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Mustard Seed
Livia’s Words
Josh Lundberg

The other night it was getting close to my daughter’s bedtime. I told
her that she had to pick up all the toys. Livia does a really good job
of putting her stuff away; however, I do need to tell her what to pick
up and where to put it. If I don’t, to the surprise of no one, her threeyear-old mind gets distracted with other things.
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As we were putting the toys away, I came across puzzle pieces belonging to 8 different puzzles. In order to make sure that all the pieces were there and correctly separated, I started to put the puzzles together. The puzzles were simple and only had 12 pieces each, but I
was annoyed by having to take time to put them together because I
knew it would distract my daughter from the task of cleaning up.
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I worked on several puzzles at the same time, trying to get them put
together as quickly as I could. When I completed the first puzzle,
Livia excitedly exclaimed “Daddy, you won!” Suddenly I realized
that I was the one who had been distracted.
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Distracted by my task, I had become impatient. I had lost my gratitude. Livia led me back to joy with her words.
Proverbs 18:21 reads, “Death and life are in the power of the tongue,
and those who love it will eat its fruits.”
That day Livia’s words were full of life and reminded me to be
thankful in the midst of doing. And she has done that before. On another day at the playground, Livia told her mother, “The sun is out,
the sky is blue, our house is pretty clean – this is a good day!”
Proverbs 16:24 says, “Gracious words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul and health to the body.”
May we remember the power of our words. May our words be lifegiving. May my words and my life be an accurate reflection of the
joy filled life that Jesus has freed me to live.







May my words and my
life be an accurate reflection of the joy filled
life that Jesus has freed
me to live.
My second glance has
shown me that Adam
and I have truly been
placed where God intended.
It's important that our
moms experience
MOPS in a great big
way.
Can the body of Christ
work effectively without each and every person obediently doing
what God intends for
them to do?
It’s important to help
our children see the
needs globally and locally and educating
them on how hunger is
not just something in a
far away region.

A Second Look
Grael Weaver, Belfast, Northern Ireland

Take a second look.

youth group that will eventually lead to a bigger community wide youth program. Even though this final plan may
not be established for a year or two, we are eager to help
get it started and get the teens excited about it as well.

These words have been ringing in my head since the first
week Adam and I have started our volunteer term here at
East Belfast Mission in Northern Ireland. I am not one to
judge a book by it’s cover but when we pulled up to a four Adam and I have had the privilege to give East Belfast
story, shiny, brand new building and was told this was
Mission a second look. We still see the high tech. interacEBM, I couldn’t help but think “Do they really need our
tive
help here? They look like they are doing fine!”
A common mental picture most have when “missionary”
or “volunteer service” is mentioned are grass huts, dirt
floors, and some place in the middle of Africa. I will admit
right now, we are nowhere close to that location or atmosphere. Adam and I were put up in the guest flat that the
EBM Church owns in the EBM building. We take an elevator up to the 4th floor where we walk into automated lit
hallways into our bright yellow door. Once past our electronic, motion detecting, security system you will find a
fully furnished, tall ceiling, two-bedroom apartment with a
gorgeous view of the city. To say the least, we felt extremely spoiled when we walked in for the first time.
We arrived on a Thursday and were given a quick tour of
the architecturally innovative EBM building. We soon
learned that the top two floors were dedicated to apartments; one side for the general public and the other for
reintegration housing for the homeless. The second floor
was dedicated to offices (filled and empty) and finally to
the ground floor. This floor is where Adam and I spend
most of our time. It includes our little office, several meeting rooms, a community kitchen, an art room, the sanctuary and a small gym. We fill up all these rooms one time
or another during the week.
Our typical week can vary slightly but it always contains a
few core programs we help out with. Homework club,
Women’s Group, Staff Prayers, Kid’s Gap, Bible Study,
Over’s Luncheon, High School Drop-In, and after school
Bible studies. We are quite busy day to day but are enjoying many of the programs. We do everything from play
with two year olds allowing their mom a break, to serving
the elderly a homemade lunch, to playing out characters of
the Bible in front of a 90 child crowd. Yes I did say
90!...no stage fright allowed here!
We are enjoying the process of learning about all of
EBM’s programs and finding our passions. We will soon
split up a little more and really get involved with just a
few programs more in depth. EBM currently does not have
a program designed for teenagers because of a messy past
and lack of leaders. We are hoping to help start a small
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white boards in every meeting room and still see our electronic key fobs dangling from our key chains but we also
see an organization, a community and people in the need
of help. Kalona Mennonite might not have the flashy technology or facilities but it is full of a beautiful, giving congregation that is so easy to take for granted. My second
glance has shown me that Adam and I have truly been
placed where God intended. We pray to bring the love,
peace, acceptance and giving that our small Mennonite
Church families have showed us into this place.
So I encourage you to take a second look as well. It could
be that neighbor down the street or even the person sitting
next you on Sunday. They may look new and shiny on the
outside but may truly need your help or prayers.

MOMcon 2015
Corrie Schlabach

MOPS has this really cool convention every year called
MOMcon and I had the chance to go. What is that, you
ask. Well, let me start by saying ROAD TRIP!, and not
the kind with the kiddos. It starts out with a group of
moms from MOPS who pile into as few cars as possible
and make the trek to wherever MOMcon may be held
that year. This year just happened to be in Indianapolis.
The car ride consists of lots of laughing, sharing, crying, pit stops and yes, sometimes having to make a Uturn.

What do I gain from attending? Absolutely everything!
MOMcon hones my skills as a steering member, builds
deeper connection between the moms of our group who
attend, strengthens my marriage and other personal relationships, gives me much needed mothering tools,
and - possibly the most valuable - fills me up as a follower of Jesus.

We work hard to make sure all of our moms have the
opportunity to attend... because MOPS is so much more
than the walls of our church. It's important that our
MOMcon2015 consisted of many good speakers and moms experience MOPS in a great big way and
singers that I encourage everyone to google. Amena MOMcon is the best way to do that.
Brown was my favorite. She’s an amazing poet with
some powerful words accompanied by some good
beats. Other great speakers were Margaret Feinberg,
Bob Goff and Jen Hatmaker. The lineup of worship
leaders were Matt Maher, I Am They, JJ Heller and
Matthew West.
MOMcon also had a huge array of workshops covering
topics like wild things: The art of nurturing boys; Evangelism and the MOPS strategy; Discipline that connects; The Jesus-Hearted Woman: Your Journey to Influence; Love and Money; Raising Girls and the list
goes on and on.
Local moms with Jen Hatmaker & Matt Maher

Always handmade.
Always fair trade.
The global fair trade movement began with the founding of
Ten Thousand Villages more than 60 years ago through the
visionary work of Edna Ruth Byler. Byler, the wife of a
Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) administrator, traveled to Puerto Rico in 1946 where she was struck by the
overwhelming poverty and was moved action. She purchased the needlework from women artisans and sold it out
of the trunk of her car to her friends and neighbors back in
Pennsylvania. Byler ignited a global movement to eradicate
poverty by providing economic opportunities for artisans in
developing countries with a viable marketplace for their
products through long-term, fair trading relationships.

would otherwise be unemployed or underemployed. Artisans use environmentally friendly processes, sustainable
natural resources, and recycled materials to ensure each
product offered has been crafted responsibly. Ten Thousand Villages is a partner of MCC.
Ten Thousand Villages, Iowa City has two holiday pop-up
stores through December to help artisans in developing
countries earn a fair wage, be treated with dignity and respect, and be able to live a life of quality. You’re invited to
join in this vision.
112 E Washington St., Iowa City Mon-Fri 11-6, Sat 10-6,
Sun 12-4
720 14th St., Kalona (Schlabaugh and Sons Woodwor king) Mon-Fri 9-5, Sat 10-3

The company has grown to a network of more than 390 re- For more information or to volunteer in the pop-up store,
tail outlets throughout the U.S. Products include handmade contact (and follow) at:
gifts, home decor, jewelry, personal accessories, textiles,
iowacity@tenthousandvillages.com
art, and sculptures representing the diverse cultures of over
www.tenthousandvillages.com/iowacity
130 artisan groups in 38 countries in Asia, Africa, Latin
facebook.com/tenthousandvillagesiowacity
America, and the Middle East. Product sales help pay for
food, education, healthcare, and housing for artisans who
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In Pursuit
Dawn Wyse

“Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its
many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. For
we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one
body – whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free – and
we were all given the one Spirit to drink. Even so the
body is not made up of one part but of many.”
I Corinthians 12:12-14
The concept of oneness in 1 Corinthians and in other
parts of the Bible sounds so good. The idea of being
united and working together in harmony is appealing.
It is easy to say that is what I want. The trouble is, it
is hard work to get the MANY PARTS to focus in the
same direction. Then if some of those parts don’t see
things the way I do, am I willing to reevaluate my
view? Are they? It’s definitely complicated.
I have spent my week struggling with this subject.
How is the body of Christ supposed to function in
God’s eyes? Is my view the same as God’s? Is the
way our church functions the way God describes it in
His Word? And how do I know what my part in the
body is? These are only a few of the many questions
I have wrestled with this week and continue to roll
around in my mind.
You see I am convinced that we each have a God determined part to fulfill in Christ’s body of believers.
“Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is
given for the common good.” I Corinthians 12:7
This verse says “to each one”, not to the leadership of
the church or to just certain people. We all have different gifts, different kinds of service, different kinds
of working, etc., given to us to fulfill what no one else
can do. When we don’t do them there is a hole.
Something God intended to happen is missing. We,
as a body, are less effective.
Can the body of Christ work effectively without each
and every person obediently doing what God intends
for them to do? I believe the answer is yes, but only
because God is God and He is mind blowing amazing.
However, if every single person would do exactly as
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God intends the outcome would be even greater.
A physical example of a body functioning effectively
without all of the parts of the body fully functional
would be Nick Vujicic. He was born without limbs,
yet he, through struggles, has learned how to be mobile, swim, drive a car and do many other things. His
body isn’t complete as a body normally should be, but
Nick has accomplished many things with his body.
Yet Nick believes that God will one day give him a
complete body. He believes this to the point that he
keeps a pair of shoes in his closet to say, I believe
God will do it.
To me, this is a good picture of God’s church. We are
an incomplete body. Not everyone has accepted
Christ yet. So we are missing body parts. Then we
also have some body parts that don’t operate the way
that God intended. To add another layer of challenge
to the picture, not all of the parts are focusing on
God’s direction. Instead, of asking the question,
“What is God doing and how does He want the
church to join in?” we ask “What do I think we (the
church) should be doing?” As long as we continue to
do this the body will struggle against itself and hamper its ability to fully build its relationship with God
and give Him the full glory He deserves. God is still
glorified through parts of the church, but to a much
smaller degree than it should be. But we need to have
the hope within us, like Nick’s shoes in the closet,
that one day God’s church will be complete and functioning in perfect relationship with God. (Philippians
1:6)
Is there a solution? Absolutely! God has it. We
don’t. However, I think there is a hint in I Corinthians
12:22-27 “On the contrary, those parts of the body
that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and the
parts that we think are less honorable we treat with
special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable
are treated with special modesty, while our presentable parts need no special treatment.
(Continued on page 5)

In Pursuit (Continued from page 4)
God put the body together. Each one of us is part of it.
There is no opting out. There is no cutting anyone off.
That hurts the body. However that doesn’t mean a part
of the body can do whatever it wants without harming
God’s body. Every part has a both a responsibility to
God and to the body, in that order. Everything we do
affects our relationship with God either positively or
negatively. Everything we do affects the body of
Christ either positively or negatively. Each one of us
has been the missing parts. Each of us has been the
weaker parts . . . the less honorable parts . . . the unpresentable parts. But God has given us all a special
grace so that we are the body.

As the body we need to aim for equal concern for one
another and for unity in Christ. (One disclaimer I want
to put in here is this: I believe this concern and unity
means unconditional love for people, but doesn’t mean
unconditionally accepting behaviors and actions that
conflict with Christ’s Word. I believe unconditionally

accepting behaviors and actions that conflict with
Christ’s Word is the opposite of unity in Christ.) Unity in Christ will only happen if we are fully focused on
God and are continually encourage each other to do the
same. God must be given full access to each of our
hearts so He can work there to give us the ability to
fulfill His purpose for His body.
There were two questions from my Bible study group,
Experiencing God by Henry Blackaby, I want to pass
on you to think about. 1. Why do you think God has
added you to your present church body? 2. What do
you do in your church that most effectively helps build
up the body of Christ?
I would say that I have more questions at the end of the
week than I did at the beginning of the week about
Christ’s body. One thing I have been convicted about
is that I need to constantly be making sure that I am
going back to God to ask for direction and not think
that I know the answers without talking to Him. When
I disagree with others in the body on major issues I
need to spend a lot of time with God, because either I
have lost sight of God or they have. Neither is good
for the church because not everyone is focused on God
and only allowing God to work in our hearts can resolve it. Being on my knees before Christ is the only
good option.

Congratulations!
These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage, or 80 or more years of life.
Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory.
Anniversary:
Mel & Veva Herschberger , 59 years, December 23
Birthdays:
Willard Yoder, December 1
Dolores Miller, December 9
Delores Leichty, December 12
Mel Herschberger, December 12
Edna Miller, December 21
Herb Hartzler, December 27
Dorothy Hartzler, December 29
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Children’s Sunday School Mission Project
Corrie Schlabach, Primary SS Superintendent

As part of my duties as Superintendent of KMC Children’s Sunday School, I had the opportunity to decide
on a missions project. What an overwhelming task.
There are so many great causes that we can raise money for and we have done great things in the past including Water For Life, Samaritan’s Purse, Missio Dei in
Minneapolis, Casas Por Cristo and others.
I started thinking about
a project a year before I
needed to. It was during the time that Leanne
and Jenelle Bender
were working with Operation Backpack for
the local school district
and I thought why can’t
we do something local?
I also wanted to combine a hands-on experience like Hannah
McDowell did when
some of the Sunday School classes shopped for Operation Christmas Child.

After much deliberating and interviewing the locals I
decided to go with this local project and get kids to
help kids. The hungry children in our community are
children that our Sunday School children may sit next
to on the bus, play with at recess, work with in class,
may even be a best friend.

Not only did our missions
project raise money (nearly $800) to fund HACAP (the
institute that supplies the food) but they got to have
hands on with packing some food that was delivered to
our school district.
It’s important to help our children see the needs globally and locally and educating them on how hunger is not
just something in a far
away region but it’s
right here next to us and
we can do something
about it. Doing projects
like this is a good start.

