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A Time to Ponder
Scott Swartzendruber

Over the years, I have found that Christmastime has a way of
sharpening my focus on how to be a more faithful follower of
Jesus. More pointed questions are raised in my mind during the
Christmas season. Do I continually ask Jesus to guide and empower me to love Him with my whole heart and to love and
serve others? Do I continually trust Jesus and bring Him honor
and glory in everything that I say and do? Do I want to give
witness to a life of peace and goodwill to all people?
Christmastime nudges me to honestly assess my love for Jesus
and others. There is something about Christ coming as a tiny
baby who was fragile, humble, and vulnerable that causes me to
respond in ways that model God’s love, kindness, tenderness,
and mercy. May we all realign our values, attitudes, purposes,
actions, and thinking with those of Christ who came at Christmas to save us from our sins and transform our way of living
and behaving.
At this time of year, I am also challenged to do as Paul said, “to
give thanks to God for the indescribable gift we have been given in the person of Jesus Christ.” During this Christmas season, I want to take this opportunity to thank God for His church
and for each one of you who faithfully seeks to do the will of
Christ in your daily life. May God’s peace reign in your hearts
and lives in ways that make Jesus visible in your family, community, and within our church. May this Christmas be a time
of hope, joy, and blessing to all of you. May we all take steps
to give more of Christ’s joy to all those around us. We truly do
have joy to give to the world!
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Christmastime nudges me to
honestly assess my love for Jesus
and others.



Too often I don’t realize that I
am fully equipped for the moment I am living in.



When we forget the generosity
of God, our heart is not tender,
not moved with compassion by
the hurt and struggle of others.



It is time to check out a book
from the KMC Library, and settle in for some challenging, entertaining, inspirational reads.

WHAT’S HAPPENING!!!
Ed V and Carol Miller

We had Missions Sunday at KMC last
week. The children brought their mission
banks forward, and then they stayed up
front and Haley Bontrager led them as the
children played the bells along with several familiar hymns. And as usual it was
well received by the congregation. The
children shall surely lead them!
Tim McDowell opened an auto repair
shop one mile North of Kalona on Highway 1. The Cedar Rapids Gazette featured Tim in the business section of the
November 1st issue. The shops name is
Better Performance Inc., and it appears
that he is doing a good business. Congratulations!
Erica Hostetler & Shirley Hochstedler
took a quick trip (one week) to Israel.
They did a bit of sightseeing; however
Erica wanted to explore the various service opportunities that were available in
the Holy Land. So talk with Erica and
keep her in your prayers as the Lord directs her into the program that would be
best suited for her.

Abbie DeWild has transferred to North
Park University in Chicago. She continues to pursue a Nursing Degree. Abbie
was asked to join the Rowing Team, so
she has spent a fair amount of time on the
Chicago River. She is on an Eight Crew
Rowing Team. How exciting!

The “Canner Times” just came in our
KMC mail boxes and so we all need to be
ready to help with meat canning on December 15th & 16th. This is a great project
so be sure to sign up and help feed the
hungry.
My goodness, it’s almost December, so
get to work on those Christmas cards.
Soon it will be 2017, my how time
flies!!!!

Congratulations!

These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage,
or 80 or more years of life
Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory.

Birthday:

Dolores Miller~December 9
Delores Leichty~December 12
Edna Miller~December 21
Herb Hartzler~December 27
Dorothy Hartzler~December 29
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We Serve a Generous God
Josh Lundberg

When was the last time you purposefully
thanked God for a list of things He has given to you? If you’re like me, chances are
it's been awhile. In our humanity, we have
a strong tendency to focus on what we
don’t have while taking for granted all the
precious gifts we do have. We center our
thoughts and emotions on self, shaping our
world around “me.” How does that person
treat me? How does this affect me? What
do I need to get done? What does another
have that I don’t? What would make my
life better? Driven by a quest of fulfillment,
we are consumed with busyness, and we
quickly forget how generous God has been
to us. We forget all He has given us.
We probably do this every single day, and
we even fail to see that we are doing it! We
forget the generosity of God. The gr ace,
the gifts, the people — all that God has
given us in our lives — fades from our
thoughts, crowded out by the events, emotions, and thoughts that fill our day.

our day with today.
As we fail to see the generosity of God in
our lives, we slowly lose our gratitude toward Him. Our hearts and attitudes are
filled with self-entitlement, ingratitude,
selfishness, and disappointment; and it is
these thoughts and emotions that dominate
our mind and heart. It is these thoughts and
emotions that begin to shape our lives. We
treat and react to others self-righteously. In
our pride, we look down on others with a
lack of compassion, believing they deserve
exactly what they are experiencing.
The ungrateful heart is hard. When we
forget the generosity of God, our heart is
not tender, not moved with compassion by
the hurt and struggle of others. We forget
that we are more like than unlike our needy
brothers and sisters; and we fail to recognize our own need of grace. We fail to remember the grace shown to us in the past,
to remember the undeserving grace showered upon us in the person of Jesus Christ!
During this Thanksgiving and Christmas
season, let us intentionally take time to remember the generosity of God. Thank God
for all He has given to you, and do it more
than once! Form a daily habit of praise as
you thank God for His generosity and grace
in your life.

Every morning, God's generosity greets us
through numerous ways and people, but we
scarcely recognize it if we take notice of it
at all! Then at night, we go to bed anxious
or exhausted or both, too busy looking
ahead to tomorrow to remember to look
back in gratitude of all the gifts He filled

Remembrance of His generosity will produce worship. Remembrance of His generosity will produce humility. Remembrance
of His generosity will produce compassion
that leads to our own generosity. Today let
us remember!
May we give thanks, may we be humble,
and may we be generous — all to His
praise and honor and glory!

3

In Pursuit
Dawn Wyse
In first grade I tipped over my chair with myself in it. It really shook me up because it
scared me and because this was something
we had been warned against doing. It frightened me so much that when lunchtime came
I lined up with the students who went home
for lunch and I walked home hoping that
Mom would let me stay home the rest of the
day. Well, when I arrived home Mom royally
chewed me out for coming home (What if
she hadn’t been home?), fed me lunch and
sent me directly back to school. I don’t think
I ever let her know just how scared I had
been at school, but I do know I never walked
home at lunchtime again.

that we may hear it and do it?’ Neither is it
beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who
will go over the sea for us and bring it to us,
that we may hear it and do it?’ But the word
is very near you. It is in your mouth and in
your heart, so that you can do it.” God has
things for each one of us to do in this life but
it is not too hard for us because God had prepared us for it in our hearts through His
Word. So why do I struggle when I step out?
I would have been one of the Israelites in
Joshua 18:3 being chewed out. “How long
will you put off going in to take possession
of the land, which the Lord, the God of your
fathers, has given you?”

Fear of doing new things or talking to new
people has been a pattern in my life. My parents had to force me to my first day of junior
high school. They also made me drive a car
on my own for the first time. They actually
forbid me to walk to MYF that night. If I
wanted to go I had to take the car. I know it
sounds crazy but it’s true. There was a day I
drove out to attend a friend’s party and then I
was too uncomfortable to go in alone so I just
turned around to go home. Going to college
was really hard. I could tell you more stories
much like this but I think you get the drift. I
am a person who struggles with often not
being comfortable in my skin and too often it
has been the driving force in deciding what I
do and don’t do in life. However, God has
been challenging me in this area. I recently
heard someone say that when God looks at us
He sees what we can become.

There are so many promises God has given
me (and you) in His Word that are waiting
for me to use but I don’t reach out to hold on
to them because I am
scared. What if I don’t
measure up? What if I
make a mistake? What
if I was wrong? What if
someone else doesn’t
like what I am trying to
do? What if someone
else could do it better?
Believe me, if you want an excuse to not step
out I can probably find you one. I am really
good at it. But the bottom line is this: “The
steps of a man are established by the Lord,
when he delights in his way; though he fall,
he shall not be cast headlong, for the Lord
upholds his hand.” Psalm 37:23-24. As Bill
Johnson would put it, each of us has received
an assignment that is intentional and time
specific. We are all here because God decided we should be here and He has something
for each of us to do, but we are given the
freewill to decide if we will obediently do it
or not. Scared or not. Feeling prepared or
not.

Too often I don’t realize that I am fully
equipped for the moment I am living in. I
stumbled upon Deuteronomy 30:11-14 this
week and I felt like God was telling me emphatically to remember it. “11For this commandment that I command you today is not
too hard for you, neither is it far off. It is not
in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will
ascend to heaven for us and bring it to us,
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(Cont. on page 5)

(In Pursuit cont. from page )
In the book Hosting the Presence by Bill Johnson,
he says, “Heaven is filled with perfect confidence
and peace, while this world is filled with chaos
and mistrust in God. We always reflect the nature of the world we are most aware of.” That
one made my toes hurt all day today. Lately, I
have been allowing my focus to be on the world
instead of heaven. I have been living in fear instead of trusting God that if He shows me a step
to take then He will be there to keep me upright.
He will provide for me. Once again I was before
my loving God asking Him for forgiveness and
having Him wrap His arms around me, reminding
me that He sees what I can become. It was humbling and like regaining the ability to breathe
deeply once again.

Can I say that I have completely overcome my
tendency to fear? No. But I do believe that I have
taken a step closer to overcoming it and that
when it is time to take another one, God will be
by my side cheering me on (or pushing me out
the door). God doesn’t give up on His purpose
for your life. Moses didn’t want to speak and
Gideon didn’t want to lead. God stood by them
and look how God came through! That is one of
the reasons I love the Word of God. It helps me
to see how consistent and faithful God is. Reading the Bible keeps my eyes on heaven and away
from my fears that stop me from obediently following Him. It also shows me how God values
me (and you) and the wonderful promises he has
for us. I don’t want to stand before God and have
Him ask me why I didn’t make the most of the
life He so graciously gave me. My challenge for
myself is to find more time to read God’s Word.
It is a source of strength. I encourage you to do
the same.
As always, in pursuit…………

CROWDED CLOSET ASSOCIATION MEETING
The fall association meeting for the Crowded
Closet was held on September 19, 2016 at
Eicher Mennonite Church at 7 pm. Board
chair Roger Farmer introduced Dave
Schooley, pastor of Eicher Mennonite, who
gave greetings and devotions from II King
23:1-3. King Josiah called everyone together,
read aloud the Book of the Covenant and
asked the people to faithfully obey the Lord
and keep God’s commands.
General Manager, Carey Miller gave the financial report. In the last nine years CC has
sent $4,672,929.00 to MCC plus $247,018.00
so far this year. Income in 2016 so far is as
follows: Thrift: $374,817; Silent auction:
$7,642; Online book sales $8,964; ebay:
$7,873; Salvage, $9561; Gift Shop: $13,434.
Local contributions for which we don’t receive any money: Crisis center: 421,234; Salvation Army: $2736; Church vouchers: $484;
Other vouchers: $147.

Carey reported that we will not be getting an
International Visitor Exchange person because she did not get her visa. He also introduced the new staff persons in Presort, Furniture and Assistant Process Manager.
Processing manager, Bailey Schrock told us
what happens to donations not sold. A video
was shown to inform how items are recycled,
rather than the landfill. Volunteer Coordinator Christine Beachy reported approximately
200 people volunteer each month. She gets
them from different resources.

Roger introduced new board member Galen
Graber, who is fulfilling Fred Gingerich's
term. He stated that members use the available Board Member Suggestion form as two
new members will need to begin terms in
September 2017.
Elsie Mast, your Crowded Closet representative for KMC
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Library Notes
Shirley Hochstedler

Cold weather has arrived and with it long
winter evenings. It is time to check out a
book from the KMC Library, and settle in
for some challenging, entertaining, inspirational reads. And don’t forget the
wholesome DVD’s if you prefer to watch
a movie. You will find several new arrivals in the library. If the title you are
looking for has already been checked out,
put your name on the reserve list. Any of
the library workers will be glad to do that
for you.
Check out the fiction section. Some new
titles include The Wounded Heart by
Adina Senft; Autumn’s Promise, Spring’s
Renewal, and Winter’s Awakening, (all
‘bonnet books’) by Shelley Shepard Gray;
Piece by Piece by Carole Jefferson; and A
Reason to Stay by Kellie Coates Gilbert.
Or check out the numerous fiction titles
on the shelves.
Perhaps a book to challenge your Christian walk is what you need. New titles
include Out of a Far Country by Christopher Yuan & Angela Yuan; The Power of
Simple Prayer and Living Beyond Your
Feelings by Joyce Meyer; The Sacred
Mundane by Connie Befus; Paperdoll by
Natalie Lloyd; The Daniel Prayer by
Anne Graham Lotz, and Sandpaper People by Mary Southerland.

Do you like to read about how others have
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led victorious lives? These inspirational
reads are for you: The Magnolia Story by
Chip and Diana Gaines; Fly a Little Higher by Laura Sobiech; Answering the Call
by Ken Gire; God Behind Bars by John
Perry; and Street God by Dimas Salaberrios.

Also new to the library are Choosing
Against War by John D Roth and The
CPS Story by Albert Keim.
Snuggle up with your kids and watch the
new DVD’s. These include Making the
Grade; What Katy Did and three Veggie
Tales, Lettuce Love One Another; Little
Ones Can Do Big Things, Too!; and It’s a
Meaningful Life.
Stop by the library, and check something
out today!

Serving the Community, Together

Leaf raking has become an annual fall activity for the MYF, and has developed into an all
church project with a supper together for anyone who wants to attend. This year was no different. About 40 people came to rake about 16 yards, and that included MYFers and young and
older from KMC. Approximately 65 people came to the supper following, building community
between all ages.
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Kalona Mennonite Church
902 6th St.
P.O. Box 819
Kalona, IA 52247
319-656-2736

Our Vision is to be a life-giving church: Presenting the life-giving message of Jesus Christ
as Lord and Savior to the people of the Kalona area and the world, challenging them to
accept Christ, worship Him, and serve Him.

Editor: Shirley Hochstedler
Design & Layout: Janice
Hostetler
Articles for the Mustard
Seed may be submitted to
Shirley Hochstedler or
placed in Shirley’s church
mailbox.

Our Mission is to fulfill the Great Commission: Leading people to Christ; discipling
them in the faith; equipping them to witness;
and sending them out to serve.

