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Crowded Closet Report

Elsie Mast, KMC rep to CC

The Crowded Closet Association Meeting was held at Wayland Mennonite on
September 21, 2015 in Wayland, Ia. Roger Farmer, board chairman, opened the
meeting.

Jerry Klofenstein led in the devotions, reading from I Peter 3:13-15. Make a
defense with that hope that lies within. Have you thought that far ahead? Do
you have a story to tell? How many times have we been blindsided because we
haven’t thought far ahead. Jesus had a struggle just like us; he went to the wil-
derness to think things out. Roger read the end of the Lord’s Prayer. He asked
if we have decided who we want to vote for; decided and stand by them. Jesus
says don’t elect me then leave me!

The treasurer’s report gave totals from March 16™ through September;
$471,486 for the thrift shop. Silent Auction is doing well with about 30 items
on display. Crowed Closet takes in about $3000 a day average. Phil Yoder does
some of the bookkeeping. Bailey Schrock encouraged people to sign up to vol-
unteer. Volunteering helps people physically, mentally and emotionally. Volun-
teer hours add up to 640 hours which equals 16 full time employees. They use
several agencies to recruit volunteers.

Wilbur Mast gave a report of what all he and Grant Egli do in recycling metal
scrap. Junk boxes get overflowing in four to six weeks. Wilbur and Grant sepa-
rate the aluminum, brass, and stainless steel to get a better price. The price is
way down now which is $70.00 dollars a ton from $280.00.

I had asked for a more detailed treasurer’s report for this article and the follow-
ing was sent to me.

January through August, 2015- Income: gift shop-$19,954; thrift store-
$548,932; salvage- $12,229, special events-$32, coin box donations-$605.

Contributions sent to MCC were $315,000 which is 90% of our income.
Vouchers were also given totaling $35,107. Most of the vouchers given were to
people from the Crisis Center.
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 Fear and trembling is
something that we try
to avoid in our life.




WHAT’S HAPPENING!!!

EdV & Carol Miller

Well as I look out my window I see that our birdbath
is lined with Cedar Waxwings. It’s too cold for a
bath, but they enjoy a cold drink of water. A lot of the
birds have already gone south. Maybe we will take a
trip south as well, but for now there are just too many
things happening here and we wouldn’t want to miss
them. Now for the news.

Mim & Sheldon Nisly traveled to New Fairfield,
Connecticut to attend the marriage of their grand-
daughter, Megan. She is the daughter of Jeff and
Cyndi Nisly. Megan was here in Kalona several
years ago and worked at JW’s. She has been doing
mission work in England where she met her husband,
Tobin Archer. Tobin grew up in Orange City, lowa.
They are hoping to return to England and continue in
mission work there. Congratulations.

Shirley Hochstedler and four other area women at-
tended the Central Plains Conference ladies retreat at
Swan Lake Christian Camp near Viborg, South Da-
kota. They had a great time and would highly recom-
mend it for next year.

The Genesis’ SS Class got together for ice cream and
all the trimmings. Elsie and Wilbur Mast hosted the
class and everyone had a fun time visiting and telling
stories!

The Junior MYF met last Sunday for pizza and then a
photo scavenger hunt in downtown Kalona. Then it
was back to KMC for ice cream sundaes and they
played “sardines” in the church basement to finish the
party. What fun!

Mollie Ferguson and Ryan DeWit were married sev-
eral Saturdays ago at KMC. They reside in Rock
Valley, lowa where she teaches “transitional kinder-
garten” & Ryan is a salesman for a manufacturing
firm. Mollie is the third and final daughter of Mike
and Emi’s to get married. So they now have three
fine son-in-laws. Congratulations!
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Zac Eash and Rachel Purdy were married on October
3" in Ankeny, Iowa the couple resides in Ames, Iowa
where Rachel teaches preschool. Zac is a 5™ grade
teacher in State Center. Congratulations!

We heard from “Souled Out International” last Sun-
day. Josh Ercoli led us in worship and as it turns out
two of our young people will be traveling to Bolivia
with the team. Kerri Hostetler and Larissa Wyse will
spend the first three weeks of November with the
team as they travel to South America. Blessings to
their team as they evangelize and show the love of
Jesus.

There was a story told at Bernice Miller’s funeral
about how Bernice was having a tough time many
years ago with some of her little sons misbehaving.
She was so frustrated with the “little buggers” that
she finally took her Bible and let it fall open. Well, it
fell open to Isaiah 54:13 which reads “All your sons
will be taught by the Lord and great will be your chil-
dren’s peace.” Wow, how reassuring!

Also at Bernice’s funeral, her family did a lot of the
singing The service was closed with all of her family
standing and facing the congregation and singing
“Meet Me There”, where the faithful part no more.
What a great tribute to a wonderful lady!

Well, that’s about it for this time. Rake those
leaves and get ready for winter. Have a good No-
vember.



Congratulations!

These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage, or 80 or more years of life

Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory.

Anniversary:
Darrel & Janet Showalter, 54 years, November 4
Emil & Erma Ropp, 67 years, November 25

Birthday: o
Mary Groh, November 9

Eunice Yoder, November 12 *4
Ruby E Miller, November 21 B‘
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Library Notes

Shirley Hochstedler

Fall is in the air. After the raking is done and the
garden put to bed, there will be time to read a
book! There are new books in the library for you
to check out.

The books in the Christian Living category are |
Beg to Differ by Tim Muehlhoff; The Art of Men-

toring by Darlene Zschech; Undaunted by Chris-
tine Caine; and Why God Calls Us to Dangerous
Places by Kate McCord. You will also want to
read Mountains Beyond Mountains by Tracy Kid-
der.

Fiction books include A Promise Kept, by Robin
Hatcher; Shadows of the Canyon by Tracy Peter-
son; My Sister Dilly by Maureen Lang; and Han-
nah Grace by Sharlene MacLaren. If Large Print
is your pick, two more fiction books have been
added to that shelf: A New Leaf by Thomas
Kinkade; and Bake Until Golden by Linda
Shephard and Eva Everson.

Books for the younger set include The Gobble
Gobble Mooo Tractor Book; The School Picnic;
The Giving Tree (a Shalom Readers Club Book)

Noahs Ark; Miss Rumphius; Fall is Here, I Love
It; and a new Veggie Singalong, Jonah’s Over-
board.

All the CD’s are missing from the kids collection.
Does anyone know where they are? Please return
or let one of the library staff know where they
might be. They have not been checked out.

Please check your shelves for any KMC library
books that might have been mistakenly taken but
not checked out. There are several books missing
from our shelves,
but no cards in the
file. We thank you
for your help in
keeping our li-
brary a good place
to find good books
for everyone.




Fear and Trembling.. In Pursuit

Dawn Wyse

When I started to pray for God to lead me to
what [ was to write about this month it took a
while to know what direction He wanted me to
go. I have learned, however, that it doesn’t do
me any good to start without His direction so I
waited. A couple of days ago I just knew it was
to come out of Philippians. This really con-
fused me because it has been a while since I
spent much time in that book. I read Philippi-
ans all the way through twice in the next two
days and one passage stuck in my mind. Here
it is.
“ .work out your own salvation with fear
and trembling, for it is God who works in you,
both to will and to work for His good pleas-
ure.” Philippians 2:12b-13

“For God who works in you, both to will and
to work for His good pleasure” kept rolling
through my mind. That is one of the reasons we
should have fear and trembling before God.

We often hear the first part of this passage
about working out our own salvation but I had-
n’t really considered the reason.

Fear and trembling is something that we try to
avoid in our life. We avoid things that cause us
to fear. We avoid taking chances because we
are fearful we may get hurt. We avoid relation-
ships we fear may step on our emotions. We
fear failing so we just don’t try. We don’t want
to fear and we definitely don’t want to tremble
because we fear. It makes us look vulnerable
and incapable. This isn’t the type of fear that |
believe God is talking about.

The fear God is talking about is a reverence . . .
an awe of how mighty, glorious, powerful,
wonderful and perfectly good God is, especially
in contrast to how flawed we are. Trembling

has some interesting definitions when you look
it up in the Hebrew and Greek. Trembling it
says often relates to fear, but it also relates to
discipline, the shepherd’s rod and correction.
This reminded me of the times when I was [
was out for sports and my muscles would shake
after a hard training practice. It was part of the
process of getting stronger. So I see the fear
and trembling in this passage is the awe and
wonder coming from us as we realize the Al-
mighty God is willing to work in us (correcting,
guiding with His rod, disciplining) for His good
pleasure. God is working to make us stronger.
It is a jaw dropping concept to realize what God
in His Holiness is willing to make happen in-
side each and every one of us.

Work out your
salvation with
‘fear and

trembling.
Saint Paul |

| meetdile.com

This isn’t a new concept in the New Testament.
My search brought me to Ezra 9. Ezra 9:4 states
“Then all who trembled at the words of the
God of Israel, because of the faithlessness of
the returned exiles, gathered around me while 1
sat appalled until the evening sacrifice.” At this
time many of the returned Israelites had diso-
beyed God. They were sinning. However, there
was still what God calls a remnant of people
who stayed faithful to Him. They trembled at
His Word and allowed God to work in them.
This remnant was God’s people. Verse 8 tells
us that through this remnant God would bright-



(Fear and Trembling, cont. from page 4) knowing that God is going to work within me
(disciplining me) so that His good pleasure will be
the outcome? Or do I go to scripture not expecting a
work of God to happen inside of me? I have the
same questions about my prayer life. Honestly, I
would have to say that I need to be in a position of
fear and trembling before God more often in my

life. Fear and trembling before His Word hasn’t
been my position very often.

Isaiah 66:8 supports this. “Hear the Word of the
Lord you who tremble at His Word: Your brothers
who hate you and cast you out for my name’'s sake
have said “ Let the Lord be glorified, that we may
see your joy.” But it is they who shall be put to
shame.” God being glorified is the outcome of our
fear and trembling at His Word. Shame is the out-
come when we don’t.

I want to thank God for opening this scripture to me
this week. It has been a blessing and hopefully, it is
making a permanent shift in how I approach God
and His Word. I am anticipating God’s work in my
life. It will be exciting to see how God moves. [
pray each of you will also approach God’s Word
with fear and trembling. Can you imagine the light
and revival (Ezra 9:8) that would come from it? It’s
going to be amazing! As always, in pursuit.

Paul recognized that God worked through Him and
deserved the credit, the glory. “And I was with you
in weakness and in fear and much trembling, and
my speech and my message were not in plausible
words and wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spir-
it and of power so that your faith might not rest in
the wisdom of men but in the power of God.” 1 Co-
rinthians 2:3-5

This has made me wonder. How do I approach
scripture? Do I approach it with fear and trembling
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