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MUSTARD SEED
Waiting Turned into Joy
Scott Swartzendruber
Paul states in Galatians 4:4 that Jesus came…“when the
set time had fully come.” Waiting can be hard for many of
us since we live in a culture that has the technological savvy to make things happen at lightning speed. In our spiritual life, we have the unhealthy expectation that results
should come as quickly as they do in our fast-paced modern society. We as a congregation know something about
waiting, and at times it can be difficult to wait for God’s
“set time.”
In the events leading up to Christ’s birth, we see how
faithful people of God learned to wait for God to act in
making good on the promises spoken by the Old Testaments prophets. The prophets foretold that a Savior would
be born in the city of David, and at the appointed time our
Savior, Jesus, did come and dwell among us as stated in
John chapter one.
Waiting can certainly test our ability to trust God to bring
forth a thing of beauty and lasting joy. Jesus is our lasting
joy who came at the set time. As we wait for things that
we have longed for as individuals and as a congregation,
may we live with the deep assurance that someday the
waiting will end. Until this happens, may we know that
the waiting is producing the kind of heart we will need in
order to embrace what we have longed for. As we all go
through our own unique time of waiting on God to act in
our lives and within the life of our church, may we know
that someday the waiting will end. Like Simeon and Anna, we will be able to stop the waiting and see and hold the
fulfillment of God’s promise. Just as the sun comes out
after the rain, Christmas teaches us that rejoicing follows a
time of waiting on God’s set time to act on our behalf.

Congratulations!
These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of
marriage, or 80 or more years of
life.
Don’t forget to send a card! The
addresses are in your church
directory.

Birthdays:
Gladys Gnagey January 17
Gene Miller

January 19

Mildred Peachy January 27
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