually bring to God, because I am totally incapable of doing this on my own. However,
God does things that are beyond my imagination.
Through my Bible word study I was led to other Bible studies which led me to reading various devotionals. With each new thing I learned about God,
the more I wanted to know. I still knew I was to
speak, but my devotional time was more and more
about getting to know God better. The funny thing
about this was that I was having nudges to do certain
things. It might be to write a note to someone, or to
pray for someone I hadn’t seen in ages or some other
small thing. It took me a little while to fully realize
that this was the Holy Spirit leading me to speak in a
way that reflected God.
(Cont. on page 5)

At some point I was asked to write for the Mustard
Seed. The decision to write was easy because God
had already paved the way. He had led me to spend
time on a regular basis with Him that both deepens
my relationship with Him and helps me to hear His
Voice more clearly so I can “speak” or in this case,
write. I decided from the beginning that I will only
write as long as God gives me the words. It is the
only way it will work.
Eventually, God led me to a year where I only
studied the Holy Spirit. It was a precious year, but
I must say that I have only seen the tip of the iceberg when it comes to the Holy Spirit. This was
when Ephesians 3:20 started to open up for me. It
has changed how I approach life. It has caused me
to pray for more. Not more human stuff, but more
of the Holy Spirit working within me. It has
brought and continues to bring difficult challenges
into my life, but when I look back after walking
through them I see amazing ways that God worked
within me. In fact, there is a song on the Crowder
Band album American Prodigal called “Keep Me”
that speaks to me. It repeats the words often
“Lord, keep me walkin’.” I can totally relate.
Sometimes I really want to stop, but if I want the
complete relationship with God I’ve gotta keep
walkin’.
I challenge you to look in the Bible and take to
heart the promises that God has for you. Don’t you
want them? I know I do, but I also know that I
sometimes get impatient waiting for them and
wonder if I will ever have them. However, God is
faithful. Deuteronomy 7:9 “Understand, therefore,
that the Lord your God is indeed God. He is the
faithful God who keeps his covenant for a thousand generations and lavishes his unfailing love on
those who love him and obey his commands.” If
He promises something, it will happen. I read recently something that has made me think about this
in a different light. Bill Johnson in his book Hosting the Presence talked about how God told the
Israelites that they would receive the Promised
Land little by little so the beasts wouldn’t become
too much for them. (Exodus 23:29, Deuteronomy

7:22) He suggests “There is always a difference
between what’s in our account and what’s in our
possession.” The bottom line is God knows what
we are ready for now and that is what He will give
us now but He has more set aside for us for the
future.
Ephesians 3:20 tells me that no matter where I am
now, it is God’s plan to have the Holy Spirit work
within me and bring me to a place where I can
withdraw more from the account of promises that
He has for me and the outcome will be way bigger
and better than I can imagine. This verse brings
me incredible hope. There are many days I need to
be reminded of this hope. That is why we placed
this artwork in the deli. In a way it is my personal
Ebenezer. It reminds me of the victory God has in
store for every one of us. It is better than anything
we can think of and when it happens it will cause
us to fall on our knees before our Savior saying,
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord!!!”

I praise God for the power of His Words and for
the difference they make in my life. I also want to
thank you for taking time to take in the words God
has given me to write. May you be encouraged to
share your stories of God’s grace in your life to
others. Let’s keep the church’s circulation flowing.
As always, in pursuit…………
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WHAT’S HAPPENING!!!
Ed V & Carol Miller

There is a special day coming soon --- Pillow
Cleaning Day. Oh yes and it’s also Election Day,
but you probably didn’t need to be reminded of
that one. OK, now for some news from your congregation.
Reggie Hostetler attends college in N.E. Iowa at
Dordt College and majors in Ag Business. He
wanted a part-time job in farming and found a job
working for a top cattle breeder. So now Reggie
tends cattle for a well known geneticist by the
name of Faber. Everyone needs a break from
studying now and then. Way to go Reggie.

on the birth of Ezra James Brenneman, who was
born on October 4, 2016. Ezra James was named
after two of his great grandfathers.
Luke & Liam Schrock spent some time with the
Schillerstroms as they were harvesting. The boys
rode in the combine and the tractor and we are
sure they had a great time with Joel, Betsy, Ty &
Cody. What fun!

Mel & Luann Miller took a trip to Door County,
Wisconsin. They were celebrating her birthday
and their upcoming 40th wedding anniversary.
The whole family came home over the weekend
and helped Lu celebrate her birthday. It must
have been a special birthday that ended with a
“0”!
Congratulations to Jeff & Lindsay
Swartzendruber on the birth of their second baby
boy, Charlie Dale Swartzendruber, who was born
on Wednesday, September 21st. Jace is now the
big brother and is very helpful!
Congratulations to Aaron & Jessica Nisly on the
birth of their first child, Jacob William, born on
September 28, 2016. Jacob is the ninth grandchild for Mim & Sheldon.
Emil & Erma Ropp have moved from their home
in Kalona and have relocated to the Halcyon
House in Washington, Iowa. They are getting
settled in at 1124 S. Ave. B, 4F and seem to be
adjusting!
John & Julie Gingerich celebrated their 51st wedding anniversary by taking a trip to Kentucky in
September. They visited the Creation Museum
and “The Ark” and really enjoyed both. The Ark
is a full scale replica; however this one is not
made out of gopher wood. Sounds interesting!
Congratulations to Eldon & Jennifer Brenneman
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So where are they now? A little over a year ago
Lance & Cristina Richards along with their children, Addison & Dawson, all moved to Corvallis,
Oregon. They all seem to really like living in Oregon and are doing well. They have not forgotten
their Kalona connections. They recently were
both helping at the Oregon MCC Sale. Lance
helped cook the
pork and Cristina
was serving it
up, in her Hawkeye t-shirt. It
was good to hear
that they were
doing fine and
still fans of Iowa
and the Chicago
Cubs.
Well that’s it for now. So until next time, Go
Cubs Go!

The Refiners’ Fire
(The following was read by Pastor Josh in a recent sermon. So many people have commented on this. Here
it is in printed form, for reading again and being reminded of the Refiners’ fire. Editor)

Malachi 3:3 - "He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver."
This verse puzzled some women in a Bible study and they wondered what this statement meant
about the character and nature of God. One of the women offered to find out the process of refining silver and get
back to the group at their next Bible study.
That week, the woman called a silversmith and made an appointment to watch him at work. She
didn't mention anything about the reason for her interest beyond her curiosity about the process of
refining silver.
As she watched the silversmith, he held a piece of silver over the fire and let it heat up. He explained that in refining silver, one needed to hold the silver in the middle of the fire where
the flames were hottest as to burn away all the impurities.
The woman thought about God holding us in such a hot spot then she thought again about the
verse that says: "He sits as a refiner and purifier of silver."
She asked the silversmith if it was true that he had to sit there in front of the fire the whole time
the silver was being refined. The man answered that yes, he not only had to sit there holding the
silver, but he had to keep his eyes on the silver the entire time it was in the fire. If the silver was
left a moment too long in the flames, it would be destroyed.
The woman was silent for a moment. Then she asked the silversmith, "How do you know
when the silver is fully refined?" He smiled at her and answered, "Oh, that's easy - when I see
my image in it."
If today you are feeling the heat of the fire, remember that God has His eye on you and will keep
watching you until He sees His image in you.
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KMC joins to worship at
Crooked Creek Camp
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Our Vision is to be a life-giving church: Presenting
the life-giving message of Jesus Christ as Lord
and Savior to the people of the Kalona area and the
world, challenging them to accept Christ,
worship Him, and serve Him.
Our Mission is to fulfill the Great Commission:
Leading people to Christ; discipling them in the
faith; equipping them to witness; and sending them
out to serve.

Articles for the Mustard
Seed may be submitted to
Shirley Hochstedler or
placed in Shirley’s church

mailbox.

Listen to Sunday Morning Service From Home
If you want to listen to the service, you can do so by calling 656-2663. When it asks for
your participant code followed by the # key, dial 277467#. When it asks for your name
followed by the # key, say your name and push the # key.

