Kalona Mennonite Church

Mustard Seed

July 2016
Volume XXV, Issue 7

Vacation Bible School, 2016
Haley Bontrager and Nicki Miller, Directors

VBS 2016 was an exciting week at KMC. The theme this year was
Ocean Commotion where the students explore God’s salvation
through the story of Noah and the Flood. Each day the students had
lessons and activities that showed them the way to God’s salvation.
Music and drama were, of course, highlights for the students.
Learning from Alex, SCUBA man, snorkel boy, a great white
shark, octopus and a turtle made the message more accessible to
them.
We averaged 130 students during the week with around 40 staff.
Doris and Ted did all of the planning and execution of the meals
each day. Thank you, Doris and Ted! It wouldn’t have gone so
smoothly without you!
This year our mission project was “Water for Life” in Haiti. We
were able to raise just over $1800 to drill a well. A well costs $5000
to drill. We are hoping to be able to raise the rest of the money
within the next few years to say that we were able to drill a well for
people in Haiti. What an awesome mission!
During the week we felt the spirit leading us to give each child a
bible. Although many of the students who attended bible school had
a bible or had access to one, we still felt led to give one to each
child. We ordered The Jesus Storybook Bible, The Adventure Bible
and a Student Study bible. Each child was given the opportunity to
receive one and many of them were very excited to have a bible to
call their own!
On Wednesday, July 13th, we are planning to have a meal at church
to get all the students who attended bible school and their families
back to the building for an evening of fellowship. Plan to join us
from 5:30-7:00 that evening!
This week wouldn’t have been a success without the prayers and
support from our KMC family. Thank you all for everything that
you did to help us pull off this week! Join us next year for another
fabulous week of good music, drama and spreading the gospel to
our community and beyond!
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What kind of witness are
you? Do you see what
God is doing or are you
missing it?



Have a great July!



“Whose report are you
going to believe? The one
based on fear or the one
based on faith in God’s
word?”

Ocean Commotion
Pictures
VBS 2016
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In Pursuit
Dawn Wyse

My husband was involved in a car accident a few
weeks ago. In less time than it took me to take
water to him and the other person involved, there
were people stopping into JW’s asking about
what had happened. Some had driven by the accident and others had already heard about it from
someone else. The Merriam-Webster dictionary
defines the word witness as someone who sees or
otherwise has personal knowledge of something.
In different ways all these people were witnesses.
The word witness has come to my attention often
during my reading of Isaiah recently so it has
been interesting for me to reflect back on the witnesses from the accident and compare them to
how people react to God at work around them.
For starters, there were the three people who were
in the vehicles when the accident happened. All
of them still remember the accident. They have
reached out to each other in the past week to
make sure they are okay. The accident still comes
up from time to time in conversation. They think
about it when they pass the place it occurred. It
impacts the precautions they take when they
drive. I believe this is the same for people when
they have a personal encounter with God. It
changes a part of them.
The next witnesses were the ones who saw the
accident. Here is a mixed bag. Some stopped and
helped. Some either felt unable to help or didn’t
think they had the time to help and so they kept
going. Some might have kept going because they
thought there was enough help there already.
And there is a chance that some were so wrapped
up in their own thoughts that they didn’t even
realize an accident had happened. God is at work
around us all the time. What is our reaction? Do
we stop and join in? Do we keep going because
we don’t believe we can help or we don’t think
we have time to help? Or are we so wrapped up
in ourselves that we totally miss God at work?
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Then there are the witnesses who heard about it
from either the people involved or the people who
saw it. These people might listen and then forget
about it. Others might spread the word. Still others might go to the people involved to get more
details. Some of these people are just curious and
others are trying to glean information for their
safety in the future. When we are told about God
at work how do we react? Do we take it to heart?
Do we praise God for His presence and share it
with others? Do we try to learn more about God
from it so we can be closer to Him? Or do we
ignore the whole thing?
How we answer these questions is important. As
Christians we are called. If you don’t believe me
look at Ephesians 4:1. It tells us that we are
called. I believe there are some things we are
called to do that are unique to each one of us.
However there are other things that all Christians
are called to do. Being a witness is something we
are all called to do. This is something that holds
true throughout the entire Bible. It is the command in the Great Commission in Matthew 28.
It has been in the book of Isaiah where the word
witness stood out for me. Isaiah 43:10 “‘You are
my witnesses’, declares the Lord” Isaiah 43:12
“‘you are my witnesses,’ declares the Lord, ‘and I
am God.’” Isaiah 43:20-21 “for I give water in
the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink
to my chosen people, the people whom I formed
for myself that they might declare my praise.”
Isaiah 44:8 “And you are my witnesses!” We are
called to be His witnesses because we are God’s
people.
(Cont. on page 5)

(In Pursuit cont. from page 4)
There is a reason for us to be witnesses. We are to
let others know how God impacts our life. Others
need to see that what makes us different is God.
How can they know if we don’t give testimonies of
praise to God? It is how we shine our light for God.
Isaiah 62:1 “For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, until her
righteousness goes forth as brightness, and her salvation as a burning torch.” Our witness is to be part of
the light that shows the world Christ. If we don’t
give our witness we dim the light.
Not only do we need to spend time and get to know
people but we need to be sure that we talk to people
both within the church and outside of the church
about God and how He is at work around us. This is
what fellowship is. In the book, Spiritual Disciplines
for the Christian Life Donald S. Whitney speaks of
the difference between socializing and fellowship.
“Although socializing is both a part of and the context of fellowship, it is possible to socialize without
having fellowship. Socializing involves the sharing
of human and earthly life in ways common to both
believers and unbelievers. Christian fellowship-New
Testament koinonia-involves talking about God, the
things of God, and life from a uniquely Christian
perspective. Don’t misunderstand: Socializing is a
gift of God, a valuable asset to the church, and nec-

essary for a healthy spiritual life. But it is my observation that we engage in true fellowship far less than
we believe we do-even at church. Far too often socializing becomes a substitute for fellowship. When
this happens our practice of the spiritual disciplines
suffers and our growth in grace is stunted.” Our witness not only helps others to see Christ, but it also
promotes growth in us and in our fellow Christians.
So I challenge you this week to take a look at your
life. What kind of witness are you? Do you see
what God is doing or are you missing it? Does it
impact your life when you see Him at work or do
you just keep going? Does it change you? Do you
share it with others? If so, why do you share it? Do
you try to learn and grow from what you saw? Do
you remember what God did a long time later? Have
you missed opportunities to share what you have
seen God do? Do you find yourself looking for God
at work more often?
I must admit I am not happy with a lot of my own
answers to these questions. However, I am so
pleased that God brought it to my attention so that I
can go to Him in repentance receiving His grace
knowing that His Holy Spirit will work diligently in
my heart to make me a better witness. Isn’t God
amazing!
As always, in pursuit.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Congratulations!

These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage, or 80 or more years of life.
Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory.

Anniversary:
Rollin & Edna Brenneman,
John & Janice Wallerich,
Wayne & Judy Beachy,
Wilbur & Elsie Mast,
Birthday:
Dorothy Gingerich ~ July 5
Janice Wallerich ~ July 19
Erma Ropp ~ July 22
Art Bachmann ~ July 27
Ruth Ann Yoder ~ July 31

53 years,
63 years,
52 years,
52 years,

July 1
July 18
July 18
July 24
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A Covenant of Spiritual Practices
for CPMC

Marcus Miller, KMC representative to Central Plains Mennonite Conference
“Whose report are you going to believe? The one
based on fear or the one based on faith in God’s
word?” Leonard Dow, pastor of Oxford Circle
Mennonite Church, Philadelphia, asked this question as he told the story of Caleb, Joshua and the
other ten spies Moses sent into land of Canaan.

What type of report on the discussion related to the
“Covenant of Spiritual Practices” am I going to
write? Will it be one based on fear for the future of
the Mennonite Church, fear of conflict in our congregation, fear of division within Central Plains
Conference, or fear that some of you who read this
may not like my report or the decision which was
made? Or will it be based on faith that God leads,
that as Leonard Dow pointed out numerous times,
“God will sustain, God will be there when the situation is the bleakest, God will be there when the
situation is at its hottest, and just as God saved Meshach, Shadrach, and Abednego from the fiery furnace, God will provide.”
Friday afternoon the delegates reviewed and approved by an overwhelming majority “A Covenant
of Spiritual Practices for Central Plains Mennonite Conference.” Conference Pastor Dave
Boshart reviewed the work and discussions that led
to this point. It was noted the version in the delegate booklet was the 18th time the document had
been edited and revised. Many of the revisions were
the result of congregational feedback after congregations such as ours studied the document.
One point Boshart emphasized was the difference
between a contract and a covenant. Boshart used
the example of a marriage to try and explain. When
we are young and in love, we make a decision to
get married. We may be naive and slightly out of
touch with reality, but we understand the basics of a
marriage commitment. At the same time there is no
way we can fully know what we are committing to.
Though we may vow “in sickness and in health,”
does anyone really anticipate their spouse will develop medical problems and the effect those may
have on the marriage. A covenant approach recognizes this, a contractual approach would say, “the
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sick spouse can no longer meet his commitment so
the marriage is voided.”
Boshart described the proposed Covenant in much
the same way. As congregations in Central Plains
Mennonite Conference we would be committing
ourselves to do the work necessary to make our
“marriage” to each other work and succeed in the
face of an unknown future.
The discussion then moved to table groups of 7-8
people. Based on the noise level there was good
discussion taking place at all the tables. As a table
group leader, I was to make sure everyone in my
group had the opportunity to speak and participate.
Group members asked questions and reflected on
their own and their congregations experience. My
group included a youth delegate whose insights as a
young adult were valuable and a pastor who provided a pastoral perspective.
Time was given for additional questions which
came up during the table group discussions. Again,
Dave answered these as best he could. After some
time delegates were asked to raise one of three slips
of paper: “green” meant we were comfortable proceeding to a vote, “yellow” signified slow down,
and “red” meant we were not ready to a vote. When
delegates were asked to raise their papers, the room
was filled with green, mixed in with several yellows and a few reds. Based on these results a vote
was held. This time we were asked to raise either a
green card or a red card signifying our support or
opposition to the Covenant. The Covenant was
adopted by a vote of 111-13. (89.5%)
After the vote some delegates, even those who voted for it, had questions or concerns that perhaps we
had proceeded too quickly. Some spoke of their
concerns about their congregations ability to implement all aspects of the Covenant. Once again Dave
Boshart reminded us of the difference between a
covenant and a contract. For some the conceptual
shift that may require may be more difficult to accept or understand but it is important.
(Cont. on page 7)

(A Covenant… cont. from page 6)
To me, the covenant approach reflects a spirit of
grace. Grace is something not found in most contracts which emphasize the crossing of the “t’s and
the dotting of the ‘i’s” and woe be unto you if fail to
fulfill all the obligations to which you have signed
your name. It reminds me of signing the papers to
buy our house. Grace is not part of the mortgage
equation. Grace is a necessary part of a marriage
equation.
With the adoption of A Covenant of Spiritual Practices for Central Plains Mennonite Conference,
the responsibility shifts to the local congregations
and to us. We have committed ourselves to communal worship, to prayer and fasting, to Bible study as
we seek to “apply the scriptures in an Anabaptist
perspective to our everyday lives and the critical issues of the faith we face,” to accept and offer hospitality, to study the Bible with neighbors and
strangers and to practice peacemaking. Remember
this is a covenant, not a contract, so there will not be
a scorecard, an evaluation, or even a test. We may do
some of these well, some we may struggle to imple-

ment. Other congregations may do one thing well
and struggle with the rest, but in voting for the document we indicated our willingness to stand with other congregations in good times and in bad, in our
brokenness and our failures, in times of celebration
and growth. In the act of committing ourselves to the
Covenant, there is hope and faith that the lives of
people in the congregations and the churches and the
Conference will begin to transform “as we grow in
holistic witness to God’s reconciling mission in the
world….” (from the Central Plains Mennonite Mission statement)
One additional note about conference. It was gratifying to see several Iowa Mennonite graduates and
students in my classes serving as pastors for Central
Plains Mennonite congregations. Those at the meetings were Amanda Beachy, pastor at Washington
Mennonite, Nicholas Detweiler-Stoddard, pastor at
Salem Mennonite, Freeman, South Dakota and Michael Swartzendruber, pastor at Wayland Mennonite.
Joel Beachy, pastor at East Union was not able to be
present. Both Amanda and Nicholas were part of
Kalona Mennonite.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Killing Christians
Shirley Hochstedler

That is not a nice title for any article, but it is a title of
a book in our church library. “Killing Christians” by
Tom Doyle is, in my opinion, a must read for everyone. Our days are so full of urgent things to do, plus
all the things that we have to do to take care of our
families and all our stuff. But after I read this book,
many
of those things seemed not so urgent after all. These
are the stories of Muslim Background Believers whose
first love is Christ, and they are so eager to share Him
with others, they have little thought for their own
comfort….or their very lives. The question is not if
they will die for Christ, but when. Christ is appearing
to many, many Muslims in dreams in the Middle East.
The way He works in and through their lives is truly
amazing as they witness miracle after miracle.

This is not a depressing book, but rather a very encouraging and thought provoking book. There are
many Christians who are killed, and you may have
tears as you read. But these stories need to be told and
we need to know them. You will be blessed, I am sure.

Be sure to read this book for yourself. I’d love to talk
to you about it after you read it. Share your thoughts
with me and with others.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING!!!
Ed V & Carol Miller

“Penny Power” has been a delightful time each of the Sunday mornings that
the children have collected the coins with their plastic cups. Lots of commotion and lots of fun. We have also enjoyed the children’s meetings, always
good to hear from the story teller and the children!
Leanne Bender won outstanding teacher of the year award given out by the
Wellman Rotary Club. Leanne is a counselor at Wellman Elementary
School. Way to go Leanne!
The Man Mith Family made a visit to Kalona here recently. Uon Than, Sarin, Sokreth, and Sokreth’s daughter Sabrina were all here and visited the
cemetery, KMC and got to visit with a few neighbors and friends. Sokreth
told us how thankful all her family are for the people at KMC who welcomed
them & helped them adapt to a new culture many years ago. This Cambodian family came to Kalona as refugees as a result of the Vietnam War back in
the mid 1970’s. That was 40 years ago. So thanks to all of you who were
the good and faithful servants!
Frank Yoder gave the keynote address at the IMS Commencement this year.
He did a fine job and his speech even included some props. He gave each
graduate a gift, which was a pair of Groucho Marx glasses. This made the
graduates all appear older hoping they would feel like they are now “adults.”
It was a memorable time!
Troy Miller continues to work with “Water for Life” in Haiti. He and Vilna
are the proud parents of a little baby girl named Fanice. Kertys, her 4 year
old brother, is very excited to have a little sister. Grandma Fannie & Aunt
Althea spent a week with the family & helped with the newborn. Congratulations!
Michael Hershberger & Lane Schrock went to Kansas and joined up with a
wheat cutting crew for the summer. They started down in Texas, but with all
the rain down that way who knows where they are by now. Well I am sure it
will be an interesting summer.
The KMC Sunday School children recently sang on a Sunday morning at
Pleasantview Home. We are sure that the residents really enjoyed it. Nice
going.
Katie (Stalter) & Jeremiah Stapleton had their little baby. Nora Elaine came
into this world on Saturday, June 4th. They are all doing well, thanks to all
the prayers. Grandma Karen Stalter is in Washington D.C. and is very excited!
Emma Beachy has been throwing the discus for about four years now. She is
a member of the IMS track team and qualified for the State Track Meet in
Des Moines. Early in her career she was practicing at home in the yard and
was working on her “technique” of throwing the discus. She kept asking her
dad to move his old pick-up in case there were any errant throws. The truck
stayed put and sure enough it happened, the truck took a “direct hit” and suffered a broken window! Well that’s just part of the training, I guess. It’s
funny now! So Emma threw the discus at State and had a personal career
best. Congratulations!
OK, that’s it for this time. Have a great July and be careful with those fireworks!

