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Mustard Seed
Jesus, Our Wise and Gracious
Problem Solver
Scott Swartzendruber
The former president of Fuller Theological Seminary recently said that
there is a real pastoral problem right now in that with so many different
issues confronting the church, pastors are facing “pastoral perplexity”
when it comes to knowing how to deal with all the problems. As
Christians, we all have to deal with a myriad of problems that face us in
our personal life, family life, spiritual life, work life, etc. In Exodus 32,
we read that there was a time in the life of Moses when he had to plead
with God to not bring disaster on his people who were not handling
their many problems in a righteous way. As we face the many problems of life in ways that are not always the most constructive, we need
to thank God that He is merciful and that He works with us in patient
endurance as we find our way to the paths of righteousness that He
wants us to walk.
As leaders in the church, we can certainly relate to the term “pastoral
perplexity,” and yet we are also encouraged to know that we serve a
God who is slow to anger and who will patiently walk with us as we
seek solutions to the many perplexing issues of our day. Not only do
we serve a gracious God who is patient with us as we face the problems
of life, but we also see that God loves us enough to give us ways to
overcome problems. In verses 10-28 of Exodus 34, we read that God
“wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant (the Ten Commandments).” God gave the Israelites spiritual wisdom on how to solve and
avoid problems in their personal life and community life. He gave
them teaching on how to maintain good relationships with God, self,
and others. For example, He told his people how to avoid burnout and
spiritual bankruptcy: “….six days you shall labor, but on the seventh
day you shall rest.” The point is that there are problem-solving
rhythms of work and worship that can eliminate a lot of our modern
perplexing problems. God is both gracious and filled with wisdom. He
helps us find solutions to our problems so that we can experience peace
with Christ, self, and others and have a clear view of what pleases God.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
In Pursuit .................................2
Your Money Mindset ................3
What’s Happening ....................4
Library Notes............................5
Thoughts of a Father ................6
KMCer’s Serve ..........................7
KMC Celebrates Holy Week .....8
Congratulations…………………..10
God Bless You, Moms…………..10

SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST
 We serve a God who is slow to
anger and who will patiently
walk with us as we seek solutions to the many perplexing
issues.
 God has given us the opportunity to nourish others and also the
opportunity to be nourished
through the family of God.
 We were told it is impolite to
not clear your plate, and everyone sat down to plates that were
heaping with food.

In Pursuit
Dawn Wyse

Many people try their hand at gardening during this
time of the year. It is so exciting to see all the young
and
healthy
plants.
We look at
them and
in our
minds we
are filled
with many hopes for what they could become whether
it is a bountiful harvest or a beautiful garden. It is a
wonderfully refreshing feeling after winter, especially
in years like this one where winter hung around seemingly forever.
For this moment I want you to place your fellow
Christians into the same place in your mind where you
put the items you want to put in your gardens. Securely place them in this place of hope. Next, consider this
quote from Barbara Bush, “If human beings are perceived as potentials rather than problems, as possessing strengths instead of weaknesses, as unlimited
rather than dull and unresponsive, then they thrive
and grow to their capabilities." Now I ask you to not
remove these people from this place of hope, but rather use this picture as a touchstone as I share with
you some scripture God planted in my mind as I was
reading through some of the New Testament recently.
I want to start with Hebrews 6:7-8: “For the ground
that drinks the rain that often falls on it and that produces vegetation useful to those for whom it is cultivated receives a blessing from God. But if it produces
thorns and thistles, it is worthless and about to be cursed, and at the end will be burned.” The Bible often
likens rain to blessings from God. (Ezekiel 34:26 is
an example of this.)
What I see in this verse is that
we are like the ground. So, when God blesses us we
are given something of value, something that has the
potential to produce. In my mind I see it as God giving
us the ultimate “Miracle-gro” so we can grow spiritually. Then it is up to us how we use this blessing.
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Will we grow it to produce something to nourish our
fellow Christians spiritually or will we misuse the
“Miracle-gro” and produce things that will hinder
growth, stop growth or even kill off previous growth
in the spiritual life of the family of God? The blessing
is in our hands. We will use it in a way that brings
more blessing or in a way that brings curses and death.
This can be sobering and it should be, but it also contains hope.

God has given us the opportunity to nourish others and
also the opportunity to be nourished through the family of God. This point is emphasized by Colossians
4:12. “Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of
Christ Jesus, sends you greetings. He is always wrestling for you in his prayers, so that you can stand mature and fully assured in everything God wills.” I love
this! Someone loved his fellow Christians enough to
WRESTLE in prayer so that they could stand mature
and fully assured in EVERYTHING God wills. It is a
beautiful picture . . . prize garden worthy!
We are called to take care of one another enough to
want more for them. We are called to do what we can
to nurture each other to a more deeply rooted faith that
produces more fruit. We are to be known by our fruit.
(Matthew 7:16). We are equipped to do this. “Just as
each one has received a gift, use it to serve others, as
good stewards of the varied grace of God.” (I Peter
4:10)
We are also to look out for one another. We need to
help each other keep the weeds from growing. “Have
mercy on those who waver; save others by snatching
them from the fire; have mercy on others but with
fear, hating even the garment defiled by the
flesh.” (Jude 22-23). We are called to cheer each other
on in our faith. “But encourage each other daily, while
it is still called today, so that none of you is hardened
by sin’s deception.” (Hebrews 3:13).
(Continued on page 3)

(In Pursuit, cont. from page 2)

Do you still have the touchstone of your fellow
Christians? Bathe them in hope. Encourage
God has given us great blessing and great rethem as they strive to grow. Wrestle for them in
sponsibility when He gave us our Christian
your prayers. Stand beside them and lend a
brothers and sisters. We really are quite an ex- hand as they fight the thorns and weeds. Water
otic garden when you take the time to see the
the entire garden with God’s blessing (Miraclepotential and hope that God has placed in us,
Gro). Share the bounty of your harvest and enyes, as individuals, but as a group the hope radi- joy the bounty of theirs. Then we will be known
ates exponentially. We need to hold onto this
by our fruit. Oh, what a glorious God blessed
hope as tightly as we can. It is precious seed for garden it will be. . . filled with hope.
the garden God desires us to have.
As always, in pursuit….

Your New Money Mindset: Create a healthy
relationship with money
By Brad Hewitt and James Moline, PhD

This book challenges your attitudes about money and
how they impact an open-hearted approach to life. Authors Brad Hewitt, CEO of Thrivent Financial and
James Moline, Ph.D., a licensed psychologist (with
graduate seminary degrees), look at the importance of
integrating our faith with our financial decisions and
fully embracing how our use of money reflects what it
means to follow Jesus. [This book can be found in the
KMC library.]
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WHAT’S HAPPENING!!!
Ed V and Carol Miller
First off, I want to report some “new arrivals” to our
backyard. As I was writing this article this morning I
saw a Wood Thrush, a Brown Creeper, and a Yellowrumped Warbler. That was for you bird watchers here
at KMC. Now for the news from the congregation.
June, 2017 Monica & Merlin Miller attended the Antiques Roadshow in Green Bay, Wisconsin. Monica
had a banner from her father she wanted to have appraised. Merlin didn’t make the “cut” with his autographed baseball. However, Monica was selected and
the episode will be aired, Monday, April 30th at 7 PM
on Iowa Public Television. We can’t wait to see this!
What fun
We recently had child dedication at KMC. Those dedicated were: Kaden Leichty (Michael & Melanie), Maple Slaubaugh (Justin & Shalee) and Loralyn Bontrager
(Ryan & Haley). The congregation read a child blessing (#791 Blue Hymnal) promising to help nurture
these little ones. These services are always precious in
the life of the congregation!
Amanda Bleichty was ordained to the ministry on
April 8, 2018 at
Washington Mennonite Church. Her
parents Merle &
Marlinda were
there as well as
many from their
Seekers S.S. Class.
Congratulations!
Sylvia Erb and her
1st and 2nd graders
had a visitor to their SS Class. They were greeted by a
little lamb. We never heard any “baas” coming from
the basement, so we assume the lamb had plenty of
attention and never missed its momma! The children
(notice I didn’t say kids)
may not remember the
lesson that
Sunday, but
they will never forget the
soft curly visitor.
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“Schmeckfest” – have you heard of this celebration?
In Freeman, South Dakota they call it a “festival of
tasting” and it is held during the early Spring. So we
(Ed & Carol) went for the 1st time and helped celebrate
the heritage of three Mennonite groups that settled
there in Southeastern S.D. We went through Pioneer
Museum, ate their smorgasbord, attended Godspell,
heard the Hesston Bel Canto Choir, and to top it off got
to visit a Hutterite Colony! It was all quite interesting.
The Genesis SS Class met at Jim & Sandy Gingerich’s
for a potluck and a movie. They watched the movie
“The Case for Christ”, the true story of an atheist
newspaper reporter, who did the research to try and
prove that the resurrection was a hoax. However, after
it was all said and done, he became a believer of the
risen Christ! “Hallelujah tis done, I believe on the
Son”. (You can find the DVD in the KMC library.)
We came across a story from +50 years ago. It was
November 30, 1964 and Derald Bender was 16 years
old at the time. In those days you would get a new car
license plate every year and Derald decided he would
like to have the number 1 on his plate. So on Monday,
November 30th he
took the day off from
work and drove up to
Iowa City and was at
the Johnson County
Court House at 7:30
AM. He was the first
one in line that morning and he held his
spot for the next 24
hours. His buddies,
Lloyd D. Bender &
Ronnie Miller, had
gone to work that day
and came and joined
him when they got
off work that evening. It had to have
been a long night, but
the next morning it paid big dividends. Derald got his
#1, Ronnie #2, Lloyd #3 and they all got their pictures
in the Iowa City Press Citizen. Oh my, what memories
they made.
(Continued on page 5)

(What’s Happening, cont. from page 4)

Central Plains Mennonite Conference is in partnership with the Mennonites in Ecuador. Twelve
people from Iowa and Nebraska helped with a 2
week service project there in Quito, Ecuador.
KMC had five volunteers for the project; John
Schrock, Ez Schrock, Doug Slaubaugh, Ty Schillerstrom, and Quinlan Miller. They did a lot of
painting & remodeling and they made a lot of new
friends. So what was more important, the service
or the outreach? After reading the April issue of
“Scattered Seeds”, (church mailboxes), I have my
idea of what was more important! What do you
think, service or outreach?

OK, that’s it for this time. Have a good Spring, it’s
bound to get here sometime!

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Library Notes
Shirley Hochstedler
Has it been a while since you have stopped by
the library at KMC? If so, come in soon and see
what is new or check the shelves for something
you may have missed before. There are so
many good books; you will surely find something that will be just what you are looking for.
We have added a few new books for you to
check out!
Have you wondered about where Mennonites
came from? Stories How Mennonites Came to
Be by John D. Roth may help answer that question.
In Christian Living, we have added The Power
of a Praying Life by Stormie Omartian; The
Final Week of Jesus by Max Lucado; and Girls
Gone Wise by Mary Cassian.

Biographies include Bonhoeffer, Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy by Eric Metaxas; Small Price
to Pay by Harvey Yoder; and a book written by
a ‘plain’ woman, Simple Pleasures by Marianne
Jantzi.
New fiction includes two ‘Amish’ books, A n
Amish Family Reunion by Mary Ellis; The Love
Letters by Beverly Lewis, and All She Left Behind by favorite author, Jane Kirkpatick.
Two by Two! is a new book for the very young.

So stop by, browse, and ask for help finding
something if you wish, but don’t neglect reading something this week!
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Thoughts of a Father
Quentin Miller

(The following was shared at Quentin Millers Celebration of Life Service at KMC on April 7. It was written
following the death of his son, George in August, 1999,
and was included in a book of remembrances of George.
Pictured is the actual windmill.)

We have traveled quite a number of years on
Highway 35 from Kansas City to Emporia.
Along the side of the road I always see this
windmill on the prairie grasses that has inspired me to write this story.
The first time I saw this windmill, all the fins
of the wheel were visible. The only thing missing was the pump rod connecting the gear box
to the pump. The wheel was turning, but no
water was pumped. There was a time, I’m sure,
when the pump rod was intact and as the wind
turned the wheel around and around, water
would flow from the pump into the tank
providing animals with cool water.
Sometime later I noticed one of the fins of the
wheel was missing but the wheel continued
turning. It seemed that every time we traveled
that road, more and more of the fins were missing. The last time I saw the windmill almost
half of the fins on one side were gone. The
wheel was still turning, but it almost didn’t
make it around when the fin side was moving
up. I don’t think it would turn at all if the rod
was still there connected to the pump.

I think of the wheel on the windmill as being
our family. The pump rod that connects us
with the pump is our Faith in God. When we
allow his faith to be broken, we no longer are
able to be connected to the pump from which
flows the water that quenches the thirst of all
who come to drink. During the past year, our

6

faith in God has been tested with the loss of
one of the fins of the wheel. Oh yes, we can
repair the wheel, but it will never be the same.
My prayer is that all of us will keep our faith in
God. I hope it doesn’t happen to us like it did
to the windmill beside the road.
As a son, brother, uncle, and friend, George
will be missed from the wheel. But again, may
the pump rod stay connected so that the water
of life that Jesus so freely gives, continues to
flow.

KMCer’s Volunteer in Ecuador
Doug Slaubaugh
On Friday February 23, Ez Schrock, John Schrock,
Quinlan Miller, Ty Schillerstrom and Doug Slaubaugh
met up with Faye Gerig and Leo Rudolphi at the Cedar Rapids airport to fly to Quito, Ecuador. Arriving in
Quito at 1:00 AM Friday morning, we met the rest of
our group from Nebraska, Doyle & Ann Roth, Dave &
Kathy Stutzman, and Ron Troyer. The group was then
bused to our hotel for whatever sleep we could get
until breakfast.
Breakfast was served at the hotel and then our group
walked the 8 blocks to the Mennonite church. The
Quito Mennonite Church acquired their church building approximately 6 months ago, with several renovations needed. Our group spent the week remodeling a
bathroom, washing all the windows, painting the exterior and some of the interior of the building, welding
framework for a patio roof, venting the hot water heater, and some electrical work.
A regular work day consisted of eating breakfast
at the hotel 7-7:30, walking to the church to start
work at 8:30, and eating
lunch made and served
by the ladies at the
church. Working again
until 5:30, sometimes
eating supper also at the
church, walking back to
the hotel and relaxing in
the hotel lobby visiting
or playing games. Some evenings were spent trying
out the local restaurants. One evening we were invited
for supper at another church 30 minutes away that had
just become part of the Mennonite Church. We were
told it is impolite to not clear your plate, and everyone
sat down to plates that were heaping with food. Needless to say, we were all stuffed!!
The first Sunday we
were there we went
to Old Town Quito
where we did some
sightseeing. We saw
the Presidential Palace and visited a
Catholic Cathedral
that was built in the
1500’s and added on
to in the 1800’s. It was pretty amazing! On Tuesday
morning we went to the Equator where we visited a

museum. They also held
demonstrations on balancing
an egg, trying to keep your
balance, and the effect of a
whirlpool in a sink, depending on which side of the
Equator you were on. You
can see Ty trying his best!
On the last Sunday we did a
little shopping at a market.

The Mennonite Church in
Quito has an attendance
of between 30-40 people.
Their services are in
Spanish and they also
have a worship team similar to ours. The people
were very friendly and
seemed to really appreciate all of our help.
After arriving at the airport to head for home, our families here realized our flights were cancelled and that
the group was split up, being put on separate flights on
separate days coming home. Kyle Miller spent 4 hours
on Sunday evening in the US trying to get our group
all on the same flight to. Trying to communicate with
a Spanish speaking clerk at the airport (which he had
to get help from a neighbor to translate), to get everyone booked on the same flight was not easy. Communication at the Quito airport was sketchy at best. Finally, Kyle was able to get us all on with some of us delaying in Houston longer than others. We all arrived
safely on Monday the 5th of March, with some arriving
in Cedar Rapids and some coming into Des Moines.
Everyone in our group enjoyed the experience of helping others and the appreciation from the Quito Church
for all that we did for them. It was a great trip, making
new friendships, and leaving with the feeling that what
we accomplished will improve the lives of others.
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KMC Celebrates Holy Week
and Easter Sunday
Palm Sunday

Maundy Thursday

Good Friday at IMS

Easter Breakfast and Service
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Congratulations!
These people have reached a milestone,
50 or more years of marriage, or 80 or more years of life
Don’t forget to send a card!
The addresses are in your church directory.
Birthday ~ Anna Mae Gr aber ~ May 1

God Bless You, Moms
Eunice Madrene Miller Yoder

For all your love, nurturing, and caring
For patient understanding
For faith and values showing

God grant you grace, Moms
With everything that’s beautiful and blessed
Your lovely laughter
Your leisure time
For you deserve the very best

