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Mustard Seed
Our Brother Jesus
By Josh Lundberg
Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside
his control. At present, we do not yet see everything in subjection to
him. But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for
everyone. For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things
exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder of their
salvation perfect through suffering. For he who sanctifies and those
who are sanctified all have one source.That is why he is not ashamed to
call them brother. Therefore, he had to be made like his brothers in
every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high
priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to
help those who are being tempted. Hebrews 4:8-11, 17-18
The book of Hebrews presents to us the Savior of the world. Jesus is
presented as a kingly priest who, through his prophetic word, has proclaimed and provided Salvation. He is presented as the ultimate rescuer,
redeemer and help. However, it is fascinating how Jesus is presented in
4th chapter of Hebrews.
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The writer of Hebrews begins this section by quoting Psalm 8. Have
you read Psalm 8? Read it. It is not a messianic Psalm. It is a mancentered theme making a proclamation of the human race – its history,
purpose, and future. Why would the writer of Hebrews be quoting
Scripture describing humanity while presenting Jesus as the perfect sacrifice? Shouldn’t the writer be quoting Scripture describing Jesus as the
son of God?

SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST


Jesus made himself like
us so that we could be
like Him. Anything we
suffer in this life, Jesus
identifies with.

The author uses Psalm 8 as a passageway into the humanness of Jesus.
He brings attention to the humanity of Jesus. The writer wants us to
know that the person and work of Jesus that is bringing reality to the
promises of God for mankind, is truly one of us. Jesus our brother is
restoring what we (humanity) destroyed with sin. Jesus our brother became who we are in order that we (humanity) might become who He is.
He shared our humanity in order for us to share in His likeness.



The more time we spend
with God the closer we
are to God and the more
we become like Him.

(Cont. on page 2)

(Our Brother Jesus Cont. from page 1)
Interestingly, this is the first time the author of
Hebrews has used the name “Jesus.” Jesus, the
earthly name of the Son of God, is the one
through whom the human race gets its life back.
We receive the blessing of God through a flesh
and blood brother who came down from heaven.
We get our freedom back through the God-man,
Jesus.
We have seen what God plans for mankind in
sending Jesus to earth as a man on our behalf. He
has entered in. He has been made like us so that
we can become like Him. The writer of Hebrews
tells us as followers of Jesus, we are freed from
the fear of death or what death brings. We no
longer are slaves to that fear. We know what
awaits us after our last breath. Our salvation was
made visible in the person and work of Jesus
Christ who conquered and overcame physical
death. Death no longer carries fear for us but rather joy.

Christ suffered and died to give this gift to us.
What we ruined. Jesus redeemed. He came from
God and went back to God. We came from God
and are going back to God because of Him. He is
not ashamed to call us brothers because he has
done all that is necessary to restore us and to redeem us. Jesus is the King who gets involved
with us. Jesus is the brother who identifies with
us. Jesus is our rescuer who is one of us.
Jesus made himself like us so that we could be
like Him. Anything we suffer in this life, Jesus
identifies with. He is our brother, redeemer and
rescuer who has walked where we walk. He has
suffered like we suffer. He was tempted like we
are tempted. That’s not simply a theory. That’s a
loving, visible action. He was willing to live as
one of us, that we might live as one of His. That’s
a story of love. That’s a story of sacrifice. That’s
something to pay attention to and to listen to and
to believe. That’s what the book of Hebrews is
about. We are being awakened from our slumber.
We are rousing from our sluggishness and beholding the worthiness of Christ.

World Day of Prayer, March 3
World Day of Prayer (WPD) is a worldwide
ecumenical movement of women of many faith
traditions who come together to observe a common day of prayer each year on the first Friday
in March. For 2017, the women of the Philippines invite us to consider these words: “Am I
being unfair to you?” The theme is taken from
Matthew 20:1-16, the parable of the laborers in
the vineyard. While Jesus sees nothing wrong in
giving generously, the workers react differently
and feel entitled to receive more.
WDP’s motto, “Informed prayer leads to prayerful action,” affirms that prayer and action are
inseparable and that both have immeasurable
influence.
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Mark your calendars. World Day of Prayer will
be held Friday, March 3 at Pleasantview Home
Chapel. Refreshments will be served at 3:30PM
with the program beginning at 3:45.

An Update Letter from Rudi
January, 2017
Hi, Everyone,
I would have loved to have written the following description of
my experience at college on a typewriter; but, since I don’t have
one,……. Let us all pretend that it has been written on a typewriter.
Well, I managed to survive another year at Goshen College; and unfortunately being a year older or
spending one more year at college does not mean that I am a year smarter (even thought I have
made it on the Dean’s list every semester). However, I know for sure that college has been great so
far. I am loving my major (history) and minors (political studies, and pre-law). And because of my
wonderful friends and professors I have understood the most important lesson of college: the more I
learn, the less I know; the less I know, the more I want to know; the more I know, the more confused I get; the more confused I get, the more I want to learn; the more I learn the less I know..
(Yeah, it’s too philosophical and confusing, isn’t it? Well, welcome to college).
This coming semester I will be taking two history classes (War and Peace in the XX Century Europe, and Colonial America), one SST alternative class (World Literature), one law class (U.S. Constitutional Law) and hopefully not math (this will depend if I pass the math quantitative literacy exam; so prayers are needed, and maybe a miracle too! Also, I will still keep working at the Good
Library. In other words, it is going to be a super packed and busy semester. But, I am looking forward to it.
For May Term, I am going to Arizona, New Mexico, Utah, and Colorado (Four Corners.) We will
be working on Native American archeological sites, and learn more about their culture, perspective
and history. Hopefully, it will be an educative and exciting experience.
I don’t have any clear plans for the summer. But, I hope to get a job that is related to history (it is
required for my major and it can be paid or unpaid); so I will start applying for summer jobs In
March (that’s when the resumes are accepted a) and hopefully I will reach the goal. If not, I will
work on campus for part of the summer, and I might go back home for remainder of it.
Last, but not least, I would like to thank you all for supporting me. I would not have made it so far
without your support. I owe a lot to every one of you! Thank you!
Rudi
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In Pursuit
Dawn Wyse
The book of Job lay open before me and I must
admit that I wasn’t excited at all. A few months
before I had started reading my way through the
Bible and now it was time to read Job once again.
Job was always interesting in the beginning and
the end, but I had always felt the rest of it was
something to get through if I wanted to read all
the way through. Little did I know that this time
God had a treasure He wanted me to see.
At the end of Job 19, Job is in misery. He has lost
his children and earthly possessions. On top of
that he is in physical pain. He is in a low place
and his friends are less than encouraging. I can
tell you that if I was Job there would be a whole
laundry list of things I wanted to see happen. But
what is the desire of Job’s heart at that moment?
Job 19:25-27 “ I know that my Defender lives, and
in the end He will stand upon the earth. Even
after my skin has been destroyed, in my flesh I
will see God. I will see Him myself; I myself will
see Him with my very own eyes. How my heart
wants that to happen.” I sat there and reread these
verses at least three times just taking them in. Job
wanted to see God with all of his heart at a moment when I would have wanted to be put out of
my misery more than anything else. It struck me
that I have a whole lot of growing. But God had
more to show me in Job.
It was a couple of days later, when I got to the end
of Job that God showed me that He had allowed
Job to see Him. Job 42:5-6 “My ears had heard
of You before, but now my eyes have seen You.
So now I hate myself; I will change my heart and
life, and will sit in dust and ashes.” Isn’t God so
good? He showed Himself to Job just as Job desired. This experience impacted Job. Being in the
presence of God led him to see there was still
change needed in his heart and life. This reminds
me of Isaiah in the presence of God saying that he
is a man of unclean lips. God’s presence caused
an awareness and desire for change so they could
be more like God.
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In the book Women of the Word by Jen Wilkin
she writes, “There are really only two possibilities
in this life: be conformed to the image of God or
be conformed to the pattern of the world.” Think
about this for a moment. Do you think that statement is true? How much impact does the world
and its people have on who you are?
A number of years ago, my sister was at our house
with her twin girls who were toddlers at the time.
A couple hours later she called from her home
quite upset with Curt. One of the girls had taken a
fairly full gallon of milk out of the refrigerator
and tried to drink out of it. Needless to say, there
had been milk everywhere. You see, our niece had
seen Curt finish off the last couple of swallows
out of a gallon of milk and had been impressed
enough she wanted to try it for herself. She had
been influenced by those around her. But aren’t
all of us? People who live in the same areas use
words for the same things. For example in some
areas a Coke would be a “soda” and in others it
would be a “pop”. We incorporate these things
into our lives because we are around them and it
changes us. That is why someone who is adopted
at birth may look more like their birth parents, but
speak and move physically more like their adopted parents. Where we spend our time matters.
So how should this information affect us as Christians? Jen Wilkin’s take is this: “There are many
good reasons to invest in learning God’s Word,
but there is none better than this: that with every
purposeful effort, with every perspective-laced
reading, with every patient step forward, with
each process-ordered attempt, with every prayerinfused interlude in the pages of Scripture, we
move closer to His countenance, we come more
directly in line with the radiance of His face.” In
a nutshell, she is saying that the more time we
spend with God the closer we are to God and the
more we become like Him.

(Cont. on page 5)

(In Pursuit Cont. from page 4)
God intends for us to grow and we need to spend
time with Him for the growth to happen. 2 Corinthians 3:18 “And we all, with unveiled face, beholding
the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the
same image from one degree of glory to another. For
this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.” As we
behold God’s glory we are transformed. God’s presence is required for us to become more like Him.
Without His presence we will become more and
more like the world. Graham Cooke in his book Developing Your Prophetic Gifting states: “God does
not measure timing, He measures growth! The ministry of the Holy Spirit is to make us ready for the
work of the Lord.
Many times after
prophecy, people ask
me, ‘when will this
happen?’ My usual
reply is, ‘probably as
soon as you’re
ready; are you planning to keep the
Lord waiting?’”
I’ve given the question, ‘Are you planning to keep
the Lord waiting?’ quite a bit of thought. There is no
doubt in my mind that God has a plan for my life.

However, that plan is for me to spend time with Him
so He can do a work within me so that I mature to the
point where I am capable by His power to complete
the tasks He sets before me. He is waiting for me to
give in and allow Him to have His Way with me and
my life completely. So, the question remains, how
long am I going to wait to give God the time He
needs to show me His Face and change me?
Shawn Bolz in his book Translating God says, “We
will always have the tools that God designed us to
use, but whether these tools are connected to His
power and nature or just the power of humanity is up
to us.” So the choice is the power of God or the
power of humanity? Will we be conformed to the
image of God or the image of the world? Will we
desire earthly comforts and relief or will we desire to
see the face of God? We all must decide.
Job will never be the same for me. Here I was yawning at a book that should have filled me with awe. If
I hadn’t taken the time to spend with God I never
would have known. So I’ve decided to pursue the
path of seeking God’s face. I want to be conformed
into His image and to fully reflect His Glory. It
won’t be easy but I’m convinced it will be far more
than I can imagine. I hope and pray you’ll be walking the path with me.
As always, in pursuit………….

Congratulations!
These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage, or 80 or more years of life
Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory.
Birthday:
Otis Yoder ~ February 13
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WHAT’S HAPPENING!!!
Ed V. and Carol Miller

Well it’s a new year and we’ve had a nice break
from writing. So now I need to get focused and let
you know – What’s Happening.
KMC started 2017 out in a very good way. We had
a church service the morning of January 1st and then
had a fellowship meal together. Side dishes were
added to the BBQ that was provided and everyone
had a nice time of visiting together. Then for those
who stayed, they played “Bingo” and all ages from
little ones to older folks all participated together.
There were even some very nice prizes for everyone! It was a great start to 2017!
The Wednesday nights in January have been a rousing success at KMC. Supper at 5:30 pm, then a variety of workshops thereafter. Personally,
I (Ed V.) was
in need of a
good laugh so I
attended the
workshop
“Laugh Your
Way to a Happy Marriage” or something to that effect. Anyway I soon learned that there were a lot of
comedians in that class. We all had a lot of good
laughs, just what I needed! Hopefully, Carol will
benefit from all the things I learned that evening!

Actually we can continue on with the Wednesday
night event with the “All Church WMSC Evening”
on February 1st. Come for supper, socialize with
KMC’ers and knot some comforters. It’s always a
fun time! Don’t forget to bring items for the college
boxes.
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The Church Family is growing with the recent addition of two new babies. Maple Claire Slaubaugh
was born on December 24th & is the daughter of
Shalee & Justin. Emry Ann was born on January 4th
and is the daughter of Drew & Keri Hochstetler.
Congratulations to all!
Well, the Iowa Football team made it to another
bowl game this year. Phil & Joyce Ropp traveled to
Florida for the game. Phil said “The only highlight
of the game was when the hot sun went behind the
stadium and they got to finish the game in the shade!
Oh my! I guess it was a pretty sad game when you
lose 30-3! Oh well, at least U of Iowa made it to a
nice bowl! Go Hawkeyes!
This winter, we have a number of “snow birds” that
have migrated south. There are Showalter’s in Arizona. Yoder’s in Florida, and more Yoder’s in Texas. Jim and Sandy Gingerich also took a jaunt down
south. They visited friends in Oklahoma and made
it all the way to South Texas. Back here in Iowa we
are looking forward to more foggy days. Isn’t it just
great spending winters in Iowa!!
“Tell me the Story of Christmas” was the title of the
Christmas musical that was presented by the children ranging in age 3 year olds to 4th graders. Haley
Bontrager was the director, Melanie Leichty the pianist and Kennedy Roth (8th grader) was the narrator.
There were 22 children in the choir and they all did
a great job. They kept right on singing even when
little Landry Schrock lost his footing and knocked
down several other little ones. We witnessed the
“domino effect”, and fortunately no one fell into the
nativity set! Thanks to all, it was a great production!

(Cont. on page 7)

(What’s Happening cont. from page 6)
KMC had 9 JR MYF kids attend Winter Fest at
Crooked Creek Christian Camp. Thanks to
Josh Lundberg and Dawn Schrock who attended as sponsors for the kids. We are sure they all
had a good time together. And two nights in
those cabins in the wintertime – “making memories” – what fun!!
Sherri & Todd Thompson traveled to Northern
Ireland to visit their daughter Grael and son-in law Adam Weaver. They spent 2 weeks together and had a great time.

family hosted a Retirement Party for him at
KMC several weekends ago. The party was
very well attended, which was a reflection of
the community’s gratitude. Congratulations!
There is “good news” from Baltimore, Maryland. Elizabeth Ruth Leigh was born to the
happy parents, Laura (Yoder) & John Leigh.
Elizabeth weighed in at almost 9 pounds!
Frank and Jane Yoder are now 1st time grandparents! Congratulations to all.
Well that’s it for now. Have a good February.

Marlin Miller retired as pharmacist at Miller’s
Medicine Cabinet after 40 years of service. His

New Years Day Fun

Everyone got in on
the action.
Great prizes for
everyone!

Even the old
folks.

Listening intently to
hear the numbers.
Diane, caller of
numbers.
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Listen to Services
If you want to listen to the service from home
or on the road, you can do so by calling 6562663. When it asks for your participant code
followed by the # key, dial 277467#. When it
asks for your name followed by the # key, say
your name and push the # key.

Articles for the Mustard
Seed may be submitted to
Shirley Hochstedler or
placed in Shirley’s church
mailbox.

More New
Year’s Day
Fun!

Atlee modeling his
find.

And when we are done with
Bingo there is always a good
book to read!

Carolyn sporting
one of her prizes!

He’s a winner!!

