Kalona Mennonite Church

Mustard Seed

July 2017
Volume XXVI, Issue 7

Making Children a Top Priority
Scott Swartzendruber
I read a quote recently that helped reinforce my appreciation for Bible
School and the other children’s ministries that we have at Kalona Mennonite Church. The quote states, “I believe that what we do with children at church is one of the most important ministry thrusts that we will
ever undertake.” There are churches where children are not a high ministry priority. Children’s ministry leaders have to beg for funds to buy
supplies, and the classroom space is neither adequate nor up to date. A
recent poll taken by the Barna group found that only 24 percent of
churches polled mentioned that children’s ministry is a top priority.
If we are going to make sure that our children will have faith in Jesus,
we need to continue to invest in our children’s ministries. We need to
invest our resources to help our children learn about Jesus, accept Him as
Savior, and be nurtured into a loving, serving relationship with Him.
Children need to be a key part of what we do at Kalona Mennonite. I am
so thankful for all the people who have invested, and continue to invest,
in the faith development of our children. This past week at Bible
School, our church family gave lots of time, talents, and treasures to help
children know Jesus and see Him in our words and actions.
When we reach out to children, we also have a greater witness opportunity with adults. Children are not shy when it comes to inviting their
parents and grandparents to come to church and experience what they are
experiencing.
As we look ahead, may we continue to take seriously the words found in
Deuteronomy 6:6-7. “And these words which I command you today
shall be in your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children,
and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the
way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. You shall bind them as
a sign on your hand.” With such a challenging charge, how can we not
afford to make our children a top priority? How can we not continue to
invest our time, talents, and treasures in our precious children? We want
more than anything for our children to know Jesus and to accept Him as
Savior and Lord.
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SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST
 If we are going to make
sure that our children
will have faith in Jesus,
we need to continue to
invest in our children’s
ministries.
 My life is about being a
child of God that obeys
Him, loves Him, praises
Him and glorifies Him.
 I would like to suggest
that working in the library is one of the most
‘fun’ jobs at KMC.

What’s Happening!!!
Ed V & Carol Miller

We just returned from Sioux Falls, South Dakota.
We along with about 10 other KMCers attended
Central Plains Mennonite Conference. Those in
attendance from KMC were Emma Beachy, Wanda Beachy, Brian & Heather Herschberger, Ed V.
& Carol Miller, Marcus & Beth Miller, Mollie Miller, Scott & Jan Swartzendruber, & Carolyn Yoder.
We experienced meaningful worship, thought provoking sessions, good workshops, we made new
friends and all in all had a great time. Our hope is
that each of you could go to conference sometime
because there is much to be gained. Also, you
don’t have to be a delegate to go, everyone is welcome.
Ryan & Haley Bontrager are 1st time parents to a
little girl by the name of Loralyn Ruth. This name
was derived from three of the great grandmothers.
Loralyn is the 9th grandchild of Doug & Carla
Slaubaugh. Congratulations to all!

Sheldon & Mim Nisly took a day trip along with
David & Rosie Koerner to Burlington, Iowa to see
the flowering dogwoods. They also stopped at
Crapo Park and tried out the “curly slide.” We
think they had a great time.
Vacation Bible School, what can we say. It was a
memorable time again this year. There were drawbridges, skits, 2 funerals, singing, the story of David’s life, but unfortunately it will probably always
be remembered as “Barf-a-rama of 2017”! You
see, about 36 hours after VBS was over on Friday,
quite a number of people associated with Bible
School were stricken by a “mysterious flu bug.”
We hope everyone has fully recovered and will be
raring to go come next year!
OK, that’s it for this time. We know you can buy
fireworks in Iowa this year, but don’t get too crazy.
Stay safe & enjoy.

Congratulations!
These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage, or 80 or more years of life
Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory.
Birthday:
Dorothy Gingerich ~ July 5
Janice Wallerich ~ July 19
Erma Ropp ~ July 22
Art Bachmann ~ July 27

Ruth Ann Yoder ~ July 31
Anniversary:
John & Janice Wallerich ~ July 18 ~ 64 years
Wayne & Judy Beachy ~ July 18 ~ 53 years
Wilbur & Elsie Mast ~ July 24 ~ 53 years
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Vacation Bible School, 2017
Nicole Miller
This year in VBS we had fun learning about Jesus and
the life of David and his willingness to serve God
with a thankful heart while experiencing castle life.
Our theme was Over the Moat, and the kids got to
cross the moat over a real working drawbridge every
morning into our castle! Just like a drawbridge is the
only way into a castle and its safety, the kids learned
how Jesus is the only way to God and His protection.
We had a
great week
with an average 150
kids and
almost 50
helpers every day. That
doesn't include everyone who
prayed for us, led devotions, did teacher gifts, helped
at the park, helped decorate and take down, etc. It really touched me to see how many are truly involved
with our VBS and I thank each and every one of you.
We could not teach so many kids about Jesus without
everyone involved. I especially felt the prayers this
year as it has got to be one for the record books! I felt
many times like Satan was trying to get a hold of us
and take us down - and while I did have my moments
of feeling overwhelmed and breaking down at
home :)
- I really think
we as
KMC
stayed
together
and
pushed
through
and still
let
God's light and glory shine. We had two funerals the
week of VBS, and a crazy bug/virus that affected 40+
the morning of our program, all of which made for
last minute changes and extra thinking/work/etc., but
it still went really well and I truly think the kids had a
great week. We bused all the kids to the park Thursday during one funeral and had a great time there
without any mishaps, and perfect weather - so we definitely felt the prayers that day! We have so many

kids that attend our VBS who aren't from our church,
and I loved how we handled the opportunities of
showing them what Christ's love in action looks life.
So thank you!!
The kids brought over $1600 for our offering this
week that will go to Water for Life in Haiti.
One fun moment every
morning during our
opening was watching
and cheering on our
favorite knights in
their daily competition
led by King Jerry (Joel
Schillerstrom). Unfortunately all five kids/
knights got the bug
and weren't able to be
there Sunday morning
to give you a sample
of the fun! Even with
the sickness we still
had a fun program
with about 35 kids attending giving a sample of our
week with some singing and reciting verses. Josh
gave a great message about Jesus and pushing us all
to think about if we believe He is who He says He is
and what are we going to do about that? There was a
great number of visitors Sunday and I thank you all
for helping to welcome them. We finished the program with a hot dog roast, and once again thanks to
those of you who helped with that!
Now is the time to plan to be a part of Vacation Bible
School in 2018.
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In Pursuit
Dawn Wyse

A few weeks ago a couple who shop at our grocery
store asked me whether it was my parents or my
husband’s parents who had started JW’s. I appreciated the question because over that last several years
many people just assume that it was Curt’s parents .
. . even people who have known me since childhood. At times, this amuses me and at other times, I
am totally aggravated by it because it is like I am
losing my identity. My emotions about losing my
identity surprised me, both because it happened and
because I never considered that I would need to handle them. It seems like such a small thing from the
outside.
Recently, I read the book Gospel Fluency by Jeff
Vanderstelt. In it he describes an exercise he has
small groups do. He asks them to tell their gospel
story. One of his comments about this exercise has
given me a lot to consider. Here is what he
wrote: “As I listen to many Christians share their
stories, I often find that Jesus has become a supporting character, not the hero.” This has made me
squirm as I look at how I define my life both to myself and to those around me. Do I remember that
Jesus is the cause of all the good that happens in my
life? Do I remember the He rescued me through His
sacrifice? Does my view of life use Jesus as the lens
for me to see?
Beth Moore said, “You need look no further for any
man’s god than where he derives his identity.” When I came across this quote it really convicted me. Too often I define my identity by a whole
laundry list of things that doesn’t include God nearly
often enough. I find my identity in my accomplishments, my family, my job, my state, my interests,
etc . . . forgetting that in the big picture none of
these things matter.
In Daniel 4, Nebuchadnezzar had a dream. It was a
dream warning him that he was finding his identity
in all the accomplishments of Babylon forgetting
that God allowed those things to happen and without
God they would never have occurred. In the dream,
Nebuchadnezzar was told that everything would be
taken away from him until he realized that heaven
rules. (Daniel 4:26) Nebuchadnezzar chose to not
learn from the dream and he ended up spending a
period of time living like a beast of the field, out of
his mind. (Read Daniel 4 and see the grace of God
in how this story ends.)
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Nebuchadnezzar’s story is one that I would rather
learn from than to experience. In the end Nebuchadnezzar realized that God was the one who deserved
all praise and honor. How do I apply this story to
my life and make sure that I always live my life in
response and in reverence to God? I am working
out an answer to that question day by day and it isn’t
something I am taking lightly.
It is my belief that the presence of God on a life
means certain outcomes are expected. ( “ I am the
vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me
and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart
from me you can do nothing. ” John 15:5) God being part of our lives will produce fruit. God is the
only reason for the fruit in our lives and it is important that we remember that. When I talk to people about my life I need to remember to tell enough
of my story to magnify God. I need to blend myself
in so all anyone sees is God. It isn’t good enough to
display the fruit of God without giving God the
credit. It is vitally important for people to know that
it is God who makes our lives good. It is vitally important for people to know that we live our lives the
way we do because of what God does in our
lives. We were put on this earth to glorify God. As
Christians we need to live our lives in a way that
shows people that God is our hero so that they can
see Him more clearly. May we be in agreement
with Isaiah 26:8b “O Lord, we wait for you; your
name and remembrance are the desire of our soul.”
We need to live our lives in a way that it is apparent
that God is our hero and that we deeply desire for
everyone to see Him.
That is where my true identity lies . . . with
God. My life isn’t about me. My life is about being
a child of God that obeys Him, loves Him, praises
Him and glorifies Him. As long as I have my eyes
on Him I am confident in who He has made me to
be . . . His child.
As always, in pursuit…….

MCC Relief Sale
Mennonite Central Committee Relief
Sale raised nearly $170,000 for their efforts in over 55 countries. This is all
done by volunteers. Take a look at a few
of the volunteers from KMC that helped
this year. The strawberry pie booth is
very popular, and it takes a crowd to

make it happen, as you can see in the
first four pictures. It is not too early to
think about the sale next year and how
you can help! (PS. The dog is not from
KMC, but he shows us that even dogs
are attending the sale!)
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2017
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Kalona Mennonite Church
Our Vision is to be a life-giving church: Presenting the
life-giving message of Jesus Christ as Lord
and Savior to the people of the Kalona area and the
world, challenging them to accept Christ,
worship Him, and serve Him.
Our Mission is to fulfill the Great Commission:
Leading people to Christ; discipling them in the faith;
equipping them to witness; and sending them out to
serve.

Library Notes
Shirley Hochstedler
I would like to suggest that working in the library is
one of the most ‘fun’ jobs at KMC. Being a part of
this committee calls for buying and checking in new
books. (What reader would not enjoy this?) It calls
for meeting the children and other readers, helping
them find the books they are looking for and/or suggesting something they have missed and would enjoy
reading; hearing about what the reader has read and
really liked, or disliked. What is not to like about this
job? Perhaps it is writing overdue notices for books
and DVD’s that have not been returned in 3, 4, or
even 5 weeks. Even harder is writing the notice that
since the book has not been returned, the reader is
asked to pay for the replacement. But overall, I still
say, this is one of the most fun and enjoyable jobs at
KMC. If you would like to join this team or have
questions, let someone on the library staff know (you
will see one in the library on Sunday morning) or
someone on the Gifts Discernments Committee, to
see how you can help.
New items this month include Holiness, the Heart
God Purifies by Nancy Leigh DeMoss and two books
in the Alaskan Quest series. Under the Northern
Lights #2, and Whispers of Winter #3, join the first

book in the series already in the library, Summer of
the Midnight Sun. These fiction books are written by
Tracie Peterson. Three Jody Hedlund books, written
for young adults, are A Daring Sacrifice, For Love
and Honor, and An Uncertain Choice.
Check out four new DVD’s for Kids! Moon Menace
on Planet Tell-A-Lie, 3-2-1 Penguins Save the Planets, Faith, and Forgiveness.
Books are due in three weeks and DVD’s in 1 week.
See you in the library!

