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Special points of
interest:
What's keeping
you from God?
The Bible is the
story of God
and His relationship with
His people.
I'm way too
easily distracted
when I should
be focusing on
God because
my relationship
with Him
should be my
#1 priority!
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In Prayer for All
“I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession, and thanksgiving be made for everyone.” (I Timothy 2:1) As leadership, we have no way of knowing all
the unique challenges you are dealing with right now in
your life, and yet we can be in prayer for one another,
believing that God is at work in your life situation. Certainly over that last few weeks, we have all gone through
many joys, blessings, and transitions. Several young
people have had the joy of finishing their educational
goals. Our congregation and community were blessed
with a great week of Bible school that touched the lives
of many for Christ. There have been weddings which
have brought much joy and celebration. On a sad note,
we recently grieved the loss of Ruth Fisher who lived
into her late 90’s. She was a member of Kalona Mennonite Church from its very beginning and was truly a
blessing and joy to us all.
With all that has happened over the last few weeks, it
is important to know that you are all in our prayers. We
are challenged to be people of prayer who are constantly
praying for one another. Ruth Fisher wrote about prayer
within the last few months before she passed away.
“Now I lay me down to sleep; I pray the Lord my soul to
keep. If I should die before I wake, I pray the Lord my
soul to take, and this I ask for Jesus’ sake. Amen.” Ruth
then wrote, “This is a prayer I was taught and prayed as a
child, and I find myself using it again.” Whether simple
or profound, our prayers are a tremendous blessing to us
and to others. They express our thanks, our joys, and our
deepest requests to God.
May we all pray for one another and pray that God
would minister to the pressing concerns and needs we
have in our lives. As we pray for one another, we help
lighten the load that we each carry. Continue to pray and
give thanks for all people, knowing that Christ is at work
in our lives.
Scott Swartzendruber
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Venture Clubs Volunteer
The Girls and Boys Venture Clubs,
along with sponsors and helpers, met
For more information on Kids Against
one May afternoon at Kalona Mennon- Hunger, check out their website at kidsaite Church to package meals for Kids
gainsthunger.org
Against Hunger.
KAH is a humanitarian effort to feed
starving children all over the world.
Last year alone over forty million meals
were packaged for
children and their
families around the
world and around
the corner.

They
packaged
1300 meals!

KAH meals
have been formulated to provide
maximum nourishment needed by a
malnourished
child’s body and
mind. The Venture Club kids were given
brief instructions and each had his job to do,
carefully measuring and putting an ingredient
in the bag. Each meal contains rice, crushed
soy, blend of six dehydrated vegetables and
vitamin and mineral powder. Each bag held
enough for six one cup servings. When
boiled with water, this makes a very nourishing meal.
Ellis
and
Marcia
Miller,
with the
support
of
Lower
Deer Creek Church, are in charge of the local
ministry. They come with their small trailer
and have everything needed to make the
meals. Marcia commented that the kids did a
great job. They packaged 1300 meals!
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In Pursuit
There is no way for me to count the number of
hours I have spent reading and listening to stories. I just love a good story. The better the
story the more time I spend thinking about it. I
find myself wondering about the characters and
plotting new twists and making up new ways to
end their story. A good story has more depth to
it than just the story itself.
Just recently I finish a book called The
Power of Words and the Wonder of God. It is
a collection of presentations from a Christian
conference, so each chapter is written by a different person. It was a fascinating read for me,
but two things in particular stood out for me.
The first was the chapter written by Daniel Taylor. Daniel Taylor wrote about the importance
of the story. The second was a challenge by
Sinclair B. Ferguson. He challenged everyone
to immerse themselves in the Bible to the point
where anytime you spoke you would speak
with the accent of God.
The Bible is the story of God and His relationship with His people. When we explore
this story we are privileged to see the awesome
glory of God, the struggles of His people, and
how relentless God is about doing His best to
draw us, His people, into intimate relationship
with Him. After, reading the chapter by Daniel
Taylor I was drawn to read Deuteronomy once
again. Deuteronomy is a book I have found
myself thinking about often over the last couple
of years. Deuteronomy is Moses’ last words to
the people of Israel before He dies.
Moses takes the Israelites on a walk down
memory lane. He reminds them of the exodus.
He tells them of the times God blessed them
and he tells them when God cursed them. He
reminds them of God’s laws and the importance
of obedience. He doesn’t just share the good
times. Moses lays the whole picture out for
them. He tells them the importance of obedience to God, but he also tells them how incredibly faithful God was, is, and always will be.
Towards the end of the book, Moses appoints a
new leader and gives blessings to the Israelites.

The very end is a poignant moment. Because
of a time where Moses was disobedient to God,
he will not be allowed into the promised land.
However God takes Moses to a place where he
can see it. God allows Moses to see the place
that has been his goal for forty years. It is a gift
from God. Then Moses dies and God buries
him. What an incredible time of intimacy and
love!!
I love Deuteronomy. Just look at all the
amazing things that Moses lived through. It is
no wonder to me that every scripture Christ
quoted during His temptation was from Deuteronomy. Moses had been through a lot, but even
with all the struggles, stumbles, and trials
God’s power, glory, and love shine through
bright and strong.
This story is important to my faith and to the
faith of others. What if it had never been told?
I shudder to think what would have been lost.
So what story do you have to tell? Do you tell
it? And how do you tell it?
1 John 1:3-4 says “3 We proclaim to you
what we have seen and heard, so that you
also may have fellowship with us. And our
fellowship is with the Father and with his
Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write this to make
our joy complete.” We are to share with one
another about the presence of God in our life.
We need to share the good and the bad. If we
only share the good, how will others see how
faithful God is through all situations?
I know my faith has been made stronger
through the stories of my parents. The story of
how a man came to the door and told Mom the
way to salvation and how later that night she
accepted Christ. This reminds me that you may
never know the difference you could make in
someone else’s life. The story of how my parents drew a circle on the map and asked God to
provide a grocery store for them to purchase
and how God came through. This story has
helped me to learn how God wants us to take
steps of blind faith in Him.
(Cont. on page 4)

The Bible is the
story of God
and His
relationship
with His people.
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Samson
Recently I have been reading through Judges.
I guess I just needed something to read and I
just chose a random book and have been reading one-two chapters a day. Even more recent,
I have came across the story of Samson. I bet
most of you know the story of Samson where
Delilah cut his hair, which was his strength. But before Samson was the Samson from Samson and Delilah his mother made a deal with an Angel which
meant the mother had a big part in who Samson
turned out to be. His mother made him pure and fed
him the right food. Samson married a Philistine
which was what God had wanted even though no
one understood it. Samson's wife gave an answer to
a riddle to the Philistines to outsmart Samson. Samson killed those who gave him the correct answer.
Later Samson's wife's father gave her to friend from
their wedding and Samson again was upset and set a
village on fire and his wife and her father were
burned because the Philistines were upset. Samson
of course seemed out of his mind. Now here comes
Delilah. She never loved him. But he believed he
loved her. She was bribed into finding out Samson's
secrets. Samson told her fake secrets and soon after
he would be tied up with rope or something strong
that he told Delilah about and would break free. The
thing that surprises me the most is that Samson

eventually did tell Delilah his weakness even after
she betrayed him time after time. She cut off his
hair. He took away his strength. The Philistines
came and blinded Samson and shackled him and
took him to jail. Samson's hair grew back. The Philistines got drunk. They wanted entertainment and
brought the blind Samson out. He was placed by the
middle pillar of the temple and prayed a prayer to
God asking for strength one more time. He brought
down the temple killing many people.
People consider Samson to have been a strong
man. Now I consider Samson to have been a
PHYSICALLY strong man. His trust was in God
but he got distracted by Delilah who ruined him. He
wasn't mentally strong. But this just proves even the
best of us can be distracted. I know I'm easily distracted by basketball, work, homework, school,
drama, friends, ACT, and planning for the future,
must I go on? Also that order is not in the priority
that I think of it all because some of those topics
appear more frequently than others. Samson really
got to me. I'm way too easily distracted when I
should be focusing on God because my relationship
with Him should be my #1 priority! None of the rest
matters. NONE of the rest matters. What's keeping
you from God?
Larissa Wyse

______________________________________________________________________________________________

(Cont. from page 3)
The story of how Dad came to Christ through his
love of basketball. This story has shown me that
God creatively finds ways to draw us to Him.
These stories have had impact. Anyone who has
a relationship with God has a story or more to tell.
Too often we use excuses to not tell them. A story
of disobedience may have a bad outcome, like
Moses not going into the promised land. We think
that we can only tell stories that are 100% happy in
the end. That’s no excuse. That’s not how life
goes. The story is that God is faithful. Some people
feel telling their story is a prideful thing to do and
therefore they shouldn’t do it.
This is where Sinclair B Ferguson comes in. He
wants us to talk with the accent of God. Whenever
we tell a story with the accent of God, God is glori-

fied. God is the focus. It’s a sad story . . . God
loves us and is faithful, even though we aren’t always faithful or loving back. It is a story of success . . . God blesses and cares for us. It is a story of
struggle and going through things . . . God never
leaves us alone.
The point of speaking with the accent of God is
so that when people hear us speak they know we are
part of God’s family and that God is awesome.
When we tell our stories with God’s accent good
things will happen for God’s kingdom.
So go out there and work on 1) speaking with
God’s accent and 2) telling your stories of God in
your life. I will be doing the same.
As always, in pursuit.
Dawn Wyse
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What’s Happening!!!
Well I am sitting out here on the back patio trying to start this column. It’s hot & humid and
“buggy”, but I have my Columbus Junction bug
spray & my tennis racket bug zapper with me so
hopefully I can get started now. OK, now the news.
Three couples and one MYF’er traveled to SE
Montana to attend the Central Plains Mennonite
Conference held on June 20-23rd. The conference
was at Ashland Christian Fellowship in Ashland,
Montana and was sponsored by the Lame Deer
Mennonite Church & the White River Cheyenne
Mennonite Church. Wilber & Elsie Mast, Merle &
Marlinda Beachy, Atlee & Carolyn Yoder, and
Lane Schrock were those who drove 1000 miles
(one-way) to the Big Sky State. I personally found
it fascinating that the conference was held in the
vicinity of the Little Bighorn Battlefield National
Monument. This is the site of General Custer’s
Last Stand on June 25, 1876. What a difference
137 years makes.
Congratulations to all those
who were recently married:
Kourtney Johnson & Garrett
Yoder; Grael Miller & Adam
Weaver; Quinlan Schrock &
Kyle Miller; Courtney Miller &
Dirk Miller. Enjoy your lives
together.
A big thank you to the KMCers who helped the
trustees with trimming & mulching around the
church last Saturday. About a dozen men, women
& boys (ages 5-70) helped and really made it look
nice. Good job!
Elmer Yoder is retiring! His last day is June
28th. The last 37 years he has hauled fuel for Kalona Oil Co. Elmer & his brother Fred bought the
business in 1976. Elmer started driving the bulk
truck, but since 1981 has been driving a big 18
wheel tanker. Elmer’s next driving job will be to
chauffer his bride of 52 years (Marlene) out West to
visit family in Boise, Idaho. Then from there it will
be “West Coast or Bust”. We are sure they will
have lots of stories when they return. Congratulations Elmer!
So if you haven’t seen Ben Wyse down at JW’s
lately, it’s because he is now in St. Joseph, Michi-

gan doing a marketing
internship at United
Federal Credit Union.
He enjoys the work, but
finds living in a hotel
(they supply for the
summer) a little lonely
& boring. Ben plans to
return to Calvin College this fall for his senior year.
Hang in there Ben, the experience on your resume
will serve you well.
Roy & Mollie Miller spent a week in Wisconsin
at a lake house on Lake Michigan. They celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary along with their kids
and the grandkids. They all had a great time. Congratulations. Mollie in a kayak – priceless!
Allison Yoder is planning to do service work for
one year in Costa Rica. She will participate in
Mennonite Central Committee’s program, Serving
And Learning Together (SALT). Half the time she
will be working with adults with disabilities, the
other half will be doing office work for the Costa
Rica Mennonite Biblical Institute. Allison leaves
Iowa on August 14th and will travel to Akron, Pennsylvania for a one week orientation. Then it’s on to
Costa Rica where she will be speaking lots of Spanish. Her email address is:
allisonyoder@gmail.com. Please keep Allison in
your prayers!
The JW Deli remodel job is coming right along.
According to Curt Wyse a ceiling tile was discovered with signatures of past employees. Apparently
since 2004 employees have been secretly signing
one particular tile and then reinserting into the ceiling. You can see a photo of the tile on
www.facebook.com/JWsFoods. What a neat surprise for Curt and Dawn.
Jeff Miller and a number of Kalona Mennonite
youth will be traveling to Phoenix, Arizona for the
Mennonite Youth Convention held on July 1st-5th.
Please keep Jeff and the youth in your prayers.
(Cont. on page 6)
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News from the Pastoral Search Committee

We need
continued prayer
support .

Work is continuing in the Pastoral Search
Committee with several more meetings having taken place since our last Mustard Seed
update. Our meetings, to date, have been
used to process the gathered congregational
information and complete the
"Congregational Information Form" (CIF),
along with tabulating the results of the
"Twenty Pastoral Tasks" form that our congregation recently filled out. Both of these
forms have taken a fair amount of effort on
each of our parts to participate in and to complete, and the search committee is very appreciative of what each of you have done to
help out. When the search committee has
completed the forms and the elders complete
the job description, these documents will be
made available to the congregation.
One of the neat developments that we
have learned about recently is that the
women's Bible study group has made it a
specific item in their prayer time, to pray for
our committee and the work we are attempt-

ing to complete. This is very encouraging for
us because we are continually reminded of
the fact that on our own efforts, this committee will not do well at the tasks the congregation has called us to do. We need continued
prayer support so that the committee will be
sensitive and listening to what the Spirit is
communicating to us. We thank the women's
Bible study for this prayer commitment and
we invite other groups and individuals to join
them in praying for the search committee.
As the search process continues to move
forward, feel free to talk to any of the search
committee at any time with your thoughts,
concerns, questions, or suggestions. The
committee members are - Wanda Beachy,
Lynn Hostetler, Nate Miller, Nicole Miller,
Robin Schrock, John Wallerich, and Frank
Yoder.
Lynn Hostetler for Kalona Mennonite Pastoral Search Committee

________________________________________________________________________________

(Cont. from page 5)
It was good to hear that Ginny Christophel is back home on F Place. Their granddaughter Mia Christophel had come to visit
for 2 weeks when Ginny fell & broke her leg
on the weekend before VBS. Mia stayed for
the 2 weeks, attended VBS and kept Grandpa
Levon entertained while Ginny spent time in
the hospital & care facility. Wow, what a
time. We’re just glad you’re back home.
It was another great
year at Bible School. We
had about 145 kids each
day. The lessons were
about Moses and they
were all very interesting.
The first day was on a
Tuesday because Monday
was still a Mid-Prairie

School make-up day due to the flood day in
April. It is especially neat to see former
VBS students now involved in VBS teaching, singing, drama, recreation & photography. Check out the picture video at:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=pJ_W2Q0hixg.
And if you want to LOL, then google this:
“God saves his people from slavery in
Egypt”, which is a video produced by Jeff
Miller’s 8th grade bible school class. Good
job everyone!
Well that’s it for now. Have a great summer. So long for now.
Ed V. & Carol Miller
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WMSC
This month there were approximately 31
people including 2 guests and 3 children.
The work completed was 13 rugs, 6
health kits, 26 hand towels for bibs, and 1
relief kit.
The meal was Maid-Rites. The next meeting is on July 10th. Material Aid will be
Newborn Kits for MCC and meal will be
sack lunches.
Jennifer Brenneman

