Kalona Mennonite Church

December 2014
Volume XXIII, Issue 12

Mustard Seed
A Note from Jeff
Jeff Miller
It seems hard to believe that I’ve been at Kalona Mennonite for just
over two-and-a-half years. There have been a lot of changes during that
time, including the style of music and the upgrades to the facilities. The
next big thing I’m excited about for KMC is being planned to begin in
January, and it will be an opportunity for the whole congregation to
read through the New Testament together. Though I won’t be here to
participate in that with you, I think it’s a wonderful growth opportunity,
and I’m currently planning to do it at the same time as all of you from
wherever I happen to be.
If there are any final words I would like to leave with you, it’s just this:
“Keep on clinging to Christ!” Though we don’t know the future, and
don’t know what direction each of our lives may go, if we simply cling
to Christ by pursuing a deeper relationship with Him, trusting His word,
and allowing His Holy Spirit to transform us more and more into
Christ’s likeness, then we will have everything we need to grow, persevere, and bear fruit, no matter what situations we may have to face.
Keep on clinging to Christ; then you will be prepared to confront any
struggle of this world and ready to receive eternal glory.
I also want to take this opportunity to thank all of you for your cards
and words of encouragement, and also for the many generous gifts
you’ve given me. This congregation will always have a special place in
my heart. Though God called me to come here to help the church during its time of transition, the Lord has also shown me that it’s now time
to move on to a different ministry. At this point, I still don’t know
where He wants Jessica and me to go next, and nor have I started looking into other options. So, if the Lord brings us to your mind, please
join Jessica and me in praying for the Lord’s direction. We will also
continue to pray for you as you enter a new phase of transition here at
KMC. Once again, thank you all for the part each of you has played to
help make my time at Kalona Mennonite so meaningful! Keep on
clinging to Christ!
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SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST



Thank you all for the
part each of you has
played to help make
my time at Kalona
Mennonite so meaningful!



You can't hurry God.



I truly believe God
wants us to grow more
than we can comprehend.



Those were only three
words but they had the
power to change everything.

Search Committee
Frank Yoder
As I prepared to write the article for the Mustard
Seed, I decided to ask each member of the search
committee to reflect on their experience on the committee and to write down some of their thoughts.
This should give you a sense of how committee members view their roles as we search for an associate
pastor. Members of the search committee are Wanda
Miller Beachy, Lynn Hostetler, Dave Koerner, Nate
Miller, Nicki Miller, Robin Schrock, John Wallerich,
and myself, Frank Yoder.
One prominent theme that appeared in the comments was the importance of waiting on God and
learning to be patient. One person wrote “that patience is key” while another person said “I didn't realize when we started that patience would become as
important to us as it has. The whole experience has
taught me more about God's timing and patience and
realizing we have no control over God's timing.”
Other comments noted that “we are still ‘waiting for
the end result’ but God has guided us along the way
and continues to. I have learned more about handing
things over to God and listening for his will and
plan.” A final comment on this theme was that “You
can't hurry God. We can work our tails off and try
and try but God needs to bring our pastor to us. I'm
thinking of the misconception I had when I was little
that Noah had to go out and catch all the animals for
the ark. In reality, God takes care of the details.”
Committee members also talked about the importance of listening to God, to one another, and to
the congregation. Speaking for myself, there is always a temptation to bring my own agenda to this
work. Each of us on the committee certainly brings a
particular perspective but unless I am willing to see
things from another point of view, I am going to be
continually frustrated when others do not see things
my way.
Other members of the committee talked about how
this experience has taught them to be sensitive to
what God is calling us to do and to respect the opinions of others. One person wrote that their goal is to
“hear and understand God's heart for us and that we
understand how incredible his love is for us. The
committee can be made up of diverse opinions but
God can communicate his desires to us in a way that
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is completely unifying to
each of us.”
Committee members also
talked about how serving on
the committee has deepened their respect for one another. I believe it is safe to say that the search committee is composed of a disparate group of people
who would probably not be working so closely with
one another under other circumstances. Here are a
few comments search committee members made
about one another. “Each member represents a
unique glimpse of Jesus in their lives and in their
thoughts. And each maintains a high level of respect
and concern for KMC and their brothers and sisters in
Christ.” Another person wrote that “I have really enjoyed my time on the search committee--it has been
great getting to know everyone on the committee better and seeing how deeply everyone on it cares about
KMC. Being on the committee has shown me how
much the people at KMC care.” A third comment was
that “I have learned to know the other committee
members better, and through them I have gained a
better understanding of our congregation, which has
been a really good thing.” And this final comment
provides another perspective: “I have thoroughly enjoyed being on the committee and getting to know the
others so well. I am amazed at how, even though we
have some very different opinions on things, we can
all discuss things easily and productively. The congregation should know that this committee is made up
of very sincere, committed Christians who have the
congregation’s best interest at heart and not an agenda.”
Committee members also want the congregation to
know that your prayers and support play a critical
role. One person commented that they want the congregation to “continue to pray for us as we let Him
lead us in this process” while another person asked
that you “continue to lift us and the future of our
church up in prayer!” A final comment was that “I
hope that through this process our congregation calls
the leader God has planned for us and that we unite
behind the common cause of God's work. I would
like the congregation to know that the committee appreciates and desires their prayers.”

In Pursuit
Dawn Wyse

For me it started during Lent of 2013. Prayer was something that God was challenging me to pursue with greater effort. I had always been fascinated with Exodus
33:7-11. In this passage it talks about the tent of meeting Moses would set up out of camp where people
would go to seek the Lord. It talks of God’s presence in
the pillar of cloud that would descend on the entrance of
the tent when Moses was in the tent and the Lord would
speak to Moses. I cannot express the desire that settles
in my heart when I reflect on Moses’ relationship with
God. But that is not the only reason this passages tugs
at me. In verse 11 it says “When Moses turned again
into the camp, his assistant Joshua the son of Nun, a
young man, would not depart from the tent.” This verse
shows me how dedicated Joshua was to seeking God.
The fruit of this dedication is seen in Joshua’s life later
on in the Bible. For Moses and Joshua, their prayer
time, their talking with God time was foundational in
keeping themselves in line with God’s plans for their
lives. Both Moses and Joshua read scripture to Israel. It
was an important part of their leadership. God’s Word
was powerful in the way they conducted both their lives
and their leadership over Israel. God blessed them because of their commitment to His Word and their relationship to Him.

my attention while Ben was in school in Grand Rapids,
MI. Ben got me a copy of the Bible and I went through
the challenge with his church, Ada Bible Church. I had
a good experience.
So when
I became
small
group
coordinator I
thought the New Testament Challenge would make a
great small group. I remembered that Ada Bible Church
had sent short emails each day during the challenge to
encourage people. So late one night I emailed Ada Bible
Church and I asked them if they would share these
emails with KMC. By 10 am the next morning they had
sent me not only the emails, but also an open invitation
to help in any way I needed to make the challenge happen at our church. It was then I knew God wanted
KMC to do this as a small group.

The next step was to look for the books so I would know
what to tell people the books cost. I remembered that I
had bought one for $5 from Ada Bible Church, but I
also knew they had purchased a huge quantity to get
such a price and thought that the book had been between
So during Lent of 2013 I committed to praying for 7
$7 and $8 at the book stores. Sure enough they still ran
areas. These areas were each of my 3 kids and for the
things they asked me to pray about, for my husband, for $7.99 most places. But I kept looking and found them
online for about $1 a copy. That is when I realized that
myself, for JW’s so it would glorify God and the last
area I prayed for was for growth for Kalona Mennonite. God might want this to be a church wide activity and
I prayed for growth in all areas whether it was spiritual, not just a small group. So I presented the New Testament Challenge to the elders to get approval to do this.
in worship, in faithfulness, in outreach, in numbers, in
obedience, in repentance in glorifying God and the list
Meanwhile, God kept working. I found out that there
goes on. The bottom line is that during Lent that year I were audio files, leaders’ guides, e-books and a lot of
prayed for God’s growth to come beyond our imagina- other resources available through the publisher when
tion in all areas of Kalona Mennonite. Now I still pray you bought the books through them. But you see I had
for that growth, not every day but often. I truly believe already bought the books. Curt and I had decided that
even if KMC didn’t do the New Testament Challenge,
God wants us to grow more than we can comprehend.
that we had ample opportunities to give New TestaHis vision for our lives we cannot grasp. (Eph 3:20)
ments away to people. So I contacted the publisher and
I believe the KMC New Testament Challenge is part of asked them how much it would cost to get the resources
since we already owned the books. By the next day they
the answer to what I have been praying and more than
had let us know that we could use the resources for free
likely the answer to prayers that other people have been and they were willing to help us in any way that we
praying for our church. Here is why I believe it. The
need. That sealed it for me.
Books of the Bible: New Testament Challenge came to (Continued on page 4)
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The Builders
Eunice Madrene Miller Yoder

A builder built a house
His sketches and blue prints all laid out.

A teacher builds useful education.

He has a marvelous plan,

Knowledge and love for all mankind.

each and every day to lay out daily.

Kindness, watching, warming by precept and
praise.

He works with care and excellent skills.
Pillars and frames, arches measured.
He lays each and every stone so carefully,
with mortar, mixture and square.
He labors night and day,
Fashioning to his delight and prayer.
Friends and passers-by look up at his
accomplishments.
Its beauty, care, and dedication,

All planned weekly and daily for her students.
She works with skill and care,
forming each pillar with dedication and patience.
Laying each stone with prayer,

each and all care given by guiding goals.
For endurance while time goes on.
Beautiful unseen builder.
All God’s children, immortal souls.

successful from start to finish.

____________________________________________________________________________________

Packing food for the Backpack Program. Over 60 bags were assembled to
pack backpacks for 60 kids in the MidPrairie School District. Not pictured but
helping were Karen Stalter and Shirley
Hochstedler.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

(In Pursuit continued from page 3)
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site or to those people around us. Let’s be open to
what God is compelling us to do. Plus, I ask that
God wants KMC as a community to read the New you join me in praying for the KMC New TestaTestament together. He gave us the resources from ment Challenge. I believe this started with prayer
both Ada Bible Church and the publisher. He
and the prayer should not stop. May we pray that
practically gave us the books at such a low price.
God’s Word touches each of our hearts and imNow He is waiting for us to commit to reading His proves it. May we pray that people will participate
Word together.
in this challenge and don’t feel defeated if they get
behind in their reading. The main thing is to be in
So here is my challenge to you and to myself.
God’s Word. Pray that reading God’s Word toLet’s do our best to read the New Testament together will bring us together in Christ. I am really
gether during January and February. If we feel
excited to see God at work in us!!
God pushing us to share about our reading let’s do
it whether it is in a small group, on the facebook
As always, in pursuit.

WHAT’S HAPPENING!!!
Ed V & Carol Miller

Here it is, hot off the press. Now for the news, fair
and unbalanced!!
Abbie DeWild, who is a freshman at Hesston College, was in a theatrical production called “Our
Town.” The play was well attended by her family
including: Jodi DeWild, John & Julie Gingerich,
Troy, Jenny, Cole & Kennedy Roth, as well as extended family from the Hesston area. Grandpa Johnny was in this
same play about 50
years ago when he
was in high school
at IMS! President
of Hesston College, Howard
Keim, who was a
former pastor here
at KMC, was the
narrator of the play
(That’s him in the
background on the
right.) Lots of
connections there!
Congratulations,
Abbie!

KMC held a “Pastor Appreciation Day” on October
26th. We had a potluck meal followed by several
presentations in honor of our three pastors: Scott
Swartzendruber (senior pastor), Jeff Miller (interim
pastor) and Josh Lundberg (youth pastor). Everyone
had a good time and some good laughs. (See pictures
elsewhere in this newsletter.)
Dawn Schrock and her neighbor Tami Miller together got a “wild hair” to take another long walk. They
walked down Dogwood Avenue to the Kewash Trail
and continued on to Washington for a 20 mile hike.
It took them almost 7 hours and according to Dawn,
their “dogs were barking” by the end of the trek.
These two have a history of taking long walks, like
Wellman to the Fall Festival and Wellman to North
English. So who knows what they will try next year!
Mollie Ferguson is engaged to Ryan DeWit with
wedding plans for 10-10-15! These two met at college in Northwest, Iowa. Congratulations go to Ryan
& Mollie and Mike & Emi Ferguson.

ran out of donuts by 2:00 p.m. that day. So you
know it was well attended. Congratulations!
Wow, what a great Sunday morning worship service
on November 23rd. It started with the children bringing their missionary banks and emptying them in a
big old wash tub
making a
“glorious
sound.” Then
the children
sang songs complete with motions – more
blessings. The
MYF led the
worship service
and had skits, readings, led music and the service
culminated with a baptism service for 8 MYFers.
Those baptized were: Carson & Whitney Christiansen, Karlee Lehman, Jordan Murray, Cody & Ty Schillerstrom,
Ashley Sojka and Lauryn Weiss.
What a great morning!
Nicki Miller recently participated
in a “Tough Mudder” near St.
Louis, Missouri. Yes, there was
a lot of mud involved, since the
area received 4” of rain several
days before the event. There
were about a dozen “hearty
souls” from the Kalona/Wellman
area that entered the event, including Josh Lundberg. The
course was over 11 miles long
and including many obstacles
along the way and took 4 hours to
complete. Nicki’s sister Haley
Bontrager went along as Nicki’s
personal chaperone. Oh my,
what a time they must have had!
Now that you have been thankful
and are probably stuffed with
turkey, enjoy the season of Advent, Merry Christmas, Happy
New Year’s and let’s go enjoy
some basketball games.

Derald & Marilyn Bender recently celebrated 35
years of owning and operating the Kalona Bakery.
They made 130 dozen donuts for the celebration and
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Congratulations!
These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage, or 80 or more years of
life

Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory.
Birthdays:
Willard Yoder, December 1
Dolores Miller, December 9
Delores Leichty, December 12
Mel Herschberger, December 12
Edna Miller, December 21
Duane Miller, December 25
Herb Hartzler, December 27

Dorothy Hartzler, December 29
_________________________________________________________________________

KMC New Testament Challenge
Dawn Wyse
A community Bible experience is coming to Kalona
Mennonite on January 5th, the first Monday in January. Everyone is encouraged to participate in the
KMC New Testament Challenge. The KMC New
Testament Challenge is an event where we read
through the entire New Testament together in eight
weeks. Sounds straight forward, doesn’t it? But
there is a twist.
The twist is that we will use a format of the NIV New
Testament that has removed all chapters and verses.
Plus, the books are placed in a different order than
they are in most Bibles. However, it is important to
note that the words have not been changed. This is
the NIV translation of the Bible. Nothing has been
added to or removed from it. The purpose in this is to
have the Bible presented to those who read it like it
would have been presented to the original readers of
the scripture. You wouldn’t think that this would
change how the Bible reads, but it does. This version
is called The Books of the Bible: New Testament.
KMC has copies of this version for everyone who
wants to participate and they will be handed out soon.
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those who prefer to listen as opposed to read. There
are e-book versions available for various devices as
well.

For families with children, there is a special audio
version which gives the daily readings in a slightly
abridged format. If a family prefers to read them together as opposed to just listening, the script used for
the children's audio version is available.
The best part of the New Testament Challenge is that
as a group we will be reading God’s Word! That is
exciting! There will be opportunities for anyone who
would like to be in a small group during these eight
weeks to discuss what they are reading. Plus, we will
be setting up a Facebook event where we can also
share what God is showing us as we read His precious Word.
The goal is to read the New Testament in eight
weeks. The pace is fast, but the reward is high.
Maintain your momentum using these five guidelines.
1. Read what you can. 2. Read something every day.
3. Always have your Bible with you. 4. Every week
is a new week. 5. Don’t worry about the parts you
don’t understand, worry about the parts you do understand.

The KMC New Testament Challenge is laid out so
that 10-12 pages are read 5 days a week. This gives
people an extra two days a week to get caught up if
they get behind. For most people it will take 15 to 20
Join us for this adventure. It is going to be amazing
minutes a day to read 10-12 pages. There is also an
to see how God’s Word moves. Look for more deaudio version of this New Testament Challenge for
tails coming soon. January 5th will be here soon.

Rudi Needs Our Help
Rudi Mucaj, the young exchange student who lived with
Dan and Julie Fisher for the 2013-14 school year, attended IMS. During this time, because of the influence of
his host family and his school experience, Rudi became a
believer in Christ. Upon returning to Albania, he developed a desire to attend college in the USA. Below is the
essay he submitted with his application to Goshen College. Rudi has been accepted with much financial help
from the college, but will need additional funds for living
expense and other things that are not covered. There will
be periodic fundraisers for Rudi to help with these expenses. Please help support Rudi and the Fishers in this
way.
Albania is far, far away from the US, and in this country exists a city which I am pretty sure is quite unknown
to the majority of Americans. This city is called Fier,
and I was born in this city on December 9, 1995. My
family consists of four members. My father, who is 46
and works as an air conditioner repairman; my mother,
who is 43 and she is a house wife, my little brother, who
is only nine and is in the fourth grade, and the last person
is me. I am 19 years old and I am a senior at one of the
high schools of my city. Like most teenagers I like to
spend time with my friends and do fun activities with
them like fishing, playing soccer
or basketball and swimming. I love reading books, I enjoy reading classic authors and I love listening to classical music. Sometime I take long walks all by myself and
that is the perfect time to reflect on everything. I like
writing poems and learning new languages. So far I can
speak English, Italian, French, Spanish and old Latin.
Recently I am studying German. I think that a language
is a door to so many opportunities but what more important is a door that gives the chance to understand the
people that you share the planet with. I also enjoy
spending time with my family, especially with my little
brother. He is everything to me. We laugh together, we
fight together, we are naughty to each other and give
each other a hard time. But every night until he falls
asleep, we sleep in the same bed. We love each other to
the moon and forward (because to the moon and back it
is not too much).
I think that the teenage years are the most important
years of the life. During these years you build your character and therefore you build your future. During these
years, teens shall challenge themselves, so they know
themselves better. And I have tried to challenge myself.
When I was 15, I started working at my uncle’s bar as a
waiter. It might not be a great challenge, but for a 15
year old boy it is. It was the first time that I would be in
direct contact with people that I didn’t know, because

before this I had always had my parents by my side.
They were the ones to deal directly with other people.
But this time was different, because I had to deal with
strangers directly, find a way to talk to them and I had to
find a way to make them be pleased by my service. My
father didn’t like this idea, because he said that I would
get tired and wouldn’t pay attention to my homework,
but he let me give it a try. I started to work there only on
weekends. Sometimes I got tired and sometimes not,
sometimes it was fun to work there, and sometimes not.
What I liked most was that I learned a lot about people’s
character. This was the first time that I really realized
and understood that if you are polite to people, most of
them will be polite to you; if you are kind to them, most
of them will be kind to you. And there I learned a great
lesson: it does not cost anything to be kind and nice to
other people because one day I will need other people to
be nice and kind to me.
I also worked with my father as an air conditioner
repairmen. It was an interesting job, we had to move
from one house to another, and we had to meet a lot of
different people. And even this job just strengthened the
idea of being nice to other people and also I learned that
being fair is the easiest, the nicest and the best thing that
a man can ever be. Even though I worked I felt like I was
not doing enough and so I decided to join one of the
youth clubs of my city. We went to elderly home
care and we usually took care of the people that lived
there, played games with them, read books to them or
cooked for them. And that was one the best experiences
that I have ever experienced. Life gets much better when
you meet people of different ages and that have different
ideas than people you spend most of the time with. They
used to share some of their moments of their life with us,
and you could tell by the way they told the stories that
they were happy to share it and their happiness made me
feel wonderful. My political idol Winston Churchill,
once said: “We make a living by what we get, but we
make a life by what we give.”
(Continued on page 8)
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(Rudi, continued from page 7)
And the year that truly changed my life was my exchange year in US. When I heard about the YES exchange program I decided to give it a try. I did not
think that I would be one of the winners but soon I
found myself on a plane to Iowa. The plane was landing and my heart was beating. From its window I could
see that everything in front of me was getting bigger
and bigger and I could imagine that everything behind
me was getting smaller and smaller. I was so far, far
away from Albania. Eduard Bagricki once said: “I left;
behind me the door started to close.” Fortunately, this
did not happen to me; I left but the door remained
opened and another door started to open in America.
Finally the plane landed. My heart was rending my
chest. The first time my feet touched a foreign land, I
thought that the ground was going to open, but it did
not. It remained still and said to me “Welcome!” At
the airport I met my host parents. That was a great step
for both of us. They accepted a stranger to live in their
family and I agreed to live with unknown people that
belonged to a completely different culture than the one
that I was used to. I was exhausted from the traveling
and of course I was full of confused emotions such are:
curiosity, fear, happiness, respect and excitement.
On a poster my eyes were able to read: “Welcome
Home Rudi!” Those were only three words but they
had the power to change everything. I had never been
at their home before but they said welcome home. It is
strange how powerful the words are. We were not
strangers to each other anymore; it felt like we knew
each other for a long, long time. And every day that
passed proved me right. We truly came to be a real
family. I started to attend Iowa Mennonite School.
That year was not just a year in the life, I would say it
was more than that; it was the life in a year. That year
opened my eyes. When you are far away from your
country and your home you see things from a different
point of view. Until that day I thought the corruption
that kills Albania everyday was invincible, and I
thought that nothing could be done against it. I thought
that the corrupted educational system was stronger than
us; of course that there are a few examples of corruption that show up once in a blue moon in US but it is
not as bad as it is in Albania. You cannot even compare it. I saw all the problems of Albania, I knew that
they existed but I didn’t know what the cure was. I saw
the cure when I was in Iowa. I knew that our politicians are corrupted but now I know the cure. I said to
myself if you want to change your country then you
have to be involved in politics and if you have the jus-

8

tice and the truth on your side, then in the future you
might lead your country.
I love Albania so very
much. It is a beautiful country and God has granted Albania everything that a state
needs to be prosperous, but
I think he forgot to give to
Albania the right leaders. I
would love to study abroad
(especially in US for I know
how most of the things work
in US and furthermore it is
the land of liberty and opportunity) because that is the
only way not to be part of this corrupted system. It is
the only way not to get dirty by the corruption and after
I finish studying I will be back in Albania with the
hope and will to change this lethal system of this amazing country. And that is my greatest dream and goal,
being the prime minister of Albania.
The Mennonite community changed my beliefs, my
thoughts and therefore my life. Iowa Mennonite School
taught me that it does not matter how big or small you
are, it does not really matter where you come from, as
long people work as a team and as long as you use
love, then nothing is impossible. My host family taught
me that all we need in life is love (and I would say
cheesecake too.) Before my arrival in Iowa, I was an
agnostic; I did not care about God. I went there as an
agnostic but I left as a believer. The Mennonite community did teach me that the true meaning of life is
caring about others, helping them, and love one another. Some people might disagree with me when I say
that IMS and Mennonites are the proof that heaven
exists and that part of it is on earth. They might say
that it is not true or that Mennonites are not perfect etc,
etc… that might be true, but for me they are perfect. I
agree with all the Mennonites beliefs, but one: not
dancing. I think that dancing is one of the best ways to
live the life, especially waltz. I see the entire life just
like a waltz, in the beginning you do not know the
steps but you have to waltz, for that is the only way
how to learn it. And then you waltz and waltz and
waltz over and over again. The waltz can be sad and at
the same time uplifting. You have to see life from both
sides, and the waltz encapsulates that.
Because of what I think of Mennonites is the real reason why I want to study at Goshen College. For you I
might be just a number, one more student, but for me,
if I study there it will brighten my future.

A Story in Pictures
Pastor Appreciation Sunday
October 26, 2014
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