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Mustard Seed
Thriving in our Christian Life
The other Sunday I mentioned that for sheep to be in a state
where they can thrive, they need several things: freedom from
the fear of being attacked, freedom from tension with other sheep,
freedom from hunger, and knowing that they have leaders who
will look out for their well-being.

What I am most grateful for right now is knowing that Jesus, our
Good Shepherd, is looking out for our well-being. In the midst of
change, it is said that one of the things people often experience is
confusion due to the uncertainty of how the future will look and
feel. As a congregation that has faced change on many fronts, we
need to read and reread Psalms 23 and John 10. In these two passages, we are given the great assurance of being led by our Good
Shepherd who will lead us into green pastures where there is rest,
nurture, healing, joy, and direction for the days ahead.
In the midst of change, may we as people renew our commitment
to the early church’s vision of being saved by our Good Shepherd, excited to pass on Christ’s saving grace to others, passionate to be in fellowship and prayer, committed to God’s Word,
loving others, and radiating the joy of the Lord in all we say and
do.
What comforting words for us to fully embrace, “The Lord is my
shepherd, I shall not want; He maketh me to lie down in green
pastures; He leads me beside quiet waters; He restores my soul.”
Thank God, that in a world of unrest, we can be at peace with
Christ and one another.
Scott Swartzendruber
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SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST


We are trying to move
forward with purpose while
keeping in mind that a thorough process is more important than a quick process.



There are many other excellent books on the shelves.
Stop by and check out a stack
of great fall reading.



When my faith in God changes the things I do then my
faith becomes a real thing and
not just a theory.

In Pursuit
“ And He did not many mighty
works there because of their
unbelief.” Matthew 13:58
Belief matters. There is no way
to get around that fact. What
we believe impacts our actions.
Our actions are proof of what
we believe. That really frustrates me.
I really want to believe 100% of
the time the promises of God.
The trouble is that my actions
prove over and over again that I
am not there yet. Tonight for
example, I am sad and dissatisfied with my life. I can’t put a
finger on the exact reason for
this, but it is a fact. The other
fact is that if I am relying on
and believing the promises that
God has made to me and every
other Christian then I wouldn’t
be sad and dissatisfied at this
moment.
During my Bible study this
week I came across a quote
from A.W. Tozer that touched
me. It says, “When faith becomes obedience, then it is true
faith indeed.” When my faith in
God changes the things I do
then my faith becomes a real
thing and not just a theory.
My problem is that I am not
sure how to get from point A
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(knowing I need to believe
God’s promises) to point B
(living my life in a way that
makes choices based on God’s
promises). My unbelief is robbing me of the blessings of
God’s promises. I know this.
Just read Matthew 17 and see
why the disciples couldn’t cast
out a demon from a possessed
boy. It was because of their
unbelief!
Also, God is deprived of the
glory He deserves when we
don’t believe. My unbelief
steals God’s glory from Him.
May God, please, forgive me.
May God have mercy on me
and help me overcome my unbelief. I don’t want to be in a
position of unbelief. I want to
give glory to God. I want to
treasure God’s Word and use
His promises as my solid foundation.
I am not there yet. But I do believe that God is working within
me. Praise God! I don’t want
Him to say that He couldn’t do
many mighty works here because of my unbelief. May
God’s work in me not be hindered by me.
As always, in pursuit.
Dawn Wyse

WHAT’S HAPPENING!!!
Hello KMC, we are back following a
one month sabbatical. We did enjoy
the break, and trust us you didn’t miss
a thing! It’s harvest time and now
hunting season is here as well. So be
careful out there. Now for the news.
Well, maybe you did miss out, because we have a whole boat load of
wedding
engagements to
report:
Nathaniel
Yoder &
Andrea
De Avila;
Nolan
Yoder &
Rachel
Boyd; Jill Swartzendruber & Konrad
Swartz; Christopher Troyer & Jody
Olson; August Schrock & Abbi Short;
and Jamie (Miller) Trueblood & Shad
Myers. Congratulations to all and to
their parents.

Shirley & Cal Hochstedler’s granddaughter was chosen to be a part of the
opening ceremonies of a recent Indianapolis Colts football game. Lydia Isley is 8 years old, can you only imagine how gigantic those football players
were as they rumbled by and these little kids gave them “High Fives”.
Yikes!
Several KMC youth were chosen for
the Youth Salute Program sponsored
by Hills Bank. High School seniors
are selected based upon their academic
and leadership contributions.
KMC’ers chosen were Whitney Christiansen, Seth Eash, Reggie Hostetler,
and Lane Schrock. Congratulations!

Calvin & Judy Yoder spent some
time with Judy’s friends & husbands
from when she worked in Colorado as
a nurse many years ago. They spent
the weekend at the Shepherd’s Inn at
CCCC. They all came and worshiped
with us when KMC met at the camp
that Sunday. And what a nice time we
Larry Pickard took a flying trip to Ki- all had that day.
ev, Ukraine, then a 7 hour train ride to
Jeff Miller preached at Bethel MenMohylir-Podilskyy, Ukraine in Sepnonite Church several Sunday’s ago
tember to attend the wedding of Iryna
when we (KMC) were all at Crooked
Kukurudza. She was the international
Creek Christian Camp. He got invited
exchange student that spent a school
out for lunch, but told them he had
year with Larry & Bonnie and attended
plans to come and join all of us at the
IMS in 2007/2008. Iryna was so excitpotluck. Smart cookie!
ed to have Larry attend, and he enjoyed his stay even though he didn’t
Well, that’s it for this time so cheer
know the language! She married a
on those St. Louis Cardinals, after all
lucky young man from her home town they are from the Midwest. However
of Mohylir-Podilskyy. Larry, we are
if you like “beards”, then Boston is
also glad you made the trip.
your team! What would really be funny, would be to see the Boston team
Carson Miller and Troy Slaubaugh
wearing “black hats” instead of baseplayed in the State Sand Green Golf
ball caps. Now that would be preTournament in Malvern, IA in Septemcious! OK, it’s time to put my warped
ber. Carson placed fourth out of 24
mind to rest & sign off.
golfers. We are sure they had a great
time together.
So long for now,
Ben Fiordeliese was elected “King” of Ed V. & Carol Miller
the Mid-Prairie High School Homecoming. No, he didn’t get to kiss the
queen. All he got was a “pep talk”
from his football coach at half-time.
Congratulations Ben!
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Winter Creative
Four months in a year
November, always thankful
Family comes home, favorite time of the
year
Season hunter

Brightest moon
Pleasure hearing crunching snow

Her silver mantle threw

Under my boots on the path

Silence in the night

But, Hey! Scooping our snow is good

Furry animals come out to frisk about

Mighty fine you know

In the morning

Quite a drift of snow out the back door

Unmistakable patterned details

May be four feet or so

In the fresh snow
How we shiver

Search outdoors for turkey, deer
It is indeed a joyful blessing of life

In the silence of the night

Our wild birds come daily to feed

Listen to the caroler’s voice ring

I cannot easily express all the best reasons

There’s nothing

Joyfulness, comfort, kindness

What tough winters are all about

But the daily two P.M. mail delivery

What a blessing

You will find

To retrieve
Thanks for the goodwill

Annual snow starts to come
Winds roaring

We shed no tears

The heavenly message you brought!

In the night winds whistle

The flowers will bloom another year

Your child was born

Flapping vents about your house

Even in winter

I feel it down deep inside

One knows that our garden sleeps

Our Christmas tree is decorated with lights

Under a blanket of snow

Bright shining packages underneath
For all to enjoy

Early morning glance from our window
Seeing snow puff decorative structures
Shrubs, evergreens
It took me by surprise!
Life is full of joyous treats
Young and fabulous
The soul inside me speaks
Your breath
Your hands
Create unusual beauty
Snowflakes flutter like cut crystals
Random patterns sparkle in the sun
Let us grab our warm outerwear
Adding pounds of layers to our attire
Pull on your snow boots
Wade through it all
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Glassy red berries clinging to our crabapple tree
Bringing in our winged bird friends
It makes me feel alive
It is time for being refreshed
With a cup or two of good hot tea
Brightens, cheers the body and soul
On a still evening
Now glows the starry host
All heaven seems to twinkle
You take a close look at the thermometer
Four to twenty below!
Don’t worry or fret
Just stoke the firebox

Icicles hanging from the eave’s edge
Three feet long!
Beauty where it deprived
Beauty’s effect with winterment
But snow
Their substance still lives sweet
What a precious thought
Winter,
Cherished thoughts and feelings it always
brings
Eunice Madrene Miller Yoder

Pastoral Search Committee
The Pastoral Search Committee continues to move
forward in the work of calling an associate minister. We are now reviewing application materials
and the next step will be exploratory conversations
with candidates. People have asked when we
think we will present a candidate to the congregation and at this point, it is difficult to predict when
that will be. We are trying to move forward with
purpose while keeping in mind that a thorough
process is more important than a quick process.
Our work has been made easier because of the
feedback we received from the congregation earlier this summer. The profile we created from that
information has helped candidates get a picture of
who we are as a congregation. Candidates submit

extensive descriptions of their beliefs and preferences for a pastoral position which we use to evaluate their application..
Anyone interested in the position can contact
Frank Yoder, committee chair, or Tim Detweiler,
Central Plains Conference Minister for Ministerial
Leadership. Please continue to pray for the search
process and for the committee. Members of the
committee are Wanda Beachy, Lynn Hostetler,
Nate Miller, Nicole Miller, Robin Schrock, John
Wallerich, and Frank Yoder. If you have any suggestions or concerns, please feel free to talk with
any of us.
Frank Yoder, Search Committee Chair

Thanksgiving is a time to remember our blessings with all those
who are so dear!

Library Notes
This is a big month for Children's Books in the
Library! A series of books for middle readers
from around the world will give a lot of insight
into other cultures. Titles of these books are A frican Adventures, Amazon Adventures, Outback
Adventures, Rocky Mountain Adventures, Rain
Forest Adventures, Himalayan Adventures, Great
Barrier Reef, Kiwi Adventures, Scottish Highland
Adventures, Cambodian Adventures, New York
City Adventures, Pacific Adventures, Wild West
Adventures, Antarctic Adventures, and Emerald
Isle Adventures. You don’t need to be a “middle
reader” to check out these books!
For the younger set, there are a number of easy
readers as well as some picture books. These titles
include Just Plain Fancy, Here Comes the Snow, I

Love My Mommy, The Icky Bug Counting Book,
When I Feel Scared, When I Feel Sad, When I
Feel Angry, When I Care About Others, and A
Kiss Goodbye, a sequel to The Kissing Hand.
A family DVD, The ButterCream Gang, has
also been placed in the library. Check it out!
For those of you who enjoy audio CD’s, check
out Joel Osteens Become a Better Y ou. And in
the Missionary category, check out A Harvest of
Trust by Karen Lewis & June Hathersmith.
There are many other excellent books on the
shelves. Stop by and check out a stack of great
fall reading.
Shirley Hochstedler, Librarian
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Worshipping at CCCC
The October 13 Sunday edition of KMC’s worship service was a great day for all of us. Over 150 people made
the journey to Crooked Creek Christian Camp for the morning service and the potluck following. The Seekers
Sunday School Class planned the morning service, and participants included Mentors and Mentees from the
mentoring program. The class also provided potatoes, chicken, and baked beans and the rest of the group
brought salads and desserts. The younger set had a great day playing outdoors, and the not so young also enjoyed games on the lawn after lunch. It was a great day and many commented that they hope we do this again
next year! Thanks to the Seekers for this opportunity!

Congratulations!

KALONA MENNONITE
CHURCH
902 6th St.
P.O. Box 819
Kalona, IA 52247

These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage, or 80 or more
years of life. Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory.
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Articles for the Mustard Seed may
be submitted to Shirley
Hochstedler at shirleyh@kctc.net
or placed in Shirley’s mailbox.

Anniversaries:
Darrel & Janet Showalter
November 4, 52 years
Emil & Erma Ropp
November 25, 65 years

Our Missionaries
Stay updated on what is happening with Allison Yoder & Kelsey Schrock:
check out their blogs:
Allison: beautifulbiodiversity.blogspot.com
Kelsey: bataholavolunteers/wordpress/com

Contact:
Troy Miller in Haiti: teeroyster@gmail.com
Sharayah Williams in Albuquerque: sharayahw@gmail.com
Zach Weiss in Texas: zach6648@gmail.com

Continue to pray for these young people who are serving the Lord away from
Kalona.

