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MUSTARD SEED
Keeping the Unity
Scott Swartzendruber
As we read about the events that led up to the death and resurrection of Jesus, we observe rather quickly that there was a
great deal of conflict. People were united around Jesus one
moment, and the next moment they were crying out to have
Jesus crucified. Even the disciples of Jesus, during the last
supper, reveal their inner conflict with Jesus’ identity and mission. Jesus opens up this conflict by stating that one of his own
disciples will betray Him and one will deny Him three times.
In the final days leading up to Easter Sunday, we see people
conflicted over whether to support Jesus or reject him as the
true Messiah sent from God. This raises several questions for
us. Can we all really get along? Can we ever be fully united in
Christ? Can we drop our own self-interests enough to be one in
Christ? If we were having a meal with Jesus, would He reveal
some of our own inner conflicts that we might have with Him
and with others?
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Just as there were many conflicts in relation to politics, religion, and social status during the time of Jesus, we to need to
remember to keep the peace when these same issues threaten
our unity in Christ. The good news of Easter is that Christ
broke down the walls of hostility that divided us from God and
from one another. Paul said, “For He Himself is our peace.”
Eph. 2:14. Since Christ brought unity and reconciliation in the
midst of great conflict, we can be optimistic that Jesus can
bring peace and unity in the most fragmented and conflictual
situations of our lives as well. One of the great miracles and
blessings of Easter is that Christ broke down divisions in order
for us to be reconciled with God and one another. This Easter
season, take time to rejoice and enjoy the unity you have with
Christ and with your fellow believers!
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SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST
 One of the great miracles and
blessings of Easter is that Christ
broke down divisions in order
for us to be reconciled with God
and one another.
 Please consider assembling and
donating a relief kit in April.
 This past year Crowded Closet
sent $610,000 to MCC, a record
high

In Pursuit
Dawn Wyse

It has been a pleasure this week to be reading about the life
of Moses and the Israelites in the desert. God was definitely
in the details when it came to the Tabernacle. Now I must
confess that I tend to skim over the details as I read how
every single piece of the Tabernacle was to be crafted.
Crafted is definitely the word I would choose for the process. God placed the Holy Spirit upon Bezalel in order that
he would have the skills to lead the craftsmen in the project.
That was the only way that Bezalel would have the ability
for the task and it was no small undertaking. God had a very
specific plan for the building of the Tabernacle. He deeply
cared about every single aspect of the structure; He fully
intended to fill the Tabernacle. The Tabernacle was to be
absolutely holy and God wanted the people who went there
to be holy as well, which is why He gave them the Ten
Commandments, not once, but twice.

gap measure until Christ made the ultimate sacrifice for each
and every one of us.

The Ten Commandments and the other laws God gave the
Israelites were given so that they would become holy, so the
He could be their God and they would be His people. The
trouble with laws and commandments are that they are an
external. A.W. Tozer refers to the old Law, that is the Old
Testament, like a scaffolding that goes up when you are
erecting a new building. It is of great benefit until the building is completed.

Once you have accepted a life of forgiveness and salvation
in Christ, things are just beginning. Jesus tells us this in
John 16:7-8. “Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your
advantage, that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to
you. And when He has come, He will convict the world of
sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment.” You see we, as
Christians, are to be God’s Tabernacle. “Together, we are
his house built on the foundation of the apostles and the
prophets. And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus himself. We
are carefully joined together in Him, becoming a holy temple for the Lord” Ephesians 2: 20-21. He has always intended to live inside of us. That way He can change us from inside our hearts. When we change within our hearts, we will
follow God’s Laws and Commandments out of our faith and
belief in Him. When we have faith and belief in God, we
willingly allow Him to change us from the inside. This is
why the New Covenant is so much more effective than the
Old Covenant, even though both Covenants have the same
goal. The goal is for God to be our God and for us to be His
people.

The Laws given to Moses and the Israelites could keep people living the way God wanted in order to avoid consequences, but didn’t necessarily change their hearts. I can totally
relate to this concept. I have three children. They each had
their own way of dealing with the rules of the house as they
were growing up. One followed the rules, because they
were rules and that’s what you do with rules. This didn’t
mean that the heart was touched. It was just that child’s response to rules. Another child would weigh out the consequences of the rules versus their desire go against the rules,
then decide if it was worth breaking the rules. The third
child did whatever they wanted despite the rules and consequences. The rules did not necessarily reach the hearts of
any of our children. Does this mean that the rules were unnecessary or meaningless? Absolutely not! The rules and
consequences still taught our children that there was right
and wrong. The same could be said of the Ten Commandments and the other Laws that God gave to Moses and the
Israelites. They helped them to realize the holiness of God
and His Tabernacle. But the Tabernacle in the wilderness
wasn’t God’s ultimate goal for His people. It was the stop-
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Christ’s sacrifice on the
cross was to be the beginning of the Tabernacle that
God had in His sights.
Meeting Christ at the cross
isn’t the end of the journey, though meeting Christ
at the cross and requesting
His forgiveness and salvation is very, very important. If you haven’t
taken that step yet I encourage you to do so. If you need
someone to talk to about the process, please, I beg you, find
a Christian, whose life encourages you, to discuss it.

I have a picture hanging in my house that was hanging in my
parent’s house as I was growing up. It is of Jesus standing
and knocking at a door. The door does not have a handle on
the outside. I have heard this illustration used in sermons to
encourage non-Christians to accept Christ’s offered salvation. Interestingly, this illustration is used in the book of
Revelation to a group of Christians. (Cont. on page 3)

WHAT’S HAPPENING!!!
Ed V & Carol Miller

Well, you better get your lawnmowers feast. Apparently the Graber freezer was
tuned up because we’ll be mowing before completely full, so all the frozen fish had
long. The work is about to begin in the to go! Now, Brent can go fishing again!
fields for the farmers as well. Hopefully
everyone got plenty of rest this long winter! Ed V. and his grandson’s Andre &
Isaac celebrated the 1st day of spring by
balancing some eggs and shooting some
baskets outside. Now for the news…..
A big thank you to our trustees, Elmer,
Larry & Merle for all their countless
hours spent on the carpeting project at
KMC. New carpeting has been installed
in the sanctuary and fellowship area. The
fellowship hall is carpeted with replaceable square’s. But no, I still don’t think
we’re supposed to serve red Kool-Aid. I
will miss the orange carpet going down
the back stairway, it always made me
smile! And also thanks to everyone that
so willingly helped move furniture all
week! Good job!
Well hopefully your March Madness
brackets are going well for you. It certainly makes the NCAA basketball
games more interesting. And if you
picked Duke to win, but they lost in a big
upset, then that’s still a good thing!

We have two new babies in the KMC
family. Ella Marie was born on March
11th to Jennifer & Eldon Brenneman.
Ella has two brother Kaysen & Daymen.
Rollin & Edna Brenneman are the proud
grandparents. Finley Mary was born on
May 12th to Shalee & Justin Slaubaugh.
She has a brother Beckett & sister Ella.
Doug & Carla Slaubaugh are the proud
grandparents.
Well, hopefully you all have your taxes
complete for another year. It’s always a
good feeling to have those taxes done
and out of the way. Enjoy the spring
weather and have a Happy Easter!

Congratulations!
These people have
reached a milestone, 50
or more years of marriage, or 80 or more years
of life.

Don’t forget to send a
card! The addresses are
in the church directory.

Happy Birthday!
April 3—Barbara Bender
April 30—Quinten Miller

Happy Anniversary!
April 17 –Ed & Marge
Hershberger

Brent & Karla Graber recently hosted a
fish fry. They ended up with about 40
guests, who brought a dish to add to the
________________________________________________________

(Cont. from page 2)

wants me to be. He has incredible
vision. How can I even think that I
Revelation 2:20 “Look! I stand at
have a better plan than He does for
the door and knock. If you hear my
my life? How about you? Are you
voice, and open the door, I will come
willing to open the door to your heart
in, and we will share a meal together
to God? If you do, I bet you’ll really
as friends.” God’s work in our lives love the remodel job He will do.
has just begun at the point of our
Look at how detailed God was in His
salvation. God is offering to enter
directions for the Tabernacle in the
into our hearts and change us into
wilderness. Do you really think He
His Holy People, from the inside out. will be any less detailed when it
How great is that?
comes to you? I know I love what
He has done in my life so far and am
My goal is to open the space of my
anxious for what is coming next.
heart more and more each day for
God. I want every single thing that
As always, in pursuit, Dawn
God is trying to give to me. I want
God to change me into what He
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MENNONITE CENTRAL
COMMITTEE RELIEF KITS
Dave Koerner

Last year the number of relief kits MCC was
RELIEF KIT SUPPLY LIST:
able to distribute was 9,013. Though this may
seem like a fairly large number, MCC collected New items only and in original packaging
and distributed 23,852 after the 2010 earth4 large bars of bath soap
quake in Haiti. The need for these vital items,
1 plastic bottle of shampoo (13-24 oz; place
to be used in the many refugee camps around
in resealable plastic bag)
the world, is just as great now as it was in 2010.
4 large bars of laundry soap (Common
brands are Fels, Naptha, Sunlight, Zote)
Please consider assembling and donating a re4 adult size toothbrushes
lief kit in April. If you feel that you can’t do4 new bath towels (medium weight and
nate an entire kit, you may donate some of the
dark colors)
items listed below. These will be added to oth2 wide tooth combs (6-8 inch)
er items to make a
1 fingernail clipper (good quality)
complete kit.
1 box adhesive bandages (minimum 40
Bring the kits (or
count, assorted)
single items) to
1 package of sanitary pads (18-24 count
the church foyer
thin maxi)
where they will be
picked up and sent
to MCC.

You Can Help!
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We all know it is a good thing to do good to others.
Sometimes we are not sure just how much we can do,
or what we can do. Here is an opportunity to help our
community. Kalona Food Pantry services an average
of 40-50 households, and they are open the 2nd and 4th
Saturday each month. Several people from KMC volunteer on a regular basis.

April 20. Food will be counted as $1 per item or
pound.

The Kalona Food Pantry is
asking area schools, churches, organizations and residents to help it take advantage of a program by the
Feinstein Foundation,
Cranston, RI. For the 16th
annual year, the foundation
is having the “Feinstein
Challenge,” which will provide $1 million to be divided proportionately among
the food agencies complying with the challenge (a
minimum of $250 and a maximum of $35,000). To
count, the donations and pledges made in response to
the challenge must be made between March 1 and

Food items that are always needed are listed below.
Because of the way they operate, the Pantry prefers
several of the same items rather than one of many different items. Items need to be within the expiration
date, unopened, and clean. They do not accept home
canned foods.

The Pantry welcomes cash which is used to pay for
vouchers (for fresh meat, eggs, milk, and cheese at
JW’s), and also to buy staples that are needed (and
haven’t been donated) for distribution.

Canned Meats (Spam, turkey, chicken)
Canned Fruits, Vegetables
Soups (no cream soups this time of year)
Bean products, bags of rice or beans
Boxed dinners (Helpers, Mac n Cheese, etc)
Hygiene items (Toothpaste/brushes; Deoderant, mens
and womens; shampoo, not conditioner)

Crowded Closet Report
Elsie Mast, KMC Representative

Crowded Closet held the semiannual meeting of Crowded Closet
Board and its association representative’s on March 17th at Wellman
Mennonite Church. All churches reps
were present. Nathan Ramer led the
devotional based on Deuteronomy
15:1-11. Love and obey the Lord. If
He is telling you to work at the Closet, listen or shop or both! Stop in and
see what is going on there. He shared
from the book “Living More With
Less.” There is a difference between
living simply and making do.
This past year Crowded Closet sent
$610,000 to MCC, a record high. We
have also sent $370,000 from August
2013 through February 2014. The
Spring newsletter is on the table in
the foyer. Check it out. We have a
new point of sale system for tagging
and checking out items at the register. Price tags are now scanned. It is
very nice for the cashiers and the
taggers are doing okay, too. It may
take taggers a little longer to adapt to
the new system as it is very different.

Do you know that Crowded Closet is
on Facebook? Check it out to see
what is on the floor. (Be sure to
“like” them on FB.) Did you know
we have half price day every month
on the third Thursday? January half
price day brought in $5169.00, February brought in $4523.00, and
March brought in over $6200. We
are also open until 8 pm those days.
Stop after work and see what bargains you can find!
Crowded Closet also has a bake sale
each third Saturday of the month.
Our church is responsible for December along with Sunnyside so put
that on your calendar to remember to
do some baking.
The board members are: Julie Bartel,
Roger Farmer, Bob Cummings, Lynn
Troyer, Donna Yoder, and Vi Graber. We as reps were reminded of
our duties to keep the churches informed of the activities at the Closet.
I will try to do a better job.

________________________________________________________

Carpet removal and installation work.
Many hands make light work!

How many Mennonites does it take
to remove a bolt from the floor?
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Our Vision is to be a life-giving church: Presenting the life-giving message
of Jesus Christ as Lord
and Savior to the people of the Kalona area and the world, challenging
them to accept Christ,
worship Him, and serve Him.
Our Mission is to fulfill the Great Commission: Leading people to
Christ; discipling them in the faith; equipping them to witness; and sending
them out to serve.

