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I’ve been in the Philippines for 4 months already, it seems crazy
to me that it has been that long. There are a lot of things going on
most of the time. One of my main projects has been working on
Still Waters Kid’s Home. SWKH is an orphanage that we are
starting up for a second time. The first time SWKH started they
had a part time social worker and got kids the day after the social
worker started. There was no time for training or anything, it was
just a snap of your fingers and it was going. Later the DSWD told
Still Waters that we had to have a full time social worker which
they did not have so they had to shut down. We have acquired an
amazing social worker who will be starting in the next few weeks.
Still Waters is starting on complete faith right now because there
are no funds and we are trusting God to supply these kids’ needs.
We have room to accommodate up to 30 kids ages 0-6. We still
have a few building fixes that we hope will be done in the next few
weeks as well. It has come so far from when I first got here. We
had a termite and mold problem, which are no longer issues. An
idea is going to be turned into reality in a few short weeks.
I have also been helping start up a preschool reading program.
B.L.E.S.S., associated with A.C.E., has a program for the Philippines which I am now certified to teach, as well as two other ladies from Majayjay. So starting June 1 we will start up B.L.E.S.S.
for children in the area who cannot afford school. This is also
starting out of faith because we have received the materials for
free but we still need money to pay our teachers as well as get
snacks for these children who cannot afford it. But that’s just a
little of what I’ve been up to. I just want to thank you all for your
prayers and everything. I know I could not be here if it weren’t for
all of you amazing people. You have supported me all of my life
and raised me up right. Now I want to be able to show these kids
the love that you showed me and are continuing to show me.
Some days are definitely easier than others and everyone understands that, but God is good through it all. Thanks again. I love
you all! God Bless.
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SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST

God’s message to us was not
only powerful, but was a message that can be applied to our
lives in mighty ways.
Our host family explained our
role in bringing them into new
communities to spread the
good news.
What do your actions say about
what you believe about God?

Put on the Whole Armor of God
Dawn Wyse

When a gathering came to hear God’s message through
the Priscilla Shirer simulcast we definitely needed a saucer under our cups, because overflow came. God’s message to us was not only powerful, but was a message that
can be applied to our lives in mighty ways.
Priscilla told a story of her son and a box of donuts. The
son had a donut in each of his hands. The woman who
supplied the donuts suggested that he put down the two
donuts in order to take the entire box of donuts to share
with his brothers. He didn’t want to do it even though in
the long run he would have more. Her point to this story
is that we need to give up earthly things so that we can
receive the spiritual things that God wants us to have.
Everyone who came to the simulcast (and the Wednesday night viewings) had to give up something that they
would have done if they hadn’t been there. I believe that
because they gave up those things in order to hear God’s
words they were given far more than they gave up.
The focus of her teaching was Ephesians 6 – The Armor
of God. Priscilla walked us through how we are in a
spiritual battle and how spiritual
battles need spiritual weapons.
That is why we must put down our
physical weapons (anger, frustrations, over working, etc.) and pick
up God’s Armor. When we do
this we are fighting from a position of victory because Christ is
sitting on the throne in a position

of victory. One of her key points is that we have access
to this spiritual armor through prayer.
Priscilla Shirer’s statement that hit home for me is that
God has miracles waiting for someone to step out in
faith. It challenged me to realize that when I don’t take
the step of faith the Holy Spirit is telling me to do, I am
letting go of an opportunity for a miracle that could show
God to people who need to see who He is.

Some of the comments received from the Saturday simulcast:
“I have been struggling with a dryness in my spiritual
walk. This has been a great encouragement to listen to
God’s truth & refuse the lies of the enemy that have infiltrated my thoughts/life.”
“The simulcast was very inspiring and encouraging to
fight our battles with spiritual principles. Love her way
of sharing.”
“So refreshing to sit under Priscilla’s teaching-not by
accident that the subject was prayer. A confirmation to
what I sensed the Spirit saying to me. Have several difficult situations right now & have renewed courage to
pray!”
We are hoping to have more of these types of events in
the future. If you missed out on this one, we hope to see
you at the next one. Thank you for supporting this event.
God has used it to work in many hearts and lives.

Congratulations!
These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage, or 80 or more years of life
Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory.
Birthday:
June Gingerich, June 1
Anniversary:
Otis & Eunice Yoder, June 3, 59 years
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Ed & Mary Jane Miller, June 11, 58 years
Roy & Mollie Miller, June 29, 52 years

Nicaragua Mission Adventure
Nicole Hershberger
I decided to join the Nicaragua Missions team through our
Christian Veterinary Fellowship chapter at ISU VCVM in
June of 2014. The Nicaragua trip is made possible through
our parent organization Christian Veterinary Mission which
sends missionaries all over the world in both long term and
short term capacities. The specific trip I would be going on
began 2 years prior at Iowa State University. As I prepared
for the trip along with the 4 other students that would be
attending from Iowa State I realized I really had no idea
what to expect, other than to bring LOTS of sunscreen, and
that was ok with me. In preparation for this adventure God
calmed my inner planner and I trusted that he would take
care of everything, which he did of course.
When we finally arrived in Nicaragua after months of preparations I knew two things: 1- I remembered virtually no
Spanish from High school and 2- I had no idea what to expect from
the people
or the animals. After
meeting up
with 4 veterinarians
from
throughout
the Midwest and
two other students we traveled through Managua to Catarina where I was surprised at how little I was shocked by the
poverty stricken lifestyle of what seemed the majority or
people. It wasn’t until our second day where we opened up
a free veterinary clinic from our host family’s home that I
was truly culture shocked. On our very first day we treated
100+ dogs for worms and fleas, performed two spays, treated several chickens and rabbits and a few horses. In all
honesty the thin and unhealthy appearance of the dogs didn’t shock me, what did was the willingness of the people to
stand outside in line for hours waiting for our service.
When we took a break for lunch all I could think was “we
need to get back out there, those people have to be angry.”
To my surprise no one was angry at all; instead they were
simply happy we were willing to help. This theme continued throughout our week and really struck home with me
as life has gotten to be a whirlwind of constant motion over
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the last several years. The next day we were united with
four Nicaraguan vet students who would be spending time
with us on the remainder of our trip. We then split up in
small groups and attended Sunday School in several small
towns in several communities. That evening we attended
church in a congregation that was recently started by our
host family. Monday morning we set out bright and early to
travel deep into the countryside treating cattle, pigs, chickens, dogs and
even the occasional cat. We
would continue
this way for the
remainder of our
time. In general
we could drive
within an hours
hike of our destination and finish the rest of the journey on foot and horseback. We would
often hike to the furthest point in the morning and work our
way back down throughout the day setting up camps to
treat small animal patients and branching out on foot to
treat cattle at various ranches. As you can imagine, treating
cattle in Nicaragua doesn’t involve nice fences and a working chute; instead a few good cowboys, some rope and a
tree were all we needed for restraint. Over the next 4 days
we would treat close to 400 head of cattle, 200+ horses, 20
pigs, a handful of chickens and several hundred dogs.
While this was all well and good I was struggling to see
how much of an impact we were actually having on the
people of these small villages until our host family explained our role in bringing them into new communities to
spread the good news.
In Nicaragua I was realized two things: 1- I need to slow
down and 2- I want to go back. I’ve been doing my best to
take a break and slow down in life since my return, though
I can’t say I’ve been completely successful. And I am certainly looking forward to going back, maybe not to Nicaragua but I hope that veterinary medicine will take me back
to missions in some capacity. My participation in this trip
would not have been possible without the support of Kalona Mennonite Church and I am eternally grateful to all of
you for opening my eyes to this calling in my life.

WHAT’S HAPPENING!!!
Ed V and Carol Miller

Well, I finally used some of those nitecrawlers
I picked up several weeks back. Larry Pickard
& I went trout fishing in NE Iowa. Here are the
numbers: 2 hours fishing, 25 trout caught, 15
released, 10 brought home, 4 hours travel time.
Another memorable day fishing!
So I went mushrooming with my dog and wasn’t finding but a few morels, when I looked up
and just ahead was a huge dead Elm tree! This
tree was about 2 feet in diameter and about 50
feet tall & “dead as a doornail,” and still had all
its bark! Sure enough underneath were a lot of
mushrooms, so I called Carol and told her I
needed her to help “pick” mushrooms. Now
Carol likes the “picking”, but not the “hunting”,
something about thorns, poison ivy, gnats &

ticks! So together we picked 215 under that
one tree, certainly the “Mother Lode” for this
hunter. Ok, that’s it for fishing and hunting
now the rest of the news!
Tim and Brittany (Murray) Campbell had their
first baby and according to great-grandma
Gayle Garner, she is very cute! Her name is
Kendallynn Ray taken from the middle names
of Mick (Ken) and Julie (Lynn). The Campbell
family resides in Louisville, Kentucky. Congratulations!
Noah Miller was one of the Mid-Prairie 5th
graders selected to the SE Iowa Elementary
School honor band. He plays the tenor Saxophone. He also recently played his “sax” at
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Pleasantview Home on a Sunday evening. Nate
& Stacey’s boys (Noah, Rowan & Kellen) also
sang to the PV residents that evening. Good
job Miller’s!

The Golden Circle met several Saturdays ago
and had a very good turnout with about 70 people in attendance. They were entertained by a
bluegrass band from Oklahoma after a very delicious breakfast.

Elmer and Marlene Yoder went to Fayetteville,
Arkansas to watch their granddaughter, Katelyn
Murray play basketball. She is a freshman in
high school and stands 6 feet tall! She is also
the youngest player on this traveling team and
plays alongside juniors and seniors. Katelyn is
Deb’s oldest daughter and their family lives in
Boise, Idaho. We are sure the Yoder Family
had a good time together, but we believe we
should let Lisa Bluder in Iowa City know about
this Idaho prospect! (Cont. on page 5)

(What’s Happening continued from page 4)
Zach and Mary (Bowman) Weiss were recently married
near Kokomo, Indiana in an outdoor ceremony. They
are now living in Kalona at 833 2nd Place, Apt. 4. Zach
is an assistant dietary manager at PV Home. They are
planning a June reception here in Iowa. Congratulations!

Juanita Troyer made arrangements to get some quilters
together on short notice to make some knotted comforters for earthquake stricken Nepal. She had about 30
people show up at KMC that day and made about 20
blankets to be sent by Mennonite Central Committee to
Nepal. They even made Channel 9 News that evening!

Cal & Shirley Hochstedler and Gayle Garner attended
graduation ceremonies at Illinois Institute of Technology
in downtown Chicago. They saw their international students graduate and celebrated with them at a Syrian restaurant afterwards. Fun times!
Dwight and Jenelle Bender made a trip to visit their
daughter Tiffany and
family. They had a
great time with the
grandchildren, taking
them to school and
helping them with
their homework.
Since their son-in-law
works for a NASCAR
racing team they had a
chance to go to the
NASCAR “All-Star
Shootout” in Charlotte, NC. Wow, what excitement.
Josh, Jill & Livia Lundberg have a new little baby in
their household. They have a second girl, her name is
Natalia Rebecca and she is very cute. Congratulations!
Michelle Lehman is traveling this summer with Bible
Memory Ministries. The camps run from May 25th to
the end of July. This will be her 3rd summer with Bible
Memory Ministries, however the first time traveling with
them for the whole summer schedule. Have a great summer, Michelle!
Frank and Jane Yoder have returned home after a 4-5
month stay in Germany. Frank taught German History
for a semester during their stay. They had a great time
visiting with many friends. After they left Germany,
they traveled to Prague, Vienna and Budapest as they
made their way home. Glad to have you back in Iowa!
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On Saturday afternoon of Memorial Day Weekend a
memorial service was held here in Iowa for John D.
Schrock, who died in a tanker truck accident in Kansas.
John is the son of Leo & Nedra and brother of Leon.
John loved baseball and some of his fondest memories
of high school were made while playing baseball for
Mid-Prairie High School. You see, John was the catcher
and so he had requested that his ashes be scattered behind home plate at the M-P baseball field. Some 50-70
people gathered together that day along with his wife,
Rhonda & their two daughters who came from Hesston,
Kansas. An urn in the shape of a ball was placed on
Home Plate and Scott had a short message and prayer.
Then Rhonda and the girls scattered his ashes in the
catcher’s box behind home plate. There were lots of
hugs and tears as we all remembered what a great fellow
John was and realize how much he will be missed.
Please keep the family in your prayers.
Well, that’s it for this time. Folks, if you have anything
you wanted to do this summer you better quick get it
planned, because it’s already June! Have a great summer.

In Pursuit
Dawn Wyse
Last night I was reading Ezekiel (one of my favorites). This
time I was reading from my apologetics study Bible, which is
a Bible that has added articles that give me additional tools to
defend my faith. The short article that caught my eye was
about faith. It said that many see faith as belief without evidence or even belief that goes against evidence. However
Biblical faith is trusting in someone or something you know
to be dependable. That someone or something is God.
This subject of faith keeps coming into my life lately. Priscilla Shirer at the simulcast talked about a chair. We can study a
chair. We can sing its praises. We can talk it up. We can say
we believe in the chair. But it is only when we actually sit in
the chair that we have faith in the chair. Until we take that
action, faith is not there.
Our Sunday School class has been going through the study
Experiencing God by Henry & Richard Blackaby and Claude
King. (In fact, look for Curt and I to start a small group for
this study in the Fall) This week’s topic is “The Crisis of Belief”. The crisis of belief in this book has four points: 1. An
encounter with God requires faith. 2. Encounters with God
are God-sized. 3. What you do in response to God’s revelation (invitation) reveals what you believe about God. 4. True
faith requires action.
It is point three that is stepping on my toes right now, especially when I compare with Hebrews 11:6. “Without faith it
is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to
Him must believe that He exists and that He rewards those
who earnestly seek Him.” My actions reveal my faith or my
lack of it. If I only do things that are within my ability and
resources then how is that faith in God? That is faith in me
and my earthly resources. Plus, how is anyone who doesn’t
know God going to see God in what I do? Especially since
with themselves and their earthly resources they could do the
exact same thing. As Christians, we are called to step out in
faith and do things beyond our ability, our comfort zone, our
resources . . . .in order that others will see God.

a cross. Yet in Hebrews 11, people who stepped out in faith
are credited with faithfulness whether or not they showed success in earthly standards.
So why does God keep showing me how faith requires action? I am at a crisis of belief. God is showing me He wants
to make some changes in my life. However, He hasn’t shown
me what they are. But in His grace He has shown me glimpses. First through my Bible study and prayer time, second
through a faithful woman in prayer group who brought a
word to me she felt God told her to bring (I am so grateful for
her faithfulness!) and third through a person who had no idea
they were underlining a point that God was trying to get to
me. The thing is that it has been a couple weeks and I just
had my eyes opened today to the fact that I hadn’t decided
whether I was going to tell God okay I’ll do it Your way or if
I was going to continue on as I have been and try to work under my own power.
So just now I took some time and told God I want to do
things His way. I will do my best to depend on Him and His
guidance even when it doesn’t make sense to me. It is obvious to me that more than likely I will backslide from time to
time, but I am counting on God to pick me up, point it out to
me and help to get back right with Him. When I look back on
my life and as I read my Bible it is abundantly clear that God
is dependable. He is worthy of my faith. May God help me
to take actions that prove my faith in Him. That is my current
pursuit in my relationship with God. The book of James

tells us that faith without works is dead. That is terrifying. I want my faith to be vibrantly alive and showing
the world how wonderful God is. I want to live a life that
cannot be explained by anything but God no matter what the
earthly outcome. That is scary. There is no doubt about it.
However, when I think about a life in defiance to God, that is
far, far, far worse and living a life of faithful actions sound
perfect.

So I challenge you to look at your life. What do your actions
say about what you believe about God? I am sure, if you are
Does this mean we need to succeed (in earthly terms) when
like me it is a mixed bag. It is still good to look. What do
we step out in faith? Absolutely not! When Moses went
before Pharoah it caused the Israelites to have to make more you want your actions to say? Ask God to help you get there.
He loves you. He will always be there for you . . . and me.
bricks, plus gather their own straw. Joseph was thrown in
prison. Steven was stoned. Mary had to watch her son die on All praise be to God. As always, in pursuit
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2015 Graduates
Summer Schrock gr aduated fr om IMS. Her plans ar e undecided at this
time.
Ashley Sojka gr aduated fr om Mid-Prairie and will be attending Central College in Pella studying Education.
Michael Hershberger gr aduated fr om IMS and will be attending Iowa State
University.
Carson Christiansen gr aduated fr om Mid-Prairie and will be attending Kirkwood Community College.
Ty Schillerstrom gr aduated fr om Lone Tr ee, and will be attending Muscatine Community College to study Farm Business, while continuing to farm and
work on custom welding
Celia Hostetler gr aduated fr om Mid-Prairie and will be attending the University of Iowa
Tiana Williams gr aduated fr om Bethel College, Newton, KS.
Mary Jo Jimenez gr aduated fr om Liber ty Univer sity with a BS degr ee in
Elementary Education with minors in music and psychology. Future plans include teaching lower elementary and giving piano lessons out of her home in
Virginia.
Jonathan Koerner gr aduated fr om the Univer sity of Iowa with a Bachelor ' s
of Fine Art's in Art.
Erica Hostetler gr aduated fr om Moody Bible Institute with Degr ees in Bible
and Evangelism & Discipleship.
Mollie Ferguson graduated from Northwestern College in Orange City on
May 9th. She will be living in Rock Valley and has a job as a Pre K Special Ed
teacher in the Rock Valley public school system. She will be getting married in
Oct. 2015.
Kara Schlabaugh gr aduated fr om Dr ake Univer sity.
Quinlan Miller gr aduated with a Bachelor ’s of Science in Animal Science and
am now working at Steve's Farm Supply in Sharron Center in feed sales/service.
(And since everybody keeps asking, I am NOT replacing Roy Beachy, he will
continue to work there)
Kyle Miller gr aduated with a Bachelor s of Ar ts in Ag Business with a minor
in Computer Science and is now working for AgEagle, a company in Neodesha,
Kansas as an agricultural drone/Unmanned Arial Vehicle salesman. He will work
from home and travel throughout the midwest selling the drones.
Peyton Thompson gr aduated fr om Hesston College.

