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Cheering on the Youth and
Young Adults
Scott Swartzendruber

While watching some of the Winter Olympics in South Korea, I
quickly became aware that there is no one my age going 60-70
miles an hour down a ski slope. No one my age is flying 45 feet
in the air while doing a snowboarding jump. Most of those competing and representing their countries at this year’s Winter
Olympics are between the ages of 17-30. When you really think
of the age of those who are winning medals for their country, it is
pretty impressive that it is the younger generation who has the
greatest skills and abilities to compete at such high levels.
In I Timothy 4:12, Paul tells younger Timothy to not let anyone
look down on his youth. Paul, who was probably 2-3 decades
older than Timothy, recognized the great gifts and abilities of the
younger generation and what a gift they are to the church. We
ought to cheer for people in all stages of life, and yet the Winter
Olympics reminds us to greatly appreciate the many talents of the
young. In the church, we need to look for ways we can cheer on
the youth and young adults who possess many gifts and talents. It has been said that a word of encouragement is like oxygen to the soul. Paul understood this in relation to the young, and
therefore he took time to notice and encourage a younger believer
by the name of Timothy.
May we be good cheerleaders to the younger generation, who
have many God-given abilities. The church community will be a
much stronger place when we value the gifts of the young and
invite them to represent Christ in our communities and throughout the world.
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We must cherish God’s
presence above all else
and do everything possible to encourage everyone else to do the
same.
It has been said that a
word of encouragement
is like oxygen to the
soul.

Boys Venture Club Enjoys Winter Fun
Michael Leichty
The Boys Venture Club met at Michael
Leichty’s house on Sunday, February 11 after
church. Following a spaghetti lunch, they went
sledding and snowboarding over some ramps
made by Ty Schillerstrom. They also spent a lot
of time playing King of
the
Hill. Midafternoon
they went
inside to
have
s’mores, hot
chocolate,
and Bible
study by the
fireplace. Later
they went
back outdoors for
more snow

fun and returned to KMC in time for Bible
Memory.

Regardless of the cold weather, they all had a
great time.

Congratulations!
These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage,
or 80 or more years of life
Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory.

Birthday:
Ruby Miller (Owen) ~ March 6

Janet Showalter ~ March 14
Leo Schrock ~ March 22
Leta Mae Schneider ~ March 24

Anniversary:
Ed & Carol Miller ~ March 19
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WHAT’S HAPPENING!!!
Ed V. & Carol Miller
Well, there has been quite an exodus of KMC
snowbirds this winter. The destination hotspots
have been Texas, Florida and Arizona. And what a
cold snowy winter they all missed out on!!

Cal and Shirley Hochstedler spent two weeks in
Phoenix, Arizona. On the way to Arizona they
stopped over-night in Albuquerque, New Mexico
and had dinner with the newlyweds, Jacob and
Katie Lehman. They were all very glad to see each
Sylvia Erb recently tried her hand at “Stand-up
other. So while in Phoenix they worked with the
Comedy.” There was a variety show at the Wash- SOOP Project, which is Service Opportunities for
ington High School, a fund raiser for the drama
Older People. They both spend time working at the
department, and she signed on. Sylvia had five
“Food Banks”. Shirley also helped teach English to
minutes and talked about her “fashion snafus.” She refugees, and Cal got to do some plumbing as
had a good time and did get to check off one more well. Coming home they stopped at the Grand
item from her “bucket list”! Way to go Sylvia!!
Canyon and got to visit friends in Colorado. Welcome home!
Vaughn Gingerich retired from CBI Bank in Kalona on February 2nd. He had worked there for 7
years. The bank threw a party for him that day and
yes, there was an Andy Griffith Show theme. So
congratulations to Vaughn, we wish you well.

Emma Beachy presented a wonderful senior recital
at IMS on February 18, 2018. We got to hear her
sing, play piano and play the flute. Thank you Emma for a great afternoon of music.

The All-Church Sewing nite was attended by about
60 men, women and children. The crew knotted 12
quilts and rolled 110 bandages. Twelve college
boxes were also completed as well. Supper was
served and everyone had a good time together. Good job everyone.
That’s it for this time. March Madness with all its
basketball will soon be here, however there probably won’t be any Iowa college teams invited this
year. So get ready for Spring, it’s just about here!
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In Pursuit
Dawn Wyse
Abram was ninety-nine years old when God appeared to him and said “Live in my presence”.
That’s not all God had to say to Abram as recorded in Genesis 17 but it is the part that stood out
for me in my recent reading. What exactly does
this command (and it is a command) mean? After all, isn’t God everywhere? Jeremiah 23:24
says "Do you really think anyone can hide himself where I cannot see him?" the Lord asks. "Do
you not know that I am everywhere?" the Lord
asks.” If God is everywhere, aren’t we always in
His presence?
It’s a knot I have been trying to untangle this
week. So let me add another element to the mix
and see if it changes things. In Exodus 33, God
tells the Israelites that He will honor His promises and give them the promised land but He will
not go with them. Then in Exodus 33:11 we can
see Moses speaking to God ‘face to face”. However, Beth Moore pointed out in one of her studies that the root word for face in this instant
could also be presence. So you could say that
when God spoke to Moses it was ‘presence to
presence’. Then in verse 12 Moses asks God to
teach him His ways and God’s answer is “My
Presence will go with you and I will give you
rest.”
Next we see Moses approaching God in verse 15
and begging God to not send the Israelites into
the promised land without Him. Moses, a man
who knows God’s presence in a very personal
way, wasn’t willing to give it up. It wasn’t worth
it to Moses to be without God’s presence no matter how big the gain would be. Moses knew that
in reality when you lose God’s presence you always lose. So is this as clear as mud to you?
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My definition of hell has been “eternal separation
from God.” The following verse supports this.
“They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord
and from the glory of his might” 2 Thessalonians
1:9 How do all of these things fit together?
Honestly, I am not entirely sure, but I will share
some of my thoughts. I looked up the definition
of the word “presence” but didn’t really find one
that helps me. However, there was a suggestion
that an invitation sometimes says that a person’s
presence is requested. That started my mind going in a direction it hadn’t explored yet.
Being the mother of three, I have had many experiences of being with one of my kids, speaking to
them in length and for them to later have no recollection of my presence (not to mention that
they didn’t remember a single thing I had said to
them.) Were they in my presence? Physically,
yes. In awareness, no. Isn’t that how it can be
with God?
We are always physically in His presence, but
how much of that time are we aware of Him?
Abram was commanded to live in God’s presence. He was commanded to be aware. We
know that Moses met with God, Moses’s presence spending time with God’s presence. What a
beautiful picture! And a challenge for ourselves.
If Moses purposely sought out God’s presence
and wasn’t willing to give it up even for jawdropping blessings, how can we not seek out
God’s presence while it is available to us?
(Continued on page 5)

(In Pursuit, continued from page 4)
2 Thessalonians 1:9 is a warning that there will
come a time where we could face eternal separation from God if we don’t accept Jesus as our Savior and develop a ravenous hunger for the presence
of God. I believe it is the time spent in God’s presence that causes growth in our life of discipleship.
We can’t grow on our own using our own power.
Believe me, I have tried and I can tell you of my
many epic fails. God is our source for every bit of
growth we will ever have. No presence of God
equals death. God’s presence is life. He deserves
all the praise and glory.
This is a deadly serious matter. We must cherish
God’s presence above all else and do everything
possible to encourage everyone else to do the
same. We will all have to make a choice. Hell,

eternal separation from God, or heaven, eternity in
God’s presence? There really is no contest. Pur-

sue God’s presence. Don’t forget He is here. Encourage others in their pursuit. Nothing else matters.
As always in pursuit……

Teaching Kids To Pray

5

Teaching Kids To Pray
KALONA MENNONITE
CHURCH
902 6th St.
P.O. Box 819
Kalona, IA 52247
319-656-2736
Editor: Shirley Hochstedler
Design & Layout: Janice
Hostetler
Articles for the Mustard
Seed may be submitted to
Shirley Hochstedler at
shirleyh@kctc.net or placed
in Shirley’s church mailbox.

Praying is an important discipline for the believer of Jesus Christ. Taking time to
prayer practically displays our dependence on God. Here are some suggested
ways to help teach kids how to pray. These are tools to help teach our children
how to talk and spend time with God. Making prayer a priority in your home
will create an atmosphere that will help kids grow strong in their prayer life. We
must teach both “scheduled” prayers and spontaneous prayer. We must practice
and teach that prayer can be anywhere and at anytime.
1) M&M's Prayer, each family member takes a few (you can decide the number)
candies. As a family, one parent starts and as you pray for that color of M&M
the next person goes until all M&M's are done.
yellow - a friend
blue - a sibling
green - spouse (or future spouse)
brown - teacher
orange - parent
red - church leader

2) Sentence Prayer. For small children try starting the sentences and letting them finish:
"Lord, I thank you for …"
"Lord, forgive me for …"
"Lord, help my friend …"
"Lord, help me be more …"
"Lord, help me to let go of …"
"Lord, give me the courage to …"
3) Ups and Downs. Ask your children what their "Ups" were from the day, and then ask them about their "downs" from
the day. Share yours as well, and then pray for them together.
4) Prayer Journal. Share your prayer requests with the other members of your family and then record them in a prayer
journal. Pass the journal and pray over each request. The next time you pray together, look over the requests you listed
previously and update any changes and answers. This is a good way to see how God has been active in your prayer
lives.
5) A.C.T.S. Prayer. This is a well-known form of prayer that is easy to remember:
A stands for “adoration.” Begin the prayer by simply adoring God for who He is.
C stands for “confession.” Spend some time confessing your sins.
T stands for “thanksgiving.” Take time to thank God for the blessings that He has given to you and your family.
S stands for “supplication.” Lift up specific areas of your life in which you need God to supply for your needs.
6) The Prayer Hand. This is an easy way to remember five essential aspects of prayer: confession, petition, intercession, thanksgiving and praise.
*The suggested prayer tools were provided by Heidi M. Hensley and the Navigators

